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??' 1My inWention relates to improwerments in guard 
rails or the like and more particularly to side or 
Bulakrd rails for athletic fields Such as polo fields, 
although not necessarily restricted to this use. 
Tn gameS Such as polo the sides of the playing 

field are prowided with rails or side-boards which 
Stop the ball.or other playing object from lea.wing 
the playing field. On the usual polo field these 
railS cOnSist of large woodern planks arranged on 
edge and Secured to stakes driven. into, the ground. 
While these boards or planks Serve the purpose 
of keeping the ball in play on the field, they are 
a, SOurce. of great danger to the players and their 
ImOuntS. The pOmies often Stumble. Ower · the 
plankS injuring themselves: and Sometimes throW 
their riderS On .' or against the planks, often re 
Sulting in Serious injuries to the players. 
An important object of the present inwention is 

the prowision of a side rail for polo fields or the 
like which will effectively keep the ball in play 
on the field and which will not injure the players 
or pormies. 
Another object of my inwention is to prowide 

a rail of this character the rigid portions of which 
are arranged beneath the Surface of the ground, 
and cowered by the resilient portion. of the rail. 
A further object of this invention is the pro 

wision of a dewice of this.character which may be 
made ' in Sections of any desirable length, and . 
Which may be remowed from the field or replaced 
with ease. 

Still another object of this invention is to pro 
wide a dewice of this character Which is. of Simple 
construction, inexpensive to. manufacture, dur 
able and efficient in Serwice. 

• Other objects and advantages of this invention 
Will be apparent during the course of the folloW 
ing description. 

In the accompanying drawing which forms a 
part of this Specification and Wherein like charac 
ters of reference denote like parts throughout, 

Figure 1 is a wieW of a portion of a... polo field 
hawing my improwed Side rail applied thereto, 
Figure2 is a, vertical Sectional view of my de 

wice in place in the ground, and, 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional wiew of the vari-" 

ous parts of my dewice in disassembled position. 
In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of il 

lustration is shown a preferred, embodiment of 
my invention, the numeral, I0, designates a polo 
field or the like on. Which the ball or' other object ); 
of play I ! is adapted to be played. In place. of 
the usual side board and stake construction. T 
employ a base runner or. elongated block I2 which 
may be of concrete or other Suitable material and ..... 

(Cl, 23-1) 
Substantially Square or rectangular in cross sec 
tion. The base block l2 is embedded in the 
8round and is . Spaced below the Surface of the 
BrOund as indicated in Figure. 2. Each side of 
the block is provided with a horizontal relatively 
deep groowe l3 spaced from the top of the block 
and arranged in the Sarme horizontal plane. The 
Sides of the block abowe the groowes i3 are pref 
erably reliewed and the upper Surface of the block 
is preferably prowided with a longitudinally ex 
tending centrally arranged groowe [4 which may 
be V-Shape in , crOSS-Section, as seen in Figure 2. 
The groowe f4 extends the entire length of the 
block. [12.. 
A pair of fianged metal angle irons or beans f 

are Substantially E-shape in cross-section and 
each are prOWided With upper horizontal flanges 
{6 , and lower horizontal flanges . IT. · The lower' 
fianges . if are adapted to extend into the grooves 
l3.in the block [2] while the upper fianges. I6 are 
Spaced a, Substantial distance abowe the top of 
the · block. The wertical sides of beams 5 rest 
against the side walls of the block !2 and due to 
the reliewed portions of the wails of the block, 
the bearms lb · form continuations of the block 
Walls, as Seen in Figure 2. 

Central flanges f8 are arranged intermediate 
the fiangeS l6 and fil in parallel relation there 
to, and are adapted to rest upora : the top of block 
2. Flarrages i8 are longer than fianges !6 and 
li.and have their ends turned down at . 19 to en 
gage. the . Walls of groowe. I4 in the block !2.. 
Im use the block I2 and beams {}, form an in 

tegral unit Which is embedded in the ground and 
Which may be · diwided into Sections of . Suitable 
length, if desired. The beams may be molded 
on the block. I2 or the block may be made sep 
arately and the beams slid into place from the 
end of the block. The block with the beans in 
place at the top thereof is then embedded in the 
ground with, the top of upper fiange l6 arranged 
flush with the surface of the ground, or spaced. 
beloW the Surface of the ground, as · desired. 
The guard. rail member comprises a, rubber cas 

ing 20 which is of inverted Substantially U-shape 
in croSS-Section and Which is prOwided with 
thickened portionS Or beads 2l at its lower. ends. 
Bach of the beads : 2.l is prowided with horizontal 
groowes 22 adapted to receive the flanges {6} of 

* beams IB and the thickneSS of the portion of 
beads2.l beloW grooWes. 22, corresponds to the 
Space betWeen the fla.tages if , and f|{3, of the beams. 
There is mormally an opening of . Substantial 

width between the adjacent edges of beads 2, 
and, casing 20 is preferably. Wider at its top, than 
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2 
at its lower end. To assemble the casing on the 
beams, the beads 2f are pressed together against 
the tenSion of the Side Walls of the casing and 
inserted between the beam fianges l6. They are 
then permitted to expand With the grooWeS 22 
receiving the flanges l6 and the portion of the 
beads below groowes 22 take up the Space between 
the beam flanges l6 and l8. The normal Spring 
of the rubber casing Walls is sufficient to main 
tain the beads 2i in position in the beams l56, and 
the casing may be remoWed by collapsing the caS 
ing after the fashion of the Well known clincher 
automobile tire and rim. 
In the assembled position shoWra in Figure 2 

the sides of casing 20 extend laterally beyond the 
sides of beams l5 and completely Owerlie and 
cower the tops of the beams. The Side Walls of 
the casing are outWardly inclined to preWent a 
polo ball or other object of play from bouncing 
ower the rail. Tf a pony stumbles or falls upon 
the resilient rail casing he will not be injured 
thereby nor will the player's be injured by falling 
on or against the rail. All of the rigid Or non 
resilient parts are arranged below the level of 
the ground and covered by the reSilient rail caS 
ing. 

'The rail casing may be made in convenient 
lengths or sections, and may be removed and 
stored away after the game, or after the playing 
season. The block I2 and beams [5 remain em 
bedded in the ground to again receiWe the caSing 
when play is to be resumed. The beamS l5 may 
be made in sections of Suitable length if desired, 
and may also be combined in a Single integral 
Structure connected by the fianges l8, depending 
upon convenience in manufacture. 
While the guard rail of this inWention is par“ 

ticularly well adapted for polo fieldS, it may ob 
viously be used wherever a guard rail Or Similar 
structure is desired. The ends of the caSing Sec 
tions may be left; open as in Figure 3 or they 
may be closed by a thin wall integral with the 
casing sections or independent; thereof. The caS 
ing can be made white by the Oxide proceSS or by 
painting, and as it is not subjected to any great 
wear or Strain in use it; can be made from inex? 
pensive rubber or reclaimed rubber, and will have 
a, long life. 

It will be seen that I have prowided a guard rail 
for polo fields or for other uses which is inex 
pensive, efficient in use and completely Safe when 
used in games such as polo Where injurieS t0 
players and their waluable ponies are frequent 
with the use of the usual guard rails. 
While I have shOWn and described the preferred 

embodiment of my inwention, it is to be under 
stood that warious changes in the Size, Shape and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to without 
dcparting from the spirit of my inwention or the 
scope of the Subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my inwention, what I 
claim and desire to protect by I getterS Patent is: 

1. A guard rail for polo fields comprising a baSe 
runner arranged below the lewel of the ground, 
and a resilient rail Section Secured to Said base 
runner and extending aboWe the Surface of the 
ground. 

2. A guard rail for polo fields comprising a 
base runner arranged below the lewel of the 
ground, and a resilient, rail Section. Secured to said 
base runner and extending abowe the Surface of 
the ground, Said resilient rail completely coWer 
ing the base runner. 

3. A guard rail for polo fields comprising a 
baSe runner arranged beloW' the leWel of the 
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ground, and a resilient rail Section remowably Se 
cured to Said ba:Se runner and exterading abOWe 
the Surface of the ground. 

4. A guard rail for polo fields comprising a, baSe 
runner arranged beloW' the leWel of the ground, 
and a resilient rail Section remowably Secured to 
Said base runner and extending abowe the Sur 
face of the ground, Said base runner being' com 
pletely cowered by Said resilient; rail. 

5. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
base block embedded in the ground, a, resilient; 
1rail member arranged aboWe the ground, and in 
terlocking means remowably Securing the rail 
member to the base block. 

6. In a deWice of the character described, a, base 
block embedded in the ground, said base block 
haWing a flange Spaced abOWe its upper end, and a, 
resilient; rail member arranged aboWe the ground 
and hawing a portion adapted to be engaged by the 
fiange to Secure the rail member to the base block. 

'f. In a dewice of the character described, a, base 
member adapted to be embedded in the ground 
and cOnSisting of a, block and an angle beam car 
ried by the block, and a resilient rail member Se 
cured to the block by the angle bean. 

8. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
baSe member adapted to be embedded in the 
ground and consisting of a, block and an angle 
bearn carried by the block, and a resilient; rail 
member Secured to the block by the angle beam, 
Said resilient rail member hawing a substantially 
inverted U-shaped croSS Section. 

9. In a dewice of the character described, a base 
member embedded in the ground and having 
fiangeS at itS upper end, and a resilient; rail mem 
ber of Substantially inverted U-Shaped croSS Sec 
tion adapted to be engaged by said fdanges to se 
cure the rail member to the base member, said rail 
being arranged above the ground. 

10. In a dewice of the character described, a 
base member hawing fianges at its upper end, and 
a, resilient rail member hawing groowes adapted 
to receiWe Said fianges to Secure the rail member t0 
the base member. 

11. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
baSe member hawing flanges at its upper end, and 
a resilierat rail member hawing groowes adapted 
t0 remoWably receiWe Said fianges to Secure the rail' 
member to the base member, Said rail member 
haWing a, Substantially inverted U-shaped croSS 
Section. 

12. In a dewice of the character described, a 
base member embedded in the ground and haw 
ing metallic inWardly extending flanges Spaced 
above itS upper end, and a resilient rail member 
arranged aboWe the ground and hawing Spaced 
loWer ends prOWided With beaded portions adapted 
to extend beneath the fianges on the base nem 
ber to remowably Secure the resilient, rail member 
to the base member. 

18. In a dewice of the character described, a 
baSe member hawing metallic inwardly extend 
ing flanges Spaced above its upper end, and a, 
reSilient, rail member hawing Spaced lower ends 
prOwided with beaded portions adapted to ex 
tend beneath the flanges on the base member to 
remowably Secure the resilient; rail member to the 
baSe member, Said rail member hawing portions 
OWerlying the upper sides of the fianges. 

14. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
base member' adapted to be embedded below the 
leWel of the ground and comprising a, block formed 
of plastic material hawing metallic angle beams 
Secured to the upper portion thereof, said angle 
beans being proWided With Spaced oppositely dis 
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posed fianges spaced , above the block, and a 
1resilient rail member adapted to extend above the 
ground leWel and hawing spaced lower ends pro 
Wided with lateral extensions adapted to be re 
moWably received below the flanges on the angle 
beams. 

15. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
ba.Se member adapted to be embedded below the 
lewel of the ground and comprising a block formed 
of plastic material haWing metallic angle beams 
Secured to the upper portion thereof, Said angle 
beans being provided with Spaced oppositely" dis 
posed fianges Spaced ab0We the block, and a, 
resilient rail member adapted to extend above the 

ground leWel and hawing Spaced lower ends pro 
wided . With lateral extensions adapted to be re 
moWably receiwed below the fianges on the angle 
bearms, said rail member' hawing portions ower 
|lying the upper portiorms of the angle beama fla,rnges. 

16. In a dewice of the character described, a, 
base member haWing longitudinally extending op 
positely disposed fiangeS at its upper end, and a, 
1resilient; rail member haWing beaded portions ad 
jacent its lower end adapted to engage the lower 
sides of said flanges, said 1resilient rail member' 
ha,wing portions owerlying the flanges on the base 
member. 
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