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[57] ABSTRACT

A hollow structure having an exterior crown-shaped
portion for supporting a wig in its natural shape for dis-
play and/or dressing and a neck-shaped portion for
holding the structure upright. The crown-shaped por-
tion is preferably comprised of a material which per-
mits pins to be inserted into it to enable fastening the
wig thereto and has applied to its surface flock. The
neck may be provided with a suction cup to fix it to a
supporting structure. The interior provides a storage
space for holding a wig or other article or articles and
the structure is divided to provide access to the storage
space. The entire structure is of such size and shape as
to be imitative of a pouch and is adapted to be sus-
pended on a sling so that it may be carried about as
would a woman’s handbag. :

6 Claims, 14 Drawing Figures
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COMBINATION CARRYING CASE AND WIG
STAND

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Wig carrying cases of various kinds provided with
Wig stands are disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,515,318,
3,465,926, 3,433,395 and 3,257,048. Of these patents,
U.S. Pat. No. 3,515,318 discloses a crown-shaped
member mounted on a post provided with a base so
that by collapsing the post the crown may form with the
base a carrying case. The crown is comprised of Styro-
foam to enable fastening the wig to.the crown. A wig
stand provided with a crown-like portion comprised of
polystyrene for supporting a wig so that a wig may be
securely fastened thereto by pins inserted into the
crown is also shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,441,182, The
provision of suction cups at the base of a wig stand for
securely supporting it in-an upright position is shown in
U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,310,267 and 3,464,150. This invention
is concerned with an improved combination carrying
case and wig stand which, while embodying some of the
features of the aforesaid patents, comprises, on the one
hand, a supporting stand on which the wig may be sup-
ported for display and/or dressing and, on the other
hand, a carrying case for carrying the wig about in a
folded condition. Additionally the structure may be
used for such general purposes as a carrying case, tote
bag and cosmetic case; display stand for jewelry and
millinery; floral display bowl, candy bow! and ice
bucket.

SUMMARY

As herein illustrated, the invention comprises a com-
bination carrying case and stand for a wig comprising
a hollow structure, the interior of which defines 2 stor-
age space of a size to hold a folded wig and/or other ar-
ticles and an exterior embodying a crown-shaped por-
tion having a contour corresponding in configuration to
the interior of the wig as when worn for supporting the
wig for display in its natural shape and a neck portion
adapted to supportthe crown-shaped portion in an up-
right position of stable equilibrium. The crown-shaped
portion is preferably comprised of an expanded plastic
or its equivalent such as to enable inserting pins into it
to fasten the wig to the surface. The neck poriion has
a base and may be provided with a device for securing
it to a supporting structure. The structure is divided to
enable separating the crown-shaped portion from the
neck portion for access to the interior and the parts are )
mounted on a sling such as to hold the parts into en-
gagement and carry them suspended at the lower end
of the sling after the fashion of a handbag while permit-
ting their separation to provide for access to the inte-
rior. When used as a wig stand and other display pur-
poses: the sling may be unfastened and either folded
back or removed.

The invention will now be described in greater detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is an elevation of the combination carrying
case and wig stand supported in an upright position
having a wig thereon illustrated in dashed lines;

FIG. 2 is a vertical section taken diametrically of
FIG. ‘1 showing the combination carrying case and 6
stand;

FIG. 3 is an elevation, to smaller scale, showing the
combination carrying case and wig stand provided with
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2

a sling by means of which it may be carried in suspen-
sion after the fashion of a tote case or handbag;

FIG. 4 is an elevation of the combination wig, case
and stand showing an alternative form of sling by
means of which it inay be carried about with either end’
up shown in an inverted position;

FIG. § is'a section correspond to FIG. 2 showing still
another form of sling with the structure supported in an
upright position;

FIG. 6 is a section corresponding to FIG. 5 showing
the structure supported by the sling in an inverted posi-
tion;

FIG. 7 is an elevation, partly in section, showing:the
crown-shaped portion comprised: of expanded plastic
and the entire surface flocked.

FIG. 8 is an elevation showing the top part hinged to-
the bottom part;

FIG. 9 is a vertical section showing the crown-shaped:
portion comprised of expanded plastic and the neck:
comprised of rigid plastic;

FIG. 1@ is a fragmentary section showing the forma-
tion of the flock in holding the parts engaged;

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary section showing latch means:
for holding the parts interengaged;

FIG. 12 is-a fragmentary section showing a contract-
ible band for holding the parts interengaged;

FIG. 13 is a fragmentary section at the base of the
structure showing means including a suction cup for se-
curing it to a supporting surface; and

FIG. 14 is a fragmentary section at the base of the:
structure showing a clamp for securing it to a support-
ing surface.

Referring to the drawings, the combination carrying
case and wig stand is a hollow structure comprising a
crown-shaped portion 10 supported in an upright posi-
tion by a neck-shaped portion 12. The crown-shaped:
portion is generally spherically contoured to support a
wig 14 in the shape it would normally have when worn
for display purposes and/or dressing or for supporting
it following dressing until it is to be worn.

The crown-shaped portion 10 is comprised of an ex-
panded plastic, for example polystyrene or polyure-
thane, as shown in FIG. 7, so that pins may be inserted
through the wig into it to secure the wig thereto. The
neck-shaped portion 12 is preferably comprised of a
rigid plastic, although it too may also be comprised of
an-expanded plastic and is provided with a flat base 16
for supporting the structure in an upright position with
the crown-shaped portion uppermost. Optionally, as
shown in FIG. 13, the base 16 may contain a centrally
located conical aperture 18 for receiving the upper end
of a post 20, to the lower end of which is fixed a vac-
uum cup 22 by means of which the structure may be se-
curely fastened to a supporting structure such as the
surface of a bureau, dressing table, or the like. Instead
of a vacuum cup a spring clamp 224 may be fixed to the
lower end of the post 20 as shown in FIG. 14.

Desirably, but not necessarily, the exterior surface of
the crown 18, as shown in FIG. 7, may have applied to
it'a layer of flock fibers 25 which provide a soft plush-
like surface which contributes to the attractiveness of
the structure as a carrying case, as will appear hereinaf-
ter, and has the functional capacity of frictionally re-
sisting slipping of the wig when disposed on the crown.
The neck portion 12 may also be flocked. The flock
may be of any suitable color and the colors on the two
parts may be of the same or of contrasting kind. Prefer-
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ably the flock is applied electrostatically so as to stand
on end perpendicular to the surface; however, it may
be sprayed on the surface so that it lies prone.

The structure comprising the crown-shaped part 10
and the neck-shaped part 12 is divided intermediate the
top and base of the structure, as shown in FIG. 2, to
provide access to the interior, the parts collectively de-
fining a storage space 24 of a size such as to accommo-
date a folded wig and other articles for carrying. The
confronting edges of the parts 10 and 12 have telescop-
ically interengageable shoulders 26 and 28 frictionally
engaged so as normally to hold the parts together but
permitting separation for access to the interior.

The parts 10 and 12 may be used collectively for pur-
poses other than a wig stand as, for example, because
of the insulated character of the structure, an ice
bucket, and with the part 10 removed the part 12 may
be used as a receptacle, for example, for displaying jew-
elry, for holding candy and for a floral display.

If desired, the part 10 may be joined to the part 12
by a hinge 30 so as to enable tilting the part 10 up-
wardly from the part 12, as shown in FIG. 8, to an open
position to expose articles within the part 12. Desirably
the parts 10 and 12 are lined with an attractive lining
material, for example the interior may be flocked as are
the exterior surfaces.

To enable using the structure as a carrying case a
sling is provided, one such sling being shown in FIG. 3.
The sling comprises straps 31-—31 secured at their
lower ends to the base, for example, by a peripheral
band 33. The upper end of one strap 31 has secured to
it a ring or loop 35. The other strap is longer and is
threaded through the ring and has at its upper end a
loop 37 by means of which the structure may be held
to carry it in suspension. The engagement of the band
31—31 by constriction about the parts hold them to-
gether. When the entire surface of the structure is
flocked the bands will remain securely in place without
slipping on the curved surfaces. However, if the sur-
faces are not flocked it is desirable to provide the inner
surfaces of the straps with a frictional surface, for ex-
ample a rubberized coating or the like. When the struc-
ture is to be used as a wig stand the longer of the straps
may be withdrawn from the ring 35 and the two straps
laid back away from the crown-shaped portion.

A second form of sling is shown in FIG. 4 comprising
a cord 32 on which the parts are slidably mounted, the
part 10 for this purpose containing a centrally located
hole 34 and the part 12 a centrally located hole 36. The
cord 32 passes through the parts, protruding from the
top of the part 10 and the bottom of the part 12, the
protruding parts being provided with handles 38 and 40
which alternately may be used to support the structure
in an inverted position such as shown in FIG. 4, or in
an upright position. In either position the parts are nor-
mally held interengaged on the sling by frictional en-
gagement of the shoulders 26 and 28 so that the struc-
ture serves as a tote case or handbag, while permitting
the upper part, according to its position, to be disen-
gaged from the lower part for access to the interior. As
illustrated, recesses 42 and 44 may be provided in the
surfaces of the parts 10 and 12 to accommodate the
handle means 38 and 40 respectively, so that when the
structure is used for a wig support the handles will not
interfere with disposition of the wig on the part 10 or
setting of the part 12 on a supporting surface. The re-
cesses 42 and 44 may be omitted and the sling folded
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back or removed when the structure is being used as a
wig stand or as a container.

To avoid the interior obstruction caused by disposi-
tion of the sling centrally of the structure, as shown in
FIG. 4, a sling 46 may be employed, as shown in FIGS.
5 and 6, comprising cords 48—48 threaded through
openings 50—50 in the part 10 and openings 52—52 in
the part 12. The protruding ends of the cords 48—48
at the upper end and at the lower end are connected
and the parts are adapted to slide along the cords so as
to be supported at either end in an upright position as
shown in FIG. 5, or in an inverted position as shown in
FIG. 6. Finger recesses 54—54 may be provided in the
part 10 where the cords 48—48 enter the part 10 to fa-
cilitate grasping the part 10 for the purpose of disen-
gaging it from the part 12. In either position the upper-
most part may be disengaged from the lower part to
provide easy access to the interior.

The slings as shown, FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, may comprise
straps, ropes or other suitable flexible material or may
comprise chains.

In order to enhance the frictional interengagement of

“the parts to hold them together the interengaging sur-

faces may be roughened. An especially effective means
for providing frictional interengagement of the parts is
to flock the interengaging surfaces as shown in the
greatly enlarged fragmentary section of FIG. 10. Appli-
cation of flock 25 to these surfaces electrostatically
provides upstanding fibers which intermesh with each
other and provide a very effective holding power be-
tween the parts. Fibers applied by spraying so that they
lie prone would also provide a degree of frictional in-
terengagement.

Other means may be provided for holding the parts
together, for example, as shown in FIG. 11, flexible
latch members 55 comprised, for example, of plastic
secured at their lower ends to the part 12 and pressed
over small knobs 57 of the upper part at diametrically
disposed sides of the structure may be employed. Still
another form of holding means is shown in FIG. 12
comprising a flexible band 56 adapted to be placed
about the parts astride the shoulders 26 and 28, the
ends of which are adapted to be drawn together by a
conventional toggle linkage. To secure the band 56 in
this position its opposite edges are provided with ribs
58-—58 adapted to be engaged with grooves 62—62
provided in the parts 10 and 12 respectively.

If desired, as shown in FIG. 9, the part 12 may be
comprised of a rigid plastic which is of lesser thickness
than the part 10. It is also within the scope of the inven-
tion to make the parts 10 and 12 of any plastic material
suitable for the purpose, expanded or unexpanded, and
decorated interiorly and/or exteriorly.

The structure as thus described is comparatively
small, being comparable in size with the current hand-
bags, is pouch-shaped and accordingly of an acceptable
configuration for use as a tote case, handbag, or the
like, and yet is adapted for use as a wig stand.

It should be understood that the present disclosure is
for the purpose of illustration only and that this inven-
tion includes all modifications and equivalents falling

‘within the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A combination carrying case and display stand
comprising hollow parts having open sides which when
mutually engaged define a structure having an interior
storage space for an article of manufacture, one of said
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parts providing an exterior display surface of a prede-
termined configuration such as to be complementary to
the article to be displayed and the other a base having
a flat surface upon which the structure is adapted to
rest in an upright position for supporting the structure
with the display surface uppermost when used as a
stand, telescopically interengageable shoulder portions
at the open sides of the parts which are roughened to
frictionally hold the parts interengaged, and means
comprising a sling fastened to one of the parts slidingly
engaged with the other of said parts for supporting the
parts interengaged when carrying the case in suspen-
sion while permitting one part to be separated from the
other to afford access to the interior.

2. A combination according to claim 1, wherein a
flock layer is applied to the surface of the part provid-
ing the display surface.

3. A combination according to claim 1, wherein a
flock layer is applied to the surface of the part provid-
ing the display surface with the fibers of the flock
standing perpendicular to said surface.

4. A combination according to claim 1, wherein the
part providing the base contains in its flat surface a cen-
trally located socket, and a spindle is adapted to be en-
gaged at one end within the socket, said spindle being
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provided at its other end with a clamp by means of
which the structure is adapted to be fastened to a sup-
port.

5. A combination carrying case and display stand
comprising hollow parts having open sides which when
interengaged define a structure having an interior stor-
age space for an article of manufacture, one of said
parts providing an exterior display surface of a prede-
termined configuration such as to be complementary to
the article to be displayed and the other a base having
a flat surface upon which the structure is adapted to
rest in an upright position for supporting the structure
with the display surface uppermost when used as a
stand, telescopically interengageable shoulder portions
at the open sides of the two parts, flock adhered to the
interengaging surface portions of said shoulders for
frictionally holding the parts interengaged, and means
comprising a sling fastened to one of the parts and slid-
ably engaged with the other of said parts for supporting
the parts interengaged when carrying the case in sus-
pension while permitting one part to be separated from
the other to afford access to the interior.

6. A combination according to claim 1, wherein the

interiors of the parts are covered with a flock layer.
* ok ok k%K



