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The present invention relates to a bolster.

More particularly, the present invention relates to a
bolsier for use in the funeral trade.

Generally, a funeral director or embalmer encounters
a substantial amount of difficuity in making a deceased
man’s suit fit properly and otherwise to impart a reason-
ably good appearance to the corpse when it is laid out

"in a casket. The reason for this is that when the corpse
is 1aid out in a supine position, the hollow caused by the
dip between the collar bone and the shoulder is ac-
centuated. To overcome this condition, and to make the
suit appear rounded and full over the shoulder line,
cotton or wadded paper is used to fill in the hollow. This
is not only a cumbersome and awkward procedure, but
experience has shown that the results and appearance ob-
tained are far from satisfactory.

The problem becomes more acute when, prior to death,
the deceased has been ill for a greater or lesser period of
time, because he wiil then often have lost so much weight
that his clothing is too large and must be fitted to the
body.

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to
overcome the above disadvantages.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a bolster or the like which the funeral director or em-
balmer may use to improve the fit of the clothing worn
by the deceased.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a bolster which can easily be inserted under a gar-
ment worn by the deceased.

The objects of the present invention also include the
provision of a bolster wheh is very simple and which can
easily be mass-produced at low cost,

With the above objects in view, the present invention
resides mainly in a bolster made of stiff sheet material
and having a flat elongated chest portion adapted to lie
upon one side of the chest of a supined deceased, and a
curved end portion integral with the chest portion and
adapted to curl about the corresponding shoulder of the
deceased, thereby covering the hollow formed between
the collar bone and the shoulder of the deceased and
forming a support for a garment worn by the deceased
and overlying the bolster.

Additional objects and advantages of the present in-
vention wil become apparent upon consideration of the
following description when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a supine deceased,
the bolsters being shown in solid lines.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of one of the bolsters.

FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the bolster
shown in FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a plan view of the bolster shown in
FIGURES 2 and 3.

Referring now to the drawings, FIGURE 1 shows a
supine deceased 16 whose physique has shrunk to the
outline shown in dotted lines, so that his coat 11, shown
in phantom lines, no longer fits properly, due mainly
to the accentuated dip of the hollow between his collar
bone and shoulders. Accordingly, the fullness of the
coat 11 is preserved by bolsters 12 and 13, shown in
solid lines, these bolsters being configured for the right
and left sides, respectively, of the deceased.

FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 are perspective, elevational and
plan views of the right bolster 12, the bolster 13 having
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a mirror image configuration and being, therefore, not
illustrated separately. The bolster is an integral article
made of sheet materjal sufficiently stiff, so that the bolster
will be able to lift the coat sightly. Such a material may,
for example, be a resin-impregnated fibrous sheet, such
as paper or cardboard, or a sheet made entirely of poly-
ethylene, polystyrene, or other suitable plastics. One
part 12a constitutes the chest portion wheh is adapted to
lie upon one side of the chest of the supine deceased, and
another part 25 which adjoins the base of the chest
portion constitutes a curved end portion which is adapted
to curl about the corresponding shoulder of the deceased,
thereby covering the hollow formed between the collar
bone and the shoulder and forming a support for the
coat, shirt or other garment worn by the deceased. As
is clearly shown in the drawing, the sides of the trape-
zoidal chest portion form an angle with each other.

The blank from which the bolsters are made may be
stamped in the usual manner, whereafter the shape il-
lustrated above is permanently imparted to the blank.
It will be appreciated that the left bolster may be made
from a stamped blank having the same configuration as
a blank from which the right bolster is made, the only
difference being that the end portion 125 wll be curved
in the opposite direction, i.e., downwardly, as viewed in
FIGURE 3.

The following is an illustrative example of an actual
bolster according to the present invention: the bolster is
made of a sheet of polystyrene having a thickness of about
%2"". The chest portion has a length I of about 12", the
width w of the chest portion at the smaller end being
about 215”, The height # of the end portion is about
2%", the width y being about 8, or two-thirds of the
length [ of the chest portion. The angle g formed between
the sides of the chest portion is about 22°, and the end
portion has a slight slant, so as to form an angle b of
about 80° with the plane of the chest portion. Addi-
tionally, the end portion may have a slight slant, indi-
cated by the angle ¢ in FIGURE 4. This slant, which
may be about 4°, allows for the normal slant of a person’s
shoulder line from the neck to the edge of the shoulder.

It will be seen from the above that the bolster is of
sufficiently generous size to fit from the neck to the
shoulder edge, and that the chest portion will extend
down to about the handkerchief pocket of a coat. Should
the dimensions given above prove to be too large for any
particular deceased, the funeral director or embalmer
will trim off any excess to meet the needs of the situa-
tion.

In practice, the bolster will be made available to the
funeral trade in sets, each including a bolster configured
for the right side and bolster configured for the left side
of the deceased.

It will be understood that the above description of
the present invention is susceptible to various modifica-
tions, changes and adaptations, and the same are intended
to be comprehended within the meaning and range of
equivalents of the appended claims. For example, the
exemplary numerical values given above may be varied
within reasonable limits, the corners may be rounded
off, edges may be smoothed, the sheet material may be
perforated, and the like,

I claim:

1. For use under a garment of a supine deceased, a
set of bolsters each made of stiff sheet material and hav-
ing a flat elongated generally triangular body portion
having two long edges and a base and adapted to lie upon
a side of the chest of the supine deceased, and a curved
end portion having a generally flat free edge and con-
nected to said base and integral with said body portion,
said flat free edge being generally parallel to said base



and adépted to cuil abotit the corresponding shoulder of
“the deéceased, thereby covering the hollow formed befween
the collar bone and said shoulder of the deceased and
forming a, support for_a garment worn by the deceased
and overlying said bolster,"One of said bolsters being con-
figured for the right side of the deceased and the other of
said bolsters being configured for the left side of the de-
ceased. o oo . o
.2, For use under an outer garment worn by a supine
- deceased, a set oOf bolsters each made of sheet material
‘and adapted to be positioned’ beneath the outer garment
_and ‘above the hollow. formed between the collar bone
“and the shoulder of the deceased, said bolster having a
“flat “elongated chest portion and a curved end portion
which is_integral - with 'said chest’ portion, the juncture
“where.said end portion joins said chest portion being of a
“width ‘which extends substanftially from the neck to the
_tip of the shoulder.of the deceased and ‘said chest portion
‘erhote from the juncture being narrower than said junc-
ture, and said end portion being of such a length that it
_terminates near the middle of: the shoulder, "said chest
‘ portion having a configuration which- ailows the same to

10

15

20

3,083,372

lie upon one siderof thercﬁést of the deceased-—vlvhile
‘sajd curved  end porticn cuils about the corresponding

shoulder of the deceased; the material of which said
bolster is made being sufficiently stiff to support the gar-
ment worn by the decéased thereby to prevent a drooping
of the garment in the hollow, said bolster as a whole
being configured to permit it to be placed under the gar-
ment of the supine deceased, while the deceased wears
such garment, directly fromthe front without it being
necessary to remove the garment or to move any portion
of the body of the deceased.
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