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1. 

ORTHODONTC CONNECTOR ASSEMBLY 
AND AMETHOD FORTREATING TEETH 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention generally relates to an orthodontic 

connector assembly and to a method for treating teeth and 
more particularly, to an assembly which allows orthodontic 
brackets, even a plurality of dissimilar brackets, to be selec 
tively and removably coupled to teeth in a manner which 
forms a method for effectively and therapeutically treating 
teeth. 

2. Background of the Invention 
Orthodontic brackets, often referred to as “braces', are 

devices which are normally and selectively affixed to the teeth 
of an individual, by the use of cement or another type of 
bonding agent, and are adapted to selectively receive a wire 
which is formed and deployed in the brackets (e.g., in the 
mouth of a patient) in order to provide therapeutic force or 
pressure on the patient’s teeth. The combination of the brack 
ets and the wire are often sometimes collectively referred to as 
a "retaining system” or an “orthodontic retaining system'. 

While such prior and currently utilized retaining systems 
do allow therapeutic pressure to be applied to a patient's teeth, 
they suffer from some drawbacks. 
By way of example and without limitation, as the therapy is 

applied to the patient (i.e., over time) modifications may need 
to be made to the brackets or different brackets may be opti 
mally needed. This “bracket modification' or “replacement 
is complicated and time consuming because the currently 
utilized brackets must beforcibly removed from the patient’s 
teeth (e.g., removed from the cement or adhering agent), the 
teeth must be cleaned and “re-prepped’ (an etching agent and 
a new application of an adhering agent must be deployed on 
the teeth), and the new or modified brackets must be deployed 
on the newly prepped teeth. The process is uncomfortable to 
the patient and is relatively costly due to the need for addi 
tional etching and adhesive material and the time needed to 
achieve the change or modification. Moreover, sometimes the 
deployed brackets become broken or are in need of repair and 
must be removed from the patient’s teeth to become serviced, 
thereby requiring the same sort of afore-described process 
and relatively the same sort of cost and discomfort. 

Further, it may be therapeutically desirable to deploy dif 
ferent sorts or types of brackets upon the teeth of a patient 
within a relatively short amount of time due to the needs of the 
patient and such “rapid bracket deployment undesirably and 
greatly increases the cost and discomfort to the patient. Fur 
ther, different sorts of brackets may be used on a patient, 
within a certain time, just in order for a orthodontist to evalu 
ate the efficacy of these deployed brackets on a certain patient 
and discover the bracket type which may provide optimal 
therapy on a particular patient (i.e., each patient may experi 
ence different amounts and types of therapy with a certain 
bracket). Non-limiting examples of orthodontic brackets are 
found within United States Patent Application Publication 
Numbers US2005/0255422 A1, US2002/0058227 A1, and 
US2004/0157184 A1 which are each fully and completely 
incorporated herein by reference, word for word and para 
graph for paragraph. 

There is therefore a need for a new and improved connector 
assembly which allows brackets and orthodontic retaining 
systems to be easily, quickly, and cost effectively deployed 
upon the teeth of a patient and it is one non-limiting object of 
the present invention to provide Such an improved connector 
system. 
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2 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a first non-limiting object of the present invention to 
provide a new and novel orthodontic connector assembly 
which overcome some or all of the previously delineated 
disadvantages of prior connector systems. 

It is a second non-limiting object of the present invention to 
provide a new and improved methodology for treating teeth 
which overcome some or all of the previously delineated 
disadvantages of prior and current strategies and methodolo 
gies. 

According to a first non-limiting aspect of the present 
invention, an orthodontic connector assembly is provided and 
includes a plurality of substantially identical connector mem 
bers which are each selectively and respectively adhered to 
unique teeth and each of which include a Substantially iden 
tical connector portion, wherein each of the Substantially 
identical connector portions cooperatively and removably 
receive a bracket. 

According to a second non-limiting aspect of the present 
invention, an orthodontic connector assembly is provided and 
includes the combination of a plurality of substantially iden 
tical connector members which each include a first Smooth 
surface which is respectively and selectively adhered to 
unique teeth and each of which further respectively include a 
second opposed surface which includes a ridge and wherein 
each of the ridges are Substantially identical and have a cer 
tain first shape; and a plurality of brackets which include a 
first back Surface having a slot having a complementary shape 
to each of said ridges and where each of said slots are adapted 
to receive a unique one of each of the ridges and wherein each 
of the plurality of brackets include dissimilar front wire 
reception portions. 

According to a third non-limiting embodiment of the 
invention, a bracket is provided and includes a back Surface 
which includes a slot and a front surface which includes a 
plurality of protuberances which cooperatively form a slot 
and a member which is pivotally coupled to the front surface 
and which includes a nub portion which extends from said 
front surface. 

According to a fourth non-limiting aspect of the present 
invention, a method for therapeutically treating teeth is pro 
vided. Particularly, the method includes the steps of providing 
a plurality of Substantially identical connector members, 
wherein each of the substantially identical connector mem 
bers has a certain first shape which includes a central ridge; 
respectively fixing each of the plurality of substantially iden 
tical connector members onto a unique tooth in a manner 
which allows each of the central ridge to protrude from a 
respectively unique tooth; providing a plurality of dissimilar 
brackets, each of the brackets including a slot; causing the 
respective slot of each of said plurality of dissimilar brackets 
to be connected to a unique one of the central ridges. 

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the 
present invention will become apparent by a reading of the 
detailed description of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, including the Subjoined claims and by reference to 
the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a orthodontic connector 
assembly which is made in accordance with the teachings of 
the preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a partial front view of a portion of a patients 
mouth showing a partial deployment of the orthodontic con 
nector assembly which is shown in FIG.1, upon certain teeth. 
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FIG.3 is apartial front view of apatient’s mouth into which 
the orthodontic connector assembly of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention is operatively deployed. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an orthodonic connector 
assembly which is made in accordance with the teachings of 5 
an alternate embodiment of the invention in unassembled 
combination with an orthodonic bracket made according to 
the invention. 

FIG.5 is a back view of the orthodonic bracket taken in the 
direction of arrow 5 of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a front view of one of the teeth which are shown 
in FIG.3 showing, in phantom, the manner in which a portion 
of the connector assembly, shown in FIG. 1, is attached to the 
tooth. 

FIG. 7 is a front view of a bracket which is made in accor 
dance with the teachings of the present invention. 

FIG. 8 is a partial side sectional view of the bracket which 
is shown in FIG. 7 selectively deployed upon a connector 
member which is made in accordance with the teachings of an 
alternate embodiment of the invention, before therapeutic 
wire is received. 

FIG. 9 is a view which is similar to that which is shown in 
FIG. 8, but including a therapeutic wire. 

FIG. 10 is a partial side sectional view of a bracket which 
is made in accordance with the teachings of an alternate 
embodiment of the invention being selectively deployed upon 
a connector member which is made in accordance with the 
teachings of another alternate embodiment of the invention, 
before therapeutic wire is received. 

FIG. 11 is a view which is similar to that which is shown in 
FIG. 10 but having therapeutic wire received it should be 
appreciated that the dark circles in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3 denote 
the use of a variable number of elements which respectively 
appear to the left and right of these respective circles. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2, 3, and 6, there is shown an 
orthodontic connector assembly 10 which is made in accor 
dance with the teachings of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

Particularly, the orthodontic connector assembly 10 
includes a plurality of substantially identical connector mem 
bers, such as members 12, 14, which may be constructed from 
metal, plastic or another composite material and which 
includes a first substantially flat back surface 16 and a second 
substantially flat front surface 18. The connector members, 
Such as members 12, 14, are of a size and a shape which is 
Smaller than the size and shape of a human tooth. Nothing in 
this description is meant to limit the members 12, 14 to any 
particular size and shape or to any particular material and, in 
various alternate embodiments of the invention, many con 
nector members of different sizes and shapes may be pro 
vided. 
The surface 18 includes a portion 20 which is hingedly 

coupled (e.g., by a hinge member 3 which is coupled to 
surface 18 and to member 20) to the surface 18 along the edge 
22 and thus normally contacts (i.e., is biased against) Surface 
18 but may be selectively moved from this first surface con 
tacting position to a second non-contacting position away 
from surfaces 18 and 16. In one non-limiting embodiment, 
hinge member 3 may space a spring or other device which 
allows portion 20 to be selectively and movably coupled to 
surface 18 but which causes portion 20 to be biased against 
surface 18. Portion 20 may be of substantially any desired 
shape. The surface 18 further includes a raised edge portion 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
30 upon which the far edge 32 of portion 20 overlays (e.g., the 
term “far edge', in this context, means the part of portion 20 
farthest away form edge 22). 
The connector assembly 10 further includes at least one 

bracket 40 having a generally flat back surface 42 upon which 
a pocket portion 44 is formed. A pocket portion 44 may 
comprise a generally “c-shape' member which is coupled to 
the surface 42 and which includes an opening 43 which 
extends through the entire pocket portion 44 and which lies 
between surface 42 and inner surface 5 of the portion 44. The 
at least one bracket 40 may have a front portion 41 of any 
desired size and shape therapeutic configuration and the 
pocket portion 44 is adapted to receive the portion 20, of a 
member 12, after it is raised off of the surface 18 that it 
normally is biased against by the edge 22 (e.g., the member 20 
is selectively received within and extends through opening 43 
in a manner which allows surface 41 to cover the portion 44 
from view). The pocket portion 44 may be integrally formed 
with bracket 40 or attached to bracket 40 by adhesive or any 
other similar type of material. 
The front portion 41 may be adapted to receive a wire or 

any other therapeutic member or element. After the pocket 44 
receives the raised portion 20 (e.g., the portion 20 is inserted 
through opening 43 of the pocket portion 44) it is ensured that 
the bottom edge 50 of the pocket portion 44 is supported by 
edge 30 and then the raised portion 20 is allowed to be biased 
back toward surface 18 by the biasing member 22, thereby 
fixing the pocket portion 44 against the Surface 18 and attach 
ing the bracket 40 to the portion 12, as shown best in FIG. 6. 
The edge 30 cooperates with the edge 50 to further attach the 
bracket 40 to the member 12. It should be appreciated that 
bracket, such as bracket 70, which may be dissimilar to 
bracket 40, is made to have a substantially identical back 
surface 72 which is similar to back surface 41 (i.e., each 
dissimilar bracket is made to have a substantially similar back 
Surface and thereby includes a Substantially identical pocket 
44). Thus, every bracket to be utilized as part of or in combi 
nation with the assembly 10 must, in the most preferred 
although non-limiting embodiment, include a back portion 
which is Substantially similar to back portions 42, 72 (e.g., 
having a pocket portion 44) but which may have a respec 
tively unique and therapeutic front portion (i.e., a portion 
which receives a wire). In this manner, the respective thera 
peutic front portion (e.g., portion 41) always outwardly 
extends from the front surface 7 of each tooth (e.g., the sur 
face which is visible, in the manner which is shown, for 
example, in FIGS. 3 and 6. Thus, a first set of substantially 
identical brackets (one for each tooth to be treated) may be 
deployed. Such that each bracket is deployed upon a unique 
tooth 9, 11 within the mouth of a patient (e.g., each of these 
brackets has a substantially identical front portion 41 and 
substantially identical back portion 42). A second set of 
brackets, each having a front portion which is dissimilar to the 
front portion of the first set of brackets, may replace the first 
set of brackets, if the need arises. Alternatively, dissimilar 
brackets (e.g., those having respectively different therapeutic 
front portions) may be concurrently utilized upon various 
teeth within the mouth of a patient if the need arises. 
The connector assembly 10 may also include a quantity of 

cement or an adhesive 80 and some etching material or acid 
82. In other non-limiting embodiments of the invention, the 
assembly 10 does not include the adhesive 80 or etching 
material 82 or any brackets, such as bracket 40. 
As shown best in FIGS. 2 and 3, teeth, such as teeth 7, 9, 

which are to receive the substantially identical members, such 
as members 12, 14, are first etched with the material 82 and 
then the attaching material 80 is applied to the previously 
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etched teeth and then the respective surface 16 of each respec 
tive member 12, 14 is placed onto a respectively unique tooth 
7, 9 (i.e., onto the previously deployed material 80), until all 
of teeth 7.9 which are to be therapeutically manipulated have 
received a unique member 12. 

Brackets, such as bracket 40 may be easily applied and 
removed from each of the deployed members 12 (e.g., a 
bracket, such as bracket 40 is removed simply by moving the 
portion 20 away from the surface 18 and sliding the pocket 44 
downwards in the direction 90). In this manner, brackets, such 
as bracket 40, may be easily applied and removed from teeth. 

Thus, it should be appreciated that this forgoing invention 
describes a system and a technique by which dissimilar 
brackets are made to have a common back portion 42, 72 
which is adapted to selectively and removably receive a stan 
dardized member 12, 14 which has been placed upon teeth. In 
this manner, dissimilar brackets (e.g., those with different 
therapeutic or “wire receiving frontal portions 41) may be 
easily placed upon and removed from teeth (e.g., front portion 
20). It should also be appreciated that the shape of portions 20 
and pocket 44 may change as desired and that nothing in this 
description is meant to limit the shape of portion 20 in any 
a. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4-5, there is shown a connector 
member 200 which is made in accordance with the teachings 
of an alternate embodiment of the invention and which 
includes a substantially flat base portion 202 having a flat 
back surface 204 which is adapted to be selectively attached 
to a tooth, such as tooth 206. Such as by use of attaching 
material 80. The member 202 has a substantially flat front 
Surface 210 having a protruding central ridge portion 212 
which protrudes away from surfaces 210 and 204, and from 
tooth 206 when the member 202 is selectively attached to the 
tooth 206 (e.g., by use of cement/glue). 

The bracket, such as bracket 230, has a therapeutic front 
portion 232, which may be configured as desired and which is 
selectively adapted to receive wire, such as wire 353, and a 
back portion 234 having a depression or slot 236 which is 
adapted to selectively and removably and fixedly receive the 
member 212 (e.g., the slot 236 selectively “slides onto” and 
frictionally engages and receives member 212), thereby 
allowing the back surface 234 to be slidably, frictionally, 
selectively, and removably fixed onto member 212. In this 
manner, each tooth, Such as tooth 206, may receive a connec 
tor member 200 and have the connector member 200 selec 
tively adhered to it, thereby allowing a bracket, such as 
bracket 230, to be connected to the member 200 and selec 
tively removed from it (e.g., by having the member 230 selec 
tively and forcibly “slide away’ from the ridge 212). The 
ridge 212 may be of any shape including a columnar shape 
and the shape of ridge 212 is “complimentary’ to the shape of 
the slot 236 (e.g., the term "complimentary' means a ridge 
212 is adapted to be selectively, slidably, removably and 
frictionally received within a slot 236 and to be later selec 
tively and frictionally removed from the slot 236). 

In yet another non-limiting embodiment of the invention, 
the slot 236 may include at least one ridge 304, which may be 
placed within and/or formed within the slot 236 and which is 
adapted to selectively engage edge 310 of ridge member 212 
to prevent movement of deployed bracket 230 in the direction 
of arrow 320. In this manner, the deployed bracket, such as 
bracket 230 may be adjusted to occupy a certain position 
along length 400 of a member 212 but will never move out of 
engagement with member 212 while traveling along direction 
320. Additionally, a relatively thin wire strap, such as strap 
330, may be deployed upon surface 210 and adapted to be 
placed around the interior slot portion 350 of the bracket 230 
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6 
after slot 236 receives ridge 212, thereby further securing the 
bracket 230 to the member 210. Therapeutic wire 353 may, of 
course, later be placed within slot 350 (i.e., after strap 330 is 
made to selectively occupy the slot 350). 

Referring now to FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, there is shown a bracket 
400 which is made in accordance with the teachings of the 
invention. Particularly, bracket 400 includes a front surface 
402 and a back surface 404 which may be substantially simi 
lar to back surface or portion 234 which is shown in FIG. 5. 

Front surface 402 includes four substantially similar pro 
tuberances 406, 408, 410, and 412 which cooperatively form 
a channel 414 in which member 416 resides. Particularly, 
member 416 is pivotally coupled to surface 402 by attach 
ment pin 420 or a tack weld and has a width 440 which is 
substantially equal to the width of the channel 414 and mem 
ber 416 has a nub or protuberance portion 442 which extends 
off of and away from the surface 402 and away from pin 420. 
In one non-limiting embodiment of the invention, the nub 
portion 442 "curls' or projects away from surface 402 and 
toward surface 404. 

In operation, the bracket 400 may be attached to the mem 
ber 212 in the manner which has been previously delineated 
(e.g., as the back Surface 404 is placed onto the ridge member 
212, the nub 442 is made to forcibly pivot away from the 
surface 402 until the surface 404 is secured onto the member 
212 at which time the nub 442 engages the surface 411 of the 
member 212 onto which it is deployed). Thus, in this embodi 
ment, the bracket 400 is given additional “stability’ (e.g. has 
a reduced likelihood of movement off of member 212) due to 
the fact that nub 442 frictionally engages the surface 411 of 
the member 212, when the bracket 400 is attached to member 
210, thereby preventing or substantially reducing the likeli 
hood of movement of the bracket 400 from surface 210. 
Further, wire 450 may be placed between the protuberances 
406, 408, 410 and 412, thereby further securing the bracket 
400 to the surface 210 by preventing disengagement of mem 
ber 416. When it is desired to remove the bracket 400 from the 
member 212, the wire 450 is removed, the member 416 is 
pivoted away from the surface 402 (i.e., shown in phantom in 
FIG. 9), thereby causing nub 442 to be in a “non-contact’ 
relationship with 411 portion of 212 and then the back surface 
of the bracket 400 is “slid away' from contact with ridge 212 
in the direction of arrow 460. 

Referring now to FIGS. 10 and 11, there is shown a bracket 
500 which is made in accordance with the teachings of yet 
another alternate embodiment of the invention. 

Particularly, bracket 500 has a front surface 502 which is 
Substantially similar to front Surface 402 (e.g., having four 
substantially similar protuberances 504 which are similar to 
each of the protuberances 406, 408, 410, 412. However, 
bracket 500 includes a member 516 which is pivotally 
coupled, like member 416 to the front surface 502 and which 
includes a member 542 which, like member 442, projects 
away from surface 502. However, unlike member 416, the 
member 516 additionally includes a projection 560 which 
projects away from the front surface 502. Further, unlike 
member 212, the member 550 includes equidistantly spaced 
slots, 562, 564, 568, 570, 572, and 574, each of which is 
adapted to selectively and frictionally and removably receive 
projection 560. In this manner, the position of the bracket 500 
along axis 600 may be selectively modified (e.g., by selecting 
which slot 562-574 which is to received the projection 568, 
the position of the bracket 500 along axis 600 may be 
selected). 
When it is desired to remove the bracket 500 from the 

member 210, the projection 560 is forcibly removed from 
whatever slot 566-574 it currently resides within, the member 
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542 is moved away from the detent 700, and the bracket 500 
is slid off the member 210. Nothing in this description limits 
the invention to any particular number or types of slots 562, 
564, 568, 570, 572, and 574 or to any particular number or 
type of members 560. 

It is to be understood that the various inventions are not 
limited to the exact construction or methodology which has 
been delineated anywhere in this description, but that various 
changes and modifications may be made without departing 
from the spirit and the scope of the inventions as are delin 
eated in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An orthodontic connector assembly comprising a flat 

base portion having a flat tooth contacting adhering back 
surface and a flat front surface, said flat front surface further 
having a central protruding ridge which has a length less than 
the length of said flat front Surface, and having a certain shape, 
and which is disposed along a longitudinal axis of said flat 
front Surface, said central protruding ridge having a top edge; 

said orthodontic connector assembly further comprising a 
bracket having a front portion with a wire reception slot 
and a back portion having a single slotted depression 
which has a shape which is complimentary to said cer 
tain shape of said central protruding ridge and wherein 
said single slotted depression having at least one ridge 
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which is disposed within said single slotted depression 
and which extends along the width of said single slotted 
depression; and 

said central protruding ridge being selectively and mov 
ably disposed within said single slotted depression and 
wherein said top edge of said central protruding ridge 
engages said at least one ridge of said single slotted 
depression when said central protruding ridge is dis 
posed within said single slotted depression, when said at 
least one ridge of said single slotted depression engages 
said top edge of said central protruding ridge, said cen 
tral protruding ridge is secured within said single slotted 
depression, thereby coupling said first base portion to 
said bracket. 

2. The orthodontic connector assembly of claim 1 wherein 
said certain shape of said central protruding ridge is a colum 
nar shape. 

3. The orthodontic connector assembly of claim 1 wherein 
said central protruding ridge is selectively movable within 
and along the length of said single slotted depression. 

4. The orthodontic connector assembly of claim 3 wherein 
said certain shape of said central protruding ridge is a colum 
nar shape. 


