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The present invention relates to eiastic belts for ar- 1:

ticles of clothing and more particularly to elastic belis
designed to be permanently attached to trousers and
skirts. Also the present invention relates to a mnovel
process for making the belt and for aitaching the same
to the article of clothing.

Elastic belts on clothing have been known in the past
for example in men’s shorts and even on waist portions
of outer articles of clothing. Many disadvantages are
present in known elastic belts which are attached to
cuter articles of clothing. For example, if they are made
in the same way as elastic belts of men’s shorts, they
are too weak to perform their desired functions. - Also,
known elastic belts on outer articles of clothing do not
have a desirable appearance so that they have not pro-
moted the salability of the clothing. Moreover, where
such belts have been known in the past, it has been neces-
sary to provide the article of clothing with special hol-
low- sections in which the belt is mounted, and this in-
creases the cost of the clothing considerably so that it
has not been possible to provide such belts in me‘{pen—
sive ready-made clothing.

One of the cbjects of the present invention is to pro-
vide an elastic belt which is of a very simple and inex-
pensive construction to be permanently attached to an
article of clothing.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a process for attaching such a belt to an article of cloth-
ing in such a simple manner that unskilled workers can
easily attach the beli properly.

A further object of the present invention is to provide

an elastic belt of the above-described type which at the
same time descreases the present day costs of clothing.

A still further object of the present invention is to
provide an elastic belt of the above-described type which
will have a pleasing outward appearance.
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Still another cbject of the present invention is to pro-

vide a belt which will easily adapt itself to waists of
various sizes without slipping.

With the above objects in view, my present invention
mainly consists of providing a belt which consists of an
elongated fabric band having two spaced iniermediate
sections which have elastic threads woven therein. The
elastic threads woven in cne of the sections are more
numerous and thicker than the elastic threads woven in-
to the other of the sections. This other one of the sec-
tions is adapted to be located on the inner side of the

belt and has a corrugated outer surface which aids in.

preventing slipping of the belt. Among the further fea-
tures of the invention is the provision of an intermediate
portion between the two above-mentioned sections so
that the belt may be easily folded along this intermediate
portion. Also, the invention includes. the feature of
weaving the elastic threads into the fabric of the belt

while the elastic threads are in a stretched condition so.

that when’ they arein an unstreiched condition the fab-
ric ‘of the belt is pulled together into small gathers, “The
two intermediate spaced sections which carry the elastic
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threads leave two opposite outer edge portions along
the band which are ruffled when the elastic threads are
in the non-stretched condition. One of these edge por-
tions is wider than the other edge portion, is located on
the outer side of the article of clothing, and is sewn to
the edge of the waist along a line adjacent to the elastic
section located next to this one edge portion. The other
narrower edge portion is located, after bending the band
along the intermediate non-elastic portion through 180°,
on the inner side of the article of clothing and is sewn
thereto. In this way the edge of the waist portion of the
article of clothing is completely covered by the elastic
band which straddles the same, and it is therefore un-
necessary to finish the edge portion of the waist of the
article of clothing. As a result of this latter feature, the
cost of producing an article of clothing is greatly re-
duced. In manufacturing men’s trousers, for example,
the cost of finishing the waist portion is greater than the
cost of manufacuring the remainder of the trousers, and
by the present invention this cost is greatly reduced.

The novel features which are considered as character-
istic for the invention are set forth in particular in the
appended claims. The invention itself, however, both as
to its construction and its method of operation, together
with additional objects and advantages thereof, will be
best understood from the following description of spe-
cific embodiments when read in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a schematic view of a pair of trousers
having the belt of the present invention attached thereto;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view partially in section of
the belt of the present invention in an intermediate stage
of the process of attaching the same to an article of
clothing;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view partially in section of the
belt as it is finally attached to an article of clothing; and

Fig. 4 is an isometric view partly in section showing
the important features of the belt of the present inven-
tion.

Referring to the drawings, there is shown in Fig. 1 the
upper portion of a pair of trousers 5 having the belt 6
attached to the waist portion thereof. This belt 6 is sewn
to the waist of the trousers 5 so as to be permanently at-
tached thereto and therefore eliminate the need of a
separate belt or suspenders. The belt 6 is made of an
elastic fabric so that it easily adapts itself to waists of
different sizes and performs the function of a conven-
tional beit which maintains a pair of trousers in position
on the wearer.

The details of the censtruction of the belt 6 are shown
in Fig. 4. The belt comprises an elongated band of
fabric divided into five longitudinal, parallel sections 6,
7,8, 9 and 18. The sections 9 and 10 are the outer edge
portions of the belt, and the intermediate sections 6 and
7 are separated by the section 8. The entire belt is woven
as a unitary piece of fabric, and during the weaving
thereof a plurality of elongated elastic threads are woven
into the sections 6 and 7. These threads are in a stretched
condition when they are woven into the fabric, so that
in the finished article the fabric is pulled together in a
plurality of gathers when the elastic threads are in an
unstretched condition. It will be noted from Fig. 4,
that the section é is somewhat thicker than the section
7 and has.twice as many elastic threads therein as are
located in the section 7. - Also, it will be noted that the
elastic threads in section 6 are thicker than the elastic
threads in secticn 7. The fabric in section 7 is formed
around the-e¢lastic threads therein so that a plurality of
corrugatxons are Iocated along around the cuter surfaces:
of section 7. This section 7.of the belt is adapted to:
be located on the inner side of the belt and bear against
the waist of the wearer so that these corrugations in-
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crease the frictional resistance of the belt to sliding and
thereby aid in maintaining the belt in position on the
wearer. It will be seen from Fig. 4 that the outer edge
portion 9 is wider than the outer edge portion 10 and
that ‘these edge portions are ruffied as a result of the
gathering in of the fabric when the elastic thréads are
in an unstretched condition.  The intermediate elongated
" portion 8, which is free of clastic threads, is intended to
permit the elastic band to be easily folded along this elon-
gated portion 8.

In Fig. 2 the belt is shown at an intermediate stage
of its attachment to the trousers 5. The belt is placed
with its outer side against the outer side of the trousers
- § and with the edge portion 9 extending along the un-
finished edge of the waist portion of the trousers 5. The
beit is then sewn to the trousers by the thread 11 which
is located closely adjacent to the section 6 of the belt so
that the ruffles in the edge portion 9 are located above
the thread 11. In this way when the belt is folded over
into its final position the outer part of the. trousers and
belt will present a smooth appearance along the thread
11 where they are joined to each other. -After the belt
has been attached to the trousers by the thread 11, the
entire belt is bent upwardly about the thread 11 and
then the belt is bent through 186° along the section 8 so
that the inner side of section 7 and edge portion 10 are
located along the inner side of the trousers 5, as shown
in Fig. 3. The edge 10 is then sewn to the trousers by
the thread 12, and it will be noted that the major part

of the ruffles in section 16 are located above the thread 3

12 so that the belt can give considerably without stretch-
ing the material of the trousers.. Since the belt straddles
the unfinished edge. of the trousers 5, as is apparent from

Fig. 3, this unfinished edge is completely concealed from’
view and therefore does not require any finishing. Only 8

the outer surface of section 6 -and the outer surface of
section 8 are visible when the belt is worn.

It is apparent that by the above process, a very s1mple
-~ belt is provided which may be very simply attached to
an article of clothing by unskilled labor. The belt can
obviously be made in any desired colors so as to prap-
erly harmonize with the article of clothing to which the
belt is attached.

The above-described belt and process for making and

attaching. the same to an article of clothing is omy in-- 4

tended to show one. possible example of carrying out
the present invention. The oufer -edge portions 9 and
19 are not essential, although their presence prevents
damaging of the elastic threads wheén the belt is sewn to

an article of clothing.- Also, the intermediate portion 8

is not essential, but this feature is very desirable because
it contrels the folding line of the belt and does not [eave
this matter up to the discretion of workers who may not
always fold the belt properly. Also, although the belt

has been-above-described as being attached to a skirt or =

a. pair of trousers, it is obvious that the invention is ap-
plicable to the waist portion of any article of clothing
such as, for example, jackets and blouses to which the
belt -of the present invention may be attached, as dis-
closed above, for properly locating the waist of such
an article of clothing on the wearer. It is evident that
the belt of the present invention may be attached directly
to the lining on the inside of an article of clothing -or
may. be sewn directly over any materials located on the
inside of an article of clothing.

It will be understocd that cach of the elements de-
scribed above, or two or more together, may also find
a useful application in other types of elastic belt differ-
ing from the types described above.

-While the invention has-been iilustrated and described
as. embodied in an elastic belt and process for making
and attaching the same to an article of clothing, it is not
intended to be limited to the details shown, since various

modifications and structural changes may he made with- 7
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out departing in -any way from the spirit of the present
invention.

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully
reveal the gist. of the present invention that others can
by applying current knowledge readily adapt it for vari-
ous applications without omitting features that, from
the standpomt of prior art, fairly constitute essential char-
acteristics of the generic or specific aspects of this inven-
tion and, therefore, such- adaptations should and are in-
tended to be comprehended within the meaning and range
of equivalence of the following claims.

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. In an article of clothing having a waist portion
which has aa inside and an outside and an unfinished
=dge, a belt attached to said waist portion, said belt
comprising an elongated fabric band having a first edge
portion and a first elongated section extending along the
length of said band and being located next to said first

“edge portion, said belt being sewn to the outside of the

waist porticn adjacent the unfinished edge thereof by
a thread passing through said first edge portion along a
line located adjacent to said first elongated section, said
band having an inermediate elongated portion located
distant from the unfinished edge of the waist portion and
a second section extending from said intermediate por-
tion into overlapping relationship with the inside of the
waist portion in overlapping relation with the unfinished
edge of the waist porticn, and said belt having a second
¢dge portion extending from said second section and
being sewn to the waist portion on the inside thereof, said
first and second sections having elastic threads embedded
thersin and extending along the length of said band and
said elastic threads in their unstretched condition gather-
ing together the fabric of said band, the elastic threads
in said first section being more numerous and thicker
than the elactic threads in said second section and said

second section having a substantially corrugated outer
surface.

2. In an article of clothing having a waist portion
which Hhas an inside and an outside and an unfinished
edge, a belt attached to said waist portion, said belt
comprising an elongated fabric band. having a first
edge portion and a first elongated section extending along
ue length of said band and being located next to said
first edge portion, said belt being sewn to the outside of
the waist portion adjacent the unfinished edge thereof by
a thread passing through said first edge portion along a
fine located adjacent to said first elongated section, said
band having an intermediate elongated portion located _
distant from the unfinished edge of the waist portion and
a second section extending from said -intermediate: por-
tion into overlapping relationship with the inside of-the
waist portion in overlapping relation with the unfinished
edge of the waist portion, and said belt having a second.
edge portion extending from: said secomd section and
being sewn to the waist portion on the inside thereof, said
first and second sections having elastic threads embedded
therein and extending along the length of said band and
said elastic threads in their unsiretched condition gather-
ing together the fabric of said band, the elastic threads in
said first section being more numerous and thicker than
the elastic threads in said second section and said second
section having a substantially corrugated outer surface,
said second edge portion of said band being narrower
than said first edge portion and having a plurality of
gathers therein so that said band may be stretched with-
out stretching the waist portion.

3..In an article of clothing having a waist portion -
which has ap inside and an-outside and an unfinished
edge. a belt attached to said waist portion, said belt com-
prising an elongated fabric band having a first edge por-
tion and a first elongated section extending along the
lengih of said band and being located next to. said first
edge portion, said belt being sewn to the outside of the
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waist portion adjacent the unfinished edge thereof by a
thread passing through said first edge portion along a
line located adjacent to said first elongated section, said
band having an intermediate elongated portion located
distant from the unfinished edge of the waist portion and
a second section extending from said intermediate por-
tion into overlapping relationship with the inside of the
waist portion in overlapping relation with the unfinished
edge of the waist portion, and said belt having a sec-
ond edge portion extending from said second section
and being sewn to the waist portion on the inside thereof.
said first and second sections having elastic threads em-
bedded therein and extending along the length of said
band and said elastic threads in their unstretched condi-
tion gathering together the fabric of said band, the elastic
threads in said first section being more numerous and
thicker than the elastic threads in said second section and
said second section having a substantially corrugated outer
surface, said second edge portion of said band being
narrower than said first edge portion and having a plu-
rality of gathers therein so that said band may be stretched
without stretching the waist portion and said intermedi-
ate elongated portion of said band being free of elastic
threads.

4. A garment comprising, in combination, a waist
portion having a free edge and adapted to be located
about the waist of the wearer; and a fabric band strad-
dling said edge of said waist portion, having opposite side
portions in which elastic threads are located, and having
opposite side edges which are finished so that said side
edges will not fray, said opposite side portions of said
band being thicker and heavier than the material of said
waist portion so as to resist rolling when located about
the waist of the wearer, the elastic threads in one of said
side portions of said band being thicker and more numer-
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6 - v
ous than the elastic threads in the other of said side por-
tions of said band, and said opposite side portions of
said band being separated by an intermediate band portion
which is free of elastic threads.

5. A band comprising, an elongated fabric strip adapt-
ed to straddle the waist portion of a garment, said band
having opposite side portions in which elastic threads are
located and having opposite side edges which are finished
so that said side edges will not fray, the elastic threads
in one of said side portions of said band being thicker
and more numerous than the elastic threads in the other
of said side portions of said band, and said opposite side
portions of said band being separated by an intermediate
band portion which is free of elastic threads. -
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