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This invention relates to a life belt used 
either by bathers as an aid to swimming or as 
a life preserver on water craft, the belt being 
light in weight, very buoyant, and comfort 

is able on account of its smooth surface in con 
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space on a boat. The belt can be easily put 
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trast to those that are arranged in successive 
folds and are provided with ridges on the 
surface. - 

The invention provides a belt of corkboard 
which is very light and is brittle to the point 
of breaking easily when bent. By placing a 
flexible or what might be called a conforming 
cover on the board it is supported so that the 
board can be easily bent to fit the body, as at 
the waist and can be further bent so that it 
can be rolled. The latter feature is an ad 
vantage as many belts can be stored in a Small 
on and there are no intricate loops or straps 
to be adjusted by persons in a hurry to don 
the belt or by people in a panic. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings in which Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of my improved belt. Figure 
2 is a perspective view of part of the cork 
board and its cover. Figure 3 is a view of the 
belt rolled and Figure 4 is a view of a piece 
of board slitted to increase the flexibility. 
In making the belt, I take a strip 10 of 

cork board of the usual commercial type 
which board is composed of cork particles 
which board is compressed and baked and the 
rosin and other material in the cork is caused 
to act as a binder for the mass. This board 
is very light and can be cut and trimmed to 
suit but it is very brittle and the slightest 
movement to bend it results in breaking it 
through at the point of bending. To over 
come this I place a cover 11 over the board 

40 and secure this cover to the board by a water 
proof cement. The cover holds the board 
and prevents its cracking when flexed. The 
covers I have used are knitted ones which are 

s 
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flexible or woven fabrics which are arranged 
on the bias so as to give the required flexibil 
ity. Rubber or rubberized cloth can also be 

cork board also prevents the particles from 
becoming separated and loose particles are 
therefore not present in the belt and do not 
ger in groups to form raised or lumpy 
spots. 

If desired I may also slit the cork board, 
usually transversely as at 12 to increase the 

s 

flexibility, and these slits are generally made 
laterally relative to the bending movement. 
A suitable strap 13 or other fastening 60 

means can be used to secure the belt in place. 
and I show the strap supported in loops 14. 
The cross-sectional shape can be varied, 

either a rectangular form as in Figure 2, a 
- Strip-tapered top and bottom as in Figure 1, 
or any other desired shaping can be resorted 
to. 
I claim:- - 
1. A life belt comprising a strip of cork 

particles which are held together by an ad 
hesive and a cover to hold the strip against 
cracking so that the strip can be rolled. 
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2. A life belt of cork board in a substan- - 
tially continuous strip and a resilient cover to 
hold the cork board against cracking so that 
it can be placed around the body. . 

3. A life belt comprising a strip of cork 
board and a fabric cover to hold the board 
against cracking when it is flexed, the fabric 
having its strands arranged on the bias on 
the board. . . . . . 

4. A life belt comprising a strip of cork 
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board which is slitted transversely at inter 
vals and a cover for the strip. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
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used for this purpose. When so covered the 
corkboard can be bent to form the body as in 
Figure 1 or it can be more tightly rolled as 
in Figure 3. The cover when cemented to the 100 

  


