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(57) Abstract

A CCD camera (30) has a field of view (31) covering a range (50) where workpieces can be placed, and it sends the image of a
workpiece (W) to an image processing device (2) to detect the position and posture of the workpiece. On the basis of the detected result, a
robot controlier (1) causes a robot (40) to approach a location (2) from a location (1). Measurement is started using a laser sensor (10), so
that scanning laser beams (LB2, LB3) emitted from a source (13) are detected by a photodetector (14) and analyzed by the image processing
device (2) to determine a difference (d) in level. When the robot (40) reaches a location (3), measurement is terminated. The laser sensor
may be of slit light projection type. Also, for the approaching motion, an image from the camera (30) may be displayed on a display screen
to cause the robot (40) to be jogged on the screen.
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