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EXAEAHE (#2224 "RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM"

A radio communication systzm has a random access packet chanrel for
the transmission of data packets (214) from a secondary staticn to a primary
station. Such a channel is intended for use by secondary stations havirg
packets of data (214) to transmit to a primary station while not actually
engaged in a call.

A problem with kncwn systems of this type is that a secondary station
requesting access also specifiess which of a plurality of channzls it wishes to
accass. If that channel is busy access is denlad, even if cther suitable
channa's ara available. In the present systam the primary station transmits a
packat channal availabllity (AV) message (302) once per frame to inform
secondary stations about the resources currently availab'e. Hence a
seccndary station can salect a channzl known to ta free. If no channgls are

avajlable the secandary station can avcid a wasted access attempt.
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