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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Dawson B. HILTON, of
Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of New
York, haveinvented an Iimproved Metal Lath,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a metal lath which.
is of simple construction, offers a firm retain-
ing-surface-for the plaster, and covers a large
area with a given size of work-piece.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a face view of my improved lath, showing it
in the course of manufacture and biefore be-
ing stretched. Fig. 2 is a face view of a por-
tion of the lath complete; Fig. 3, a cross-sec-
tion on line 3 3, Fig. 2; and Fig. 4, a longitu-
dinal section on line 4 4, Fig. 2.

In manufacturing the lath I first cut out a
blank to form a herring-bone pattern, in
which rows of p(u*allel r1bq @ a, sloping alter-
nately in opposite directions, are separated
by the longitudinal parallel strips a' @’ The
ribs ¢ are cut by a shear and die in such a
manner that while being cut they are simul-
taneously bent so as to assume an inclined
position to the body of the work-piece and ex-
pose a sharp edge at the top and bottom. In
this way spaces a®are opened out between the
ribs, and at the same time the ribs are placed
in the best possible position for retaining the
plaster.

The alternate longitudinal strips a' cﬁ are

. grooved Ionﬂltudmally on opposite sides to

form trough-shaped spaces that assist in hold-

ing the plaster and strengthen the
Moreover, by grooving alternate longitudinal
strips on opposite sides the ribs a, that con-
nect the serrated edges of said strips, Fig. 4,
can be cut and bent at one operation and
without twisting.

After the work -piece has assumed the form
shown in Fig. 1 it is laterally distended by
suitable mechamsm toreduce the angle of in-
clination between the ribs a and strips o' a?,
open out the spaces ¢, and increase the width
of the lath. In this way the surface covered
by the complete lath is not only greater than
the one covered by the work-piece, but the
lath is lightened, and its shape is one excel-
lently adapted for retaining the plaster.

What I claim is—

1. A blank for metallaths composed of lon-
gitudinal strips grooved alternately on oppo-
site faces, and of rows of inclined ribs that
connect said strips, the ribs of adjoining.rows
sloping in opposite directions, substantially

.as specified.

2. Ametal lath composed of a latemlly-dls-
tended body having serrated longitudinal
strips grooved alternately on opposwe faces,
and benb ribs that connect the serrated edges
of said strips, substantially as specified.

DAWSON B. HILTON.

Witnesses:
WILLIE MILLER, .
WILLIAM SCHULZ.
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