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My invention relates to split shakes, and
especially to shakes split out according to the
method disclosed in my prior  Patent No.
1,668,905, which have two naturally split
faces, and which taper from butt to tip.

Hand split shakes, made of high quality

'vertical grain western red cedar and like

woods, have been used in increasing numbers
where it is desired to'add a rustic touch toa
house. Such shakes may be used either on
the side walls, or on the roof. However, in
some instances, the owners of houses on which
such shakes have been put, complain. that

_the shakes are too uniform, that their sur-

face is too smooth and without contrasts, and
that they have not the rustic appearance de-

~ sired, due, primarily, to the fact that the
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cedar is of such quality (asit must be to make
from it the large shakes) that it splits too
evenly and smoothly, and there is not suf-
ficient break in the surface of the shakes.
They appear almost machine-made in their
sameness. - Though one is conscious of it when

close to the side walls of a house covered with

split shakes, this uniformity is. especially
noticeable from a distance, where the slight

corrugations and channels, due to the vaga-
ries of the grain, are not visible, and when

such a roof 1s viewed from below, and nearly
in the plane of the roof, when the butts are
most prominent. Being formed with an or-
dinary frow, which forms two straight, par-
allel butt edges, these butts appear quite as

straight and “machine-made” as the butts of"

ordinary sawed shingles, and lay quite. as

‘tightly. This tends to produce an altogether

uniform appearance, which is not consistent
with the.rusticity which such owners have
expected,.and desire. e ' -

As has been stated, the cedar, from which
such shakes must be split, must be of the high-
est quality; the grain must be perfect, for
wavy-grained wood cannot be used satisfac-

torily for the manufacture of such shakes,

for then the tip thickness in particular, can-

not be controlled. It follows, then, that when
such wood is split it will split very nearly per-
fectly to a plane,and there will be little in the
way of angled or inclined surfaces to catch

the eye, or to reflect light, and to give the

effect of a broken surface. - o
Accordingly, it is my object in the present
invention, to produce a shake which has a

surface which produces the appearance of

being quite irregular, and which is in fact
exaggerately ‘rigid, or corrugated, yet to
form it of the same high quality wood. It
is, of course, a further object to control the
corrugations in such a manner that, though
appearing quite irregular, they are in fact
all within a common plane, at least the upper
portions of the principal ridges, so that suc-
ceeding courses can be laid sufficiently tight

~to prevent any possibility. of leakage, and

without the possibility of the shakes in these
succeeding courses being cocked to one side
or'at an angle to the general plane of the

course, and to maintain the required thin-

ness of the tip. o o
~ Associated with these objects, it is a fur-

ther object to provide a butt edge, at least
‘the edge of the butt which is to be uppermost,

which is waved to give the impression of ir-

when the shake 1s viewed end on.

regularity when viewed from below, thatis,

A further object is the provision of such-

a shake, which has longitudinal channels for
drainage which, by virtue of being larger

than those ordinarily and naturally provid--s

ed, will tend better to accumulate the water
in large drops and thus facilitate and assist

in its draining off. -
~ A further object is the provision of a frow

whereby such shakes as have been described-

may be split out so that the shakes can be
thus produced at one operation, and require
no further operation upon them.

In this specification I shall employ the

term “shake” to mean a board having at least
-one, and preferably two. faces; which. are

naturally split from the block. o

My invention comprises the novel shake,
and the novel frow, for splitting the same, as
shown in- the accompanying drawings, de-
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scribed in the specification, and particularly

defined by the claims terminating the same.

In: the accompanying drawings I have

‘shown a shake, such as would be split by the
‘process of my patent referred to above; and
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the frow for making this shake, both in typi-
cal forms to illustrate the principle of the
invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the frow,
which I intend to employ in the manufacture
of my shakes. o )

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing, to
a larger scale, the edge of the frow.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a shake
made with such a frow.

Figure 4 is a plan view and Figure 5 a
side elevation, illustrating the manner of
using such a frow.

Figures 6 and 7 are views similar to Fig-
ures 4 and 5, illustrating further the manner
of using such a frow.

My invention is largely understandable
from an inspection of the drawings. How-
ever, it should be pointed out that with the
frow 5, having its entering edge 50 provided
with a plurality of corrugations, that is to
say, waved as seen in edge view, and having
a broadened back 51, or like means to permit
it-to be struck and driven into a block, itis a

5 simple matter to cut from a block, as 2, a

plurality of shakes which will taper from butt
to tip, according to the method disclosed in
my former patent. Thisisillustrated in Fig-
ures 4, 5,6 and 7, wherein the block 2 is shown
in Figures 4 and 5 with one end, 25, upper-
‘most, and the other end, 26, resting upon the
ground or other suitable support. The frow
5 is mow placed in position on the top 25, in-
ward from the edge 21 of the block a distance
equal to the desired butt thickness, and struck
to enter the block and to define a plane ol
cleavage at 20. This plane of -cleavage
gradually tapers towards the edge 22 of the
block to define a thinner tip. Ordinarily
such blocks are split from larger bolts, and
hence the surface 23 of the first shake off of

. .a block will be split, but will not be exagger-

atedly corrugated. The inner surface de-

~ fined by the plane of cleavage 20, however,
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5 will be so corrugated, as will be both surfaces

of succeeding shakes.

After taking off the first shake in this man-
ner, the block 1s reversed end for end, the end
26.being now uppermost, as seen in Figures

0 .6 and 7, the frow again entered along the

plane of cleavage 207, set back from the edge
23 by a distance equal to the butt thickness
now desired in the second shake, and a second
shake is taken off. By repeating this proc-

5 ess, reversing ithe block end for end each

time; shakes will be taken off of the block
which have both surfaces exaggeratedly
ridged, or corrugated, and the butt edges of

which are irregular or waved, rather than -

straight lines, such as the edge 21, (see Fig-
ure 4). B

Such a shake is seen in Figure 3. Its edge
23 corresponds to the edge 23 of the second
shake off of the block 2 (see Figures 6 and 7).
Tts edge 20" corresponds to the entering edge
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at the plane of cleavage, the edge 23’ at the
tip of the shake represents the termination
of the plane of cleavage at the bottom end of
the block, after the second shake has been
taken off. ,

- Tt will be noted how these several edges
are waved, the line 20, being formed by the
frow, corresponds quite closely to the irregu-
larities of the edge 50 of the frow. The edge
28, which is formed merely by a continuation
of the splitting along the plane of cleavage,
and not by any cutting action, still retains
the irregularities of the edge 20, although
there is some tendency for the exaggerated
ridges to run out towards the tip end of a
shalke, especially when such a shake is of 37"
length. This is not undesirable, however, but
in fact assists in the laying of the shakes so
that they will fit tightly one upon another in
the manner of sawed shingles.
the ridges, as for example, the ridge R and
the ridge R’ are distinct throughout the
length of the shingle, and afford a pleasing
breal to the sameness of surface which would

result from the use of an ordinary straight .

edged frow. By employing a long frow, and
Ly placing the frow differently in the several
shakes taken off of a block, the surface may
be varied in different ways by different ar-

-rangements.of the ridges, and in this manner .g;

a wide variety of surface forms may come
from a single block and from a single frow.

This prevents any appearance of sameness or -

of machine manufacture, which .is a char-
acteristic especially of imitation shakes made
by grooving sawed shingles. -

What I claim as my invention is:—

1. A shake tapered from its butt to its tip,
the two faces being naturally split, and with
the natural corrugations exaggerated.

2. A shake tapering from butt to tip, the

two faces being naturally split, the upper
face having the natural corrugations exag-
gerated at its butt end, and tending to run
out to a common plane towards its tip.

3. A ghake tapering from butt to tip, the
two faces being mnaturally split, the upper
face having the natural corrugations exag-
gerated at its butt end, and tending to run
out to a common plane towards its tip, and
the under surface having like exaggerated
corrugations commencing at its tip end, and
tending to run out at the butt.

Signed at Seattle, King County, Wash-
ington, this 11th day of April, 1928.

FRANK L. DIETZ
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