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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Henry C. SMITH, 2 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illineis,
have invented a new, useful, and Improved
Track for Sliding Doors, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which corresponding letters of reference in
the different figures indicate like parts.

The object of my invention is to provide a
track and suitable bracket-supports therefor
which may be applicable to sliding doors, and
more particularly to that class of sliding doors
which are made of unusual weight—such, for
example, as fire-doors, in Whlch the actlon of
heat is an element to be considered.

To these ends my invention consists in the
combination of elements hereinafter more
particularly described, and definitely pointed

" out in the claims.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a sliding door supported by means of
a track and brackets embodying the features
of my invention. Fig. 2isan enlarged trans-
verse vertical sectional view of said track,
showing one of the supporting-brackets there-
in; and Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are like views show-
ing modifications of said invention.

Referring to the drawings, @, Fig. 1, rep-
resents the wall of a building having a door-
way therein, as shown, above which is located
a track (generally deswnated by 0) adapted

to support a sliding door ¢, which may be’

suspended therefrom by means of hangers ¢
of any well-known form.

Rigidly attached to the wall by means of
bolts or serews are end brackets ¢ ¢, which are
fitted to the ends of the track, and a series of
intermediate supporting-brackets, (generally
designated by #.) Kach of said brackets is

provided with an arm g for supporting the-

" track away from the wall, upon the end of
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which arm is formed a head 4, adapted to fit
or contact with and to be inserted within the
interior of the tubular track 5. In addition
to being formed to contact with the interior
of the tubular portion of the track, so as to
support the same, the head of each of said

(No model,)

brackets is provided with a recess or notch
z, Fig. 2, upon the ‘top thereof, which notch
is preferablv made in the form shown in said
figure to receive and serve as a seat for a sup-
plemental or reinforcing bar s, which rests
within said notch and is extended longitu-
dinally throughout the length of the tubular
portion ¢ Wlth its upper mce or edge in con-
tact with the interior of said tube. Said rein-
forcing-bar is preferably rounded upon its
upper face to fit the upper interior surface of
said tube, as shown.

I do not confine myself to any partlcuhl
shape in cross-section of the tube 5, which is
slotted, preferably in the rear, as shown at
k, for the reception of the bracket-arm ¢, nor
do I limit the cross-sectional contour of the

"bar to any particular form. For example,

in Fig. 3 1 have shown a T-shaped reinfore-
1ncr-bar 7, in which the upper face is rounded.
In this construcmon the upper part of the
head A4 is cut away, as shown at m m, to pro-

-vide for the lateral flanges n n of the bar.

In Fig. 4 the head is prov1ded with a dove-
talled notch o to recelve a correspondingly-
shaped bar p. It is obvious that any other
cross-sectional form of bar may be utllued

without departing from the prineciple in-

volved—-viz., that of supplying an independ-

“ent relnforcement to the interior of a tubular

track.

InFig. 51 have placed the slotted opening
q ab the bottom instead of in the rear of the
track and have bent the arm ¢ upwardly, as

‘shown at ».

The advantage of my improvement is that
the supplemental bar serves to give vertical
support to the tread of the track, while the
tube within which it is placed renders the
track strong la,terallv

The dev1ce is especially important in con-
nection with fire-doors. In case of fire the

‘relatively thin metal tube tends to collapse

readily when heated. On the other hand, the
heavier metal bar is not only.less likely to
collapse under corresponding conditions, but
being inclosed within the tube isactually pro-
tected thereby and serves to amply sustain
‘rhe latter, which of itself would frequently
give way.
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Having thus described my invention, I | terior of said tubular track, and a reinforec-
claim— ing-bar supported in notches formed within

1. A track for sliding doors consisting of | said heads, the upper faces of said bar being 135
a tubular structure supported by means of | in supporting contact with the inner upper

5 brackets having contact with the interior | surface of said tubular track.

thereof, in combination with an independent In testimony whereof I have signed this.
longitudinal supporting-bax sustained by said specification, in the presence of two subscrib-
brackets,and located within said tubular struc- ing witnesses, this 30th day of December,1903. 2o

ture. HENRY C. SMITH.
1o 2. The combination with a tubular track ‘Witnesses:

for sliding doors, of supporting-brackets hav- D. H. FLETCHER,

ing heads arranged to project within the in- C. E. JorpaAN.




