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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY SCHMITZ, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wymore,
in the county of Gage and State of Nebraska,
have invented a new and useful Harness-Sad-
dle, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to harness saddles,
and especially to a novel form of hinged tree,
and has for its object to provide a tree com-
posed of hinged sections whereby the saddle
may be readily conformed to the contour of
the back of the animal to which it is applied,
the sections being provided with upper and
lower shoulders to limit their upward and
downward movement, by which means the
striking of the backbone and pinching of the
back are prevented; and with this object in
view, the invention consists of the constrac-
tion and arrangement of the parts as will be
more fully hereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a central lon-
gitudinal vertical section of a harness saddle
embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the partsof the harness sad-
dle diseonneected.

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the upper burr piece constructed
of leather, paper pulp, or other suitable ma-
terial, and to which the pad-leathers 2 are at-
tached, and having the burrs or nuts for con-
necting the several parts positioned thereon
at proper intervals, the burr to receive the
hook-shank being fastened to the bottom or
lower burr piece. A tree is embedded in the
said upper burr piece, out of the center of
which a piece is cut to embed the hook-plate
3, and consists of three parts: viz., the said
hook-plate 3, that is centrally located, and
side sections 4. The hook-plate 3 is formed
with an under concaved side 5 and a central
serew-opening 6 to receive the shank of the
check-hook 7. Theopposite endsofsaid hook-
plate 3 are formed with oppositely-extending
lugs or ears 8, having openings extending
therethrough, and the partsof the ends of the
said plates 3, on opposite sides of the lugs or
ears 8, are formed with concaved recesses 9,
thereby providing upperand lower projecting
edges 10. The inner ends of the sections 4
are bifurcated, as at 11, to form oppositely-

disposed ears 12, which are thickened and
have openings therein adapted to align with
the openings in the lugs or ears §, for the pur-
pose of receiving pintles 13 to form a hinge-
connection. The ears 12 have shoulders 14
at the upper and lower portionsthereof, which
are adapted to engage the edges 10 hereinbe-
fore set forth, and thereby limit the upward
and downward movement of the said sections
4. The inner portions of the ears 12 are ex-

tended beyond the shoulders 14 and rounded,

as at 15, to loosely fit within the concaved re-
cesses 9 on opposite sides of the ears or lugs
8 of the plate 3, and the body-portions of the
said sections 4 are bent or formed into eon-
cavo-convex form to conform to the contour
of the parts of the harness saddle with which
they engage, and at the lower end of each an
opening 16 is formed, which aligns with a
similar opening in the upper and lower burr
pieces 1, through which the shanks of the ter-
ret rings are passed and secured on the bot-
tom burr piece. A sheathing or strap 18 is
mounted over the tree and the upper burr
piece and held in position by the check-hook,
terret rings, and the usual form of screws at
the ends. The hook-plate 3 is provided with
the under-curved sides in order to conform to
the bend of the saddle, as will be readily un-
derstood.

The saddle herein set forth is of light con-
struction in view of the fact that a compara-
tively small amount of metal is-used in the
construetion of the tree, and is cheap of man-
ufacture on account of its simpleness in con
struction. : :

A further advantage of considerable im-
portance is the facility and convenience with
which the tree can be removed without the
use of a tool by any one, and which becomes
necessary when the tree becomes broken by
the animal rubbing or rolling.

By the device herein set forth it will be seen
that the tree is readily adjustable to conform
to the shapes of different animals, but is pre-
vented from having too great downward or
upward movement in order to prevent strik-

_ing the backbone of the animal and to avoid

incumbrance or ineconvenience of the saddle
spreading outward or upward too far.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new is—
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In a harness saddle, the combination with
the upper and lower burr pieces, the pad
leathers, the sheathing strap, and the terret
rings and check-hook, of a tree consisting of
a central hook-plate formed with an under
concaved side and a central screw-opening,
and having the opposite ends provided with

oppositely-extending lugs or ears that are ap-,

ertured transversely, and the outer parts of
the ends of said ears concaved partially
through their thickness to form upper and
lower projecting edges 10, and side sections
with inner bifurcated ends toform oppositely-
disposed ears 12 that are of a greater thick-
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ness than the remaining portions of the said
sections, and have upper and lower shounlders
14 arranged to engage the said edges 10 to
therebylimit the upperand lower movements
of the said sections, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of witnesses. .

HENRY SCIIMITZ.

Witnesses:

JASPER BYERS,
J. C. BurcH,
L. C. BURCH.
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