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UNITED STATES

120,021

PATENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL AVERY, OF PHENIX, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN COFFINS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 120,021, dated October 17, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL AVERY, of Phee-
nix, in the county of ‘Osw ego and State of N ew
York, have invented a new “and useful Improve-
ment in Burial-Caskets; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, \Vhldl Wﬂl enable others skilled
in the art to make and use the saimne, reference
being had to the accompanying Lhmvmo form
ing palt of this specification.

M) invention relates to an improved manner
of joining the end and side pieces of burial-cas-
kets, and other articles made of wood, at the cor-
ners; and it consists in a curved metal plate, com-
prising a quarter of a circle, more or less, accord-
ing to the angle to be formed by the pleces to be
J01]1°(l with a ﬂcmo ¢ on the inside near each edge,
which. plate is ﬁtted upon the outsides of the
boards, with its flanges in deep grooves formed
across the boards for them, and a key is'driven
between the endsof the boards; or the said boards
are so fitted as to force the walls of the grooves

against the flanges in such a manner as Fo bind |,
and lock the corners very securely together. The’

object of the improvement is to pmwde a more
simple and economical mode of securing the sides
and end pieces together than the pr esent modes;
also, a mode by which the- case may be readily
put together after the boards have been veneered, )
pohbhed, &e., withoutseratching orinjuring them,

and to plov1de ornamental covers of elabor (Lte
design cheaply, which may be proddced in the

LStIng of the said plates.

Figure 1 is a horizontal section of a bulml cas-
ket constructed according to my improvement.
Fig. 21s a similar view of an or dmaly coffin. Fig.
3 is an interior elevation of a corner of a case,
showing the manner of joining the side pieces to-
géther; and Fig. 41is an inside view of one of the
corner plates used

Similar letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts.

A represents the curved corner plates, made of

cast metal, either tapered, as shown, or not, with
a flange or rib, B, on the 1ns1de near each edoe,
pr OJectln g from the plate about a quarter of the
thickness of the boards to be joined, (more or
less, as preferred,) and with the sides fronting
the center of the plafue perpendicular to the sides
of the boards, in the grooves of which they are
to fit; or they may Dbe shohtly undercut, as pre-
ferred. The said plates are to be as long as the
depth of the case, less the cover, which will prefer-
ably overlap the ends, if the cases have plain
sides; but where ¥he upper part is in ogee or
other ornamental form the plates will be as long
as the width of the plain parts of the sides, and
they will be formed in respeect of the curvature
ascendiug to the angle of the corner to which
they are to be applied; for instance, for a right-
angled corner the pl@tes will represent a little
more than a quarter of a circle. The sides C D
to be secured together are each provided with a
transverse groove, &, to receive one of theflanges;
they are then dpphed to the plates, either so that
the ends meet together and bind with sufficient
Torce to lock the Jomt firmly, as shown at F, Fig.
i, or a space being 1)10v1ded between the said
cnds, as shown at G, one or more keys, F, are
drivenin to lock the joint together. If preferred,
the ends of the boards may be tongued and
grooved, and the wedges correspondingly fitted
to them; but plain wedges will do.

The improvement is applicable to cabinet-work
also.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

The keys H and plates A, having flanges B B,
combined with aside, C,and endD havmg glooves
E B, as and for the purpose specified.

The above specification of my invention signed
by me this 13th day of July, 1870.

SAMUEL AVERY.
Witnesses:
GEORGE W. MABER,
T. B. MOSHER.
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