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This invention relates to a memorandum device of a 
type which may be carried about in the pocket or pocket 
book or bag of a person. 
One of the objects of this invention is to provide a 

device which will have indicia thereon which may be 
selectively designated so that the need for writing on a 
piece of paper or the like may be dispensed with. 
Another object of the invention is to provide keys 

which may be used to selectively indicate the selected 
indicia and which may be moved and held into either of 
two selected positions. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

struction which will be simple and easily assembled. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

struction which will be so assembled that soldering or 
similar expensive operations may be eliminated, 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

struction of the parts which may be made by simple 
press operations. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention 

consists of certain novel features of construction as will 
be more fully described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the memorandum de 

Vice; 
Figure 2 is a plan view of the cover of the device 

inverted and showing the keys assembled with the cover; 
Figure 3 is a plan view of the body part of the device 

looking into the same with the cover removed but show 
ing the spring plate in position; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 but showing the 

cover plate as assembled in position on the body of the 
box; 

Figure 6 is a detailed sectional view substantially on 
line 6-6 of Figure 5. 

In proceeding with this invention, I provide a body 
member in box-like shape having bottom and side walls, 
and into this body member there is positioned a plate 
which has been slit to provide a plurality of spring fingers. 
The cover of this box is provided with a plurality of keys 
which are pivoted on rods which extend along the under 
surface of the cover and which keys will engage with 
the spring plate which is positioned within the box. The 
ends of the keys are so angled as to provide flat sur 
faces which may engage a selected one of the spring 
fingers so as to hold it in either one of two selected 
positions. Indicia may be provided along the outer ob 
verse face of the cover of the box opposite each of the 
keys so that the movement of the keys will designate 
the selected indicia and serve as a memorandum to assist 
the person using the same. 
With reference to the drawings, 10 designates general 

ly the body of the device which comprises a bottom wall 
11, opposite side walls 2 and 13, and opposite end 
walls 4 and 15, these walls being seen in plan view in 
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Figure 3. The spring mechanism consists of a Support 
ing plate ió with longitudinally extending openings 17 
and is therein which is substantially the size of the in 
side of the body of the box and designed to rest upon 
the bottom wall ii of the box. A spring plate 9 rests 
upon and is riveted to the center of this supporting plate 
6 by rivets 20. The center portion of this spring 

plate 9 is uncut while it is slitted at intervals as 
at 2 to provide spring fingers 22 extending in oppo 
site directions and in side by side adjacency. The plate 
19 is also substantially the size of the inner walls of 
the box so that it will maintain its position therein al 
though by use of the rivets a smaller size may be used. 
The cover of the device is designated generally 25 

(Figure 2) and comprises a top wall 26 with opposite 
side flanges 27 and 28 and opposite end flanges 29 and 30. 
This top wall 26 is provided with a plurality of slots 3 
arranged in two rows, one row being designated 32 and 
the other row being designated 33. These slots are lo 
cated so as to be each one directly over a spring finger 
22 when the cover is assembled on the body. Keys 34 
are provided with bushings 35, which receive a rod 36 
for one row of keys and a rod 37 for the other row of 
keys. The keys are assembled on the rods 36 and 37 by 
assembling the keys on the rod and then putting the keys 
in place through each of the slots. Then by reason of 
the rods 36 and 37 being of the proper length, they are 
forced into place by reason of the resilience of the end 
walls 29 and 30 so as to be frictionally held in position 
such as shown in Figure 2. The cover is then assembled 
on the body and the notches 38 and 39 in each of the end 
walls 4 and 15 of a depth substantially the diameter of 
the rod receive the rod and hold it in the fixed relation 
in the body of the box. Suitable detent means as at 40 
and 41 may be provided to hold the cover of the box 
in locked position in place. 
The keys 34 are provided with flat surfaces 42 and 

43 at an angle to each other, as clearly shown in Figure 
5, to form oppositely disposed surfaces either one of 
which surfaces may engage one of the spring fingers 22 
so as to hold the key either with the surface 42 engaging 
it or at the same angle on the opposite side of the vertical 
So that the surface 43 will engage the spring fingers. 
By this arrangement a key will be held either in the 
position shown in Figure 5 or in a position at the oppo 
site angle to the vertical by reason of the spring fingers. 
Thus, certain of the keys designated 45 (Figure 1) are 
held in non-indicating position, and certain other of the 
keys 46 are held in indicating position as shown in Figure 
1. Opposite each of these keys there will be indicia 
designated 47 which may be any list of articles which 
might appear on a memorandum pad, such for instance 
as household articles as here shown. Should the house 
wife be using this memorandum and find that it was 
necessary to procure spices and fruits, the keys would 
be moved into the position shown at 46 so as to designate 
these particular articles, while the other keys would re 
main resiliently held in their position away from the 
indicia 47a shown at 45. After the user had procured 
the particular article designated, the key could then be 
moved to the position Such as shown at 45, when it need 
rio longer serve as a reminder that the particular article 
was to be procured. 

in some cases the spaces opposite a key might be 
provided with an erasable surface so that should the 
article desired not appear in the printed list on the 
memorandum device, it might be written in temporarily 
for easy erasure. 
The device thus provided is of simple construction, 

simple assembly, and all of the parts may be assembled 
without the use of solder or expensive tools. The device 
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is simple of operation and may be conveniently carried 
by the housewife. 

I claim: 
1. A memorandum device comprising a hollow body 

having a top wall, indicia on the obverse face of said 
wall at spaced locations therealong, a one-piece support 
ing plate within said body having a longitudinal opening 
therein, a spring member secured to said plate, said 
spring member bridging said opening and resting on said 
plate at the opposite edges thereof, individual movable 
keys projecting through said wall, each key located to 
Serve one of said spaced indicia and movable into at least 
two positions with reference to said indicia to selectively 
designate, said indicia, a surface of each of said keys ex 
tending into engagement with said spring member at a 
location thereon between the edges of said opening to be 
tensioned and held by said spring member in one of said 
two selected positions. 

2. A memorandum device comprising a hollow body 
having a top wall, indicia on the obverse face of said wall 
at Spaced locations therealong, a one-piece supporting 
plate within said body having a longitudinal opening 
therein, a member secured to said plate having a plurality 
of flat spring fingers bridging said opening and resting on 
said plate at the opposite edges thereof, individual mov 
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4. 
able keys projecting through said wall and having oppo 
sitely disposed surfaces, each key located to serve one of 
said spaced indicia and movable into at least two posi 
tions with reference to said indicia to selectively designate 
Said indicia, one of the surfaces of each of said keys ex 
tending into engagement with one of said fingers at a loca 
tion thereon between the edges of said opening to be 
tensioned and held by said finger in one of said two se 
lected positions. 

3. A memorandum device as set forth in claim 2 where 
in said plate has oppositely disposed longitudinal open 
ings and said spring fingers are secured to said plate in 
the Space thereon between said openings with one set of 
fingers projecting across one of said openings and another 
Set of fingers projecting across the other of said openings. 
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