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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LAFAYETTE M. JOHN
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Seneca, in the county of Newton and State
5 of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wire-Tighteners; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to

Io which it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to a new and improved
wire-twisting device, more especially intended
for taking up the slack of wire fences, and
also adapted to be used as a bale-hook for
I5 handling baled goods, meat, &c., and has for
its object to produce a tool of the character
described which can be manufactured at a
Small cost and be of a strong and durable na
ture.
2O To these ends my invention consists in a
tool constructed substantially in the manner
hereinafter fully described, and afterward
definitely pointed out in the claim, due ref
erence being had to the accompanying draw
25 ings, forming a part of this specification,
wherein Figure 1 is a perspective view of my in
proved tool; Fig. 2, a view showing the man
ner in which the preliminary twist or bight
3O is made, and Fig. 3 a similar view showing
the manner in which the final twist is given
to the fence-strand.
Referring to the drawings, the letter A in
dicates the shank of the tool, which is pro
35 vided with a handle B, either cast integral
there with or consisting of a separate piece,
Which may be fitted thereto in the same man
ner as the ordinary auger - handle, and the
other end of the shank A terminates in a re
4o duced and preferably tapered end C, which
lies in substantially the same plane as the
shank A.
Extending from the shank A, and prefer
ably starting from the base of the tapered end
45 portion C, is a curved hook D, which is grad
ually tapered until it terminates in a point d,
the body portion of said hooklying in the same
plane as the endportion C, but the end portion

d being deflected to one side, as shown, and for
the purpose hereinafter described.
In using the device to tighten or take up the
slack occurring in wire fencing the forked
end of the tool is caused to embrace or strad
dle the wire strand, the tapered end portion C
resting upon the top of the strand, and the 55
tool is then given a half-turn, which forms a
double bight in the strand, as shown in Fig. 2
of the drawings, and drawing the wire taut be
tween the posts of the fence. The tool is then
drawn away from the wire until the end por
tion C slips from without the bight formed
therein, and is then turned or rotated in the
same direction, the deflected end d of the
hook D engaging the wire, and as the rota
tion or turning of the tool is continued the 65
wire is twisted, as shown in Fig. 3. This op
eration may be repeated at suitable intervals
throughout the length of the fence, if neces
sary, and will serve to effectually take up all
the slack occurring from the expansion and
stretching of the wire. In fences where sta
ples are employed to bind the wire strands
to the posts the staples may be first slightly
loosened before taking up the Slack in the
strands.
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It will be manifest that the device may also
be used as a bale-hook to handle balled goods,
meat, and other heavy and bulky substances
conveniently without impairing its useful
ness as a wire-twisting device.
8o
Having described my invention, what I
claim is
A fence-wire-tightening device consisting
of a shank A, provided at one end with a han
dle B and at its other end with a tapered por- 85
tion C and hook D, the end d of said hook
being bent or deflected to one side, substan
tially as shown and described, and for the
purpose specified.
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 9o
presence of two witnesses.
LAEFAYETTE M. JOHNSON.
Witnesses:

W. W. CLARK,

C. SETTERSTRAM.

