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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RoBERT L. NoTMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Dash-Braces, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a brace for the dashes of vehicles which can 
be readily attached to the dash and which, 
when in position thereon, will not detract 
from the neat and smooth appearance of the 
leather or other covering of the dash and 
will serve to hold the dash firmly in place 
on the body of the vehicle. 

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 
is a perspective view of the front end of a 
vehicle body having a dash provided with 
braces embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is 
a fragmentary vertical cross section of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary front ele 
vation of the same, the leather of the dashf 
being removed to show the brace. 

Like reference characters refer to like 
parts in the several figures. 
A represents the body of the vehicle, a the 

front wall thereof, B a dash frame secured 
thereto, and C a covering of leather or other 
suitable material for the same. The frame 
B is of usual construction and consists of 
side uprights b and top and bottom connect 
ing rails b and b°. Any suitable means 
may be employed for securing this frame to 
the body of the vehicle. In the construc 
tion shown, the bottom rail b° is provided 
near its ends with the usual lengthwise slots 
behaving beyeled edges for engagement 
with the head d of a bolt D. This boit 
passes through the front wall a of the ve 
hicle body and engages at its inner end an 
iron strap E which is secured to the inner 
side of the vehicle body. A nute holds the 
bolt in engagement with this strap. The 
slots b are of sufficient length to permit the 
bolts D to be adjusted lengthwise of the 
dash in accordance with the size and con 
struction of the vehicle body to which they 
are to be secured. 
The side uprights b of the dash frame are 

provided with inwardly projecting lugs or 
ears F which lie in the vertical plane of the 
dash and have suitable slots f extending 
horizontally or transversely therein. 

G represents a dash brace which is se 
cured at its lower end to the vehicle body 
by the bolt D, the brace being arranged at 
the inner end of the bolt adjacent to the 
strap E. The brace is provided at its upper 
or clash engaging end with an upwardly 
extending toe portion g adapted to enter the 
slot in the lug F and engage the outer or 
front side of the lug above this slot, and 
with a downwardly-extending heel portion 
gy adapted to engage the inner or back side 
of this lug below the slot. The brace is 
thus firmly interlocked with the lug F and 
serves to hold the frame of the dash securely 
against any forward or backward move 
ment. 
The slot f is of sufficient length to permit 

of variations in the position of the tide por 
tion g therein in accordance with the posi 
tion of the bolt D by which the lower end 
of the brace is secured, and is beveled or 
countersunk on its outer or front side to 
form a depressed seat for this toe portion 
So that, when the latter is in position there 
in, it will lie flush with the frame of the 
dash and will not protrude or project beyond 
the same and in any way mar the appear 
ance of the front of the dash. 
The covering C completely surrounds the 

dash frame on both sides thereof and the 
dash with its covering is constructed sepa 
rate from the brace. It is thus possible to 
Secure the brace to the dash after the latter 
has been placed in position on the vehicle 
body. To do this, a suitable opening or 
slot c is cut in the covering of the dash on 
its inner side opposite the point where the 
upper end of the brace will engage the slot 
and the toe portion of the brace is then in 
Serted through this opening into engage 
ment with the slot f in the frame. This 
can be done without disturbing or marring 
the covering of the dash, and this enables 
the cover to be completely secured on the 
dash at the factory and the dashes and 
braces to be shipped separately. 

I claim as my invention: 
The combination with the frame of a ve 

hicle dash having a transverse slot, of a 
brace adapted to be secured at its lower end 
to the vehicle body and having at its upper 
end a toe portion adapted to be inserted 
into said slot and to bear against the front 
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side of the frame above said slot and a heel 
portion adapted to bear against the rear 
side of said frame below said slot, and a 
cover for both sides of said frame having 
an opening on its inner side through which 
said tie portion extends, substantially as 
set forth. 

Witness my hand in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

ROBERT L. NOTMAN. 

Witnesses: 
EDWARD C. HARD, 
C. B. HoRNBECK. 


