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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ASA. O. BROAD, of Louis 

ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of 
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Metallic Hoops or Bands 
for Securing Bales, Packages, &c.; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
which make a part thereof, and in which 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
the hoop or band. Fig. 2 represents a side 
view of the Same. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

peculiar device for uniting the two ends of a 
metallic hoop or band for securing bales, pack 
ages, &c., and so that it may be readily dis 
connected without cutting the hoop or band. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe it in connection with the drawings. 
A represents a piece of ordinary hoop-iron, 

hent into the form of the bale or package it 
is intended to secure; and B represents a slide 
with an opening through its center; and c, a 
pin made flat on one side to lie close to the 
slide, and rounded on the opposite side, so as 
not to present any sharp edges to the hoop. 
This pin may be of wood or metal either. 
To form the three above-enumerated things 

into a hoop or band and Secure it to the bale 
or package, it is necessary to have a pair of 
clamps, nippers, or tongs, with which the 
ends of the strip of iron that is to form the 
hoop are seized, and the bow or curve a formed 
on each end thereof. These bows or curves a 
a are laid one over the other, and the slide 
placed over the lock, so that said bows or 
curves shall extend up through the opening 

in the slide. The pin Cisthen driventhrough 
underneath the bows, and its ends rest on the 
slide B. Enough of the end of the strip that 
forms the hoop is left beyond the bows or 
curves, so that as the slide is driven down 
by inserting the pin it will press upon these 
ends, and by friction prevent them from be 
ing drawn through the slide. 
The advantage of this form of lock for se. 

curing the ends of the hoop is this, that when 
the bales are opened for rebaling the hoop 
need not be cut, as all the others which lock 
over each other or over the slide or buckle 
have to, and to loosen my band it is only nec 
essary to drive out the pin C, and it immedi 
ately separates. It can therefore be reused 
without shortening it every time it is used. 
It can also be put together easier and tighter 
than any others of which I have knowledge. 
This hoop or band can also be shortened with 
out cutting-viz., by drawing it up to the 
proper place, and making another bend in it, 
and allowing the remainder of the end to be 
loose, or tied fast to be out of the way; or 
several bends may be made in it at or near 
where it is to be united, so that it may be 
taken up or let out at pleasure to the proper 
bow or bend that will best unite it to the bow 
underneath. 
Having thus fully described the nature of 

my invention, what I claim therein as new, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
A metallic hoop or band whose ends are 

united by the bows or curves at a, slide B, and 
pin C, as herein set forth and described. 

ASA. O. BROAD. 
Witnesses: 

BEN.J. F. AVERY, 
SAML. J. LOOK. 

  


