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[57} ABSTRACT

A coping for a wall comprises fixing clips spaced along
and secured to the top of wall and having a cambered
surface extending across the wall, and coping elements
which when free have no camber or a lesser camber
than the clips and which are held down on the clips by
slidable clips disposed at opposite sides of the wall.
The coping elements are made from stiff but resilient
sheet material so as to have a drainage camber im-
parted to them by being held down on the clips be-
neath but at the same time to be taut and rattle-free.

3 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
WALL COPING

This invention relates to copings.

According to this invention there is provided a cop-
ing comprising a fixing clip adapted to straddle the top
of a wall, which clip includes a central portion which
is cambered viewed in a direction along the coping and
end portions which depend from the ends of the central
portion, a coping element for straddling the top of the
wall which coping element is made from stiff but resil-
ient sheet material and has a central portion and end
portions depending from the ends of the central portion
the central and end portions of the coping element re-
spectively overlapping the central and end portions of
the fixing clip over at least part of the width of the clip,
the central portion of the coping element having no
camber or a lesser camber than the central portion of
the clip, one of the end portions of the coping element
being hingedly interengageable with one of the end
portions of the fixing clip, and the other end portions
of the coping element and the fixing clip having flanges
which project towards the wall and which are disposed
in alignment with each other in a direction lengthwise
of the coping, the flange on the coping element for this
purpose terminating short of the end of the element
which overlaps the fixing clip, and a sliding clip which
is slidable lengthwise of the coping on to the flange of
the fixing clip and the adjoining portion of the flange
of the coping element to embrace the flanges, the slid-
ing clip and a least one of the two flanges having inter-
engaging formations adapted to prevent the sliding clip
from disengaging from the flanges by movement trans-
versely of itself.

Preferably the flanges on said other end portions of
the coping element and the fixing clip are inclined in-
wardly and upwardly.

In one preferred construction according to the inven-
tion, the said interengaging formations comprise a lip
on the flange and a corresponding slot in the sliding clip
to embrace the lip.

One embodiment of the invention will now be de-
scribed by way of example with reference to the ac-
companying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is an end view of a coping according to the
present invention in position on a wall,

FIG. 2 is a perspective view from above of the fixing
clip of the coping shown in FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a sectional end elevation on the plane 3—3
of FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the fixing clip,

FIG. 5 is an underneath perspective view of the cop-
ing element, and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a sliding clip.

Referring to the drawings there is shown a coping
made up from fixing clips 16, coping elements 11 and
sliding clips 12. The fixing clips are fastened by screws
13 to the top of a wall, which is shown in the drawings
as an 11 inch cavity wall, and the coping elements are
subsequently secured to the fixing clips by the sliding
clips, each coping element being secured to fixing clips
at each of its ends, and each fixing clip (except the end-
most clip) serving to retain the ends of two coping ele-
ments.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, each fixing clip 10 is
made in three parts which are secured together. The
three parts comprise a central body part 15 which is of
wide and shallow top-hat section and which is slightly
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curved along its length, and two end parts 16, 17 which
provide vertical end portions 18, 19 and inwardly and
upwardly inclined flanges 20 terminating in lips 21.
Each of the end parts has the same width as the channel
on the underside of the central part 15 and has an at-
tachment tongue which projects into this channel and
which is secured to the part 15 by rivets 22. A rubber
sealing strip 23 having parallel sealing ribs 24 extends
from the bottom end of the vertical portion 18 of end
part 16, along the upper surface of the central part 15
to the bottom end of the vertical portion 19 of the other
end part 17, and is secured in place by an adhesive.
Countersunk holes 25 for the screws 13 are provided
in the side flanges 26 of the central part.

The vertical portion 18 is shorter than the vertical
portion 19.

The coping element 11 is made from sheet metal has
a flat central portion 28 and vertical end portions 29,
30 terminating in flanges 31, 32 and is proportioned so
that when the element is correctly secured to the fixing
clip, the central portion 28 being pressed on to the seal-
ing strip of the fixing clip, the end portions 29, 30 lie
against the sealing strip on the outer faces of parts 16,
17, the flange 32 of the coping element is disposed
against the downwardly facing side of flange 20 on the
end portion 17 of the fixing clip, and the flange 32 of
the coping element is aligned with the other flange 20
of the fixing clip.

Part of the length of flange 32 of the coping element
equal to slightly more than half the width of the end
part 18 of the fixing clip is cut away at each end of the
coping element as indicated in FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 shows a sliding clip 12 which is made from ex-
truded aluminium and is designed to extend about the
flange 20 and lip 21. The clip has one corner slightly
bent upwards to enable the clip to be hammered along
if necessary.

To attach the coping to a wall, fixing clips are first se-
cured to the top of the wall by screws 13 and are dis-
posed at pitch spacings equal to the length of the cop-
ing element. Each fixing clip except the endmost clips
holds the abutting ends of two coping elements. Each
coping element is attached to fixing clips at its ends by
first hooking the flange 31 of the element under the
flanges 20 of the end parts 17 of the clip and then rotat-
ing the element downwards about its flange 31 to place
its central portion 28 on the central portions of the fix-
ing clips and to bring the flange 32 into alignment with
the flange 20 of the other end parts 18 of the clip, these
flanges 20 being disposed where the flange 32 of the el-
ement is cut away. A sliding clip 12 is then engaged on
the flange 32 and is pushed along the flange to bring it
into engagement with the flange 20 and lip 21 of clip
end part 16 and with the flange 32 of the next adjacent
element, so that each sliding clip co-operates with one
fixing clip to retain the abutting ends of two elements
in place. The engagement between the sliding clip and
the lip 21 prevents the sliding clip from disengaging
from the flanges by moving transversely of itself
towards the wall.

The position of the endmost fixing clips is adjusted so
that the whole of each of these clips is disposed under
the associated coping element. The length of one cut-
away part of flange 32 is of course appropriately in-
creased.

To permit expansion and contraction of the fixing
clips with variations of temperature, the screws 13 in
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one of the two sections of the wall may be used to se-
cure joggled clips which extend over the side flange 26
of the central part of the clip so as to clamp the clip to
the wall section but to permit the clip to slide relative
to the wall section as the clip expands and contracts.

The clips and coping elements may conveniently be
made from aluminium alloy.

The top of the wall will normally be inclined and the
end part 17 with the longer end portion will be disposed
at the higher edge of the wall.

" The pressure which is applied to the central portion
28 of the coping element when the flange 32 is held
down by the sliding clip causes the central portion of
the element, which is initially flat, to have substantially
the same hogging curvature or camber as the central
part of the fixing clip and results in substantial sealing
pressure and an effective seal between the element and
the sealing strip because the sealing pressure is distrib-
uted along the length of the central part. The sealing
pressure could be increased further by imparting an ini-
tial negative or sagging camber to the central portion
of the coping element, but this has not been found nec-
essary. The fixing clips are of stiff construction so that
overtightening of the screws 13 cannot pull the central
part down sufficiently to remove the curvature.

The coping elements may be formed in substantial
lengths, e.g. 3 metre lengths and in this case an extra
fixing clip 10 may be provided under each coping ele-
ment at its mid-length, the flanges 3% and 32 being cut
away for this purpose at the appropriate part of the ele-
ment.

I claim:

1. A coping comprising a fixing clip adapted to strad-
dle the top of a wall, which clip includes a central por-
tion which is cambered viewed in a direction along the
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coping and end portions which depend from the ends
of the central portion, a coping element for straddling
the top of the wall which coping element is made from
stiff but resilient sheet material and has a central por-
tion and end portions depending from the ends of the
central portion, the central and end portions of the
coping element respectively overlapping the central
and end portions of the fixing clip over at least part of
the width of the clip, the central portion of the coping
element having no camber or a lesser camber than the
central portion of the clip, one of the end portions of
the coping element being hingedly interengageable
with one of the end portions of the fixing clip, and the
other end portions of the coping element and the fixing
clip having flanges which project towards the wall and
which are disposed in alignment with each other in a
direction lengthwise of the coping, the flange on the
coping element for this purpose terminating short of
the end of the element which overlaps the fixing clip,
and a sliding clip which is slidable lengthwise of the
coping on to the flange of the fixing clip and the adjo-
inging portion of the flange of the coping element to
embrace the flanges, the sliding clip and at least one of
the two flanges having interengaging formations
adapted to prevent the sliding clip from disengaging
from the flanges by movement transversely of itself.

2. A coping as claimed in claim 1, wherein the flanges
on said other end portions of the coping element and
the fixing clip are inclined inwardly and upwardly.

3. A coping as claimed in claim 1, wherein the said
interengaging formations comprise a lip on the flange
and a corresponding slot in the sliding clip to embrace
the lip.
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