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MAIL-BOX. 

959,885. 
Application filed September 22, 1909. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, LLOYD W. ROOD, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Mari 
etta, in the county of Washington and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful 
Mail-Box, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

mail boxes and the object of the invention is 
to provide a mail box for use upon apart 
ments or buildings which Will be SO con 
structed as to permit the mail to be easily 
deposited therein and by which an alarm 
Will be sounded so as to notify the occupants 
of the apartment or building whenever mail 
is deposited. 
A further object of the invention is to SO 

construct the box that mail can not be de 
posited without sounding the alarm and 
the box cannot be opened from the Outside 
of the building so as to withdraw the mail. 
These objects are attained in the use of 

the device illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings and the invention consists in cer 
tain novel features of the same as will be 
hereinafter first fully described and then 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the drawings.-Figure 1 is a vertical 

sectional view of a mailbox embodying my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the 
same partly broken away. Fig. 3 is a detail 
vertical section taken on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detail horizontal Section 
on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
In the drawings, I have shown the letter 

box applied to a door 1, but it is to be un 
derstood that the box may be applied to the 
wall of a building or otherwise arranged 
for use. The box comprises a receptacle 2 
for the mail which is secured in any conven 
ient or preferred manner upon the outer 
side of the door or wall and is provided in 
its back with an opening registering with 
a slot 4 in the Wall or door while within the 
receptacle above and below the opening 3 
are pulleys 5, the function of which will 
presently appear. The front side, 6, of the 
mail box ishinged at its lower edge to the 
bottom of the box, as indicated at 7, where 
by the said front side constitutes a door 
which may be swung downward to permit 
the Withdrawal of the mail by the proper 
party. The side edges of the door 6 are 
doubled on themselves and bent backward 
to provide parallel flanges 8 which will fit 
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closely against the sides of the box and 
around the edges of the same, as shown in 
Fig. 4, SO as to prevent the insertion of a 
Wire or other instrument between the door 
and the body of the box to extract the mail 
and also to protect the contents of the box 
against the entrance of rain or Snow. 
At the tipper end of the back of the box 

a cover is secured by means of hinges 10, 
the said cover being composed of two plates 
or Sections, the oliter section, 9, of which 
has a Swinging movement only and the lower 
or inner Section of which, 9', is slidably car 
ried by the said outer section. The side 
edges of the outer section 9 are extended be 
yond the sides of the box and doubled back 
Ward on themselves to provide grooves or 
spaces 11 in which the edges of the slidable 
section fit and move, as shown most clearly 
in Fig. 3, and below the said grooves, spaces 
Or guides, the sides are turned downward to 
provide flanges 11 which fit against the 
sides of the box and are provided at their 
front ends with extensions constituting a 
bail 12 which passes around the upper end 
of the door 6 and thereby serves to hold said 
door in its closed position, as shown most 
clearly in Fig. 1. The said outer section or 
plate 9 of the cover or closure terminates 
short of the front side of the box and the 
slidable section 9' projects beyond the said 
Outer section 9 and is provided with a handle 
13 by which it may be manipulated, the said 
handle being carried by a down-turned lip 
or flange 14 at the front edge of the slidable 
section which depends in front of the door 6 
and the bail 12 and is adapted to bear 
against the same when the slide is in its 
retracted position so as to limit the inward 
movement of the slide and thereby prevent 
the outer corner of the box being eXposed, 
consequently preventing the extraction of 
the mail through the top of the box by the 
use of a wire or other instrument. The slide 
is provided with a transverse slot 15 through 
which the mail may be deposited in the box 
when the slide has been drawn oui, as indi 
cated in heavy dotted lines in Fig. 1, to 
bring the said slot into view. On its under 
side, the slide is provided with cleats or 
fianges 16 adapted to engage the guides or 
ribs 17 on the inner faces of the sides of the 
box and thereby be held in its proper posi 
tion and guided in its movements, as shown 
most clearly in Fig. 3. 
On the inner side of the door or at Some 
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other point within the apartment, I secure 
a plate or block 18 carrying a bell 19 which 
is of an ordinary type and is not illustrated 
in detail. This bell is provided with an out 
standing lever or operating arm 19 and the 
said arm is engaged by a hook 20 at the 
inner end of a chain or other flexible con 
nection 21 which extends up from the bell 
and passes over a pulley 22 on the block 
18, and through an opening 18' therein and 
the slot in the door and between the pulleys 
5, its outer end being permanently secured 
to the slide 9. A spring 23 is attached to 
the block 18 and to the chain so as to act 
on the said chain or other flexible connection 
in opposition to the slide 9. The hook 20 is 
formed with a large ring or eye 24 at its 
upper end which will limit the outward 
movement of the chain by coming into con 
tact with the housing or casing 25 in which 
the pulley 22 is journaled. 
The operation and advantages of my de 

vice will be readily understood and appreci 
ated. The guides or ribs 17 and the cleats 
16 are of such a length that the cover or 
closure cannot be raised unless the slide is 
fully withdrawn and the chain 21, when con 
nected to the bell, will permit the slide to be 
withdrawn just enough to uncover the slot 
15 and thereby permit the mail to be depos 
ited within the receptacle. In order, there 
fore, to remove the mail from the receptacle 
it is necessary for the occupant of the apart 
ment to disengage the hook 20 from the level 
or operating arm 19 of the bell so that the 
slide may have an additional movement suf 
ficient to carry the cleats 16 beyond the 
front ends of the guides or ribs 17 and there 
by clear the same. The cover may then be 
swung upward so that the bail 12 will be car 
ried out of engagement with the upper end 
of the door 6 which can then be lowered, as 
indicated by the lighter dotted lines in Fig. 
1, so that the mail may be removed. It will 
be readily seen that when the slide is thrown 
out to permit the insertion of the mail, the 
bell 19 will be sounded and the occupants 
of the apartment thereby notified that mail 
has been placed in the box. When the post 
man releases the slide, the spring 23 at Once 
withdraws the slide so as to bring the slot 
therein under the cover 9 and consequently 
prevent the insertion of a wire or other in 
strument through the slot to extract the 
mail. The occupant of the apartment then 
disengages the hook 20 from the handle or 
lever 19 of the bell so that the slide may 
have an additional movement sufficient to 
carry the cleats 16 clear of the guides or ribs 
17 and consequently permit the opening of 
the box and the withdrawal of the mail as 
described, the ring 24 coming into contact 
with the housing 25 and thereby preventing 
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the lifting of the cover to such an extent 
as to withdraw the chain. After the owner 
of the box has removed the mail, he closes 
the box and again engages the hook 20 in 
the arm 19 and thereby locks the box against 
its unauthorized use. 
The device is extremely simple in its con 

struction, will thoroughly protect the mail 
against the action of the elements and will 
positively sound an alarm when mail is be 
ing inserted so that the owner of the mail 
will be promptly notified. The device will 
be supplied to purchasers with the bell, the 
spring, and the pulley 22 mounted on the 
plate 18. In fitting the mail box to a door 
or partition, it will then be necessary merely 
to bore a horizontal opening through the 
door or partition, secure the mail receptacle 
2 and the block or plate 18 in position, and 
then connect the chain 21 to the hook 20 and 
the spring 23. 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed is:- 

1. The combination of a mail box, a down 
Wardly Swinging door arranged to close the 

: 

front thereof, a Swinging cover on the upper 
end of the box terminating short of the front 
of the box and provided with a bail engag 
ing the upper end of the door, a slotted slide 
mounted on the under side of said cover and 
normally covering the upper end of the box 
between the front side thereof and the front 
end of the cover, and means for limiting the 
movement of the slide and for holding the 
cover normally in its closed position. 

2. The combination of a mail box, a Swing 
ing cover therefor, a slide on the cover con 
trolling the admission of matter to the box, 
a pulley arranged in rear of the box, a bell 
below the pulley, a housing for the pulley, 
a chain attached to the slide and extending 
over the pulley, and depending therefrom 
through the housing, a spring Secured to the 
end of the chain, and a hook carried by the 
chain and detachably connected to the bell 
and adapted to engage the lower edge of the 
housing. 

3. The combination of a mail box having 
ribs on its sides near its upper end, a cover 
hinged to the box and extending over the 
top of the same, a slide mounted below the 
said cover and having cleats engaging under 
the ribs on the box, an alarm, and a flexible 
connection between the said slide and the 
alarm. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

LLOYD WINCENT ROOD. 
Witnesses: 

DAVID H. THOMAS, 
NATHAN EL E. KIDD. 
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