
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
63

7 
46

1
A

3
��&������������

(11) EP 1 637 461 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
05.04.2006 Bulletin 2006/14

(43) Date of publication A2: 
22.03.2006 Bulletin 2006/12

(21) Application number: 05021006.1

(22) Date of filing: 12.12.2001

(51) Int Cl.: �
B65D 5/54 (2006.01) B65D 5/72 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States: 
LT LV RO

(30) Priority: 12.12.2000 US 255543 P

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
01991100.7 / 1 360 116

(71) Applicant: MeadWestvaco Packaging Systems 
LLC
Stamford, �
Connecticut 06905 (US)�

(72) Inventor: Bates, Aaron
Marietta
GA 30066 (US)�

(74) Representative: Hepworth, John Malcolm
HLBBshaw 
Bloxam Court 
Corporation Street
Rugby, �
Warwickshire CV21 2DU (GB)�

(54) Carton with access dispenser

(57) A carton (10,110) for cylindrical articles, such as
cans, comprises a generally tubular structure formed
from a top wall (62,162), a bottom wall (68,168a,�168b)
and a pair of side walls (66,166,64,164) connecting to-
gether the top and bottom wall, and an end wall (70) at
each end of the carton which closes the ends of the tu-
bular structure to secure the articles therein. At least one
end of the carton (10,110) has access means for removal
of the carton contents. The access means comprises an

upper portion of an end wall, and adjacent, integral por-
tions of the top and side walls. These portions can be
divorced as a unit from that end of the carton to form a
removable trough (20,120). The extent of the trough pro-
vided by the upper portion of the end wall is significantly
greater that the remaining part of that end wall which
provides a stopper wall (80,180) to restrain egress of the
lower row of articles from the carton whereby access for
removal of the endmost articles, when present, is facili-
tated.
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