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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLTAM STUART HUN-
TER, of Staustead, in the county of Stanstead
and Provinece of Quebec, in the Dominion of
Canada, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Wooden Soles for Boots and
Shoes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

My invention consists of a hinged joint
across the sole having an interposed strip of
rubber or other elastic material in the joint,
the object being to afford a spring necessary
for natural and easy walking, and to render
the joint water-tight.

Figure 1 is a top view of my improved sole
detached from the upper. Fig. 2is a side view
of the same. Tig. 3 is a side view of a shoe,
showing the upper nailed to the sole.

A is a wooden sole divided transversely
across the tread of the sole, the two parts
united Ly a hinge, B, at each side. Theedges
of the jointed portions of the sole are slightly
beveled to give a greater degree of elasticity
to the joint. Cis a strip of rubber or other
snitable material interposed between the
jointed portions of the sole torender the joint
water-tight. Disarabbetaround theupperedge
of thesole to receive the edge of thewelt or up-
per, which is secured thereto bynails . The-
rabbetisintended to be sufficiently deep, so that
the outeredge ofthesoleanduppershall beflush
when nailed together. The rubber or flexible

material is pressed by the two adjoining por-

tions of the sole. The projection formed by the
bevels of the edges form a central ridge and
presses the rubber, &c., more compactly than
at the outer edges, and fills out the joint in
the outer and upper edges, thus keeping the
rubber in its place, and, as the front part of
the sole works up and down, it presses upon
the lower and upper portions of the rubber,
and excludes water from entering at the joint.

When the rubber, &e., is pressed into -its
place it is held there until the metallic hinges
B are secured into the wooden sole, which,
when secured to both sides of the sole, hold
the two portions of the wooden sole and the
rubber forming the flexible water-tight joint
securely in its position, and allows either por-
tions to have an independent movement cor-
responding to the motion of the foot in walk-
ing.

I claim as my invention—

The rubber strip C, interposed vertically in
the transverse joint of a wooden sole, and ex-
tending from the outer to the inner surface,
in combination with metallic hinges B at the
edges of the sole, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

WILLIAM S. HUNTER.

Witnesses:
Cuas. M. THOMAS,
of Stanstead, Notary Public.
. 8. A. PELLETIER,
of Stanstead, Provincial Land Surveyor.




