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To all whom it may concern. '
. Be it known that I, Wirriaar B. Sewer,
o citizen of the United States, residing at
- Agricultural -College, in the county of Ok-
5 tibbéha and State of Mississippi, hive in-
vented. a .new. and usefyl Account-Filing
~ Systen, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. .
My present invention reluates to accowit
filing systems where suitable slips of paper
are used to keep a. record of debits or credits,
from day to day, a suitable container Leing
provided for the slips. of each customner.
. 'The principal object of my invention is to
provide a system of the character described
_ where the container aud slip. cobperate to
_ display the essential matter for quickly gain-
ing information, such as the total debit or
amount any particular customer owes; his
address, dmount of last debit, ete., the con-
; tainer- being of that charactes thut it may
be filed, either in a vertical filing cab net, or
to’be. received by suitable racks, to lie in a
horizontal position. = - .

. AOther 6bjects of the invention are to pro-
. vide a container for account slips which is
‘simple in construction, and inexpensive to
‘magufacture; and such a container as is du-
. rable although made of inexpensive flexible
matérial, such as cardboard or linenboard.
"1t has already been proposed by others to
. provide éontainers for slips, such containers
Eemg made of metal or eardbeard and
adapted to display portions of thestip, how-
hey ‘have been found either. cumber-
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. when miade-of “fléxible material because: of

" the :disposition  of “sight. .openings which
either causes-the 8lip to become disirranged
mutilated,” or* portions of the front of
the container -to ‘become bent and broken.
Another object of .my invention is to pro-
vide, a : collapsible container for slips in
. h the slip; where accounts have becn
*entered, is covered by transparent inaterial

uger'to gain the information he desires with-
out, remoying the-slip, u uitable portion of

-diirable material so that by the natural hold-
g of thecontainer; the userr may, by pres-
-of his-thumb upon the front, but to éne
‘of “the trwhsparent matérial, ,\collhpSe

if made of metal, ov- lick durability .

at the front of the cohtainer, to enable the

front ;of  the containci: being of more

the container to bring the front slip into in-
tinate contict *wit! the transparent mate-
rial to. morve cleark display the 'items en-
tered thereon, - ! : o
Other objects of the invention will ap-
pear in the followiag detailed description,
tuken in connection with the accompanying
drawing, forming & part .of this. specifiea-’
tion, and in which drawing; o
Figure 1 is a front elevation “of a con--
tainer -constructed :.ccording to my inven-
tion, a plurality of slips . being retained 65
thereby, and showing the user's hand in po-
sition, bringing pressure upon the front of
the cohtainer. R
Fig. 2 is a cross scctional view on the line
2—2 of Fig. 1. ‘ B
Fig, 3 is a vertics] sectional ¥iew on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 1. o :
Fig. 4 is a view similar to’ Rig. 8 but
showing .the operator’s hand in the act of
collapsing or bring ng. pressure .upon th %
front wall of the cor tainer. - A
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view in elevat;
of the upper portion of the container, the’
slips having been rermoved, : ' S
IMig. 6 15 a fragmentary front
one of the slips.
In the drawing where simtilar characters
refer to similuy parts throughout the sev-
eral views, A desigrates the cohtainer and.
B the account slip or slips to be .contained
therein. B ‘ - :
Reforring first to the container, it com-
prises a back wall 7 fromt wall 8, and' col-
Tapsible side walls ' and bottom ‘20. The -
side, walls anid bottorn aré made collugsible, 98-
or adjustable, so thai. the container willvoc:
cupy -a minimum_spice in the cibinet;iac:,
cording- to the nuini): a of slips. B contained: - ¢
therein, it being undlerstood that the; slips. - -
for any one customer are accumulated,’ from.
day to day, in the container, eich suedeed-
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“ing slip being - placid in' front of “those -

already within the container. The adjust- .
able features may be accomplished by plait- -~
ing 'the side ‘walls .and- bottbm, -as clearly 100
shown in the drawing, any practical number = .
of plaits being: provided. to accomplish-the:
end in view. The élements 9 and 10 may be - =
formed of stiff cloth, _hexlvy."p&per or ether: -
suitable material, and in.the example shown_ 10
have flanges 11 secured, as by an.adhesive - .




to the adjacent walls 7 and 8. Tt is pre-
ferred that the side walls and bottom have
an inherent tendency to collapse although,
as will hereinafter be described, the several
parts of the container are so arraxﬁfed ‘and
constructed that the user may quickly. bring

- pressure upon the walls 7 and 8 causing the
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container to collapse should the side walls
and bottom become weak through constant
use. . : . N

The rear wall 7 is considerably higher
than front wall 8, and is preferably pro-

"vided with an index tab 13, to contain the

name of the customer, and below which, but
above the upper margin of the front edge is
a plane 14 which may contain a permanerit
record of the address, references etc. of the
customer. :

Referring now to the account slip B,
which is slightly narrower than the width of
container A, so that it may be easily dis-
posed -therein, it has a plurality of item
spaces 15, defined by delineations 16, these
spaces to contain such figures or data as are
desirable for reference, .when rendering a
statement or computing the debit or credit
of a customer. In the example shown, the
foremost slip within the container shows
that the debit, prior to the time entry was
made on the slip, amounted to ten dollars,
and that the sales entered on the foremost
slip amounted to twelve dollars and twenty-
five cents, making a total debit of twenty

. two dollars and twenty-five cents. In ‘this
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.tion of the front wall bein.

-wardly of but- adjacent 1ts
gin; with its major axis upright, and a trans- -

. exteriorly of the container,

way, at any time, the user can determine the
status of any customer’s account. o

/ith the principal object of this inven-
tion:in view, the front wall 8 is made trans-

-parent, as at' 17, at that portion compre-

hending the slip at the item spaces 15, de-
fined by the delineations 16, the major por-
opaque. As
disclosed in the drawing,
complished by

forming the front wall of an

ophique major portion 18 provided with an-
19, disposed in- "
right hand marf‘

elongated sight openin

‘parent closuré 20 for said opening. The

-transparent closure may be of any suitable

material, such as celluloid or mica, or of an
efficient but inexpensive material, such as
wax paper, it having the dual function’ of
permitting the data on the slip to be visible
and also to guide
margin may be
of the container,

the slip, so that its lower
placed adjacent the bottom

© without. meeting obstructions, -such as the
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_ Tents 9 and 10 may

lower ‘wall of the opening 19, the trans-
parent glosure being disposed on the inside
of the ébntainer ang secured in place as by
an adhesive. . . ' ¥
“As before stated, by constant use, the ele-
‘lose the inherent tend-
ency to collapse, it being understood, . that

_ ticular customer

. sential data,

-this may be ac--

in position, when released,

1,210,175

the slips are accumulated until settlement,
whereupon they are removed and the accu-
mulation again started. Also, in the con-
struction of the container, in order to make
it as inexpensive as possible, material such
as wax paper may also be used for the clo-
sure of the sight opening and, while not pos-
sessing the same degree of transparency as
celluloid, is not so liable to crack or become
scratched in constant use. The sight open-
ing 19 is therefore
adjacent the right hand margin of the con-
tainer, so that the major, or opaque portion
of the front wall lies to the left of said sight
opening, and upon which the thumb of fhe
user may be placed, as clearly shown in
Figs. 1 and 4 facilitating the collapsing, or
bringing of the account slip in intimate con-
tact with the transparent closure 20, making
the data, which have been placed within the
item spaces 15, more visible, or clearly vis-
ible if made obscure by their disposition re-
mote from the closure 20 when such is made
of a material semi-transparent.

When bringing the system into use, the
containers are
cabinet or holder, the container for any par-
i being located by. reference
to the index tab
accumulated so that the one bearing the
latest data is disposed: directly behind the
front' wall 8, and is preferably of such
length with respect to said wall that a por-

tion of the slip displays the name of the cus--

tomer, and his address, as clearly shown in
Fig. 1, the more vital data, such as the
account record being protected by the
front wall of the container, yet the es-
such as is required in the com-
pleting of a new slip, being clearly visible
through the transparent portion 17 of said
front” wall. The operator has merely . to
select-the desired container and raise it fror
the remaining containers, and in the natu-
ral holding of the rontainer may bring pres-
sure upon the front and rear walls, as here-
inbefore described. “ The container falls back
due to the force
of gravity.
ator’s left hand, his right
enter items on

disposed inwardly of but

1sposed within a suitable |

13. The account slips are

While being held in the oper- -
hand is free to yyx
- any new account slip which
is to be placed within the container. :
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Changes in details may be made without

geparting from thé spirit of my invention;
ut, : . i DR
I claim: : A
1. In an account filing. system;;
biniation of an account slip having a ‘plu-
rality of spaces to contain ,ammfgg?.r‘e ore-
senting itemized debits or credits defined by
delineations thereon,

tion comprehending

_ _ the slip at all, of
item spaces, g

and opaque at othergior
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: and a container there- . -

for slightly wider than said slip; including -

a closed front wall transparent at that-por-. .
did: o .
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substantislly as. and for the purpose set

forth. : .

. 2. A container for account slips compris-

in%in combination, a front wall, a rear wall,
5 and adjustable side walls and bottom, said

- front'wall comprising an opaque major por-’

tion, provided with an elongated sight open-

i

ing disposed inwarily of but adjacent-its
right hand margin ¢ nd bounded on all gides .
by material of ¥aid ‘ront.wall, said opening 10
disposed with its ms.jor axis upright, and a
transparent closure for said opening, sub-

_stantially as and.fo: the Purpose set forth.

WILLIAM B. SEWELL.




