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To all whom it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, ISAIAH. C. BURGETT, of 

Wheaton, in the county of DuPage and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Holdback Attachments 
for Wagon-Thills; and I do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
The object of this improvement is to pro 

vide a simple, strong, and efficient holdback 
attachment for thills of wagons, and its con 
struction and the advantages resulting there 
from will be apparent from the following de 
Scription. 

Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of my 
improved holdback attachment as applied to 
a thill; Fig. 2, a central longitudinal section of 
the plate; Fig. 3, a side view of the hook. 
A plate, A, adapted to be firmly fastened by 

appropriate screws or otherwise to the top of 
the thill, (one plate for each thill,) has pro 
jecting upward from it a case or housing, b, 
within which is a cavity, c, in shape like a 
partial hollow cylinder, but having a mouth, d, 
to receive a nearly-circular part, e, of the hook 
portion F of the complete device. This mouth 
d is of less size than the diameter of the part, 
e, which is to be inserted in it; but in order to 
admit this part e into such mouth, and then 
permit the hook portion to be turned so that 
it may be firmly held and locked when turned 
in one (the backward) direction and pulled by 
the breeching, but to be automatically un 
locked and released by merely starting the 
horse forward after disconnecting the traces 
from the whiffletree, or in case the horse runs 
away, upon the breaking of the whiffletree, 
I construct the parts as follows: The hook 
portion F has a recess, g, and another recess, 
h, both about in line with the shank i of the 
hook, and a projection, i. The diameter of 
the portion e being greater than that of the 
mouth d of cavity c, it could not be inserted 
at allin such cavity without providing aspecial 
means for allowing such insertion. I there 
fore cut away or, in casting, leave this recess 

(No modei.) 

g, which permits the dropping of the part e 
into the cavity, the recess gy at such stage be 
ing immediately over and receiving the up 
wardly-projecting partle of the plate, such part 
k being, in fact, the lower edge of the recessed 
part or cavity c. The hook portion being thus 
inserted, it is now free to be turned around in 
the cavity, which thus becomes its socket, un 
til its other recess, h, comes to a position where 
it abuts against the upper edge, l, which con 
stitutes the upper edge of the cavity c. When 
in this position, the parts are positively and 
most efficiently locked against any possibility 
of being disconnected by any pull of the breech 
ing, and, what is of great importance, the strain 
does not come on the circular parte, but, being 
in a line in the direction of the length of the 
Shank of the hook, the main strain comes at 
the points where the recessed part h bears 
against the upper edge, l, this edge being also 
so located as not only to prevent the hook 
portion F dropping low enough to throw the 
strain upon the point of contact of e with the 
lower projection, k, of the plate, but, in fact, 
to cause the strain or pull to tend to pull the 
part e away from k. The projection i serves 
as a bearing-point or fulcrum when the hook 
is turned in the act of releasing it from its 
socket in the plate. 

I make a small hole, m, in each of the sides 
of the case or housing b, near the bottom, to 
allow the ready escape of any water that might 
accidentally get in. I also insert rubber 
(shown at r in Fig. 3) in the tongue or parte, 
to avoid noise or rattling of the parts. 
With my invention the necessity for wind 

ing the breeching-strap around the thills is en 
tirely obviated, because when the horse is to be 
unhitched from the wagon it is only necessary 
to disconnect the trace (or tug) from the whif. 
fletree and start the horse forward, when the 
hook will at once slip out from its socket and 
leave the wagon standing, and, as before inti 
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mated, if the whiffletree breaks and the horse 95 
runs away, the holdback will at once become 
detached and the wagon left standing. 

claim 
1. In a holdback attachment for wagon 

thills, the plate A, having the arched socket or 
cavity c and edges lic l, as set forth, in combi 
nation with the hook portion F, having the re 
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cesses g h, projection i, and the part e, as set 3. In combination, the plate A, having the lo 
forth. socket c, edges k and l, and outlets m, and the 

2. The holdback attachment described, con- lever-hook F, having the circular parte, pro 
sisting of the plate A, made with the socket c, jectioni, and recesses gh, located as set forth, 
edges k and l, and outlets m, combined with the and the inserted rubber, all as set forth. 
lever-hook F, as made with the described circu- ISAIAH. C. BURGETT. 
lar part e, projection j, and the opposite re- Witnesses: 
cesses, gh, located substantially in line with H. HoLT, 
the Shank of the hook. E. B. HOLT, 

  


