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This invention relates to saucer grids, and more 
particularly to a grid detachably mounted in a 
saucer to support a drinking cup out of contact 
with liquid in the saucer. - - - - - - 

It is among the objects of the invention to pro 
vide an openwork grid or grille which can be 
placed in a saucer to support a drinking cup out 
of contact with the saucer and above any liquid 
which may have been accidentally spilled in the 
saucer; which will fit into a conventional saucer 
and may be detachably sectired therein; which 
provides for the free flow of spilled liquid from 
the outer portions of the saucer to the center portion thereof; which may be provided in vari 
ous designs of ribs and rings; and which is sim 
ple and durable in construction, economical to 
manufacture and neat and attractive in appear 
3?C?. i: ; . . . 

Other objects and advantages will become ap 
parent from a consideration of the following de 
scription and appended claims in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a saucer with a 
saucer grid illustrative of the invention opera 
tively mounted therein; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view on the line 
2-2 of Figure 1, with a drinking cup shown in 
broken lines supported on the saucer grid; ... " 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a spring clip 
used to releasably secure the grid in th XT;. 30 

Figure 4 is a top plan view similar to Figure 1, 
showing a somewhat modified form of saucer 
grid; - SSSAS SSSSS SSS SSSSSSS SSSS 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view similar to 
Figure 2 taken on the line of Figure 4, 35 or periphery of the saucer, a difference in diame 
"????à¥???xey ter of the grid and the saucer approximately one of the saucer and grid illustrated in Figure ?á?f fr??h hav????? hear? Fr?????? +? ???s??ri?? ?- taken on the line 6-6 of Figure 5; half inch having been found to provide a satis 
Figure 7 is a top plan view similar to Figures 

1 and 4, showing a still further form of saucer 
grid; h · ····· 

Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view on the line 
8-8 of Figure 7, with a drinking cup s in 
broken lines supported on the grid; 

Figure 9 is a top plan view of a saucer the base of one-eighth of an inch and a width 
another modified form of Saucer grid; and at the top of one-sixteenth of an inch have been Figure 10 is a cross-sectional view on the line found to provide - 
lost of Figure 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . and attractive appearance, for the grid. 
With continued reference to the drawings, the Notches f8 are provided in the straight ribstand 

saucer generally indicated at 10, is the same in 50 notches 8 at the outer and inner intersections all the forms of the invention and is of known or of the straight ribs to provide passagewas 
conventional construction, being concave on its he top surface of the saucer and the bot 
upper side and convex on its lower or bottom side, • ," for the passage of liquid 
and having a circular supporting rib or bead uter portion to the centerportion of 
concentrically disposed on its bottom, convex side 55 ?" , 

àrea ?nicompassed by th? bëad il the top, cön, 
side of the saucer is provided with a drip 
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bottom edges of the ribs 46 and 47 at their inter 
section with each other and the circular rib 37 to provide passages for the flow of spilled liquid 
to the center portion of the saucer. The upper 
edges of all of the ribs except the outer rib or 
ring 36 lie in a common flat surface or plane 
to firmly support the cup 28 and no ribs extend 
across the interior of the inner ring 39. The 
outer ring or rib. 36 is of approximately: the Same 
size and shape as the outer ring, 45; described in 
connection with Figures 1 and 2, and projects 
above the top plane of the straight and inter 
mediate circular ribs of the grid. 
This grid is releasably secured in the saucer 

by the lugs 19 and spring clips 20 in the manner 
described above. , , , 

In the additional modified form of the inven 
tion illustrated in Figures 9 and 10, the saucer, 
lugs and spring clips are the same as those de 
scribed above, and the grid-comprises an outer, 
circular rib or ring 5 similar in size and shape 
to the outer ring 5 of Figures 1 and 2, as de 
scribed above. This modified grid also comprises 
an inner circular rib or ring 5 concentric with 
the outer circular rib 50 and an intermediate cir 
cular rib 52 concentric with the circular ribs 59 
and 5 and circumferentially disposed Substan 
tially midway between the outer and inner rings. 
A plurality of straight ribs. 53. extend radially 

in spoke-like fashion from the outer ring to the 
inner ring across the intermediate ring and are 
spaced apart at substantially equal angular 
intervals around the concentric rings. While the 
number of straight ribs 53 may be varied without 
in any way exceeding the scope of the invention, 
it has been found that. 6...radially directed ribs 
spaced apart at angular intervals of 22% pro 
vide a grid which is entirely satisfactory in use. 

In this arrangement the radially disposed 
straight ribs have a width substantially equal to 
the depth of the space within the saucer in which 
the grid is disposed, but the circular ribs 5 and 
52 have a width materially less than the width 
of the straight ribs, so that the bottom edges of 
the circular ribs are spaced from the bottom 
edges of the straight ribs toward the top edges 
of the ribs, as is clearly illustrated in Figure i0. 
All of the ribs except the outer circular rib 50 
have their top edges in a common flat surface 
or plane, and the straight ribs terminate at the 
inner ring 5 and do not extend across this inner 
1’Ing. 

In both forms of the invention as illustrated in 
Figures 7 and 8 and 9 and 10, the spacing of the 
lower edges of the circular ribs from the bottom 
surface of the grid provides passageways for the 
free flow of liquid spilled into the Saucer from 
the outer annular portion of the Saucer to the 
center portion thereof, where the liquid can be 
collected in depression i. 
The above-suggested materials of which the 

grids may be formed are readily moldable ma 
terials, and it is contemplated that each grid 
will be molded or cast as a one-piece or integral 
structure in Which the ribs are integrally joined 
together at the locations at which they intersect. 
All of the grids are provided with generally con 
vex bottom surfaces fitting the concave upper 
surface of a conventional saucer and with flat, 
cup supporting upper surfaces and may be pro 
vided in various colors as may be desired, or 
otherwise ornamented to enhance their appear 
ance. The grids may be provided either with or 
without the clips 20 and lugs 9, as may be de 
Sired. 

O 

20 

25 

30. 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

70 

75 

s 
The invention may be embodied in other 

specific forms without departing from the spirit 
or essential characteristics thereof. The present 
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in 
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the 
scope of the invention being indicated by the 
appended claims rather than by the foregoing de 
scription, and all changes which come within 
the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claims are, therefore, intended to be embraced 
therein. s 
What is claimedis: 
1. In combination with a saucer having a sub 

stantially circular rim and an inner concave sur 
face of spheroidal shape within said rim, a cup 
supporting grid removably mounted in said 
saucer and comprising an open work structure 
including a circular outer ring disposed against 
the inner surface of said saucer and spaced from 
said saucer rim, and ribs disposed within said 
ring and integrally joined to said ring and to 
each other, said ribs all having their surfaces 
remote from the inner surface of said saucer dis 
posed substantially in a common plane parallel 
to the Surface portion of said ring nearest the 
rim of Said saucer and at least some of said ribs 
having their inner surfaces at least in part con 
vexly congruent to the inner concave surface of 
Said saucer and each rib having a length di 
mension parallel to said plane, a width dimension 
perpendicular to said plane and less than said 
length dimension and a thickness dimension par 
allel to said plane and perpendicular to said 
length dimension and less than said width di 
mension. 

2. In combination with a saucer having a sub 
Stantially circular rim and an inner concave sur 
face of Spheroidal shape within said rim, a cup 
Supporting grid removably mounted in said saucer 
and Comprising an open Work structure including 
a circular Outer ring disposed against the inner 
Surface Of Said Saucer and Spaced from Said sau 
cer rim, and ribs disposed within said ring and 
integrally joined to said ring and to each other, 
Said ribs all having their surfaces remote from 
the inner surface of said saucer disposed substan 
tially in a common plane parallel to the surface 
portion of Said ring nearest the rim of said saucer 
and at least Some of Said ribs having their inner 
Surfaces at least in part convexly congruent to 
the inner concave surface of said saucer and 
each rib having a length dimension parallel to 
said plane, a width dimension perpendicular to 
Said plane and less than said length dimension 
and a thickness dimension parallel to said plane 
and perpendicular to said length dimension and 
less than said Width dimension, and means con 
nected between said ring and the rim of said 
Saucer detachably securing said grid in said 
SaCe 

3. In combination with a saucer having a sub 
stantially circular rim and an inner concave sur 
face of Spheroidal shape within said rin, a cup 
Supporting grid removably mounted in said 
saucer and comprising an open work structure 
including a circular outer ring disposed against 
the inner Surface of Said saucer and spaced from 
said Saucer rim, and ribs disposed within said 
ling and integrally joined to said ring and to 
each other, Said ribs having their surfaces re 
note from the inner surface of said saucer dis 
posed Substantially in a plane parallel to and 
spaced from the Surface of said ring nearest the 
rim of Said Saucer in a direction away from the 
rim of Said Saucer and at least some of said ribs 
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having their inner surfaces at least in part con 
vexly congruent to the inner concave Surface 
of said saucer, at least some of said ribs having 
portions of their surfaces adjacent the inner Sur 
face of said saucer spaced from the inner Sur 
face of said saucer to provide passages for the 
flow of liquid from the outer portion toward the 
center of the inner surface of said saucer, and 
each of said ribs having a length dimension par 
allel to said plane, a width dimension perpendic 
ular to said plane and less than said length di 
mension and a thickness dimension parallel to 
said plane and perpendicular to said length di 
mension and less than said width dimension. 

4. In combination with a saucer having a Sub 
stantially circular rim and an inner concave 
surface of spheroidal shape within Said rim, a 
cup supporting grid removably mounted in Said 
saucer and comprising an open work structure 
including a circular outer ring disposed against 
the inner surface of said saucer in spaced rela 
tionship to said saucer rim, and ribs having a 
substantially rectangular cross sectional shape 
the major dimension of which extends in a di 
rection from the rim to the center of said saucer, 
and other ribs disposed within Said ring and in 
tegrally joined to said ring and to Said first 
named ribs and having their Surfaces remote 
from the inner Surface of said Saucer disposed 
substantially in a plane parallel to and Spaced 
from the surface portion of said ring nearest 
the rim of said saucer in a direction away from 
said saucer rim, at least Some of said ribs having 
their inner Surfaces at least in part convexly 
congruent to the inner concave Surface of Said 
saucer and each of said ribs having a length di 
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3 
mension parallel to said plane, a width dimen 
sion perpendicular to said plane and less than 
said length dimension and a thickness dimen 
sion parallel to said plane and perpendicular to 
said length dimension and less than Said width 
dimension. 

MARTIN F. BABSKI. 
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