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Lid With Dispensing Feature

Continue to paragraph [0002].

Continue to paragraph [0003].
BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates to lids for containers (e.g., beverage cups) for containing and/or
dispensing fluids (e.g., beverages). More specifically, the disclosure is generally directed to a lid having a

dispensing feature.
SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In general, one aspect of the disclosure is generally directed to a lid for a container. The lid can comprise
a central wall and a dispensing feature comprising a dispenser flap foldably connected to the central wall, a
projection extending from the dispenser flap, and a ledge. The dispenser flap can be movable to a dispensing
position in which the dispenser flap is spaced from the ledge to at least partially form a dispensing opening. The

projection can be in locking engagement with the ledge when the dispenser flap is in the dispensing position.

In another aspect, the disclosure is generally directed to a method of forming a lid. The method can
comprise forming a central wall and forming a dispensing feature comprising a dispenser flap foldably connected
to the central wall, a projection extending from the dispenser flap, and a ledge. The dispenser flap can be
movable to a dispensing position in which the dispenser flap is spaced from the ledge to at least partially form a
dispensing opening. The projection can be in locking engagement with the ledge when the dispenser flap is in

the dispensing position.

In another aspect, the disclosure is generally directed to a method that can comprise obtaining a lid
comprising a central wall and a dispensing feature. The dispensing feature can comprise a dispenser flap
foldably connected to the central wall, a projection extending from the dispenser flap, and a ledge. The method
further can comprise actuating the dispensing feature by moving the dispenser flap to a dispensing position in
which the dispenser flap is spaced from the ledge to at least partially form a dispensing opening and locking the

dispensing feature in the dispensing position by engaging the projection in locking engagement with the ledge.
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Those skilled in the art will appreciate the above stated advantages and other advantages and
benefits of various additional embodiments reading the following detailed description of the embodiments

with reference to the below-listed drawing figures.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

According to common practice, the various features of the drawings discussed below are not
necessarily drawn to scale. Dimensions of various features and elements in the drawings may be expanded

or reduced to more clearly illustrate the embodiments of the disclosure.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a lid with a dispensing feature in an initial configuration according

to a first exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.
Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the lid of Fig. 1.
Figs. 3 and 4 arce elevation views of the lid of Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the lid of Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the lid of Fig. 1 engaged with a container and with the dispensing
feature in a dispensing configuration according to the first exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the lid and container of Fig. 6 with a liquid and solids in the

interior defined by the container and the lid according to the first embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 8 is a partial perspective view of the lid of Figs. 1 and 6 with the dispensing feature in the
dispensing configuration according to the first embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 9 is a detail cross-sectional view of the lid and the container of Figs. 6 and 7.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a lid with a dispensing feature in an initial configuration according

to a second exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 11 is a partial perspective view of the lid of Fig. 10 with the dispensing feature in a

dispensing configuration according to the second embodiment of the disclosure.
Fig. 12 is a detail cross-sectional view of the lid of Fig. 11.

Corresponding parts are designated by corresponding reference numbers throughout the drawings.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

Containers and lids according to the present disclosure can cooperate to accommodate fluids, e.g.,
liquid or semi-liquid beverages that can include one or more solid components, of different sizes and
compositions. For the purpose of illustration and not for the purpose of limiting the scope of the
disclosure, the following detailed description describes a container for cool, cold, and/or at least partially
frozen beverages, e.g., water, soda, iced coffee, cold brew coffee, blended ice beverages (such as
smoothies, slush beverages, milkshakes, etc.), iced tea, lemonade, and other flavored or unflavored
beverages, to name a few. It will be understood that the containers and lids described herein can contain
different types of beverages having any suitable temperature and/or products containing one or more food

items without departing from the disclosure.

As described herein, lids can be formed of a plastic material (e.g., a food grade polymer) and
containers can be formed from blanks (e.g., paperboard blanks). In one embodiment, lids can be formed
by thermoforming and/or injection molding and/or any other suitable forming method. Containers can be
formed from the blanks by overlapping multiple portions, panels, and/or end flaps. Such portions, panels,
and/or end flaps may be designated herein in terms relative to one another, e.g., “first,” “second,” *“third,”
etc., in sequential or non-sequential reference, without departing from the disclosure. In another
embodiment, the lids could be formed from paper products and/or the containers could be formed from
plastic materials without departing from the disclosure. In this specification, the terms “inner,” “interior,”
“outer,” “exterior,” “front,” “back,” “rear,” “side,” “lower,” “bottom,” “upper,” and “top” indicate

orientations determined in relation to fully erected and upright containers.

In an exemplary embodiment, Fig. 1 illustrates a drinking lid 10 for attachment to a container C
(Figs. 6, 7, and 9), such as a drinking cup. The container C can be configured for holding cold and/or hot
beverages and/or other suitable items. In one embodiment, the container can hold cold beverages (e.g.,
soda, juice, milk, tea, coffee, cocktails, and/or other suitable beverages) with or without ice. In another
embodiment, the container can hold hot beverages (e.g., tea, coffee, hot chocolate, and/or other suitable
beverages). The container can have a bottom wall B (Fig. 7) and a sidewall SW (Figs. 6, 7, and 9)
extending around an interior of the container for holding the beverage or any suitable liquid L. The

container further can include a rim R (Figs. 7 and 9) for receiving the lid at a top end of the sidewall SW.

As shown in Figs. 1-5, the lid 10 can include a top or central wall 12, an annular ridge 13
extending upwardly from the central wall 12, a flange or annular skirt 14 extending downwardly from the
central wall 12 and the annular ridge 13, and an opening feature or dispensing feature 16 formed in the
central wall 12. As shown in Figs. 1 and 5, the central wall 12 can be sloped downwardly from the
dispensing feature 16 and the central wall 12 and the annular ridge 13 can form an interior space or
ponding area 17 so that any liquid on the top side of the lid 10 can collect in an area that is spaced away

from the dispensing feature 16. As shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, the annular ridge 13 can include a recessed
3
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portion 13a that extends along at least a portion of the dispensing feature 16. In the illustrated
embodiment, the central wall 12 also can include indicators 13b that can be selectively actuated (e.g.,
depressed) or marked to indicate the type of beverage that is contained in the container C. As shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 5, the central wall 12 optionally can include a vent 19, which can allow gases (e.g., from
carbonated beverages) to escape from the interior of the container C and/or can allow air to enter the
interior when liquid L is being dispensed through the dispensing feature 16. In one embodiment, the vent
19 can be positioned in or near a lowest point of the central wall 12 (e.g., so that the central wall 12 slopes
upwardly from the vent 19 to the annular ridge 13). Alternatively, the vent 19 could be omitted. The
central wall 12 and/or the annular ridge 13 could be omitted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged,
positioned, and/or configured without departing from the disclosure.

In the illustrated embodiment, the dispensing feature 16 can include a recessed panel 18 extending
from the central wall 12 and a dispenser flap 20 foldably connected to the top panel 12 along a hinge 22.
As shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 5, the dispenser flap 20 can be separable from the recessed panel 18 along a
cut 23. In one embodiment, the cut 23 could be any line of weakness (e.g., a partial cut, perforation line,
tear line, a cut line with one or more nicks, etc.) that is suitable for allowing the dispenser flap 20 to
separate from the recessed panel 18 when the dispensing feature 16 is actuated. As shown in Figs. 1-5, the
opening feature 16 further can include a projection or protuberance 24 with a curved top surface 26, a front
surface 28, and a corner 30 extending between the top surface 26 and the front surface 28. In an
exemplary embodiment, the dispenser flap 20 and the protuberance 24 can be considered a tab. As shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 5, the protuberance 24 is spaced from the cut 23 in the dispenser flap 20 so that a portion
of the dispenser flap 20 extends around the perimeter of the protuberance 24. In the illustrated
embodiment, the top surface 26 can be curved as shown in at least Figs. 1 and 3 to allow fluid to flow
efficiently around the protuberance 24 as described in more detail below. In addition, the curve and slope
of the top surface 26 shown in Figs. 1-5 can help provide a more comfortable engagement between the
protuberance 24 and a user’s lip. In the illustrated embodiment, the top surface 26 can be curved from a
central portion of the protuberance 24 to respective sides of the protuberance 24 in a direction that is
parallel to the front surface 28 and the ledge 32 (Fig. 3). In addition, the top surface 26 can be curved
downwardly away from the front surface 28 in an exemplary embodiment (Fig. 4). The dispenser flap 20
and/or the protuberance 24 could be omitted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or
configured without departing from the disclosure.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 5, the hinge 22 can be a curved (e.g., semicircular) portion extending
downwardly relative to the central wall 12 and the recessed panel 18 and can extend from the recessed
panel 18 to the central wall 12. In one embodiment, as shown in Fig. 2, the cut 23 can include two curved
(e.g., semicircular) side portions 23a extending from a front portion 23b, which can be curved (e.g.,
slightly curved). In the illustrated embodiment, two end portions 23c of the cut 23 can extend from
respective ends of the side portions 23a to a centerline CL of the hinge 22. In one embodiment, the end
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portions 23¢ are straight in the plan view of Fig. 2; however, the end portions 23¢ extend along the curve
of the hinge 22 from the recessed panel 18 to the centerline CL. Alternatively, the cut 23, including any of
its portions 23a, 23b, 23¢, could have any suitable shape without departing from the disclosure. As shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 5, the front portion 23b of the cut 23 can be spaced from the recessed portion 13a of the
annular ridge 13 so that the recessed panel 18 forms a ledge 32 extending from the recessed portion 13a to
the front portion 23b.

As shown in Figs. 2 and 5, the front portion 23b of the cut 23, and the edges of the dispenser flap
20 and the ledge 32 formed along the front portion 23b, can be spaced from the centerline CL of the hinge
22 by a distance D1. In one embodiment, a center point of the front portion 23b is spaced from the
centerline CL by the distance D1 or the maximum distance between the front portion 23b and the
centerline CL is the distance D1. Alternatively, the front portion 23b could be straight so that the entire
front portion 23b is spaced from the centerline CL by the distance D1. As shown in Fig. 5, the corner 30
of the protuberance 24 is spaced apart from the centerline CL of the hinge 22 by a distance D2 (e.g., the
center point and/or the maximum distance between the corner 30 and the centerline CL is the distance D2).
In the illustrated embodiment, the distance D2 is greater than the distance D1 so that protuberance 24 and
the ledge 32 can engage one another to lock the dispensing feature in the dispensing position as discussed

in more detail below.

As shown in Figs. 1-5, the dispensing feature 16 is in a closed configuration wherein the dispenser
flap 20 engages, abuts, and/or is closely spaced from the recessed panel 18 at the cut 23 to help prevent or
reduce spilling or splashing of liquids in the container C through the dispensing feature 16 when the
dispensing feature 16 is in the closed position of Figs. 1-5. The dispensing feature 16 could be otherwise
shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing from the disclosure.

As shown in Fig. 6, the lid 10 can engage the container C so that the container C and the lid 10
cooperate to enclose an interior space 34 (Figs. 7 and 9). In the illustrated embodiment, the skirt 14
includes an internal annular groove 36 extending along the annular ridge 13 and a plurality of inwardly-
extending protrusions 38 spaced along the circumference of the skirt 14. As shown in Fig. 5, the
protrusions 38 have upper surfaces that form a lower portion of the annular groove 36, and the upper
surfaces of the protrusions 38 can be curved and/or sloped. When the lid 10 is engaged with the container
C to at least partially close the top end of the container C, the lid 10 can be placed over the rim R of the
container C so that the skirt 14 engages the rim R. The lid 10 can be pressed downwardly onto the
container C so that sloped lower surfaces of the protrusions 38 engage the rim R. In one embodiment, the
downward pressure on the lid 10 can cause the rim R to push outwardly on the sloped surfaces of the
protrusions 38, causing the skirt 14 to pivot (e.g., bend, flex, and/or fold) outwardly so that the protrusions
38 can move past the rim R as the lid 10 is pushed downwardly. Accordingly, as shown in Figs. 7 and 9,

the lid 10 can snap onto the rim R as the protrusions 38 move past the rim R and the rim R is engaged in

5
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the annular groove 36. The skirt 14 can move back to its original position with the protrusions 38 engaged
with an underside of the rim R at their upper surfaces (Figs 7 and 9). The snap-fit engagement of the rim R
with the annular groove 36 and the protrusions 38 can help retain the lid 10 in engagement with the
container C so that purposeful bending force can be required on the skirt 14 to remove the lid 10. The skirt
14 could be omiftted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without
departing from the disclosure. For example, the lid 10 could be otherwise configured to engage the

container C.

As shown in Figs. 6-9, the dispensing feature 16 can be actuated to an open or dispensing
configuration (e.g., for drinking a beverage through the opening feature). In one embodiment, the
dispensing feature 16 can be actuated by pressing against a portion (e.g., the top surface 26) of the
protuberance 24 (e.g., with a finger or an upper lip) so that the protuberance 24 and the dispenser flap 20
are pushed downwardly (e.g., inwardly) about the hinge 22. When the protuberance 24 and the dispenser
flap 20 are pressed downwardly, the dispenser flap 20 can separate from the recessed panel 18 at the cut 23
and can pivot about the hinge 22 (e.g., along the centerline CL). At least a portion of the front surface 28
of the protuberance 24 can slide against the ledge 32 of the recessed panel 18 until the corner 30 snaps
under the ledge 32 and the top surface 26 engages under the ledge 32 (Figs. 7 and 9). As the protuberance
32 slides past the edge of the recessed panel 18 formed by the cut 23 at the ledge 32, at least the ledge 32
can deform to accommodate the corner 30, which is spaced farther from the centerline CL than the edge of
the ledge 32 (e.g., the distance D2 is greater than the distance D1 as shown in Fig. 9). Once the corner 30
passes the ledge 32, the ledge can snap back to its original position to engage the upper surface 26 of the
protuberance 24. The engagement (e.g., locking engagement) of the ledge 32 with the upper surface 26
adjacent the cormer 30 can help retain the protuberance 24 and the dispenser flap 20 in the inward,
dispensing position of Figs. 6-9. Accordingly, the protuberance 24 and the dispenser flap 20 can be locked
in the open configuration so that they are retained in the open dispensing configuration. In one
embodiment, the dispensing feature 16 can be locked permanently in the open configuration or can require
significant effort to close the dispensing feature 16 (e.g., by removing the lid 10 from the container C and
forcing the lid 10 to deform so that the protuberance 24 can move past the ledge 32 of the recessed panel
18).

As shown in Figs. 6-9, an opening 40 can be formed in the dispensing feature 16 when the
dispenser flap 20 is moved to the dispensing position and the protuberance 24 is in locking engagement
with the ledge 32. The opening 40 can be formed around the protuberance 24 and the dispenser flap 20
when the dispensing feature 16 is in the dispensing configuration. In the illustrated embodiment, the liquid
L can flow around the dispenser flap 20 and the protuberance 24 (e.g., along the curved top surface 26)
through the opening 40 when a user tilts the container for drinking the beverage (Fig. 7). In one
embodiment, the curve of the top surface 26 results in the sides of the protuberance 24 (e.g., the portions of
the protuberance 24 adjacent the side portions 23a of the cut 23) being shorter than the central portion of

6
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the protuberance 24 at the front surface 28 (e.g., where the protuberance 24 engages the ledge 32 in the
dispensing position) so that the liquid L can easily flow around the sides of the protuberance 24 through
the opening 40. As shown in Fig. 7, solids S (e.g., ice, fruit pieces, tea bags, infusers, etc.) can be blocked
by the dispenser flap 20 and/or the protuberance 24 while the liquid L is dispensed through the opening 40.
Accordingly, the solids S are at least partially prevented from passing through the opening 40, blocking the
opening 40, and/or contacting a drinker’s lips and/or teeth while the liquid L is dispensed so that it is
easier, more comfortable, and/or more convenient for the user to drink the beverage. The dispensing
feature 16 could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing from the

disclosure.

In operation, a user can at least partially fill the container C with liquid L and/or solids S and can
engage the lid 10 with the top portion of the container C. As shown in Figs. 6, 7, and 9, the 1lid 10 can be
pressed downwardly on the top of the container C with the skirt 14 on an outside portion of the rim R until
the rim R snaps into the annular groove 36. The protrusions 38 can engage under the rim R to help retain
the lid 10 on the container C. In the illustrated embodiment, the dispenser flap 20 in the closed position of
Figs. 1-5 can help prevent splashing and/or spilling of the liquid L from the container C. The user can
actuate the dispensing feature 16 by pressing downwardly on the protuberance 24 (e.g., by engaging the
top surface 26 with a lip or a finger) until the corner 30 of the protuberance 24 snaps under the ledge 32 so
that the dispenser flap 20 is in a dispensing position and the protuberance 24 is in locking engagement with
the ledge 32. In one example, a user can press down on the protuberance 24 with their lip while taking an
initial drink from the container C through the lid 10. As shown in Figs. 6-9, the opening 40 formed around
the dispenser flap 20 and the protuberance 24 can allow the liquid L to pass through the dispensing feature
16 while the protuberance 24 and the dispenser flap 20 can at least partially block the solids S away from
the opening 40. In one embodiment, the user can increase the flow rate of the liquid through the
dispensing feature 16 by pressing on the protuberance 24 (e.g., with the user’s lip while drinking) to move
the dispenser flap 20 and the protuberance 24 inwardly about the hinge 22 to increase the size of the
opening 40.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a lid 110 of a second embodiment of the disclosure. The second
embodiment is generally similar to the first embodiment, except for variations noted and variations that
will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Accordingly, similar or identical features of the
embodiments have been given like or similar reference numbers. As shown in Fig. 10, the lid 110 includes
an annular ridge 113 that is spaced from the outer edge of the central wall 112 and the annular groove 136
forms an outer ridge along the outer circumference of the central wall 112. In one embodiment, the
annular ridge 113 and the annular groove 136 can be structural elements that can help prevent unwanted
bending of the lid 110 and/or can help retain small amounts of liquid on top of the lid 110. As shown in
Figs. 10 and 11, the annular ridge 113 can include a gap 113a to accommodate the dispensing feature 116.
In the illustrated embodiment, the central wall 112 does not include the vent 19 or the indicators 13b of the

7
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lid 10 as shown in Fig. 1. The central wall 112 and/or the annular ridge 113 could be omitted or could be
otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing from the disclosure. For
example, the central wall 112 of the lid 110 could include the indicators 13b, the vent 19, and/or other
suitable features.

As shown in Fig. 10, the dispensing feature 116 includes a projection or protuberance 124 with a
top surface 126, a front surface 128, and a corner 130 that has a different shape than the protuberance 24 of
the first embodiment. The dispensing feature 116 can be actuated similarly to the dispensing feature 16 of
the first embodiment with the dispenser flap 20 folded downwardly along the hinge 22 away from the
ledge 32 so that the top surface 126 can be in locking engagement with the ledge 32 with the corner 130
positioned below the ledge 32 (Figs. 11 and 12). The dispensing feature 116 could be otherwise shaped,

arranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing from the disclosure.

As shown in Figs. 10 and 12, the lid 110 can include a skirt 114 that cooperates with the annular
groove 136 and a retention feature 138 to engage a container C in a similar manner as the skirt 14, the
annular groove 36, and the protrusions 38 of the first embodiment. For example, the lid 110 can be placed
over the rim R of the container C with the skirt 114 outside of the rim R and the lid 110 can be pressed
downwardly so that the rim R snaps past the retention feature 138 and into the annular groove 136. In one
embodiment, the retention feature 138 can engage under the rim R to help retain the lid 110 on the
container C. Any of the skirt 114, the annular groove 138, and/or the retention feature 138 could be
omitted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing from the

disclosure.

Any of the features of the various embodiments of the disclosure can be combined with, replaced
by, or otherwise configured with other features of other embodiments of the disclosure without departing

from the scope of this disclosure.

In one embodiment, the dispensing features 16, 116 can provide a more natural drinking
experience for a user by providing a high flow rate of the beverage while keeping ice and/or other solids
away from the opening 40. Accordingly, it can be convenient to drink a beverage from a container C with
one of the lids 10, 110 without requiring a straw. For example, the dispensing features 16, 116 can help
keep ice away from the user’s lips and/or teeth so that the user is not bothered by the cold ice and/or so that
the ice or other solids S do not impede the flow of the liquid L through the opening 40. In addition, the
dispensing features 16, 116 can help prevent solids S (e.g., ice, fruit, tea bags, etc.) from unexpectedly
passing through the opening 40 while a user is drinking in one embodiment. In an exemplary embodiment,
the shape of the protrusions 24, 124 can allow a user to actnate the dispensing features 16, 116 (e.g., move
the dispenser flap 20 to the dispensing position) by pressing the protrusion 24, 124 downwardly with their
lip while taking an initial drink through the lid 10, 110 for a hands-free or one-handed operation.
Additionally, in one embodiment, the locking of the dispensing features 16, 116 in the dispensing position
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can be more comfortable and convenient to use since the user does not need to continually push against the
dispensing features 16, 116 to keep them open. A user can press against the protrusion 24, 124 {(e.g., with
their lip during drinking) to increase fluid flow through the opening 40, however. In the illustrated
embodiments, the locking engagement of the dispensing features 16, 116 with the ledge 32 can keep the
opening 40 from being closed so that gases (e.g., from a carbonated beverage) can be vented through the
dispensing features 16, 116 without requiring a separate vent opening. However, an optional vent 19 can

be included as shown in the first embodiment.

The containers and/or the blanks that form the containers according to the present disclosure can
be, for example, formed from coated paperboard and similar materials. For example, the interior and/or
exterior sides of the blanks can be coated with a clay coating. The clay coating may then be printed over
with product, advertising, price coding, and other information or images. The blanks may then be coated
with a varnish to protect any information printed on the blank. The blanks may also be coated with, for
example, a moisture barrier layer, on either or both sides of the blank. In accordance with the above-
described embodiments, the blanks may be constructed of paperboard of a caliper such that it is heavier
and more rigid than ordinary paper. The blanks can also be constructed of other materials, such as
cardboard, hard paper, or any other material having properties suitable for enabling the container to
function at least generally as described herein. The blanks can also be laminated or coated with one or

more sheet-like materials at selected panels or panel sections.

In accordance with the above-described embodiments of the present disclosure, a fold line can be
any substantially linear, although not necessarily straight, form of weakening that facilitates folding there
along. More specifically, but not for the purpose of narrowing the scope of the present disclosure, fold
lines include: a score line, such as lines formed with a blunt scoring knife, or the like, which creates a
crushed portion in the material along the desired line of weakness; a cut that extends partially into a
material along the desired line of weakness, and/or a series of cuts that extend partially into and/or
completely through the material along the desired line of weakness; and various combinations of these

features.

The above embodiments may be described as having one or more portions adhered together by
glue during erection of the container embodiments. The term “glue” is intended to encompass all manner

of adhesives commonly used to secure containers in place.

The foregoing description illustrates and describes various embodiments of the present disclosure.
As various changes could be made in the above construction without departing from the scope of the
disclosure, it is intended that all matter contained in the above description or shown in the accompanying
drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Furthermore, the scope of the
present disclosure covers various modifications, combinations, and alterations, etc., of the above-described

embodiments. Additionally, the disclosure shows and describes only selected embodiments, but various
9
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other combinations, modifications, and environments are contemplated and are within the scope of the
inventive concept as expressed herein, commensurate with the above teachings, and/or within the skill or
knowledge of the relevant art. Furthermore, certain features and characteristics of each embodiment may
be selectively interchanged and applied to other illustrated and non-illustrated embodiments without

departing from the scope of the disclosure.

10



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. Alid for a container, the lid comprising:
a central wall; and

a dispensing feature comprising a dispenser flap foldably connected to the central w.

extending from the dispenser flap, and a ledge, wherein the projection comprises a top surfag

downwardly from a centerline of the projection along a direction that is parallel to at least
ledge;

the dispenser flap is movable to a dispensing position in which the dispenser flap

the ledge to at least partially form a dispensing opening, the projection being in locking en

the ledge when the dispenser flap is in the dispensing position,
further comprising a recessed panel extending in the central wall, wherein the re

recessed with respect to the central wall, and the recessed panel comprises the ledge.

2. The lid of claim 1, wherein the projection comprises a front surface extending at least

the dispenser flap to a corner of the projection, and the corner is positioned below the 1

projection is in locking engagement with the ledge.

all, a projection
e that is curved

a portion of the

is spaced from

igagement with

cessed panel is

upwardly from

edge when the

3. The lid of claim 2, wherein the top surface extends from the corner, and the top surface engages the

ledge when the projection is in locking engagement with the ledge.

4. The lid of claim 3, wherein the direction along which the top surface of the projection is curved

downwardly is parallel to at least a portion of the front surface.

5. The lid of claim 2, wherein the front surface of the projection is spaced from the ledge by at least a

portion of the dispenser flap when the dispenser flap is in an initial position.

6. The lid of claim 2, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central wall by at least a hinge,

the ledge is spaced apart from the hinge by a first distance, the corner of the projection is spaced apart from

the hinge by a second distance, and the second distance is greater than the first distance.

7. The lid of claim 1, wherein the dispenser flap is sepafable from the recessed panel along

dispensing feature is in an initial position.
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8. The lid of claim 7, wherein the cut comprises two semicircular side portions and a front portion extending

from respective ends of the side portions, the front portion extending along at least the

dispensing feature is in the initial position,

9. The lid of claim 8, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central wal
and the cut further comprises two end portions extending from respective ends of the side p

the hinge.

10. The lid of claim 1, wherein the top surface of the projection engages the ledge when t

in locking engagement with the ledge.

11. The lid of claim 1, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central w:

hinge, the ledge is spaced apart from the hinge by a first distance, at least a portion of tl

ledge when the

1 along a hinge,

ortions and into

he projection is

all by at least a

ie projection is

spaced apart from the hinge by a second distance, and the second distance is greater than thwe first distance.

12. A method of forming a lid comprising:

forming a central wall; and

forming a dispensing feature comprising a dispenser flap foldably connected to the central wall, a

projection extending from the dispenser flap, and a ledge, wherein the projection compris

that is curved downwardly from a centerline of the projection along a direction that is para

portion of the ledge;

the dispenser flap is movable to a dispensing position in which the dispenser flap r

the ledge to at least partially form a dispensing opening, the projection being in locking en

the ledge when the dispenser flap is in the dispensing position,

the forming the central wall comprises forming a recessed panel extending in the ¢

that is recessed with respect to the central wall, the recessed panel comprising the ledge.

els a top surface

lel to at least a

s spaced from

gagement with

entral wall and

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the projection comprises a front surface extending at least upwardly

from the dispenser flap to a corner of the projection, and the corner is positioned below the

projection is in locking engagement with the ledge.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the top surface extends from the corner, and the top st

the ledge when the projection is in locking engagement with the ledge.
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15. The method of claim 13, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central
" a hinge, the ledge is spaced apart from the hinge by a first distance, the corner of the proje
apart from the hinge by a second distance, and the second distance is greater than the first d

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the forming the dispensing feature comprises form;
recessed panel, the dispenser flap being separable from the recessed panel along the cut wher

feature is in an initial position.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the cut comprises two semicircular side portions and
extending from respective ends of the side portions, the front portion extending along at

when the dispensing feature is in the initial position.

wall by at least
ction is spaced

istance.
Ing a cut in the

) the dispensing

a front portion

least the ledge

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the centJal wall along a

hinge, and the cut further comprises two end portions extending from respective ends of th

and into the hinge.

e side portions

19. The method of claim 12, wherein the top surface engages the ledge when the projecti(()n is in locking

engagement with the ledge.

20. The method of claim 12, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central
a hinge, the ledge is spaced apart from the hinge by a first distance, at least a portion of t
spaced apart from the hinge by a second distance, and the second distance is greater than th

21. A method comprising:

wall by at least -
e projection is

¢ first distance.

obtaining a lid comprising a central wall and a dispensing feature, the dispensing feaﬂure comprising

a dispenser flap foldably connected to the central wall, a projection extending from the dispenser flap, and

a ledge, wherein the projection comprises a top surface that is curved downwardly from a c

projection along a direction that is parallel to at least a portion of the ledge, the lid furthe

recessed panel extending in the central wall, wherein the recessed panel is recessed with

central wall, and the recessed panel comprises the ledge;

éctuating the dispensing feature by moving the dispenser flap to a dispensing positi

dispenser flap is spaced from the ledge to at least partially form a dispensing opening; and
locking the dispensing feature in the dispensing position by engaging the projec

engagement with the ledge.
13
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22. The method of claim 21, wherein the projection comprises a front surface extending at

from the dispenser flap to a corner of the projection, and the engaging the projection in lockil

with the Iedgé comprises positioning the corner below the ledge.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the top surface extends from the corner, and th

projection in locking engagement with the ledge comprises engaging the top surface with th

least upwardly

ng engagement

,

'

engaging the
e ledge.

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the dispenser flap is separable from the recessed paPel along a cut

prior to the actuating the dispensing feature.

25. The method of claim 21, wherein the engaging the projection in locking engagement

comprises engaging the top surface with the ledge.

26. The method of claim 21, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central

a hinge, the ledge is spaced apart from the hinge by a first distance, at least a portion of th

spaced apart from the hinge by a second distance, and the second distance is greater than th

27. The lid of claim 1, further comprising an annular ridge extending upwardly from th

. wherein the annular ridge comprises a recessed portion extending along at least a portion of]

feature.

with the ledge

wall by at least
e projection is

e first distance.

e central wall,

the dispensing

28. The lid of claim 1, wherein the central wall is sloped downwardly from the dispenser feature.

29. The lid of claim 1, wherein the dispenser flap is foldably connected to the central wal
and is at least partially defined by a cut when the dispensing feature is in an initial positi

comprises two end portion extending into the hinge.

30. The lid of claim 29, wherein the hinge is a curved portion extending downwardly relatiy

wall.

| along a hinge

on, and the cut

e to the central

31. The lid of claim 29, wherein the end portions of the cut extend to a centerline of the hinge.

14
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