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To all whom it may concern :.

Be it known that I, JoaNy BLOCHER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Franklin
Grove, in the county of Lee and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Feed-Guides for Printing-
Presses; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a platen
of a printing-press, showing my invention ap-
plied thereto; and Fig. 2, a perspective view,
in detail, of one of the bottom guides with the
spring-clamp to which it is attached partly
broken away.

The present invention has relation to that
class of platens for printing-presses provided
with adjustable guides for holding the sheet
of paper in position to take the impression.
It is well known that when printing in colors,
in order to secure accurate register of the pa-
per, extreme care is required in feeding it to
the platen.

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby this care and nicety in feeding
the paper to the platen is rendered unneces-

“sary,which object I attain by the construction
substantially as shown in the drawings and-

hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a platen of a printing-press provided
with suitable pivoted bands, B, for holding
thereon the usual platen - paper, said platen
being pivoted ‘in the ordinary manner to the
ends of the gripping-finger bar C. Thesesev-
eral parts are all of the ordinary construction,
and form no part of my invention, other than
showing its application to a platen, and also
itsoperation in connection with the gripping-
finger bar. Theloweror bottom pivoted band
B may be cast with or otherwise have con-
nected to it a rod, @, and the upper one of the
bands a short rod, b, the former extending the
entire length of the platen, twhile the latter
extends only a portion of its length. The rod
a is for retaining on the platen suitable metal
spring-clamps, D, to the inner sides of which
are pivoted the outer ends of arms E of the
foot or bottom guides. A shorter but similar

arm; I*, of the side guide is pivoted near its

center to a metal strap, G, extending across
the platen A, and having its ends bent to hook
under and over the rods « b, to retain it in
place on the platen, and at the same time ad-
mit of its longitudinal adjustment. The outer
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extremity of the arm F is pivoted to the free -

or upper end of a bar, H, said bar at its op-
posite end having an eye to slide on the hori-

zontal portion of a bent rod, I, said rod being-

adjustably ‘and removably connected to the
gripping-finger bar C by a suitable bolt, ¢, or
other like means. The arms Eare adjustable
on the are of a circle by being pivoted to the
spring - clamps D, and are also adjustable
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lengthwise of the platen by sliding ‘along the
rod ¢ the clamps, which carry with them the .

arms, the clamps and arms being also readily
removable from the platen when found neces-
sary. The arms E and F, the strap G, and
the bar H are all made of spring metal, and
especially is this important with the arms of
the guides, in order that they shall bear down
sufficiently on the platen-paper to retain them
in position by frictional contact therewith.
The arms E and F are each provided with
pivoted gage-heads X, preferably convex on
their under side, and connected to the arm
Jjust tight enough to keep them in any position
the pressman may wish to turn them, in order
that the pivoted tongues L at their points may
be retained toward the feeder when printing
Jjobs with wide margins, and turned entirely
out of the way of the type when printing forms
with narrow margins. The gage-heads K have
upon their upper side diametrical grooves d,
as shown more clearly in Fig. 2, thesegrooves
forming seats for the tongues L to retain them
in position with relation to the heads, and pre-
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vent them from being twisted laterally out of go

shape. The tongues L are so balanced that
when the platen A is in the proper position
for feeding, their points will be in an elevated
position about a quarter of an inch from the
tympan or platen sheets, so that envelopes or
other like material may be easily fed under
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them, and when the impression is being taken .

they will‘drop close to the platen, out of the
way of the furniture. The employment of
thetongues L,,and connecting them to the gage-
heads K, so as to render them automaftic in
their action, I considerimportant as an attach-
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| position to take the inipression, as shown in
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~down, as shown in dotted lines.

2 ) 298,164

ment tothe guides, as are also the adjustable
heads ‘K, hereinbefors :described. | The im-
portant feature, however, of my invention, or
the one' I niost rely on for thesuccessful oper-
ation of the device, is the automatic action of |
the feed-gnide ‘upon the end ox side of the
platen. This automatic action of i the side
guide T preferably obtain through the medium
of the bar H, conneeted to the stationary grip- |
ping-finger bar C, by a rod or any other suit: !
able fastening.

Tlie paper to talke the impression is: repre:
sented at X, and after being placed upon the
platen as thielatter is being raised to the form
through the action of thebar H, the sideguide
will nutomatically assume o position: asindi-
cated in dotted lines; Fig. 1, causing the pa-
per X to be accurately placed: in registering

dotted lines. | By this antomatic adjustment of
the paper, as the platén moves up tothe form
évery sheet’ will Tegister perfectly, whether |
fed against the guides or not: :
The bottom or lower guides need mever be
removed from the rod @, as they'do not in the
least interfére with the lifting of the pivoted
Dbaud: B when hew tympan or platen sheetsare
required. : In order to feed sheets so that:their
lower edge will extend: over the bottom: or
lower band, B, the bottom guides ave swung

Having mow fully described: my invention,

what I claim as new, and desirve to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combination,with a platen of a print-
ing-press, of a side guide adapted to move on
tlie face of the platen toward the center and
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side thereof; and conneccted to the gripping- -

finger bar of the press by mechanism substan-
tially as deseribed; whereby said movement, of
the guide is rendered automatic, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

92, The eombination, with. the platen of a
printing-press, of a pivoted side guide and a
bar pivoted to the arm of said guide, and also
connected to the gripping-finger bar of the
press,: by means snbstantially as described,
and for the purpose specified.

3. The combination, with a pivoted side
ouide and a bar pivoted to the arm thereof,
and connected to the gripping-finger bar of
the press, of bottom guides the armsof which
are pivoted to spring-clamps adjustable upon
a rod on the lower band of the platen, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

4. The side and bottom guides for a print-
ing - press, provided with adjustable gage.
heads carrying suitable tongues pivoted there-
to, substantially as and for the purpose set

forth.
: JOHN BLOCHER.
Withesses: :
Gro. H. TAYLOR,
RICHARD Y. TOLMAN,
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