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Be it kn0Wn that I, THOMASC. MCPHERSON, 

al_citizen of the United States, and a, resident 
of BeaVer Falls, in the county of Bea.wer and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new and 
uSeful ImprOwements in Wire Mats and Mat 
ting; and I do hereby declare the following 
t0be a full, clear, and exact description of 
Said in Wention, reference being had to the 
alCCOmpanying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this Specification. ~ 
ThiS inWention relates to neW and useful 

imprOWementS in matS or matting constructed 
for the mOSt part of Wire, the object of the in 
Wention being to prowide a matting for street 
Cal' floOrS, westibules, &c., which will be flexi 
ble, and hence capable of being rolled up, and 
haWing great durability. 
The invention consists in constructing the 

matting of parallel coils of Suitable formation 
Öonnected together by interlocking, respect 
iWely, one With the other throughout the mat 
Or timatting', 0r by other means for forming a, 
flexible connection between the parallel coils 
and prOwiding the interior of the @oils or heli 
CeS, preferably every alternate one, with bars 
of Suitable material, extending therethrough 
to reinforce the wire and gi we body to the 
matting. 
The in wention also consists in certain other 

nOWel features in the arrangement and con 
Struction. Of parts, all as hereinafter set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a, 
part of thiSSpecification, Figure 1 is a top or 
plan WieW of the matting; F'ig. 2, a side elewa,- 
tion of the Same. 

Bteferring to the drawings, A indicates the 
parallel Coil or helices of which the matting 
iS made and constructed, the forms of the coils 
Sh0Wn being angular and presenting flat bear 
ing-Surfaces, this being the most desirable 
form; but Other ShapeS Of coils can be em 
ployed With good effect. These parallel heli 
CeS Or COilS A are preferably connected to 
gether by the coils of one linking or inter 
locking With the coils of the other, thus mak 
ing a flexible 0r hinge connection; but a flexi 
ble joint may be Secured in warious other' 
WayS, aS by rodS running through the coils. 

The C0ils or heliceS AWhile of any Shape, are 
required to have am interior Space running 
from ome end to the other, SO aS to permit the 
inSertion thereira of the bars B. These bars 
are preferably of wood and are placed in 
every alternate helix, the intermediate or 
Open helix giwing the neceSSary play at the 
connection So that the matting may be read 
ily folded or rolled. The bars are of Substan 
tially the Saime form and size as the coils, and 
hence fit within the helices tightly, So that any 
Strain put upon the matting Will be born by 
the Wood bars and the form of the Coils pre 
Ser wed. The terminal Coil of the Several heli 
CeS after linking with its adjacent one, haS 
its remaining portion C bent aÉ right angleS 
to the direction of the helix and terminating 
in a hook or eye ID. The ends of the coils 
thuS formed are hooked together, respectively, 
giwing a flexible Connection at these pointS 
and a Straight edge, and also dispensing With 
any outside frame or border', 

Hawing thus described my imwention, What 
I claim, and desire to Secure by Ietters Pat 
ent, is- ~ 

1. A Wire mat or matting constructed of par 
allel helices of Wire connected together and 
hawing extending through the helices in the 
direction of their length bars of Suitable ma 
terial, hawing a croSS-Section corresponding 
in Shape to the form of COil C0mposing Said 
helices and Of a size Sufficient tO fill the inte 
rior thereof, Substantially aS described. Where 
by the helices are rendered firm and rigid 
and the flexibility of the connections of the 
heliceS preserved, so that the mat may be 
rolled or folded. 

2. 'A W'ire mat or matting CompOSed of par 
allel heliceS interlinked, and hawing the in 
terior of every alternate helix provided with 
a, bar of Suitable material, hawing a, GrOSS-Sec 
tion Corresponding to the form of coil Com 
pOSing Said heliceS, the Said bars being of ap 
prOXimately the Size of the helices, Substam 
tially as described, whereby to fill the same 
and rendler the coilS So provided firm, . While 
by itS alternate open helix the flexibility of 
the mat is preserwed and accumulations per 
mitted to go through the Same. 

8. A Wire mat or matting comp0Sed of par 
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allel heliceS interlocked, each or every alter- || whereby the free ends are disposed of and 
nate helix prowided With a bar extending | the bars secured within the helices. | C) 
therethrough, hawing a cross-section corre- In testimony Whereof I affix my Signature in 
Sponding to the form of the coil composing || presence of two subscribing witmeSSes. 
Said heliceS and filling the same, and the ter- THOMAS C. MCPIHERSON. 
minals of each_helix bent in Substantially Witnesses: 
hooked form and connected with its adjacent J. R. MERRIMAN, 
terminal thereby, Substantially as described, O. R. MCPHERSON. 

  


