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. . .~ +.. . PURIFICATION OF CRUDE TEREPHTHALIC ACID
ELERHE (BALLH ) D CATALYSTS COMPRISING CARBON FIBERS
- WHICH ARE SUITABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE

In a process for purifying crude terephthalic acid by catalytic hydrogenative after-
treatment over a catalyst material comprising at least one hydrogenation metal
applicd to a carbon support, carbon fibers are used as carbon support. Also
provided are a catalyst which comprises at least one catalyst material comprising at
Icast one hydrogenation metal applied to carbon fibers having a BET surface area
of < 500 m*/g, and a monolithic catalyst which comprises this catalyst material or
matcrials comprising the hydrogenation metal or metals applied to carbon fibers
and at least one support or skeletal element which is different {rom the catalyst
material and is connected to it and mechanically supports the catalyst material and
holds it in the monolithic form. Such sheet-like catalyst material in the form of
woven or knitted fabrics/meshes and/or felts can be installed in a reactor for the
sclective  hydrogenation of carbon-carbon double or triple bonds and/or
hydrogenatable functional groups in organic compounds in which these are

present.
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