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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MARY M. GELLENBECK OF TACOMA, WASHINGTON. 

GARMENT. 

1,331,754. 
To all whom it may concern: w 

Be it known that I, MARY. M. GELLEN 
BECK, a citizen of the United States, and 
resident of Tacoma, county of Pierce, and 
State of Washington, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Garments, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements ing the object of this improvement is to provide 
means for reinforcing the seam of the gar 
ment under the arm to overcome ripping 
and tearing thereof, and to preclude the 
from being worn out by the stays of the 
corset as formerly: . . . . . . . . . . ." 
The invention consists in the arrangement 

construction and combination of parts as 
will be more fully described in the follow 
ing specification illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings and finally pointed out 
in the appended claims. 
In the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a front view of a garment 

embodying the present invention; a part of 
the Waist portion being broken away to illus 
trate the relation of the reinforcing mem 
ber to the sleeve and side of the garment. 

Fig. 2 is a view in vertical section of the 
Sale. . . 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross section of the 
reinforced seam. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of reinforcing sleeve. 
Referring more particularly to the draw 

ings in which like reference numerals indi 
cate like parts, the numeral 1 designates the 
upper portion of a garment which is joined 
to a lower, or skirt portion by a suitable 
waist band 3. - 
The present invention seeks to provide a 

construction which will be more effective than anything heretofore used to preclude 
the seam of the garment from tearing under. 
the arm, as it is at this place most garments 
are worn out. Especially is this a fact with 
garments worn by ladies with tendency to 
ward stoutness. 
In overcoming this difficulty I have pro 

vided the sleeves 9 of the garment with re 
inforcing sleeves 5, comprising single strips 
of material as shown in Fig. 4, which are 
made to fit within the outer sleeves and ex 
tend from the ends thereof up over the 
shoulders and thence downwardly and con 
nect with the waist band at the sides of the 
front and back. 

garment construction, and 

I claim as new and desire to 
ters Patent is: 

specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 24, 1920. 
Application filed March 31, 1919. Serial No. 286,440. . . . 

The adjacent edges of the sleeve rein 
forcing strips and also the edges of the fab 
ric forming the garment sleeves and waist 
are all Secured together by a seam 2 in what 60 
is known as a French seam, and the same ex 
tends from the end of the under side of the 
sleeve up under the arm and down the side 
of the garment, to the waist band. 

Particular attention is called to the con 
struction of the seam; this is made by plac ing the edges of both the reinforcing mem 
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ber and router garment which are to be 
joined, together with the outside of the fab 
ric facing out and placing a row of stitch 

of the stitching, as at 11, and again stitch 
ing through all parts with parallel rows of 
stitching 12 and 13 between which is placed 
a strip of tape 4, which extends from the 
Outer end of the sleeve and connects with 
the Waist band at 3. This provision doubly 
reinforces the seam so that when the arm is 

the tape rather than having the strain re 
sisted by the Stitching of the seam. 
The two sleeves may be stitched together 

across the shoulders but the inner sleeve 
member is preferably made to fit more 
closely than the outer so as to afford circu 
lation between the members and to preclude 
the stays of the corset from piercing the 
fabric of the outer garment. 
Having thus described my invention what 

1. In a garment of the character de scribed, a reinforcing member consisting of 
a single strip disposed within the garment 
reinforced thereby, and secured at its ends 
to the waist band of the garment at the side 
of the front and back; the strip extending 
over the shoulder, and having a sleeve form ing portion extending within the garment 
sleeve and a seam Securing the adjacent 
edges of the strip. 

2. In a garment of the character de 
scribed, a reinforcing member comprising 
a single strip applied interiorly of the gar 
ment to extend over the shoulder and hav 
ing its opposite ends secured to the waist 
band of the garment at the side of the front 
and back and having a sleeve forming por 
tion extending within the garment sleeve; 
the adjacent edges of the reinforcing strip 

protect by Let 
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ing as at 10 adjacent the edge to fasten all 
the edges together, then turning the matched 
portions of the fabric back on opposite sides 
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lifted the strain will be directly applied to 

85 

90 

95 

00 

105 

10 



O 

5 

20 

25 

, and corresponding edges of the 

2 

being secured within the seam which like 
wise secures parts of the garment to which 
it is applied. . . . . 

3. In a garment of the character de 
scribed, a reinforcing member comprising 
a single strip applied interiorly of the gar 
ment to extend over the shoulder and having 
its opposite ends secured to, the waist band 
of the garment at the side of the front and 
back, and having. a sleeve forming portion 
extending within the garment sleeve; the 
adjacent edges of the reinforcing, member 

ront and 
back parts of the outer garment all being 
secured together by a seam comprising 
spaced. Iows of stitching and a reinforcing 
strip located within the seam, extending 
from the end of the sleeve to the Waistband 
of the garment. - 

a short inner sleeve, said inner sleeve having 
wings extending from its shoulder. section 
downwardly to the waistline, the outer end 
of the inner sleeve being stitched to the 
outer...sleeve, the meeting edges of the inner 
sleeve, and of its downwardly extending 
wings being stitched together and to the 

- then down to the waist. 

of the inner sleeve being stitched to the 
outer sleeve. . 
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outer sleeve and waist by a seam which ex 
tends along the under side of the sleeve and 

30 
5. A garment Waist having an outer and 

a short inner sleeve, said inner sleeve hav 
ing wings extending from its shoulder sec 
tineownwardly to the waist line, the outer 
end of the inner sleeve being stitched to the 35 
outer sleeve, the meeting edges of the inner 
sleeve and of its downwardly extending 
wings being stitched together and to the 
outer sleeve.and waist by a seam which ex 
tends along the under side of the sleeve and 40 

: then down to the waist. and a reinforcing 
tape. Stitched into said. Seam. - -r . 

t. Agarment, waist having an outer and 
a short inner sleeve, the inner, sleeve having 
Wings extending downward to the waistline. 
and stitched to the waist body in such man 

4. A garment. Waist having an outer, and - - w 
the shoulder part of the waist and outer 
ner as to support the Waist body, and leave 
sleeve loose over the shoulder, the outer end 

Signed at Tacoma, Washington, this 21st 
day of March 1919. MARY M. GELLENBECK. 
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