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To ail whom it md,y COnCerrv:
Be it known that I, ROBERT 1. CLAPHAM, a

_citizen of the United States, residing in the

borough of Brooklyn, county of Kings, city
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin a Com-
bined Blanket-Roll, Field-Mattress; and
Clothing - Bag, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention aims to provide a military
blanket-roll which is eapable of usealso as a
field-mattress and a clothing-bag in which
small articles of baggage may be carried. It
is at once a substitute for the haversack now
ordinarily carried, a protecting-roll for the
blanket, and a comfortable bed-sack. It is
very light, and, being rolled with the blanket,
occupies no appreciable space in a soldier’s
luggage. It provides a most convenient way
of carrying small baggage, such as shoes,
comb, brush, soap, towels, underclothes, &ec.,
things which are ordinarily carried nowa-
days in a Merriam pack.

Various improvements in detail are also
provided, as specified hereinafter.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
illustrating an embodiment of the invention,
Figure 1 shows the device in use as a bed.
Fig. 2 shows the manner of transporting the
same in connection with a blanket. Fig. 3
shows the device laid out with an overcoat
and blanket thereon ready to be rolled up
and to form a complete roll in which the
blanket is entirely protected. Fig. 4 shows
the samerolled up tightly. Fig. 5 shows the
roll with its ends brought together ready to
be slung over the shoulder.

The improved military blanket-roll of my
invention consists in the embodiment shown
of a bag, wkich when flat is of a suitable
shape and size to be rolled up around a blan-
ket and of flexible material throughout,
whereby when so rolled it may be doubled
and slung over the shoulder, and whichhasa
compartment at one end for-small articles of
baggage and another compartment extending
nearly its entire length adapted to be stuffed

-with straw or the like when in the field to
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form a mattress., . L

Referring now to the'drawings, the roll as a
whole is seen to consist of a double strip or
sheet of canvas, duck, or rubber or other suit-

able material, slightly longer and wider than
an ordinary field-blanket folded once along
the middle. The greater portion of the roll
is taken up with a compartment or pocket A,

-which is provided with an edge or flap B B/,

whereby it is open at a side and also at an

‘end to enable it to be readily and completely

filled with straw and permit free access to all

| parts of the.compartment, so that the straw

may be spread out uniformly and smoothly.
Tapes C or other devices for closing the open
edge of the mattress-compartment are pro-
vided. When the compartment is properly

-stuffed, the tapes C are tied together and the

flap B’ tied down, as hereinafter explained.
A clothing-compartment D,which is provided
at one end of the roll, carries small articles
of baggage while on the march, and these
may be left in the compartment when it is
used as a mattress, the compartment D be-
ing stuffed with additional naterial to make
it soft and smooth or additional material be-
ing laid directly on the outside of the com-
partment. The clothing and thelike in the
compartment D serve to give a desired eleva-
tion to the head. The compartment D has
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its opening adjacent to the end opening of '

the mattress-compartment A. The flap E of
the clothing-compartment carries, preferably,
tapes F at suitable intervals along its length.
Similar tapes G are attached to the bottom of
the roll. Gromets H are provided near the
edge of the flap B’ of the mattress-compart-
ment. By passing the tapes G through the
gromets H and tying them to the tapes T
the adjacent. openings of the two compart-
ments are closed at asingle operation. Along
one edge or just inside of one edge of the base
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of the roll are attached straps J, provided

with buckles K for use in strapping the roll
when on the march, as hereinafter explained.

In preparing for a march the compartment
D is stuffed with the various small articles of
baggage above referred to, these being spread
out as much as possible to avoid making the
roll thick at this end. - The stuffing of the
mattress is of course out, this not being car-
ried by the individual soldiers. The over-

coat,which-is usually carried, is spread on top
of the roll in substantially the position shown
at L, Iig. 3, the cape being drawn up over
the collar and the lower corners being folded
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to bring it to a substantially rectavgular
shape. Upon thisis placed the usual blanket
M, folded once along a central longitudinal
line. The increased thickness of the over-
coat at the lower end conunterbalances to some
extent the increased thickness of the cloth-
ing - compartment at the upper end. The
straps J are spread out in the position shown
in Fig. 3. If desired, the rubber cape or
poncho which is ordinarily carried may be
spread on top of the blanket; but this is

preferably carried in the belt, as shown at N, _

Fig. 2. Starting with the parts in the posi-
tion of Fig. 3, they are rolled, starting with
the upper long edge, so as to form a roll sub-
stantially like that shown in Fig. 4, with my
improved blanket-roll on the outside to pro-
tect the blanket, overcoat, and small cloth-
ing. The straps J K are fastened tightly to
hold it in this shape. It is impossible now
for small elothes to fall out of the compart-
ment D or for the blanket or overcoat to be
displaced. Allthe baggage which the soldier
needs is carried in one bag or roll of a most
convenient and light shape. Inorder tosling
it over his shoulder in the manner shown in
Fig. 2, the ends of the long roll are brought
together, Fig. 5, and tied either with an ex-
tra strap O or with one of the end straps J,
made of extra length for this purpose. This
yoke or collar is then of just a suitable size
and shape to be passed over the head and one
shoulder of the soldier and rests on his other
shoulder and under one arm, as shown in
Fig. 2. Hereitinterferes with his movements
no more than does the ordinary blanket when
carried in this way.

For greater convenience the clothing-com-
partment D may be divided into two or more
compartments, either arranged one above the
other or alongside of each other. These may
by formed by merely running lines of stiteh-
ing through the walls of the compartment, or
an additional flap may be inserted in the
compartment, separating it into upper and
lower portions, and the upper portion may be
reserved for soft material, which will form a
suitable pillow for the head when sleeping.
The blanket M instead of being separate from

the roll A-D may be stitched directly there-~

to—as, for example, along one of the longitu-
dinal edges. Such an arrangement would
make it possible to form the traveling-roil
more quickly than with a separate blanket
aund would also assist in keeping the blanket
on a person sleepingon the mattress.

‘Where itis not necessary to carry a blanket,
or in any case, the device may be used with-
out straw. Thesoldier may lie with his body
in the compartment A, tying the edge B to
form a sleeping-bag or not, as desired. In

fact the device may be used in a great num-
ber of ways, which will readily suggest them-
selves to persons using it.

It will be seen that the invention provides
a combined blanket-roll, field-mattress, and -
clothing-pack of great simplicity, so as to be
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cheap, and adapted to be easily carried and
capable of usefulness in a great variety of
ways. :

Though I have described with great par-
ticalarity of detail a device embodying my in-
vention, yet it will be understood that the in-
vention is not limited to the specific device
described. Various modificationsof the same
and additions thereto are possible to those
skilled in the art without departure from the
invention. :

‘What I claim is—

1. A military blanket-roll, of a size and
shapesuitable when flat to berolled up around
ablanket, and of flexible material throughout
whereby when so rolled it may be doubled
and slungover theshoulder,and havingatone
ond a smaller open compartment adapted for
carrying small articles-of clothing and bag-
gage when on the march, and a -single larger
open compartment extending substantially
to the opposite end of the roll, and adapted to
receive a man’s body so as to serve as a sleep-
ing-bag, or to be stuffed to form a field-mat-
tress at night. .
© 2. A military blanket-roll, of a size and
shapesuitable when flat to berolled uparound
a blanket,and of flexible material throughout
whereby when so rolled it may be doubled
and slung over the shoulder, and having at
one end a smaller open compartment adapt-
ed for carrying small articles of clothing and

‘baggage when on the march, and a single

larger compartment open at its end and side,
extending substantially to the opposite end
of the roll, and adapted to receive a man’s
body so as to serve as a slegping-bag, or to be
stuffed to form a field-mattress at night.

3. A military blanket-roll, consisting of a
bag of a suitable size and shape when empty
to be rolled up around a blanket, said bag
having a clothing-compartment at one end
for small articles of baggage and a compart-
mentextending nearlyitsentire length adapt-
ed to be stuffed to forma field-mattress, said
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compartments opening adjacent to each other

and a single closing means for closing both
said adjacent openings.

4. A military blanket-roll, consisting of a
bag of a suitable size and shape when empty
to be rolled up around a blanket, said bag
having a clothing-compartment at one end
for small articles of baggage and a compart-
ment extending nearly itsentire length adapt-
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ed to be stuffed to form a field-mattress, said -

compartmentsopening adjacentto each other,
straps G ‘attached to the base of the roll,
straps F attached to the flap of. one of said
openings and gromets on the flap of the other
opening whereby the two openings can be
closed simultaneously:

5. A military blanket-roll, of a size and
shapesuitable when flat toberolled uparound
a blanket, and of flexible material through-
out whereby when so rolled it may be doubled
and slung over the shoulder, and having at
one end a smaller open compartment adapted
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for carrying small articles of clothing and
baggage when on the march, and a single
larger open compartment extending substan-
tially to the opposite end of the roll, and
adapted to receive a man’s body so as to
serve as a sleeping-bag, or to be stuffed to
form a field-mattress, combined with a means
for fastening said roll in its rolled and dou-
bled condition.

6. A military -blanket-roll, of a size and

shape suitable when flat to be rolled up around

a blanket, and of flexible material through-
out whereby when so rolled it may be dou-
bled and slung over the shoulder, and hav-
ing at one end a smaller open compartment
adapted for carrying small articles of cloth-

]

ing and baggage when on the march, and a
single larger open compartment extending
substantially from the inner edge of said
smaller compartment to the opposite end of
the roll, said compartments opening along
their adjacent edges, and the latter compart-
ment adapted to receive a man’s body so as
to serve as a sleeping-bag, or to be stuffed to
form a field-mattress at night.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses. :
ROBERT I. CLAPHAM.
Witnesses: . .
DoMINGO A. UsiNA,
FrRED WHITE.
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