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This invention relatesto a sealing means and more par 
ticularly to a novel sealing means for a box containing 
dusting powder, bath powder, tissues or the like, allowing 
selective access to first a minor portion of the cavity there 
within and then to successively larger portions of the cav 
ity as the quantity of powder or other articles remaining 
in the box decreases. 
As conduciveto abetter understanding of the instantin 

vention, it is to be understood that it is now conventional 
toseal a powder box with a solid piece of cellophane cr 
firm parchment paper directly over the powder, the sealing 
material of necessity being torn or otherwise broken for 
access to the powder. Such construction is difficult to uti 
lize in that the breaking of the seal causes powder to be 
thrown from the box all over the surrounding area and 
the user. Also, when the box is full of powder, the com 
plete removal of the seal provides an excessive amount 
of powder on a puff or the like utilized therewith. It 
would be advantageous if a sealing means were provided 
which could be removed without disturbing the powder 
within the box. Also, means to remove selective portions 
of the sealing means so that only a small opening is pro 
vided when the box is full, a larger opening being avail 
able as the quantity of powder within the box decreases, 
would be helpfui. 

Similar problems exist in opening tissue boxes now pro 
vided with perforated Sealing means normaiy difficult to 
open and causing tearing of the box and disturbance of the 
tissues therewithin. - - 

. A primary object of this invention is the provision of a 
powder or tissue box or the like having a sealing means 
which overcomes the disadvantages of the constructions 
currently, in use. 

Another object of this invention is the provision of a 
box of the type described with a sealing means which can 
readilly be removed without disturbing the contents of the 
boX. 
Yet another object of the instant invention isto provide 

such a box wherein selective portions of the sealing means 
may be removed to present openings of different sizes de 
pending upon the quantity of material within the box. 
A further object of the instant invention is the provi 

sion of a powder box having a sealing means which is Se 
cured in place by a contact adhesive ora pressure sensi 
tive adhesive so that the Sealing means canbe stripped 
from over the powder without spilling any of the powder. 

. Other and further objects reside in the combination of 
elements, arrangement of parts, and features of construc 
tion. 

Still other objects will in part be obvious and in part be 
pointed out as the description of the invention proceeds 
and as shown in the accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a powder box 

having a sealing means in accordance with the instantin 
ventive concept, a portion of the box being broken away 
to show the interior thereof; . 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the sealing means of 

the instant inventive concept, portions of each sealing 
member being folded back to show an annular band of 
contact adhesive thereon, parts being broken away for il 
lustrative clarity; 
FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the sealizig means; 

I FIGURE 4 is a top plan view to a reduced scale of one 
form of tissue box incorporating a sealing means in ac 
cordance with the instant invention; 
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FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of another embodiment 

of tissue box; and 
FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of still another embodi 

ment of tissue box utilizing diferent size sealing means. 
Simitar reference characters refer to similar parts 

throughout the several views of the drawing. 
Referring now to the drawing, and more particularly 

to FIGURES 1-3, a powder box in accordance with the 
instant inventive concept is designated generally by the 
reference numeral 10, and includes an outer shell 12 hav 
ing a bottom. 14, an upstanding peripheral side wall 6, 
and an open top 18, a cover 20 being provided with a 
downwardly extending peripheral flange 22 removably re 
ceived over the top 18. 
The sealing means of the instant invention is com 

prised of an annular fiange 24 having an inwardly pro 
jecting portion 26 and a downwardly projecting portion 
28, the latter being fixedly secured to the interior of the 
peripheral side wall 16 of the powder box 16.. The annu 
lar fiange 24 defines a large opening 30 which has remov 
ably secured thereto a plurality of progressively smaller 
sealing members each defining a progressively smaller 
opening and each being removably secured to the next 
larger one to cover the next larger opening, the largest of 
the sealing members being removably secured to the annu 
lar flange 24 to cover the large opening 36, and the small 
est of the sealing members being solid and being remov 
ably secured to the next larger sealing memberto cover 
the smallest opening defined thereby, in the embodiment 
shown in the drawing there are only two such sealing 
members, the larger one 32 being removably secured to 
the annular flange 24 by an annular strip of contact ad 
hesive or pressure sensitive adhesive 34 and defining there 
within an opening 36 smailer than the opening 30, and 
the smaller sealing member 38 being solid and being re 
movably secured to the larger sealing member 32 byan 
annular strip of contact adhesive or pressure sensitive ad 
hesive 46to cover the smaller opening 36. It will be read 
ily understood that a plurality of additional sealing mem 
bers, progressively decreasing in size with progressively 
smaller openings as defined hereinabove may be readily in 
corporated into the construction shown in the drawing 
without departing from the instant inventive concept. 

Each of the sealing members 32, 33 includes a tab 42, 
44 extending outwardly from one point on its periphery, 
the tabs being free from adhesive so that they may be 
readily grasped to remove the selected sealing member. 
The annular flange 24 is preferably carried by the side 

Wall 6 spaced downwardly from the top 18 asseen in 
FIGURE 1 to define a cavity 46therewithin for receiving 
a powder puff shown in dotted lines at 48, the annular 
fiange 24 and the sealing member 32, 38 supporting the 
powder puff 48 in use. - . 
The manner of utilizing the powder box of the instant 

invention will novy be apparent. The cover member 20 is 
removed on receiving a new box of powder as is the small 
est sealing member 38 to provide access to the powder re 
ceiving cavity 50 defined within the box 10. The sealing 
member 33 is removed by grasping the tab 44 and peeling 
the adhesive means off the next larger sealing member 32. 
Any adhesive remaining around the edge of the opening 
36 will be quickly. dusted by the powder within the box 
and vii not continue to be sticky. Access to the powder 
is initially gained through the opening 36 and as the quan 
tity of powder within the box è decreases, additional seal 
ing members are selectively removed to provide a larger 
opening. Eventualy, the largest sealing member 32 is re 
moved by grasping the tab 42 to strip the same from the 
annular fiange 24 thereby leaving the largest opening 30 
avaiiable for access to the powder. i 

Referring now to FIGURE 4, a tissue box is designated 
generaliy by the reference numeral 50 and includes an 
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elongated slot 52 for access to the interior thereof. Such 
construction is conventional when a singie tissue is to be 
rernoved from the box 50 at a time. A sealing member 
54 having a tab 56 is removably secured to the box 5o by 
an annular Strip of contact adhesive or pressure sensitive 
adhesive (not shown) to permit stripping of the sealing 
member 54 for access to the tissues. 
FIGURE 5 shows a similar box 58 having an oval 

opening 60 for access to the interior as is conventionai. 
When a plurality of tissues are to be removed from the 
box 58. A Sealing member 62 having a tab 64 and a 
similar annular band of adhesive (not shown) covers the 
opening 66. 
The embodiment of FIGURE 6 is directed to a tissue 

box 66 having an oval opening 68 with a pair of Sealing 
members '79, 72, having tabs74, 75, respectively. The 
larger sealing member 70 has an elongated slot 76 and 
an anular band of adhesive (nct shown) to secure the 
Saàhe in covering relationship to the opening 63, The 
Smaller Sealing member 72 is solid and includes an annu 
lar band of adhesive (not shown) whereby it is remov 
ably Secured to the larger sealing member 70 in covering 
relationship to the slot 76. With this embodiment, the 
Smaller Sealing member 72 may be selectively removed 
to provide access to the tissues for single removal through 
the slot 76. Alternately, the larger sealing member 79 
may be stripped from over the opening 68 for removal 
of a plurality of tisSues. 

It will nowbe seen that there is herein provided an 
improved powder box which satisfies all of the objectives 
of the instant invention, and others, including many 
advantages of great practical utility and commercial im 
portance. 

Since many embodiments may be made of the instant 
inventivè concept, and since many modifications may be 
made of the embodiments hereinbefore shown and de 
scribed, it is to be understood that ali matter herein is 
to be interpreted merely as illustrative, and not in a lim 
iting sense, 

I claim; 
1. In a boX having portions defining an opening, a 

sealing means, an annular band of contact adhesive re 
movaby securing said sealing member to the box in 
closing relationship to the opening, said sealing means 
including a plurality of progressively smailer sealing mem 
bers each defining a progressiveiy smaller opening and 
each being removably secured to the next arger one to 
cover the next larger opening, the largest of said sealing 
members being removaby secured to the box to cover the 
opening therein, and the smallest of said sealing members 
being solid and being removably secured to the next 
larger sealing member to cover the smallest opening 
therein. 

2. The structure of claim i wherein the box is a pow 
der box and the opening therein is defined by an annular 
fiange carried by the side wall of the box adjacent the 
top thereof, said largest sealing member being removaby 
secured to the annular flange. 

3. The structure of claim E. Wherein said box is a tissue 
box and the opening therein is oval, said largest sealing 
member defining an elongated slot, and said smallest seal 
ing member covering said slot. 

4. A powder box comprising an outer shell having a 
bottom, an upstanding peripheral side wall and an open 
top, an annular flange carried by said side Wall adiacent 
said top and defining a large opening therein, a plurality 
of progressively Smaller sealing members each defining 
a progressively smaller opening and each beingrenovably 
secured to the next arger one to cover the next larger 
opening, the largest of Said sealing members being re 
movably secured to said fiange to cover said large opening 
therein, and the Smallest of said sealing members being 
solid and being removably secured to the next larger 
sealing gember to coyer the Smallest opening defined 
hereby, 
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5. The structure of claim 4 wherein each of saidi seal 

ing riembers includes an annular band of contact adhe 
sive for removably Securing the same to each other and 
to the peripherai flange. 

6. The Structure of claim 5 wherein each sealing mem 
berinciudes a tab extending outwardly from one point on 
itSperiphery, Said tabs being free from adhesive. 

7. The Structure of claim 4 comprising only two seal 
ing members, the larger one being removably secured to 
Said flange to cover said large opening and defining a 
Smailer opening, and the smaller one being solid and 
being removaby Secured to the larger one to cover said 
Smaller opening. 

8. The Structure of claim 4 further including, in com 
bination, a cover member removably received over said 
open top. 

9. The Structure of claim 8 wherein said annular flange 
is carried by Said side wali spaced downwardly from said 
top to define a powder puff receiving and supporting 

Il C2 ilS. 

19. As an article of manufacture, a boxhaving a hori 
zontal top portion With means defining an opening therein, 
an imperforate bottom portion and an upstanding wali, 
sealing means including a plurality of different sized seal 
ing members, the largest being of greaterlength and width 
than Said top opening, a substantially equal width annu 
iar peripheral band of contact adhesive bonded to each 
member, rennovaby securing the periphery of said Iargest 
Seahing member to said opening in overlapping relation 
ship with and in closing relationship to said opening and 
reinovably Securing the margin of each remaining sealing 
means to the Surface of another member immediately 
adiacent thereto. 

1. The structure of claim 10 wherein said sealing 
membersare each provided with a top-accessible tab ex 
tending outwardly from one point of the periphery and 
beyond said adhesive band, and being free from adhesive 
on both its upper and lower face. 

2. The structure of claim Ai wherein said sealing 
means inciudes a plurality of progressiveiy smaller seal 
ing members each controling a progressivey smaller 
opening, and each sealing means being removably se 
cured in edge overlapping relationship to the next larger 
Sealing memberto cover the nextlarger opening, the larg 
est of Said sealing members being removably secured to 
the horizontal portion of the box top to cover the opening 
therein, and the Smallest of said sealing members being 
Solid and being removaby secured in overlapping relation 
ship to the next larger sealing member, to overlappingly 
cover the Smallest opening therein. 

3. The structure of claim A2 wherein the box is a 
powder box, and the largest opening therein is defined 
by the inner edge of an annular flange which latter in 
cludes a horizontal inwardly projecting portion, and a 
connecting vertical portion carried by the side wall of 
the box adiacent the top thereof but spaced downwardy 
from Said top sufficient to define a powder puff receiving 
and supporting means, said argest sealing member being 
rernovably secured to the horizontal portion of said annu 
far flange, and a cover member removabiy received over 
Said open top and outside of said upstanding wails. 

4. The structure of claim E2, wherein said box is a 
tissue box and the largest opening therein is oval, said 
largest Sealing member providing an elongated slot aligned 
parallel to the major axis of said oval, and said smallest 
sealing member overlappingly covering said slot. 

i5. As an article of manufacture, a powder box com 
prising an outer shell having a bottom, an upstanding 
peripheral side wali, and an open top, an annular fiange 
with a horizontal projecting portion and a vertical por 
tion, the latter portion being carried by said side wall 
adiacent said top, the inner edge of the horizontal portion 
defining a large opening, a plurality of progressively 
smaller sealing members each defining by its inner edge 
a progressively Smaller opening, and each being remov 
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ably secured to the next larger one in overlying peripheral 
relationship therewith by a peripheral band of pressure 
sensitive adhesive to cover the next larger opening, the 
largest of said sealing members being removably Secured 
to the horizontal portion of said flange to cover said 
large opening, and the smallest of said sealing members 
being solid and being removably secured in overlying 
peripheral relationship to the next larger sealing member 
to completely cover the smallest opening. 

16. The structure of claim 15 wherein each of said 
sealing members has a substantially uniform width annu 
lar band of contact adhesive on one face only, for remov 
ably securing the same to each other and to the peripheral 
flange, the area on each side of each said sealing member, 
with the exception of said band, being free of adhesive. 

17. The structure of claim 16 wherein each sealing 
member includes a tab extending outwardly from one 
point on its periphery beyond said annular band, said 
tabs being bendable out of the plane of an underlying 
sealing member and the peripheral flange. 

18. The structure of claim 16 further including the 
combination of a fianged cover member removably re 
ceived outside said peripheral side wall and over said open 
top, and wherein said side wall fiange is carried at a verti 
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cal zone spaced downwardly away from the top of said 
side wall sufficiently to receive and support a powder puff 
below the cover and above the fiange, and the cover flange 
is of such height that it vertically overlaps a part of said 
side wall fiange. 

References Cited by the Examiner 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

1,588,733 6/1926 Hoberg------------- 221-48 
1,640,368 8/1927 Obetz et al. ---------- 206-59 
1,652,755 12/1927 Brodrick ------------- 206-1 
1,885,757 11/1932 Orlopp -------------- 206–47 
2,579,490 12/1951 Gordon ------------- 229-51 
2,776,787 1/1957 Nicol--------------- 229-43 
2,925,188 2/1960 Grumbles ----------- 215-40 
3,012,692 12/1961 Petersen ------------ 221-63 
3,049,224 8/1962 Fredette et al. -------- 206–42 

FOREGN PATENTS 
11/1910 France. 
1/1943 Great Britain. 
2/1945 Great Britain. 

550,281 
567,738 

THERONE. CONDON, Primary Examiner. 


