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(54) Title: HYBRID TRANSACTION CARD PACKAGE ASSEMBLY

(57) Abstract: A transaction card 
package assembly comprising a 
transaction card and a card holder, 
wherein the package assembly further 
comprises at least three unique 
identifiers thereon such that the 
transaction card may be activated at 
a point of sale by either a one-step or 
two-step activation process.
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HYBRID TRANSACTION CARD PACKAGE ASSEMBLY

Field of the Invention

5 The present invention relates to a transaction card package assembly. For example, the 

present invention generally relates to package assemblies for transaction cards such as gift 

cards, debit cards, credit cards, and the like.

Background of the Invention
10

The market for transaction cards such as merchant gift cards continues to grow. Such cards 

may be displayed by a vendor in a retail store for purchase by a consumer. As a result, an 

ongoing need exists for improved transaction card package assemblies, which is addressed 

by the present disclosure.

15

It is generally desirable to overcome or ameliorate one or more of the above described 

difficulties, or to at least provide a useful alternative.

Summary of the Invention
20

According to the present invention, there is provided a transaction card package assembly 

comprising a transaction card and a card holder, wherein the package assembly further 

comprises at least three unique identifiers thereon such that the transaction card may be 

activated at a point of sale by both one-step and two-step activation processes, and wherein

25 the three unique identifiers each comprise a different one of a vendor product identification 

code, an issuer account code, and a combination vendor product identification and issuer 

account code.

A transaction card package assembly preferably comprises a transaction card and a card

30 holder, wherein the package assembly further comprises at least three unique identifiers 

thereon such that the transaction card may be activated at a point of sale by either a one- 

step or two-step activation process.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

Preferred embodiments of the present invention are hereafter described, by way of non

limiting example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

5

Figures 1A-6A are front views and figures 1B-6B are back views of various embodiments 

of hybrid transaction card package assemblies according to the present disclosure.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments of the Invention
10

As used herein, transaction card refers to a card that may be used to transact business with 

a party willing to accept the card, for example as tender for a purchase. Examples of such 

cards include credit cards, debit cards, gilt cards, telephone cards, loyalty cards, 

membership cards, ticket cards, entertainment cards, sports cards, prepaid cards, and the

15 like. Typically, such cards are wallet-sized and made of plastic. In various embodiments, 

the transaction card may be a type of card such as a gift or prepaid card that requires 

activation at a point of sale. For example, a transaction card may be purchased and 

activated at a point of sale by a consumer and subsequently used by the consumer or 

another (e.g., the recipient of the card as a gift) to transact business.

20

Purchase of a transaction card may involve a card vendor, a redeeming merchant, and a 

card issuer. In various embodiments, the card vendor, redeeming merchant and card issuer 

may be the same, different, or related entities. The point of sale where the card is 

purchased and activated is referred to herein as the card vendor or simply vendor. An

25 entity that will accept the card for business transactions, for example as tender for a 

purchase, is referred to as a redeeming
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merchant. An entity that provides the financial backing and/or payment processing accessed via 

the transaction card is referred to as the card issuer or simply issuer. Typically, the issuer is 

identified on the transaction card and associates a unique issuer account code with each transaction 

card. Card issuers include direct issuers of cards such as store-branded cards, and in some 

embodiments the card vendor may also be the card issuer and/or the redeeming merchant. Card 

issuers also include banks, financial institutions, and transaction processors such as VISA, 

Mastercard, American Express, etc., and cards issued by such institutions may be readily accepted 

by a number of redeeming merchants to conduct transactions such as purchases. In some 

instances, the redeeming merchant may be identified on the transaction card (for example, a retailer 

branded card such as Store X), and such cards may be sold at the same or different card vendor 

(e.g., card vendor is Store X or a different or unrelated Store Z). In such instances, the Store X 

branded transaction card may be issued by Store X, by Store Z, or by a third party such as bank or 

financial institution.

[0007] In an embodiment, a transaction card package assembly comprises a transaction

card attached/coupled to or disposed/held within a card holder. The transaction card package 

assembly, or a component thereof such as the card or card holder, further comprises at least three 

distinct identifiers, namely a vendor product identification code, an issuer account code, and a 

combination vendor product identification and issuer account code. The three identifiers may be 

encoded within bar codes, magnetic stripes, electronic tags such as radio frequency identification 

(RFID) tags, microprocessors or microchips, or combinations thereof. All three identifiers should 

be externally visible and/or readily accessible on the package assembly or component thereof for 

use at a point of sale to activate the transaction card. Having all three identifiers present and 

visible/readily accessible on the package assembly or component thereof (e.g., the transaction card 

and/or card holder) allows the transaction card to be activated by either a one-step or a two-step 

activation sequence. Embodiments described herein having at least three unique identifiers and 

thus being capable of either one-step or two-step activation are also referred to herein as hybrid 

embodiments or hybrid package assemblies.

[0008] In a two-step activation sequence, the first step comprises entering the vendor

product identification code at a point of sale terminal such as a register at a check out lane, which 

performs a look-up to determine the identity of the product being purchased. For example, the first 

step may be performed at the point of sale terminal by scanning a UPC bar code, more specifically
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a 12 digit bar code also referred to as an EAN/UCC-12 or UPC-A, containing the vendor product 

identification code. A price is typically associated with the look-up and product identification. 

Such price may be fixed, for example incremental denominations such as a $25 card, $50 card, etc. 

or alternatively may be a variable amount requested by the customer. The second step comprises 

entering the issuer account code at the point of sale terminal, which is then used to activate the 

particular account associated with the transaction card such that the card may be used to transact 

business with a redeeming merchant. For example, the second step may be performed by swiping 

a magnetic stripe containing the issuer account code, wherein account information is read from the 

magnetic stripe and used to activate the account associated with the transaction card. 

Alternatively, the second step may be performed by scanning a bar code containing the issuer 

account code, wherein the account information read from the bar code is used to activate the 

account associated with the transaction card. Alternatively, the second step may be performed by 

reading an RFID tag or computer chip containing the issuer account code, wherein the account 

information read from the bar code is used to activate the account associated with the transaction 

card. Upon being read at the point of sale terminal, the issuer account code may be conveyed (for 

example, via a computer network) to the issuer or other third party processor responsible for 

looking up the account code (for example, via a database reconciliation) and activating same.

[0009] In a one-step activation sequence, the one step comprises simultaneously entering

the combination vendor product identification and issuer account code at a point of sale terminal. 

For example, the one step may be performed at the point of sale terminal by scanning a bar code, 

for example an EAN/UCC-128 bar code, containing both a vendor product identification portion 

and an issuer account portion. The vendor product identification portion may be used to perform a 

look-up to determine product identity and price as described previously. The issuer account 

portion may be used to activate the particular account associated with the transaction card such that 

the card may be used to transact business with the issuer of the card as described previously. As 

can be seen from these descriptions, the one-step process only requires a single entry by a clerk 

operating the point of sale terminal to activate the transaction card, whereas the two-step process 

requires two separate steps to activate the transaction card.

[0010] A first embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown in

the front view of Fig. 1A and the back view of Fig. IB. The transaction card package assembly 20 

comprises a card 10 releasably attached by a retaining means 15 to a card holder, for example a
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panel 22 such as a plastic, cardboard, or paper panel. Other types of card holders may be used such 

as envelopes; folding cards with cut-outs, inserts, and/or pockets; clips; hangers; etc. Non-limiting 

examples of retaining means 15 include an adhesive (as shown), for example a contact adhesive 

such as rubberized glue or cement; hook and loop fastener; clips; rivets; snap and break 

connections; cut-outs, inserts, and/or pockets; or combinations thereof. The retaining means 15 

may be disposed between the back of the card 10 and the front of the panel 22, as shown, or in 

alternative physical arrangements connecting the card 10 and the panel 22. For example, the 

retaining means 15 may be disposed between the front of the card 10 and the back of the panel 22, 

or alternatively disposed between any edge of the card 10 and any edge of the panel 22 (e.g., 

disposed between the top of card 10 and the bottom of panel 22 as shown in Fig. 3, the bottom of 

card 10 and the top of panel 22, a side of card 10 and a side of panel 22, the top of card 10 and a 

side of panel 22, etc.).

[0011] The panel 22 further comprises an opening 24 and window 26. Opening 24 may be

a “sombrero” shaped aperture or cut-out suitable for receiving a shelf or rack rod and hanging the 

package assembly 20 from a display rack in a retail store. The window 26 may be an aperture or 

cut-out, or alternatively may be a transparent portion such as a cut-out covered by a clear film. In 

the back view shown in Fig. IB, the position of card 10 is indicated by dashed line 28. As is 

shown in Fig. IB, the card 10 is positioned and attached via retaining means 15 to panel 22 such 

that a bar code 30 located on the back of card 10 is visible through window 26. In an embodiment, 

bar code 30 is an EAN/UCC-128 bar code containing both a vendor product identification portion 

and an issuer account portion encoded thereon. In alternative embodiments of Fig. 1, the bar code 

30 may be located on the card 10 (as shown), on the panel 22, or both. Where the bar code 30 is 

present both on the card 10 and the panel 22, the bar code 30 on card 10 may be obscured by panel 

22 (e.g., window 26 may be omitted from panel 22), if desired.

[0012] The card 10 further comprises a magnetic stripe 32, which is accessible for swiping

at a point of sale terminal. For example, a lower portion 34 of the panel 22 may be folded back 

such that the magnetic stripe may be swiped through a magnetic stripe reader at the point of sale 

terminal. The retaining means 15 may be positioned on an upper portion of the card 10 such that a 

lower portion of the card 10 containing the magnetic stripe 32 is not connected to the panel 22, 

thereby allowing the panel 22 to be readily folded back away from card 10. In an embodiment, the 

magnetic stripe is encoded with an issuer account code.
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[0013] The panel 22 further comprises a bar code 18, as shown in Figs. 1-6. In an

embodiment, the bar code is an EAN/UCC-12 bar code containing the vendor product 

identification code. The bar code 18 may be located on the front of panel 22, on the back of panel 

22 (as shown), or both. In an embodiment, the bar code 18 is positioned on an upper portion 16 of 

the panel 22, for example in an upper comer of panel 22 adjacent the opening 24. Positioning the 

bar code 18 on the upper portion 16 of the panel 22 distances the bar code 18 from other bar codes 

that may be present at or near the lower portion 34 of the panel 22 and/or on the card 10 (e.g., bar 

code 30), and may thereby aid in the scanning of the bar codes.

[0014] A second embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown

in the front view of Fig. 2A and the back view of Fig. 2B. A lower portion 38 of card 10 may 

extend downward from the panel 22 such that the magnetic stripe 32 may be read without folding 

the panel 22. The card 10 may be positioned lower on the panel 22, such that the magnetic stripe 

22 extends beyond (e.g., is externally remote from) the outer perimeter of panel 22 while a portion 

of the back of card 10 remains in contact with a portion of the front of panel 22 (with retaining 

means 15 disposed there between). Likewise, bar code 30 on card 10 may extend beyond panel 22 

such that window 26 is not needed in panel 22. In alternative embodiments of Fig. 2, the bar code 

30 may be located on the card 10 (as shown), on the panel 22, or both. Where the bar code 30 is 

present both on the card 10 and the panel 22, the bar code 30 on card 10 may be obscured by panel 

22, if desired.

[0015] A third embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown in

the front view of Fig. 3 A and the back view of Fig. 3B. The top of card 10 may be attached to the 

bottom of the panel 22, with retaining means 15 such as a snap and break or perforated connection 

disposed there between. A lower portion of card 10 contains a magnetic stripe 32 that may be 

easily swiped at a point of sale terminal. In alternative embodiments of Fig. 3, the bar code 30 may 

be located on the card 10 (as shown), on the panel 22, or both.

[0016] A fourth embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown in

the front view of Fig. 4A and the back view of Fig. 4B. The card 10 is positioned and attached via 

retaining means 15 to panel 22 such that a bar code 30 located on the back of card 10 is visible 

through window 26. In alternative embodiments of Fig. 4, the bar code 30 may be located on the 

card 10 (as shown), on the panel 22, or both. Where the bar code 30 is present both on the card 10 

and the panel 22, the bar code 30 on card 10 may be obscured by panel 22 (e.g., window 26 may be
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omitted from panel 22), if desired. The panel 22 contains a magnetic stripe 32, for example located 

on the lower portion 34 of panel 22. The card 10 may also have a magnetic stripe, wherein the 

magnetic stripe on the panel 22 and the magnetic stripe on the card 10 each contain the same issuer 

account code.

[0017] A fifth embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown in

the front view of Fig. 5 A and the back view of Fig. 5B. The card 10 is disposed within the package 

assembly 20 such that information on the front and back of card 10 is obscured by package 

assembly 20. For example, package assembly 20 may comprise a front panel 22a and a back panel 

22b which are sealed at the edges to form an envelope containing the card 10. The panels 22a and 

22b may be solid such that the card 10 is completely obscured from view while in the package 

assembly 20 (as shown), or alternatively panels 22a and 22b may contain one or more windows to 

display portions of card 10. For example, panel 22a may contain a front window such as a cutout 

or transparent film to allow the front of card 10 to be visible while displayed in package assembly 

20. The card 10 may be secured within the envelope by retaining means 15, or retaining means 15 

may optionally be omitted, thereby allowing the card 10 to have some movement within the 

envelope formed by panels 22a and 22b. The bar code 30 may be located on the panel 22b (as 

shown), on the card and visible through a window (for example, window 26 as shown in Fig. 4B), 

or both. Where the bar code 30 is present both on the card 10 and the panel 22b, the bar code 30 

on card 10 may be obscured by panel 22b (e.g., window 26 may be omitted from panel 22b), if 

desired. The panel 22b contains a magnetic stripe 32, for example located on the lower portion 34 

of panel 22b. The card 10 may also have a magnetic stripe, wherein the magnetic stripe on the 

panel 22b and the magnetic stripe on the card 10 each contain the same issuer account code.

[0018] A sixth embodiment of a hybrid transaction card package assembly 20 is shown in

the front view of Fig. 6A and the back view of Fig. 6B. The card 10 contains a first bar code 18 

(e.g., EAN/UCC-12 bar code), a second bar code 30 (e.g., a EAN/UCC-128 bar code), and a 

magnetic stripe 32. Given that all three identifiers are located on card 10, the size of the panel 22 

may be minimized or optionally omitted, if desired. For example, panel 22 may be sized smaller 

than the card 10, more specifically panel 22 may be minimally sized to provide sufficient surface 

area for opening 24 and to provide sufficient structural integrity to support the weight of card 10 

while on display. In an embodiment, panel 22 is a hanger tab, for example a clear plastic tab, that 

may be attached via retaining means 15 to the back of card 10 (as shown), to the front of card 10,



WO 2007/127983 PCT/US2007/067808

7

or both (for example, by a fold-over tab having mirror image front and back portions). Where 

hanger 22 is omitted, the card may be displayed in a rack, box, shelf, or the like. The embodiments 

shown in Figs. 2-6, each have an exposed magnetic stripe near the bottom of the package 

assembly, allow the magnetic stripe to be easily swiped at a point of sale terminal as part of the 

activation process.

[0019] Other hybrid embodiments may be apparent in view of the disclosure herein,

provided that each such embodiment has the three identifiers visible or readily accessible on the 

package assembly or component thereof (e.g., the card or the card holder) such that card can be 

activated at a point of sale terminal via either a one-step or a two-step activation process. For 

example, each of the embodiments shown in Figs. 1-6 have the identifiers (e.g., bar code 18, bar 

code 30, and magnetic stripe 34) located on the back of the card 10 and/or the panel 22, which may 

be preferred for marketing or aesthetic purposes. Alternatively, one or more of the identifiers may 

be located on the front of the package assembly 20 or a component thereof such as the card 10 

and/or the card holder (e.g., panel 22). For example, the bar code 18 may be located on the front of 

panel 22, such as in an upper comer of panel 22 where a price is indicated in the figures.

[0020] Package assembly embodiments as described herein may be manufactured

according to various methods known in the art. For example, transaction cards can be 

manufactured and printed and subsequently placed in a printed card holder, or alternatively the 

transaction card and card holder can be made concurrently, for example via coextrusion of a plastic 

sheet with subsequent printing. Alternative methods of making the various embodiments disclosed 

herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

[0021] While preferred embodiments of the invention have been shown and described,

modifications thereof can be made by one skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and 

teachings of the invention. The embodiments described herein are exemplary only, and are not 

intended to be limiting. Many variations and modifications of the invention disclosed herein are 

possible and are within the scope of the invention. Where numerical ranges or limitations are 

expressly stated, such express ranges or limitations should be understood to include iterative 

ranges or limitations of like magnitude falling within the expressly stated ranges or limitations 

(e.g., from about 1 to about 10 includes, 2, 3, 4, etc.; greater than 0.10 includes 0.11, 0.12, 0.13, 

etc.). Use of the term "optionally" with respect to any element of a claim is intended to mean that 

the subject element is required, or alternatively, is not required. Both alternatives are intended to
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be within the scope of the claim. Use of broader terms such as comprises, includes, having, 

etc. should be understood to provide support for narrower terms such as consisting of, 

consisting essentially of, comprised substantially of, etc.

5 Accordingly, the scope of protection is not limited by the description set out above but is 

only limited by the claims which follow, that scope including all equivalents of the subject 

matter of the claims. Each and every claim is incorporated into the specification as an 

embodiment of the present invention. Thus, the claims are a further description and are an 

addition to the preferred embodiments of the present invention. The discussion of a

10 reference in the Description of Related Art is not an admission that it is prior art to the 

present invention, especially any reference that may have a publication date after the 

priority date of this application. The disclosures of all patents, patent applications, and 

publications cited herein are hereby incorporated by reference, to the extent that they 

provide exemplary, procedural or other details supplementary to those set forth herein.

15

Throughout this specification and the claims which follow, unless the context requires 

otherwise, the word “comprise”, and variations such as “comprises” and “comprising”, 

will be understood to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or step or group of integers or

20 steps but not the exclusion of any other integer or step or group of integers or steps.

The reference in this specification to any prior publication (or information derived from it), 

or to any matter which is known, is not, and should not be taken as an acknowledgment or 

admission or any form of suggestion that that prior publication (or information derived

25 from it) or known mailer forms part of the common general knowledge in the field of 

endeavour to which this specification relates.
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. A transaction card package assembly comprising a transaction card and a card 

holder, wherein the package assembly further comprises at least three unique identifiers

5 thereon such that the transaction card may be activated at a point of sale by both one-step 

and two-step activation processes, and wherein the three unique identifiers each comprise a 

different one of a vendor product identification code, an issuer account code, and a 

combination vendor product identification and issuer account code.

10 2. The package assembly of claim 1 comprising the three unique identifiers encoded

within bar codes, magnetic stripes, electronic tags, radio frequency identification tags, 

microprocessors, microchips, or combinations thereof.

3. The package assembly of claim 1 comprising the vendor product identification

15 code encoded within a UPC bar code.

4. The package assembly of claim 3 wherein the UPC bar code comprises an 

EAN/UCC-12 bar code.

20 5. The package assembly of claim 1 comprising the issuer account code encoded

within a magnetic stripe.

6. The package assembly of claim 1 comprising the combination vendor product 

identification and issuer account code encoded within an EAN/UCC-128 bar code.

25

7. The package assembly of claim 1 wherein the one-step activation process 

comprises scanning an EAN/UCC-128 bar code.

8. The package of claim 1 wherein the two-step activation process comprises scanning

30 a UPC bar code and swiping a magnetic stripe.
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9. The package assembly of claim 8 wherein the UPC bar code comprises an 

EAN/UCC-12 barcode.

10. The package assembly of claim 4 wherein the EAN/UCC-12 bar code is on the 

5 transaction card.

11. The package assembly of claim 4 wherein the EAN/UCC-12 bar code is on the card 

holder.

10 12. The package assembly of claim 5 wherein the magnetic stripe is on the transaction

card.

13. The package assembly of claim 5 wherein the magnetic stripe is on the card holder.

15 14. The package assembly of claim 12 wherein the magnetic stripe is on the transaction

card.

15. The package assembly of claim 13 wherein the magnetic stripe is on the card 

holder.

20

16. The package assembly of claim 6 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

transaction card.

17. The package assembly of claim 6 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

25 card holder.

18. The package assembly of claim 10 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

transaction card.

30 19. The package assembly of claim 11 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the

card holder.
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20. The package assembly of claim 12 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

transaction card.

5 21. The package assembly of claim 13 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the

card holder.

22. The package assembly of claim 14 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

transaction card.

10

23. The package assembly of claim 15 wherein the EAN/UCC-128 bar code is on the 

card holder.

24. A transaction card package assembly substantially as hereinbefore described, with 

15 reference to the accompanying drawings.
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