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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
OPERATING WEARABLE DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/KR2019/004756 filed on Apr. 19, 2019, and
claims priority from Korean Patent Application No. 2019-
0031780 filed on Mar. 20, 2019, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The disclosure relates to an apparatus and method of
operating a wearable device.

2. Description of Related Art

Recently, as users’ demands for earphones and head-
phones among wearable devices that can be worn on a user’s
body increase, various types of earphones and headphones
have been developed. Accordingly, various demands for
functions of earphones and headphones are being made,
besides a traditional function of providing a user of a
wearable device with a sound of an audio of a content
reproduced by another electronic device by using electronic
devices such as earphones and headphones.

SUMMARY

Provided is a wearable device and a method of operating
the wearable device.

Provided is also a wearable device and a method of
receiving a surrounding sound of surroundings of the wear-
able device as an input and determining an operation mode
of the wearable device, based on the received input.

Provided is also a wearable device and a method of
performing a preset operation according to a determined
operation mode.

Provided is also a wearable device and a method of
determining an operation mode of the wearable device by
using artificial intelligence (Al) technology or performing a
preset operation.

According to an embodiment, a method of operating a
wearable device may include: receiving, as an input, a
surrounding sound of the wearable device, determining an
operation mode from among a plurality of operation modes,
based on the received input, and performing a preset opera-
tion according to the determined operation mode.

According to an embodiment, a wearable device may
include: a memory configured to store one or more instruc-
tions: and at least one processor configured to execute the
one or more instructions to receive, as an input, a surround-
ing sound of the wearable device, determine an operation
mode from among a plurality of operation modes, based on
the received input, and perform a preset operation according
to the predetermined operation mode.

According to an embodiment, the plurality of operation
modes may include at least one of: a conversation mode
representing a conversation state between a user of the
wearable device and a speaker; an announcement mode
representing detection of an announcement from an external
sound source; and a power control mode for controlling
power consumption of the wearable device.
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2

According to an embodiment, the at least one processor
may execute the one or more instructions to determine the
conversation mode to be the operation mode of the wearable
device, based on determining that a voice signature detected
from the received input matches with a pre-stored voice
signature.

According to an embodiment, the at least one processor
may execute the one or more instructions to determine the
announcement mode to be the operation mode of the wear-
able device, based on determining that an announcement
signature is detected from the received input.

According to an embodiment, the at least one processor
may be configured to execute the one or more instructions to
determine the power control mode to be the operation mode
of the wearable device, based on determining that a mag-
nitude of the received input is less than a threshold.

According to an embodiment, based on determining that
the conversation mode to be the operation mode of the
wearable device operates, the preset operation may include
at least one of: canceling noise from the received input;
adjusting a volume of an audio of a content reproduced by
the wearable device; and amplifying a voice of the speaker.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a conceptual view of an operation of a wearable
device, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of operating a wearable
device, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates an operation of a wearable device in a
conversation state, according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an overall procedure in
which a wearable device operates when an operation mode
of the wearable device is a conversation mode, according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of voice and non-voice
classification by a wearable device, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of voice data separation by
a wearable device, according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating identification of
a conversation state by a wearable device, according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of conversation state
identification by a wearable device, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method in which a wearable stores
voice signatures, device according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of an overall procedure in
which a wearable device operates when an operation mode
of the wearable device is an announcement mode, according
to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a scenario where a
wearable device operates in a power control mode, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device when the operation mode of the wearable
device is a power control mode, according to an embodiment
of the disclosure.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of an overall procedure in which a
wearable device operates when an operation mode of the
wearable device is a power control mode, according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.
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FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device when the operation mode of the wearable
device analyzes an ear health state, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device that activates a power control mode by
analyzing a sleep state of the wearable device, according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a wearable device, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart of an operation of a wearable device
when an operation mode of the wearable device is a power
control mode, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the disclosure will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings
such that one of ordinary skill in the art to which the
disclosure pertains may easily execute the disclosure. The
disclosure may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as being limited to the
embodiments set forth herein. In the drawings, parts irrel-
evant to the description are omitted for the simplicity of
explanation, and like numbers refer to like elements
throughout.

Although general terms widely used at present were
selected for describing the disclosure in consideration of the
functions thereof, these general terms may vary according to
intentions of one of ordinary skill in the art, case precedents,
the advent of new technologies, or the like. Hence, the terms
must be defined based on their meanings and the contents of
the entire specification, not by simply stating the terms.

While such terms as “first”, “second”, etc may be used to
describe various components, such components must not be
limited to the above terms. The above terms are used to
distinguish one component from another.

Throughout the specification, when an element is referred
to as being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it
can be directly connected or coupled to the other element, or
can be electrically connected or coupled to the other element
with intervening elements interposed therebetween. The
terms “comprises” and/or “comprising” or “includes” and/or
“including” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated elements, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other elements.

Phrases such as “in an embodiment” appearing in various
places in this disclosure do not necessarily all refer to the
same embodiment.

An embodiment of the disclosure may be represented by
functional block configurations and various processing
operations. Some or all of these functional blocks may be
implemented using various numbers of hardware and/or
software configurations that perform specific functions. For
example, the functional blocks of the disclosure may be
implemented by one or more microprocessors, or by circuit
configurations for a certain function. For example, the
functional blocks of the disclosure may be implemented in
various programming or scripting languages. The functional
blocks may be implemented as an algorithm running on one
or more processors. The disclosure may employ the con-
ventional art for electronic configuration, signal processing,
and/or data processing, for example. Terms such as “mecha-
nism”, “element”, “means”, and “configuration” may be
used broadly and are not limited to mechanical and physical
configurations.
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In addition, connecting lines or connecting members
between the components shown in the drawings only exem-
plitfy functional connections and/or physical or circuit con-
nections. In an actual device, a connection between compo-
nents may be represented by various functional connections,
physical connections, or circuit connections that are replace-
able or added.

The disclosure will now be described more fully with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a conceptual view of an operation of a wearable
device, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, a user 130 may hear a sound or audio
(interchangeably used herein) of a content reproduced by a
user terminal 120 through a wearable device 110. For
example, the wearable device 110 may include an audio
device such as an earphone and a headphone. According to
an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may be connected
to the user terminal 120 or another electronic device wire-
lessly or by wire. Here, the user terminal 120 may represent
a portable device such as a cellphone, a notebook computer,
a tablet, etc., not being limited thereto. According to an
embodiment, the wearable device 110 may be wirelessly
connected to the user terminal 120 or another electronic
device by using Bluetooth™, Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE),
Ultra WideBand (UWB), or Wi-Fi™. For example, the
wearable device 110 may receive a surrounding sound of the
wearable device 110. Examples of the surrounding sound of
the wearable device 110 may include a voice of the user 130,
a voice of a speaker who the user 130 is talking with, a voice
of another speaker who the user 130 is not talking with, and
a person’s voice that comes out of a loudspeaker.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may receive the surrounding sound of the wearable device
110 as an input, and may determine an operation mode of the
wearable device 110. Examples of the operation mode may
include a conversation mode representing a conversation
state between a user and a speaker, an announcement mode
representing detection of an announcement that is output
from an external sound source, and a power control mode for
controlling power consumption of the wearable device 110.
Herein, the speaker may include a speaker speaking to the
user through the user terminal 120 or outside the user
terminal 120, and the external sound source may include a
device other than the user terminal 120.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may receive a reflected sound signal. For example, the
wearable device 110 may output a sound signal and receive
a reflected sound signal obtained by reflecting the output
sound signal in the ears of the user 130. The above-described
technique of outputting the sound signal and receiving the
reflected sound signal may be included in acoustic reflec-
tometry, According to an embodiment, the wearable device
110 may analyze an ear state of the user 130 wearing the
wearable device 110 by using acoustic reflectometry. For
example, the wearable device 110 may detect a disease such
as middle ear infection of the ears of the user 130 by using
acoustic reflectometry.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may receive brainwaves of the user 130. The wearable
device 110 may include an electroencephalography (EEG)
sensor. The wearable device 110 may receive brainwaves
from the brain of the user 130 by using the EEG sensor. By
analyzing the received brainwaves, the wearable device 110
may determine a sleep state of the user 130, measure a sleep
quality of the user 130, or determine a stress level of the user
130. Examples of the sleep state of the user may include an
awake state, a rapid eye movement (REM) sleep state
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representing a shallow sleep close to the awake state, and a
non-REM sleep state representing a deeper sleep than the
REM sleep. As described above, the wearable device 110
may receive various inputs, and may perform an operation
corresponding to each of the received various inputs.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method of operating a wearable
device, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2, in operation 201, the wearable device
110 may receive a surrounding sound as an input. Examples
of the surrounding sound of the wearable device 110 may
include a voice of the user 130, a voice of a speaker who the
user 130 is talking with, a voice of another speaker who the
user 130 is not talking with, and a person’s voice that comes
out of a loudspeaker. According to an embodiment, the input
received by the wearable device 110 may include a voice
signature or an announcement signature. According to an
embodiment, the voice signature may be an identifier rep-
resenting a unique voice of each person. Thus, the voice
signature may be different for each person. According to an
embodiment, the announcement signature may be an iden-
tifier representing a broadcasting signal output by a loud-
speaker of a public facility such as a bus stop, a subway
station, or a train station.

In operation 203, the wearable device 110 may determine
a plurality of operation modes and the like, based on the
received input. According to an embodiment, the plurality of
operation modes may include a conversation mode repre-
senting a conversation state between a user of the wearable
device 110 and a speaker, an announcement mode repre-
senting detection of an announcement from an external
sound source, and a power control mode for controlling
power consumption of the wearable device 110. According
to an embodiment, when the voice signature detected from
the received input matches with a pre-stored voice signature,
the wearable device 110 may determine the conversation
mode from among the plurality of operation modes as the
operation mode, and may update the pre-stored voice sig-
nature, based on the detected voice signature. According to
an embodiment, when an announcement signature is
detected from the received input, the wearable device 110
may determine the announcement mode from among the
plurality of operation modes as the operation mode. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, when the magnitude of the received
input is less than a threshold, the wearable device 110 may
determine the power control mode from among the plurality
of operation modes as the operation mode. According to an
embodiment, the threshold refers to the magnitude of a
sound expressed as a decibel (dB).

In operation 205, the wearable device 110 may perform a
preset operation according to the determined operation
mode. In other words, the wearable device 110 may deter-
mine the conversation mode, the announcement mode, or the
power control mode as the operation mode, and may per-
form an operation corresponding to the determined opera-
tion mode. According to an embodiment, when the wearable
device 110 operates in the conversation mode, the wearable
device 110 may perform at least one of an operation of
canceling noise from the received input, an operation of
adjusting a volume of a content reproduced by the wearable
device 110 including stopping reproduction of an audio of
the content, and an operation of amplifying the voice of a
speaker who talks with the user 130 of the wearable device
110.

According to an embodiment, when the wearable device
110 operates in the announcement mode, the wearable
device 110 may perform at least one of an operation of
canceling noise from the received input, and an operation of
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adjusting a volume of a content reproduced by the wearable
device 110 including stopping reproduction of an audio of
the content. According to an embodiment, when the wear-
able device 110 operates in the power control mode, the
wearable device 110 may perform an operation of adjusting
a sampling speed of an input or an operation of deactivating
noise cancellation. As described above with reference to
FIG. 2, the wearable device 110 may determine the opera-
tion mode of the wearable device 110, and may perform an
operation corresponding to the determined operation mode.

FIG. 3 illustrates an operation of a wearable device in a
conversation state, according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 3, in step 1 (310), the user 130 of the
wearable device 110 and a speaker 301 may start a conver-
sation. According to an embodiment, the voice of the user
130 may be defined as a first voice, and the voice of the
speaker may be defined as a second voice. The wearable
device 110 may receive the first voice from the user, and
may receive the second voice from the speaker.

In step 2 (320), the wearable device 110 may register a
voice. For example, after conversation between the user 130
and the speaker 301 starts, the wearable device 110 may
apply a priority to the second voice received from the
speaker 301, and may register the second voice in the
wearable device 110. For example, the wearable device 110
may store the second voice at a high priority or a low
priority. According to an embodiment, the wearable device
110 may store the registered second voice in a storage of the
wearable device 110, store the registered second voice in a
storage of the user terminal 120 connected to the wearable
device 110 in a wired or wireless manner, or store the
registered second voice in another storage. According to an
embodiment, the wearable device 110 may also register and
store the voice of a person other than the speaker 301.
According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may
register a voice from a surrounding sound multiple times.

In step 3 (330), the user 130 of the wearable device 110
and the speaker 301 may stop the conversation. According
to an embodiment, when the first voice of the user 130 or the
second voice of the speaker 301 is not detected, the wearable
device 110 may determine that the conversation between the
user 130 and the speaker 301 has stopped. Step 3 (330) is not
essential and may be omitted.

In step 4 (340), the user 130 of the wearable device 110
may reproduce an audio of a content such as music. In other
words, the user 130 of the wearable device 110 may repro-
duce the audio of the content by using the user terminal 120,
and may listen to the reproduced audio of the content
through the wearable device 110.

In step 5 (350), the user 130 of the wearable device 110
and the speaker 301 may start a conversation, and the
reproduction of the audio of the content by the wearable
device 110 may be stopped. For example, when the speaker
301 speaks again while the user 130 is listening to the
reproduced audio of the content through the wearable device
110, the wearable device 110 may detect the second voice of
the speaker 301, and may ascertain that the detected second
voice is a voice pre-registered in the wearable device 110.
When the second voice is a voice pre-registered in the
wearable device 110, the wearable device 110 may stop the
reproduction of the audio of the content so that the second
voice of the speaker 301 is heard by the user 130. As
described above, when the user 130 of the wearable device
110 and the speaker 301 have a conversation, the wearable
device 110 may recognize the voice of the user 130 or the
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speaker 301, and may perform an operation such as content
playback stoppage or content volume adjustment.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an overall procedure in
which a wearable device operates when an operation mode
of the wearable device is a conversation mode, according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 4, the wearable device 110 may identify
the voice of the user 130 of the wearable device 110. For
example, the wearable device 110 may receive a surrounding
sound 402. The wearable device 110 may analyze the
received surrounding sound 402 (operation 404). The wear-
able device 110 may extract voice signature data from the
received surrounding sound 402 (operation 406). For
example, the wearable device 110 may extract a voice
signature representing the voice of the user 130 from the
received surrounding sound 402. The wearable device 110
may store the extracted voice signature data in a database
(DB) 408. According to an embodiment, the DB 408 may be
included in the wearable device 110, may be included in the
terminal 120 connected to the wearable device 110 in a
wired or wireless manner, or may be included in another
storage. The above-described process in which the voice of
the user 130 of the wearable device 110 is identified may be
referred to as an owner identification process.

When the operation mode of the wearable device 110 is
the conversation mode, smart noise cancellation may be
performed. For example, the wearable device 110 may
receive a surrounding sound 410. The wearable device 110
may classify a voice and a non-voice from the received
surrounding sound 410 (operation 412). For example, the
voice may refer to the voice of the user 130 or another
speaker, and each voice may include a voice signature. The
non-voice may refer to a sound including no voice signa-
tures. The wearable device 110 may separate voice data
(operation 414). For example, the wearable device 110 may
separate voice data of one or more persons from the voice
classified from the surrounding sound 410.

According to an embodiment, the voice data may include
a voice signature. The wearable device 110 may identify a
conversation relation, based on separated voice signatures
416, an owner voice signature 420, or a most recent voice
signature 422 (operation 418). For example, when at least
one of the voice signatures 416 matches with a voice
signature pre-stored in the DB 408, the wearable device 110
may identify the conversation relation. In other words, the
wearable device 110 may identify that the user 110 and the
speaker are in a conversation state. The wearable device 110
may also identify which speaker the user 110 is in a
conversation with, via voice signature matching. In more
detail, when at least one of the voice signatures 416 matches
with the most recent voice signature 422 stored in the DB
408, the wearable device 110 may identify the conversation
relation.

According to an embodiment, the separated voice signa-
tures may include voice signatures corresponding to person
1, person 2, through person N. According to an embodiment,
the owner voice signature 420 may refer to a voice signature
representing the voice of the user of the wearable device
110. The owner voice signature 420 may be stored in the DB
408. According to an embodiment, the most recent voice
signature 422 may refer to a voice signature most recently
stored in the DB 408 after identifying the conversation
relation.

When a conversation is not identified, namely, when the
wearable device 110 does not identify a conversation rela-
tion between the user 130 and the speaker, a state where the
wearable device 110 performs operations 410, 412, 414 and
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418 again may continue. When a conversation is identified,
namely, when the wearable device 110 identifies a conver-
sation relation between the user 130 and the speaker, the
wearable device 110 may store a voice signature (operation
424). For example, the wearable device 110 may store a
voice signature detected for conversation relation identifi-
cation from among the voice signatures 416 in the DB 408,
and may update a pre-stored voice signature, based on the
detected voice signature.

When the conversation is identified, the wearable device
110 may perform a preset operation (operation 426). For
example, the wearable device 110 may perform at least one
operation of canceling noise from an input received by the
wearable device 110, amplifying a voice of a speaker in a
conversation relation with the user 130, or adjusting the
volume of content reproduced by the wearable device 110 so
that the user 130 may hear the voice of the speaker.
Operation 424 may be performed before or after operation
426, or in any other stage. As described above, the wearable
device 110 may identify a conversation state between the
user 130 and the speaker, and may perform a preset opera-
tion such as noise cancellation. An operation of the wearable
device 110 when the operation mode of the wearable device
110 is the conversation mode will now be described in more
detail with reference to FIGS. 5 through 9.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of voice and non-voice
classification by a wearable device, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 5, the wearable device 110 may receive
a surrounding sound. The wearable device 110 may extract
a feature from the received surrounding sound (operation
510). For example, the wearable device 110 may measure
spectral flatness of the received surrounding sound (opera-
tion 512), and/or may detect a dominant frequency (opera-
tion 514). According to an embodiment, the spectral flatness
may refer to a value that is measured to characterize an audio
spectrum during digital signal processing. The spectral flat-
ness may be measured in a unit of decibel (dB). According
to an embodiment, the dominant frequency may refer to a
frequency that transmits largest energy from among frequen-
cies on a frequency spectrum. For example, the dominant
frequency may refer to a frequency having a largest ampli-
tude. The wearable device 110 may extract a feature from the
received surrounding sound (operation 510) by measuring
the spectral flatness of the received surrounding sound
(operation 512) and/or detecting the dominant frequency
(operation 514).

The wearable device 110 may make a decision by using
the extracted feature of the surrounding sound (operation
520). For example, the wearable device 110 may determine
existence of a voice signal, based on the extracted spectral
flatness and/or the extracted dominant frequency of the
surrounding sound. According to an embodiment, after
determining existence of the voice signal, the wearable
device 110 may perform deep learning-based decision
smoothing (operation 530). For example, the wearable
device 110 may determine existence or absence of the voice
signal from the surrounding sound by using Al technology,
and may correct the determination. When the wearable
device 110 determines from the extracted feature that no
voice signals exist, but a voice signal is detected later from
the surrounding sound via Al technology, the decision made
by the wearable device 110 may be corrected to a decision
that a voice signal exists.

After the above-described feature extraction from the
surrounding sound, the above-described decision making,
and the above-described decision correction, the wearable
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device 110 may classify voice and non-voice signals from
the surrounding sound, and may extract voice data 540.
According to an embodiment, the above-described feature
extraction, the above-described decision making, and the
above-described deep learning based decision smoothing
may be performed by the wearable device 110 or the user
terminal 120.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of voice data separation by
a wearable device, according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 6, the wearable device 110 may extract
voice data from the surrounding sound (operation 610). For
example, the wearable device 110 may classify a voice and
a non-voice from the surrounding sound by using the
method described above with reference to FIG. 5, and may
extract the voice data. The wearable device 110 may classify
a voice from the extracted voice data (operation 620). For
example, the wearable device 110 may identify voice sig-
natures of a plurality of speakers from the voice data, and
may classify a voice of each speaker.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may classify a voice by using a pre-trained model in the DB
408. For example, a voice signature corresponding to each
speaker may be pre-stored in the DB 408, and the wearable
device 110 may classify a voice of each speaker from the
extracted voice data by using information about the pre-
stored voice signatures. The wearable device 110 may obtain
a separated voice 630 through the voice classification.
Through the above-described voice data extraction and the
above-described voice classification, the wearable device
110 may obtain a separated voice of each speaker. According
to an embodiment, the above-described voice data extraction
and the above-described voice classification may be per-
formed by the wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating identification of
a conversation state by a wearable device, according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 7, a conversation event between the user
130 of the wearable device 110 (hereinafter, a user “X”
(130)) and a speaker 1(710) or a conversation event between
the user 130 of the wearable device 110 and a speaker 2(720)
may be identified. For example, in scenario 1, the user
X(130) may receive a first voice from the speaker 1(710)
(operation 701). The wearable device 110 may match the
name of the speaker 1(710) based on a voice signature of the
speaker 1(710) included in the received first voice (operation
703). In other words, the wearable device 110 may compare
the voice signature included in the first voice with a pre-
stored voice signature, and, when the voice signature
included in the first voice matches with the pre-stored voice
signature, may identify the conversation event between the
user X(130) and the speaker 1(710).

In scenario 2, the user X(130) may transmit a second
voice to the speaker 1(710) (operation 705). In other words,
the user X(130) may start a conversation with the speaker
1(710). The speaker 1(710) may receive the second voice
from the user X(130), and may provide a response to the
received second voice (operation 707). After receiving the
response from the speaker 1(710), the wearable device 110
may identify the conversation event between the user
X(130) and the speaker 1(710).

In scenario 3, the user X(130) may receive a third voice
from the speaker 2(720) (operation 709). According to an
embodiment, the third voice may include a voice signature
of the speaker 2(720). The wearable device 110 may match
the voice signature of the speaker 2(720) included in the
received third voice with a recent conversation voice list
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(operation 711). For example, the wearable device 110 may
determine whether the voice signature of the speaker 2(720)
included in the received third voice is identical with a voice
signature on the recent conversation voice list stored in the
wearable device 110. When the voice signature of the
speaker 2(720) is identical with, namely, matches with, at
least one of the voice signatures on the recent conversation
voice list, the wearable device 110 may identify a conver-
sation event between the user X(130) and the speaker
2(720). According to an embodiment, the conversation event
may be referred to as a conversation state or a conversation
relation.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of conversation state
identification by a wearable device, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 8, the wearable device 110 may obtain
a plurality of voice signatures 810. For example, the wear-
able device 110 may obtain a first voice signature 810-1, a
second voice signature 810-2, and an N-th voice signature
810-N from the separated voice 630 of each speaker of FIG.
6. The wearable device 110 may perform voice signature
matching by using a voice signature matching module 820.
For example, the wearable device 110 may match the
obtained plurality of voice signatures 810 with the voice
signatures stored in the DB 408 (operation 822). In other
words, the wearable device 110 may identify a voice signa-
ture identical with a voice signature stored in the DB 408,
from among the plurality of voice signatures 810.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may match the identified voice signature with a speaker’s
name (operation 824). The speaker’s name may be stored in
the DB 408 along with the voice signature of the speaker.
According to an embodiment, the DB 408 may be included
in the wearable device 110, may be included in the user
terminal 120 connected to the wearable device 110 in a
wired or wireless manner, or may be included in another
storage.

When at least one of the obtained voice signatures
matches with a pre-stored voice signature, the wearable
device 110 may detect a conversation state of the user 130
(operation 830). When the conversation state is detected, the
wearable device 110 may determine the operation mode of
the wearable device 110 to be the conversation mode, and
may perform a preset operation. For example, the wearable
device 110 may perform at least one operation of canceling
noise of the input received by the wearable device 110,
amplifying the voice of the speaker in a conversation
relation with the user 130, or adjusting the volume of content
reproduced by the wearable device 110 so that the user 130
may hear the voice of the speaker. For example, the wearable
device 110 may receive the voice of the speaker through a
microphone. The wearable device 110 may amplify the
received voice of the speaker and output an amplified voice
of'the speaker. According to an embodiment, the voice of the
speaker may be amplified to be louder than a volume of an
audio of a content reproduced by the wearable device 110.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method in which a wearable stores
voice signatures, device according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 9, a voice signature of the user 130 of
the wearable device 110 or a speaker who talks with the user
130 may be stored in a circular data storage 902. Although
FIG. 9 illustrates a circular data structure, a data structure in
which voice signatures are stored is not limited to the
circular data structure, and various modifications thereto
may be made. According to an embodiment, a first voice
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signature, a second voice signature, and a third voice sig-
nature may be stored in the circular data storage 902.

The wearable device 110 may insert a new voice signature
into a first point 904 between the first voice signature and the
second voice signature. For example, the new voice signa-
ture may refer to a voice signature not stored in the existing
circular data storage 902. According to an embodiment, the
new voice signature may refer to a most recent voice
signature, and the most recent voice signature may be stored
in the circular data storage 902. According to an embodi-
ment, the wearable device 110 may delete a voice signature
that is old based on a second point 906 after the third voice
signature. For example, the wearable device 110 may delete
at least one stored voice signature after the second point 906.

As described above, a recent voice signature may be
stored in the storage of the wearable device 110, and the old
voice signature may be deleted. Accordingly, a storage space
of the wearable device 110 that may be limited may be
efficiently utilized.

An overall process and a detailed process of an operation
of the wearable device 110 in the conversation mode have
been described above with reference to FIGS. 4 through 9.
According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may
detect a conversation between the user 130 and a speaker,
and may perform an operation of receiving an announce-
ment broadcast in a place such as a bus station, a subway
station, or a train station and performing an operation
corresponding to the announcement mode, in addition to
performing an operation corresponding to the conversation
mode. For example, when the user 130 wearing the wearable
device 110 is in a subway station, an announcement that a
subway train is approaching the subway station may be
broadcast in the subway station. The wearable device 110
may detect the announcement broadcast in the subway
station, and may perform at least one operation of canceling
noise of a received input and adjusting a volume of an audio
of'a content reproduced by the wearable device 110. FI1G. 10,
which will be described later, illustrates a procedure of an
operation of the wearable device 110 in the announcement
mode.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of an overall procedure in
which a wearable device operates when an operation mode
of the wearable device is an announcement mode, according
to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 10, the user 130 of the wearable device
110 may automatically or manually select the announcement
mode. According to an embodiment, the wearable device
110 may automatically recommend the announcement mode
to the user 130, as option 1. For example, when the wearable
device 110 is at a specific location such as a bus station or
a subway station, the wearable device 110 may automati-
cally recommend an operation in the announcement mode
without inputs of the user 130. According to an embodiment,
the wearable device 110 may allow the user 130 to manually
select the announcement mode, as option 2. For example, the
wearable device 110 may provide a user interface capable of
selecting the announcement mode, on a display of the
wearable device 110 or a display of the user terminal 120
connected to the wearable device 110 by wire or wirelessly.
The above-described operation procedure of the wearable
device 110 in option 1 or option 2 will be described in detail
below.

In option 1, the wearable device 110 may detect a current
location (operation 1010). According to an embodiment, the
wearable device 110 may detect a current location of the
wearable device 110 by using a location measurement
technique. For example, the location measurement tech-
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nique may include a location measurement technique using
Global Positioning System (GPS), Assisted GPS (A-GPS),
Wibro™, or Wi-Fi™. According to an embodiment, the
wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120 may include a
corresponding GPS hardware and/or software component
such as a GPS sensor configured to implement the location
measurement technique. According to an embodiment, the
wearable device 110 may detect that the wearable device 110
is currently located in a bus station, a subway station, a train
station, or an airport. After the current location of the
wearable device 110 is detected, the wearable device 110
may recommend announcement detection (operation 1020).
In other words, the wearable device 110 may recommend a
user to detect an announcement broadcast at the current
location of the wearable device 110, based on the current
location. For example, the announcement broadcast at the
current location may refer to an announcement of a facility
such as a bus station, a subway station, a train station, or an
airport.

The wearable device 110 may display an announcement
mode UX (operation 1030). For example, the wearable
device 110 may determine to recommend the user 130 to
detect an announcement, and may display a user interface
for selecting the announcement mode on the display of the
wearable device 110 or the display of the user terminal 120.
To activate the announcement mode, the user 130 may select
the announcement mode UX displayed on the display of the
wearable device 110 or the display of the user terminal 120.

The wearable device 110 may activate an announcement
detection module, based on an input of the user 130 (opera-
tion 1040). For example, when the announcement mode UX
is selected by the user 130 by touching, clicking, or pressing
a button, the wearable device 110 may activate an announce-
ment detection module 1050 representing detection of an
announcement. According to an embodiment, the announce-
ment detection module 1050 may be included in the wear-
able device 110 or the user terminal 120.

An operation method of the announcement detection
module 1050 according to activation of the announcement
detection module 1050 will now be described. According to
an embodiment, when an announcement is broadcast in a
bus station, the announcement detection module 1050 may
classify voices and non-voices from the broadcast announce-
ment (operation 1052). According to an embodiment, at least
one of the classified voices may include an announcement
signature. The announcement detection module 1050 may
detect a voice announcement for the classified voices (opera-
tion 1054). For example, the voice announcement may refer
to a voice including an announcement signature from among
the classified voices obtained by the voice and non-voice
classification. Thereafter, the announcement detection mod-
ule 1050 may recognize the voice announcement (operation
1056). In other words, the announcement detection module
1050 may recognize the voice announcement by detecting
the voice announcement including the announcement sig-
nature. When the voice announcement is recognized, the
wearable device 110 may perform at least one operation of
canceling noise from the received input, and an operation of
adjusting a volume of an audio of a content reproduced by
the wearable device 110.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a scenario where a
wearable device operates in a power control mode, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 11, because a noise cancellation func-
tion requires much power consumption, the wearable device
110 may analyze a surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 in order to reduce power consumption. The
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wearable device 110 may turn on or off the noise cancella-
tion function, based on the state of the analyzed surrounding
environment. For example, in a first environment 1102, the
wearable device 110 may identify that the surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 is quiet. According
to an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may receive a
surrounding sound as an input. When the magnitude of the
received input is less than a threshold, the wearable device
110 may determine that the surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 is quiet. When it is determined that the
surrounding environment is quiet, the wearable device 110
may stop noise cancellation.

In a second environment 1104, the wearable device 110
may identify that the surrounding environment of the wear-
able device 110 is not quiet. According to an embodiment,
the wearable device 110 may receive a surrounding sound as
an input. When the magnitude of the received input is equal
to or greater than the threshold, the wearable device 110 may
determine that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is not quiet. When it is determined that the
surrounding environment is not quiet, the wearable device
110 may start noise cancellation.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may monitor a users stress level by using brainwaves of the
user 130. Based on the monitored user’s stress level and
pre-determined users preference, noise cancellation may be
activated or deactivated. For example, the wearable device
110 may detect brainwaves emitted by the brain 1106 of the
user 130, and may determine a stress level of the user 130
by using characteristics of the detected brainwaves.

According to an embodiment, the brainwaves may be
detected through an electroencephalography (EEG) sensor.
The EEG sensor may be included in the wearable device 110
or the user terminal 120. When the stress level of the user is
equal to or greater than a threshold, the wearable device 110
may turn on noise cancellation. When the stress level of the
user is less than the threshold, the wearable device 110 may
turn off noise cancellation. According to an embodiment, the
wearable device 110 may adjust an audio sub-sampling rate,
based on the state of the analyzed surrounding environment
of the wearable device 110, in order to achieve power
saving. According to an embodiment, the wearable device
110 may detect the brainwaves emitted by the brain 1106 of
the user 130, and may determine a sleep stage of the user
130, based on the detected brainwaves. The wearable device
110 may activate or deactivate noise cancellation, based on
the determined sleep stage of the user 130.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device when the operation mode of the wearable
device is a power control mode, according to an embodiment
of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 12, in operation 1210, the wearable
device 110 may analyze a surrounding sound. The wearable
device 110 may receive the surrounding sound as an input.
According to an embodiment, when a magnitude of the
received input is less than a threshold, the wearable device
110 may determine that the surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 is quiet. According to an embodiment,
when the magnitude of the received input is equal to or
greater than the threshold, the wearable device 110 may
determine that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is not quiet. According to an embodiment, when
a voice signature of a speaker included in the received input
matches with a pre-stored voice signature, the wearable
device 110 may determine a conversation state between the
user 130 and the speaker.
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In operation 1220, the wearable device 110 may recom-
mend a sampling rate. For example, the wearable device 110
may determine a state of the surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 by using a surrounding sound analysis,
and may determine an audio sub-sampling or sampling rate
according to the determined state. According to an embodi-
ment, when the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is quiet or a conversation between the user 130
and the speaker does not continue, the wearable device 110
may recommend an audio sub-sampling rate that is less than
a threshold. According to an embodiment, when the sur-
rounding environment of the wearable device 110 is not
quiet or a conversation between the user 130 and the speaker
continues, the wearable device 110 may recommend an
audio sub-sampling rate that is equal to or greater than the
threshold.

In operation 1230, the wearable device 110 may control a
sub-sampling rate. For example, when the surrounding envi-
ronment of the wearable device 110 is quiet or a conversa-
tion between the user 130 and the speaker does not continue,
the wearable device 110 may reduce the audio sub-sampling
rate. When the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is not quiet or a conversation between the user
130 and the speaker continues, the wearable device 110 may
increase the audio sub-sampling rate. As described above,
the wearable device 110 may adaptively adjust the audio
sub-sampling rate by analyzing the surrounding sound. Due
to the adaptive audio sub-sampling speed adjustment, power
consumption of the wearable device 110 may be saved.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of an overall procedure in which a
wearable device operates when an operation mode of the
wearable device is a power control mode, according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 13, the wearable device 110 may
analyze a surrounding sound of the wearable device 110
(operation 1310). In other words, the wearable device 110
may identify a surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 by analyzing the surrounding sound. For
example, the wearable device 110 may receive the surround-
ing sound as an input. When a magnitude of the received
input is less than a threshold, the wearable device 110 may
determine that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is quiet. When the magnitude of the received
input is equal to or greater than the threshold, the wearable
device 110 may determine that the surrounding environment
of the wearable device 110 is not quiet.

The wearable device 110 may recommend noise cancel-
lation, based on the identified surrounding environment of
the wearable device 110. For example, the wearable device
110 may recommend noise cancellation according to
whether the identified surrounding environment of the wear-
able device 110 is quiet or not (operation 1320). User
preference information 1302 stored in the DB 408 may be
used to recommend noise cancellation. For example, the
user preference information 1302 may include information
representing that a user prefers a quiet environment or a
noisy environment. According to an embodiment, when the
surrounding environment of the wearable device 110 is
quiet, the wearable device 110 may provide a user alert
(operation 1330). For example, the wearable device 110 may
provide an alert indicating a turn off operation of noise
cancellation to the wearable device 110 or the user terminal
120 so that the user 130 determines whether to perform noise
cancellation. According to an embodiment, when the sur-
rounding environment of the wearable device 110 is ana-
lyzed as a quiet environment, the wearable device 110 may
provide a user alert for turning off an on-going noise
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cancellation operation. For example, the user alert may
include a pop-up window displaying a phrase such as “Will
you turn off noise cancellation?”, and a first button (e.g., yes)
and a second button (e.g., no) enabling the user 130 to select
whether to turn off noise cancellation. The first button and
the second button may be included in the pop-up window,
but embodiments of the disclosure are not limited thereto.
According to an embodiment, operation 1320 of recom-
mending noise cancellation may be included in operation
1310 of analyzing the surrounding sound. An operation of
determining whether the surroundings of the wearable
device 110 are quiet may be included in operation 1310 of
analyzing the surrounding sound, or may be performed
before operation 1320 of recommending noise cancellation.

According to an embodiment, when the user preference
information 1302 indicates that the user 130 prefers a noisy
environment, even when the surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 is not quiet, the wearable device 110
may provide an alert for turning off noise cancellation to the
wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120. According to
an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may receive a user
input (operation 1350). For example, the wearable device
110 may receive a user input to the display of the wearable
device 110. The user 130 may turn off noise cancellation of
the wearable device 110 according to the alert, or may ignore
the alert.

The wearable device 110 may store, in the DB 408,
environment information 1304 indicating a current sur-
rounding environment of the wearable device 110. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the environment information 1304
stored in the DB 408 may be used to generate the user
preference information 1302 during recommendation of
noise cancellation. According to an embodiment, when the
surrounding environment of the wearable device 110 is not
quiet, the wearable device 110 may perform noise cancel-
lation (operation 1340). According to an embodiment, when
the user preference information 1302 indicates that the user
130 prefers a quiet environment, even when the surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 is quiet, the wear-
able device 110 may perform noise cancellation.

According to an embodiment, when it is determined
whether noise cancellation by the wearable device 110 is
performed, a priority between the identified surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 and the user pref-
erence information 1302 may be previously determined. For
example, when a priority of the user preference information
1302 is higher than a priority of the identified surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110, the wearable
device 110 may determine whether to perform noise can-
cellation, based on the user preference information 1302,
regardless of the identified surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110. According to an embodiment, when
the priority of the identified surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 is higher than the priority of the user
preference information 1302, the wearable device 110 may
determine whether to perform noise cancellation, based on
the identified surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110, regardless of the user preference information
1302.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may monitor a health state of the user 130 wearing the
wearable device 110. For example, the wearable device 110
may monitor an ear health state of the user 130 by using
acoustic reflectometry. The wearable device 110 may also
monitor sleep-related physiological signals from brainwaves
of the user 130. The wearable device 110 may identify a
sleep pattern of the user 130 by monitoring the physiological
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signals. The wearable device 110 may detect the stress level
of the user 130 by analyzing the brainwaves of the user 130.
Embodiments of monitoring the health state of the user 130
by using the wearable device 110 will now be described with
reference to FIGS. 14 and 15.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device when the operation mode of the wearable
device analyzes an ear health state, according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 14, in operation 1401, the wearable
device 110 may output a signal. For example, the wearable
device 110 may output a sound signal to ears of the user 130
of the wearable device 110 by using acoustic reflectometry.
The output sound signal may be reflected by the ears of the
user 130.

In operation 1403, the wearable device 110 may obtain a
reflected signal. For example, the wearable device 110 may
obtain a reflected sound signal generated by reflecting the
output sound signal within the ears of the user 130. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the reflected sound signal may vary
according to the ear structure of the user 130 and an ear
health state thereof. A method of outputting the sound signal
and obtaining the reflected sound signal as described above
may be defined as acoustic reflectometry.

In operation 1405, the wearable device 110 may analyze
the ear state. For example, the wearable device 110 may
analyze the ear state of the user 130 by using the reflected
sound signal obtained via acoustic reflectometry. According
to an embodiment, an Al model may be used to analyze the
ear state of the user 130. For example, the wearable device
110 may determine the ear state of the user 130 correspond-
ing to the reflected sound signal, based on data trained
through machine learning or deep learning.

In operation 1407, the wearable device 110 may detect
whether the ear state is abnormal. For example, during the
ear state analysis using the Al model, when the reflected
sound signal corresponds to an abnormal ear state, the
wearable device 110 may detect that the ears of the user 130
are abnormal. When the reflected sound signal corresponds
to a non-abnormal ear state, the wearable device 110 may
detect that the ears of the user 130 are not abnormal.
According to an embodiment, the abnormal hear state may
include middle ear infection or middle ear effusion. When an
abnormality in the ear state is not detected, the wearable
device 110 may perform operation 1401 again. When an
abnormality in the ear state is detected, the wearable device
110 may perform operation 1409.

In operation 1409, the wearable device 110 may display
an alert. For example, when an abnormality in the ear state
is detected, the wearable device 110 may display a result of
the detection on the wearable device 110 or the user terminal
120. According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may display a user interface representing that the ear state of
the user 130 is abnormal, on the wearable device 110 or the
user terminal 120. The user 130 may ascertain that the ear
state of the user 130 is abnormal, by checking the alert
displayed on the wearable device 110 or the user terminal
120.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an operation method of a
wearable device that activates a power control mode by
analyzing a sleep state of the wearable device, according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 15, in operation 1501, the wearable
device 110 may obtain brainwaves. For example, the wear-
able device 110 may obtain brainwaves from a brain of the
user 130 by using the EEG sensor. The EEG sensor may be
included in the wearable device 110.
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In operation 1503, the wearable device 110 may deter-
mine whether the sleep state is detected. For example, the
wearable device 110 may determine whether the state of the
user 130 is in sleep or awake. When the sleep state of the
user 130 is not detected, namely, when the user 130 is
awake, the wearable device 110 may perform operation 1501
again. When the sleep state of the user 130 is detected,
namely, when the user 130 is in sleep, the wearable device
110 may perform operation 1505.

In operation 1505, the wearable device 110 may analyze
the sleep state. For example, the wearable device 110 may
analyze and record a sleep quality of the user 130 or classify
the sleep states of the user 130 according to types. For
example, the types of the sleep states of the user 130 may
include a first sleep state or a second sleep state. According
to an embodiment, the first sleep state may refer to an REM
sleep representing a shallow sleep close to being awake.
According to an embodiment, the second sleep state may
refer to a deep sleep state. For example, the deep sleep state
may refer to a non-REM sleep corresponding to a deeper
sleep state than the REM sleep. The wearable device 110
may analyze the sleep state of the user 130, based on the
obtained brainwaves.

In operation 1507, the wearable device 110 may deter-
mine whether the sleep state is the second sleep state. For
example, the wearable device 110 may determine whether
the sleep state of the user is an REM sleep. When the sleep
state of the user 130 is not the second sleep state, the
wearable device 110 may perform operation 1501 again.
When the sleep state of the user 130 is the second sleep state,
the wearable device 110 may perform operation 1509.

In operation 1509, the wearable device 110 may activate
the power control mode. According to an embodiment, when
the sleep state of the user 130 is the second sleep state, the
user 130 is in a deep sleep, and thus noise cancellation may
not be needed. Thus, the wearable device 110 may activate
the power control mode. The wearable device 110 may save
power used for real-time power control, by turning off noise
cancellation, in the power control mode. Although not
shown in FIG. 15, the wearable device 110 may activate the
power control mode, turn off noise cancellation, and then
perform operation 1501 again to obtain brainwaves. The
wearable device 110 may analyze the stress level of the user
130 by using the brainwaves of the user 130 obtained using
an EEG sensor. As shown in FIG. 15, the wearable device
110 may sense the brainwaves of the user 130 of the
wearable device 110, may identify the sleep state of the user
130 by analyzing the sensed brainwaves, and may perform
noise cancellation based on the identified sleep state.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a wearable device, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 16, the wearable device 110 may
include a transceiver 1610, a memory 1620, and a processor
1630. All of the components illustrated in FIG. 16 are not
essential components of the wearable device 110. More or
less components than those illustrated in FIG. 16 may
constitute the wearable device 110.

According to an embodiment, the transceiver 1610 may
communicate with the user terminal 120 connected to the
wearable device 110 in a wired or wireless manner or with
another electronic device. For example, the transceiver 1610
may receive a surrounding sound of the wearable device 110
as an input, and may receive user input information input to
the user terminal 120. According to an embodiment, the
transceiver 1610 may output a sound signal in order to use
acoustic reflectometry. The transceiver 1610 may receive a
reflected sound signal generated by reflecting the output

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

sound signal within the ears of the user 130. The transceiver
1610 may include a microphone or corresponding compo-
nent to receive the surrounding sound and the reflected
sound signal, and may also include any one or any combi-
nation of a digital modem, a radio frequency (RF) modem,
a Wi-Fi™ chip, and related software and/or firmware to
communicate with the user terminal 120.

The memory 1620 may install and store various types of
data such as a program (such as, an application) and a file.
The processor 1630 may access and use the data stored in the
memory 1620, or may store new data in the memory 1620.
According to an embodiment, the memory 1620 may
include the DB 408. According to an embodiment, the
memory 1620 may store a voice signature of the user 130 or
the speaker extracted from the surrounding sound of the
wearable device 110. According to an embodiment, the
memory 1620 may store user preference information for
recommending noise cancellation.

The processor 1630 may control an overall operation of
the wearable device 110 and may include at least one of
processors or microprocessors such as a central processing
unit (CPU) and a graphic processing unit (GPU). The
processor 1630 may control other components included in
the wearable device 110 to perform an operation for driving
the wearable device 110. For example, the processor 1630
may execute the program stored in the memory 1620, read
the file stored in the memory 1620, or store a new file.
According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 may
perform an operation for driving the wearable device 110 by
executing the program stored in the memory 1620.

Although not shown in FIG. 16, the wearable device 110
may further include a sensor unit. According to an embodi-
ment, the sensor unit may include an EEG sensor. The sensor
unit may sense brainwaves output from the brain of the user
130. According to an embodiment, the sensor unit may
include a position sensor (for example, a GPS) for ascer-
taining a current location of the wearable device 110.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may include the transceiver 1610, the memory 1620 storing
one or more instructions, and at least one processor 1630
that executes the one or more instructions to receive a
surrounding sound of the wearable device 110 as an input,
determine one from among a plurality of operation modes,
based on the received input, and perform a preset operation
according to the determined operation mode.

According to an embodiment, the plurality of operation
modes may include at least one of a conversation mode
representing a conversation state between a user of the
wearable device 110 and a speaker, an announcement mode
representing detection of an announcement from an external
sound source, and a power control mode for controlling
power consumption of the wearable device 110.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to determine the conversation mode from among the
plurality of operation modes to be the operation mode when
a voice signature detected from the received input matches
with a pre-stored voice signature.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to update the pre-stored voice signature based on a
voice signature detected from the received input when the
detected voice signature matches with a pre-stored voice
signature.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to determine the announcement mode from among the
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plurality of operation modes to be the operation mode when
an announcement signature is detected from the received
input.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to determine the power control mode from among the
plurality of operation modes as the operation mode when the
magnitude of the received input is less than a threshold.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to cancel noise from the received input, adjust the
volume of content reproduced by the wearable device 110,
and amplify a voice of a speaker when the wearable device
110 operates in the conversation mode.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to cancel noise from the received input and adjust the
volume of content reproduced by the wearable device 110
when the wearable device 110 operates in the announcement
mode.

According to an embodiment, the processor 1630 of the
wearable device 110 may execute the one or more instruc-
tions to adjust a sampling rate of the received input, and
deactivate noise cancellation when the wearable device 110
operates in the power control mode.

According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110
may further include a sensor unit, and the processor 1630 of
the wearable device 110 may execute the one or more
instructions to sense brainwaves of the user of the wearable
device 110 by using the sensor unit, identify a sleep state of
the user 130 by analyzing the sensed brainwaves, and
perform noise cancellation, based on the identified sleep
state.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart of an operation of a wearable device
when an operation mode of the wearable device is a power
control mode, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 17, the wearable device 110 may
analyze a surrounding sound of the wearable device 110
(operation 1705). In other words, the wearable device 110
may identify a surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 by analyzing the surrounding sound. For
example, the wearable device 110 may receive the surround-
ing sound as an input, and analyze whether the surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 is quiet or noisy.

The wearable device 110 may determine whether sur-
roundings of the wearable device is quiet (operation 1710).
For example, when a magnitude of a received input is less
than a threshold, the wearable device 110 may determine
that the surrounding environment of the wearable device 110
is quiet. When the magnitude of the received input is equal
to or greater than the threshold, the wearable device 110 may
determine that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is not quiet. In other words, the wearable device
110 may determine that the surrounding environment is not
quiet. Although operation 1710 is performed after operation
1705 in FIG. 17, embodiments of the disclosure are not
limited thereto. In other words, operation 1705 and opera-
tion 1710 may be performed as a single operation. For
example, the wearable device 110 may determine whether
the surrounding environment of the wearable device 110 is
quiet, by analyzing the surrounding sound of the wearable
device 110. Operation 1710 may be included in operation
1705. For example, operation 1705 in which the wearable
device 110 analyzes the surrounding sound includes opera-
tion 1710 of determining whether the surrounding environ-
ment of the wearable device 110 is quiet.
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According to an embodiment, when the surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 is not quiet, the
wearable device 110 may recommend noise cancellation to
be turned on (operation 1720). For example, because the
surrounding environment of the wearable device 110 is not
quiet, the wearable device 110 may provide a message
suggesting noise cancellation to be turned on, to the wear-
able device 110 or the user terminal 120. According to an
embodiment, the message suggesting noise cancellation to
be turned on may be displayed in a pop-up window form on
the wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120. The
pop-up window may include a noise cancellation turn-on
recommendation phrase such as “Will you turn on noise
cancellation?”. The pop-up window may include a first
button (e.g., yes) and a second button (e.g., no) enabling the
user 130 to select whether to turn on noise cancellation.
According to an embodiment, the message may be output in
an audio message form by the wearable device 110, and thus,
may be provided to the user 130. However, embodiments of
the disclosure are not limited thereto. According to an
embodiment, user preference information 1702-2 provided
by the DB 408 may be used when the wearable device 110
recommends noise cancellation to be turned on. For
example, even when the surrounding environment of the
wearable device 110 is not quiet, when the user preference
information 1702-2 represents that the user 130 prefers a
noisy environment or does not prefer a quiet environment,
the wearable device 110 may not recommend noise cancel-
lation to be turned on.

The wearable device 110 may receive a user input (opera-
tion 1725). For example, the wearable device 110 receive an
input of the user 130 regarding turn-on recommendation of
noise cancellation, through the wearable device 110 or the
user terminal 120. For example, when the user 130 wants to
turn on noise cancellation, the user 130 may provide a user
input by touching or clicking the first button representing
that noise cancellation is turned on. When the user 130 does
not want to turn on noise cancellation, the user 130 may
provide a user input by touching or clicking the second
button representing that noise cancellation is not turned on.

The wearable device 110 may turn on noise cancellation
(operation 1730). For example, when the user 130 selects
noise cancellation to be turned on, through a user input, the
wearable device 110 may turn on a noise cancellation
function of the wearable device 110. According to an
embodiment, operation 1720 of recommending noise can-
cellation to be turned on and operation 1725 of receiving the
user input may be omitted. For example, when it is deter-
mined that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is not quiet, the wearable device 110 may
recommend noise cancellation to be turned on, or may turn
on noise cancellation without receiving an input of the user
130 with respect to the recommendation. A condition where
the wearable device 110 recommends noise cancellation to
be turned on, or turns on noise cancellation without receiv-
ing an input of the user 130 with respect to the recommen-
dation may be previously set and stored on the wearable
device 110.

According to an embodiment, when the surrounding
environment of the wearable device 110 is quiet, the wear-
able device 110 may recommend noise cancellation to be
turned off (operation 1715). For example, because the sur-
rounding environment of the wearable device 110 is quiet,
the wearable device 110 may provide a message suggesting
an on-going noise cancellation function to be turned off, to
the wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120. According
to an embodiment, the message suggesting noise cancella-
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tion to be turned off may be provided in a pop-up window
form on the wearable device 110 or the user terminal 120.
The pop-up window may include a phrase regarding noise
cancellation turn off recommendation such as “Will you turn
off noise cancellation?”. The pop-up window may also
include a first button (e.g., yes) and a second button (e.g., no)
enabling the user 130 to select whether to turn off noise
cancellation. According to an embodiment, the message may
be output in an audio message form by the wearable device
110, and thus, may be provided to the user 130. However,
embodiments of the disclosure are not limited thereto.
According to an embodiment, user preference information
1702-1 provided by the DB 408 may be used when the
wearable device 110 recommends noise cancellation to be
turned on. For example, even when the surrounding envi-
ronment of the wearable device 110 is quiet, when the user
preference information 1702-1 represents that the user 130
prefers continuous use of the noise cancellation function, the
wearable device 110 may not recommend noise cancellation
to be turned off.

The wearable device 110 may receive a user input (opera-
tion 1735). For example, the wearable device 110 receive an
input of the user 130 regarding turn-off recommendation of
noise cancellation, through the wearable device 110 or the
user terminal 120. For example, when the user 130 wants to
turn off noise cancellation, the user 130 may provide a user
input by touching or clicking the first button representing
that noise cancellation is turned off. When the user 130 does
not want to turn off noise cancellation, the user 130 may
provide a user input by touching or clicking the second
button representing that noise cancellation is not turned off.
According to an embodiment, the wearable device 110 may
store, in the DB 408, environment information 1704 indi-
cating a current surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110. According to an embodiment, the environment
information 1704 stored in the DB 408 may be used to
generate the user preference information 1702-1 or the user
preference information 1702-2 during recommendation of
noise cancellation.

The wearable device 110 may turn off noise cancellation
(operation 1740). For example, when the user 130 selects
noise cancellation to be turned off, through a user input, the
wearable device 110 may turn off a noise cancellation
function of the wearable device 110. According to an
embodiment, operation 1715 of recommending noise can-
cellation to be turned off and operation 1735 of receiving the
user input may be omitted. For example, when it is deter-
mined that the surrounding environment of the wearable
device 110 is quiet, the wearable device 110 may recom-
mend noise cancellation to be turned off, or may turn off
noise cancellation without receiving an input of the user 130
with respect to the recommendation. A condition where the
wearable device 110 recommends noise cancellation to be
turned off, or turns off noise cancellation without receiving
an input of the user 130 with respect to the recommendation
may be previously set and stored on the wearable device
110. As shown in FIG. 17, the wearable device 110 may
analyze the surrounding environment of the wearable device
110 and change an operation according to a result of the
analysis, thereby reducing power consumption of the wear-
able device 110 due to the noise cancellation function.

An embodiment of the disclosure may also be imple-
mented in the form of a recording medium including instruc-
tions executable by a computer, such as a program module
executed by a computer. Computer-readable media may be
any available media accessible by a computer and includes
both volatile and nonvolatile media and removable and
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non-removable media. Computer-readable media may also
include computer storage media and communication media.
Computer storage media includes both volatile and nonvola-
tile, removable and non-removable media implemented in
any method or technology for storage of information such as
computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules or other data. Communication media may typically
include computer readable instructions, data structures, or
other data in a modulated data signal, such as program
modules.

Terms “unit” and “module” used herein may be a hard-
ware component such as a processor or circuit, and/or a
software component executed by a hardware component
such as a processor.

“Unit” and “module” may be stored in an addressable
storage medium and may be implemented by a program that
can be executed by a processor. For example, “unit” and
“module” may be implemented by components (such as,
software components, object-oriented software components,
class components, and task components) and processes,
functions, properties, procedures, sub-routines, segments of
a program code, drivers, firmware, a microcode, circuitry,
data, database, data structures, tables, arrays, and variables.

The particular executions described herein are merely an
embodiment and do not limit the scope of the disclosure
concept in any way. For the sake of brevity, conventional
electronics, control systems, software development and
other functional aspects of the systems may not be described
in detail.

An expression “including at least one of a, b, or ¢” used
herein means “including only a”, “including only b”,
“including only ¢”, “including a and b”, “including b and ¢”,
“including a and ¢”, or “including both a, b and ¢”.

While the disclosure has been particularly shown and
described with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof,
it will be understood that various changes in form and details
may be made therein without departing from the spirit and
scope of the disclosure. Thus, the above-described embodi-
ments should be considered in descriptive sense only and not
for purposes of limitation. For example, each component
described as a single type may be implemented in a distrib-
uted manner, and similarly, components described as being
distributed may be implemented in a combined form.

The scope of the disclosure is indicated by the scope of
the claims to be described later rather than the above detailed
description, and all changes or modified forms derived from
the meaning and scope of the claims and the concept of
equivalents thereof should be interpreted as being included
in the scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of operating a wearable device, the method
comprising:

receiving, as an input, a surrounding sound of the wear-
able device;

determining an operation mode from among a plurality of
operation modes, based on the received input; and

performing a preset operation according to the determined
operation mode,

wherein the plurality of operation modes comprise a
conversation mode representing a conversation state
between a user of the wearable device and a speaker,

wherein the determining the operation mode from among
the plurality of operation modes comprises determining
the conversation mode to be the operation mode of the
wearable device, based on determining that a voice
signature detected from the received input matches
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with a pre-stored voice signature of a plurality of
pre-stored voice signatures,
wherein, based on the determining that the detected voice
signature matches with the pre-stored voice signature,
the preset operation comprises:
canceling noise from the received input,
adjusting a volume of an audio of a content reproduced
by the wearable device, and

amplifying a voice of the speaker,

wherein the plurality of operation modes further com-
prise: a power control mode for controlling power
consumption of the wearable device, and

wherein, based on determining the power control mode to

be the operation mode of the wearable device, the
preset operation further comprises:

adjusting a sampling rate of the input; and
deactivating noise cancellation.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
operation modes further comprise an announcement mode
representing for a detection of an announcement from an
external sound source.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the determining the
operation mode from among the plurality of operation
modes comprises determining the announcement mode to be
the operation mode of the wearable device, based on deter-
mining that an announcement signature is detected from the
received input.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the determining the
operation mode from among the plurality of operation
modes comprises determining the power control mode to be
the operation mode of the wearable device, based on deter-
mining that a magnitude of the received input is less than a
threshold.

5. The method of claim 2, wherein, based on determining
the announcement mode to be the operation mode of the
wearable device, the preset operation comprises at least one
of:

canceling the noise from the received input; and

adjusting the volume of the audio of the content repro-

duced by the wearable device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the preset operation
further comprises, based on the determining that the
detected voice signature matches with the pre-stored voice
signature, updating the pre-stored voice signature based on
the detected voice signature.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

sensing brainwaves of the user of the wearable device;

identifying a sleep state of the user by analyzing the

sensed brainwaves; and

performing noise cancellation, based on the identified

sleep state.

8. A wearable device comprising:

a memory configured to store one or more instructions;

and

at least one processor operatively connected to the

memory and configured to execute the one or more

instructions to:

receive, as an input, a surrounding sound of the wear-
able device;
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determine an operation mode from among a plurality of
operation modes, based on the received input; and
perform a preset operation according to the determined
operation mode,
wherein the plurality of operation modes comprise a
conversation mode representing a conversation state
between a user of the wearable device and a speaker,

wherein the determining the operation mode from among
the plurality of operation modes comprises determining
the conversation mode to be the operation mode of the
wearable device, based on determining that a voice
signature detected from the received input matches
with a pre-stored voice signature of a plurality of
pre-stored voice signatures,
wherein, based on the determining that the detected voice
signature matches with the pre-stored voice signature,
the preset operation comprises:
canceling noise from the received input,
adjusting a volume of an audio of a content reproduced

by the wearable device, and

amplifying a voice of the speaker,

wherein the plurality of operation modes further comprise
a power control mode for controlling power consump-
tion of the wearable device, and

wherein, based on determining the power control mode to

be the operation mode of the wearable device, the
preset operation further comprises:

adjusting a sampling rate of the input; and
deactivating noise cancellation.

9. The wearable device of claim 8, wherein the plurality
of operation modes further comprise an announcement mode
representing for a detection of an announcement from an
external sound source.

10. The wearable device of claim 9, wherein the at least
one processor is configured to execute the one or more
instructions to determine the announcement mode to be the
operation mode of the wearable device, based on determin-
ing that an announcement signature is detected from the
received input.

11. The wearable device of claim 9, wherein the at least
one processor is configured to execute the one or more
instructions to determine the power control mode to be the
operation mode of the wearable device, based on determin-
ing that a magnitude of the received input is less than a
threshold.

12. The wearable device of claim 9, wherein, based on
determining the announcement mode to be the operation
mode of the wearable device, the preset operation comprises
at least one of:

canceling the noise from the received input; and

adjusting the volume of the audio of the content repro-

duced by the wearable device.

13. The wearable device of claim 8, wherein the preset
operation comprises, based on the determining that the
detected voice signature matches with the pre-stored voice
signature, updating the pre-stored voice signature based on
the detected voice signature.
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