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The invention described herein, if patented,
may be manufactured and used by or for the
Governiment for governmental purposes, without
the payment to me of any royalty thereon.

This invention relates to a cover for the muzzle
of g firearm and more especially to a light and
inexpensive device of the character mentioned
adapted for application to the muzzie of a firearm
for closing the same to exclude dirt and moisture
from the bore thereof.

Great difficulty has been encountered in pro-
viding a means for protecting firearms against
damage caused by the entrance of dirt and mois-
ture into the bore through the open muzzle
‘thereof.

In an effort to keep firearms at all times in
clean and efiicient condition for effective firing,
objects such as wads of cotton, pieces of cloth
or plugs or wood are often inserted in the muzzle
thereof to exclude dirt and moisture. Such de-
vices while effective for the purpose, frequently
render the weapon dangerous to fire by reason
of the blockage of the bore, and their removal
is a time consuming factor whole elimination is
of great importance under combat conditions.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
muzzle cover for firearms, effective to exclude
dirt and moisture from the bore thereof and
which in emergency can be fired through with-
out involving unusual risk.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a muzzle cover of simple design and
rugged construction, capable of being quickly at-
tached and removed from the weapon, and which
will be securely held thereon without in any way
interfering with the sighting or firing of the
weapon should it be necessary to bring the same
into use without removal of the cover.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a muzzle cover which is capable of being
produced in large quantities at little expense and
which can withstand the rough usage to which
such an object is likely to be subjected.

The above and other objects of invention are
accomplished by the provision of a muzzle cover
of plastic or similar material of cylindrical shape,
closed at one end, open at the other, provided
with means for the projection therethrough of
the front sight blade of the weapon, and having
a slightly constricted portion at the open end to
provide a secure gripping of the muszzle by the
cover when in position thereon.

The invention will be understood from the fol-
lowing description constituting a specification of
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the prefered embodiment of the same together
with the aceompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the muzzle
cover.

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of Fig-
ure i, and

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view taken along
the line 3-—3§ of Figure 2. :

As illustrated in the drawings, the muzzle cover
comprises a cylindrical body § having a closed
end 2 and an open longitudinal slot 8 at the op-
posite open end 4. At the closed end 2.the cylin-
drical body is of a diameter to fit easily on the
end § of the muzzle of a weapon § such as a
rifle, having a sight blade 7 located near the end
of the muzzle. At its mid-portion the body 1 is
slightly enlarged as at 8 to permit the same to
fit over the ferrule portion {8 of the front sight
of the weapon, which is of somewhat larger
diameter than the muzzle thereof, and beyond
the portion 8 toward the open end of the body |
the same is slightly constricted to provide in-
turned flange |1 adapted to engage the weapon
6 behind the rear edge 12 of ferrule 6 to se-
curely hold the cover in place over the muzzle
of the weapon. The solt 3 is of a width to freely
admit the sight blade 7 when the cover is in po-
sition, and is sufficiently long to permit the closed
end 2 to engage the end of the muzzle before the
sight blade engages the closed end of the slot 3.

The cover is preferably formed of thin plastic
material of a sufficiently flexible nature to en-
able its restricted open end to be expanded in a
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
of slot 3, to permit the cover to pass over the
portion 10 of the front sight and to snap into
place behind the rear edge 12 thereof.

In placing the cover in position on the weapon
the open end 4 is pressed over the end of the
muzzle. The resiliency of the material permit-
ting the same to expand and pass over the por-
tion 10 of the front sight with the blade 7 thereof
entering the slot 3. When the closed end 2 of
the cover comes into contact with the muzzle, the
contracted portion i of the open end 4 will be
claspingly engaged behind the portion 2 thus
securely holding the cover in place.

The cover may be easily and quickly slipped off
the muzzle preparatory to firing the weapon by
merely pulling the cover straight off the end of
the muzzle, the contracted portion i1 being there-
by expanded to pass over the portion 18, or in an
emergency the weapon may be sighted with the
muzzle cover still in position thereon, the mate-
rial of the same being of such thin character as
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to offer but slight resistance and no danger in
the firing of the weapon.

It will thus be apparent that the invention pro-
vides a muzzle cover which will be effective under
all conditions to exclude dirt and moisture from
the bore-of the weapon,and which offersmno sub-
stantial:ohstruction to‘the firing of the:same, thus
affording a means for keeping the weapon at all
times in the most efficient condition for use.

Having thus clearly shown and described the
invention, what is claimed and desired to ‘sectire
by Letters Patent is: .

1. A muzzle cover for firearm, said firearm hav-
ing a barrel and a front sight .structure, said

front sight structure comprising a ferrule onsaid

barrel and spaced from the muzzle end of -said
barrel, and having a sight blade supported hy
said ferrule, said muzzle tover coniprising: an
elongated cylindrical body of ‘fléxible, resilient
and shape-sustaining material and having a cy-
lindrical closed end portion, an adjacent .cylindri-
cal portion .of larger diameter than said end por-
tion, and an inturned circular flange at the open
end of said last-named cylindrical portion, :said
flunge and said cylindrical portion being .pro-
vided with an open slot; said muzzle cover fitting
‘over the muzzle end portion of said barrel ‘and
over said ferrule and exposing said sight blade,
when :said muzzle cover .is in place on said fire-
arm, and the-open end of said muzzle cover being
distensible in & direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal-axis of said slot to facilitate manual
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placement of said mugzzle cover on said firearm
and removal of said muzzle cover from said fire-
arm.

2. A muzzle cover according to claim 1, where-
in said flexible resilient shape-sustaining material

:is plastic.

GEORGE -A. KREMEKAU.
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