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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 475,860, dated May 31, 1892. 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLESR. HARRIs, of Williamsport, in the county of Lycoming and 

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Suspender 
Buckles; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

suspender-buckles, the object being to pro 
vide a neat-appearing, simple, and durable 
buckle for regulating the length of supender 
Straps. 
A further object is to provide a buckle 

which is capable of quick and easy adjust 
ment and not likely to get out of order, catch 
in the wearer's garments, rust, break, or slip 
‘and lose its hold on the suspender-straps. 
With these ends in view my invention con 

SistS in a flat band made to receive and con 
form to the shoulder-straps of a pair of sus 
penders and a tongue having inwardly-pro 
jecting teeth thereon adapted to be forced 
into the strap passed through the band, in 
combination with a slide, the tongue and slide 
being so constructed and connected relative 
to each other that by the movement of the 
slide the tongue is forced inward to engage 
and hold the buckle fast to the strap; and it 
further consists in minor details and arrange 
ments, which will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed, and pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a view of my improved buckle complete. Fig. 
2 is a view of the same with the slide-button 
removed. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional 
view. Fig. 4 is an inside view of the slide 
button removed, and Fig. 5 is a transverse 
sectional view through the buckle. 
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Ways. 

A represents the body of the buckle, it be 
ing composed of one or more thin plates of 
metal bent into shape to form a flat band to 
receive and conform to the suspender-strap. 
The front has a spring-tongue 1 cut centrally 
therein. This tongue may be shaped as de 
sired, but is preferably T-shaped, and may be 
integral with the face-plate at its smaller end 
or connected thereto in a variety of different 

The tongue, as illustrated, is formed 
by cutting a slot 2 in the face-plate of the 
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buckle, care being taken to cut the tongue 
enough smaller than the slot to form ample 
clearance between it and the edges of the 
slot, so that the tongue may move freely therein 
and sufficient space be left for the free pas 
sage of the shank of the slide as the latter is 
moved back and forth to effect an adjustment 
of the buckle. At the point where the tongue 
starts from the body of the buckle it is pref 
erably pressed inward slightly, as shown in 
Fig. 3, and thence gradually curved outward, 
so that at its free end it protrudes a trifle be 
yond the outer surface of the plate when in 
its normal position. At this free or enlarged 
end the tongue is bent inwardly and its edge 
is provided with teeth 33, adapted to enter 
the web or suspender-straps when forced in 
ward to hold the buckle in place. In the back 
plate of the body and at a point opposite the 
teeth on the tongue a slot 4 may be formed, 
if desired, in order to facilitate and make ef 
fectual the fastening caused by forcing the 
teeth inward. 
B is a slide button or disk. This is pref 

erably round and may be made ornamental 
or otherwise to suit the trade in the particu 
lar line of goods upon which it is to be used. 
This button is provided on its inner face with 
shank or shanks 55 in the nature of oppo 
sitely-projecting lips. These shanks are lo 
cated a distance apart a little less than the 
width of the tongue, and they reach outward 
far enough to take under the edges of the slot 
2. So it will be readily seen that these shanks. 
form cams, and as the slide is moved forward 
toward the free end of the tongue they force 
the free end of the latter inward and cause 
the teeth 33 to enter the Web, upon which 
the buckle is mounted. Thus the slide forms 
a lock, which is held in place by friction 
and is operated by simply moving it. 
tongue being T-shaped, its toothed end acts 
as a stop to prevent the slide from becom 
ing accidentally displaced. This means for 
fastening a buckle is simple and effective 
and easily and quickly operated, and it pre 
sents a smooth and neat-appearing Surface, 
which can be ornamented to suit the fancy. 
It may be added, in conclusion, that in case 
the space formed for the shanks between 
the inner face of the face - plate and the 
tongue is not quite sufficient by the offset 
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given the tongue where it starts from the 
plate, or, in other words, is not quite equal 
to the thickness of the shanks, then the face 
plate may be bent outward a little, as shown 
at points 99. Thus when the shanks are at 
this point the tongue assumes its normal po 
sition and the buckle may be slid on the 
Strap; also, these raised points assist in hold 
ing the slide in position for holding the tongue 
against the web. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a suspender-buckle, the combination, 
With a flat metal sleeve and a clamping-tongue 
connected with the sleeve, its clamping por 
tion extending inward, of a slide having slid 
ing connection with the sleeve and constructed 
to bear on the tongue, whereby the clamping 
portion of the latter is forced inward with 
One movement of the slide, substantially as 
set forth. 

2. In a suspender-buckle, the combination 
of a flat metal sleeve, and a spring clamp 
ing-tongue connected there with, the clamping 
portion of the tongue projecting inward, and 
a slide having shanks extending through the 
spaces between the tongue and the adjacent 
edges of the sleeve and bearing upon the in 
ner face of the sleeve and outer face of the 
tongue, substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination, with a slotted sleeve 
and a tongue connected there with, said tongue 
curving OutWard gradually from its point of 
connection to its free end and having a clamp 
ing-edge at its free end, of a slide bearing on 
the inner face of the sleeve and the outer face 
of the tongue, substantially as set forth. 

4. The combination, with a flat metal sleeve 
having a slot formed in one face and a tongue 
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integral with the plate and lying within the 
slot, said tongue curved outwardly gradually 
from its point of connection with the sleeve 
to its free end, so that its free end projects 
outward beyond the outer face of the sleeve, 
of a slide extending between the inner face 
of the sleeve and outer face of the tongue, 
whereby when it is slid toward the free end 
of the tongue the latter is forced inward, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

5. The combination, with a flat metal sleeve 
having a slot in one side, and a spring clamp 
ing-tongue having a clamping-edge opposite 
the slot, of a slide having shanks passing be 
tween the tongue and adjacent edges of the 
sleeve bearing between the inner face of the 
sleeve and outer face of the tongue and adapt 
ed to force the tongue inward as it is slid in 
one direction, substantially as set forth. 

6. The combination, with a flat metal sleeve 
having a slot in one face enlarged at one end, 
and a tongue formed in the slot and corre 
sponding in shape with the slot, the enlarged 
end of the tongue bent inward and the tongue 
curved outward, so that the enlarged end of 
the tongue forms shoulders, of a slide having 
shanks which pass between the edges of the 
tongue and the slot and adapted to be stopped 
by the shoulders on the tongue, and projec 
tions on the outer face of the sleeve adapted 
to hold the slide in place, substantially as set 
forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

CHARLES R. IIARRIS. 

Witnesses: 
C. S. DRURY, 
VERNON E. HODGES. 
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