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US 1 967 224 A (SIMON COLLIER ET AL)

24 July 1934 (1934-07-24)

claims 1,14

page 1, column 2, line 66 - line 73
"NAtioNAT CooperAtive HigHwAy reseArCH
progrAm Appendix A-Standard Method of Test
for Particle Size Analysis of Hydraulic
Cement and Related Materials by Light
Scattering, A-1 MEASuRINg CEMENT PARTICLE
S1zE AND SuRfACE AREA by LASER DITFfRACTION
INTRODUCTION",

30 April 2013 (2013-04-30), XPB55145401,
Retrieved from the Internet:
URL:http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/n
chrp/nchrp_rrd_382.pdf

[retrieved on 2014-10-09]

the whele deocument

Pca: "Fly Ash, Slag, Silica Fume, and
Natural Pozzolans",

2 December 2002 (2002-12-02), XP055145409,
Retrieved from the Internet:
URL:http://www.ce.memphis.edu/1101/notes/c
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[retrieved on 2014-10-09]
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This international search repont has not besn astablished in reapsct of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reascnsa:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter net required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. [X] ctaime Nos.-: 1-1@(partially)
because they relate to paris of the intemational application that do nat comply with the prescribed requirements te such
an extent that no meaningiul international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

a. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Ohservations where unity of Invention Is lacking {(Continuation of ltem 3 of Tirst sheet)

This International Searching Authority faund multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Ag all required ackditional search fees were timsly paid by the applicant, this internaticnal search repert covers all searchable
claime.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Autherity did net invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely pzid by the applicart, this international search repart covers
only thoae claima for which feea were paid, specifically ¢laima Noa.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Gonsequently, this international search report is
restrictad to tha invention firat mentiensd in the claims; it is coverad by claime Nes.:

Remark on Protest The adkditional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a prolest fee.

The additional azarch fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fea was net paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l Ne protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-10({partially)

Claim 1 demands a component which is defined as having a "blaine fineness
comprised between [...] blaine". Contrary to Art 6 and Rule 10.1(a) and
(b) PET. the unit "blaine" does not have a recognised meaning.

In the
description, reference is made solely to the "blaine" when mentioning the
material's Blaine fineness. Specific surface areas are measured in
<surface area>.<mass> -1.

The use of this unusual unit in combination
with unclear units in the present context is considered to lead to a lack
of clarity because the claim does not clearly identify the products
encompassed by it, as the parameter cannot be clearly and reliably
determined by indications in the description or by objective procedures
which are usual in the art. This makes it impossible to compare the
claims to the prior art. As a result, the application does not comply
with the requirement of clarity under Article 6 PCT.

Given the fact that

independent claim 1 attempts to define a friction material only by the
type of binder used, and this binder is characterized by an unclear
parameter, it is impossible to ascertain the material's properties.

The lack of clarity is to such an extent, that the search was performed
taking into consideration the non-compliance in determining the extent of
the search of claims 1-10.

The search of claims 1-10 was restricted to

the clear part of claims 1 and 9, namely: "binding composition based on a
hydraulic binder, selected among Portland cement, pozzolana cement or
slag cement ".

Consequently, the scope of claim 1 has been restricted to

the following form: friction material for brake pads comprising a binding
composition based on a hydraulic binder, selected ameng Portland cement,
pozzolana cement or slag cement.

The same argument applies mutatis
mutandis to the subject-matter of claim 9. Therefore , the scope of claim
9 has been restricted to the form: use of a binding composition based on
a hydraulic binder, selected among Portland cement, pozzolana cement or
slag cement for the achievement of friction materials for brake pads.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPQ, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPQ Guidelines C-IV, 7.2),
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should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome,
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