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1 Claim. (Cl. 206—80)

My invention relates to the carding of buttons and
the like. More particularly, it concerns novel means for
simultaneously out independently atiaching to a card
4 plurality or buttons having sew-on loops or of similar
arucles having projecting loop portions that may be
passea tiarouga holes in the card.

it has heretorore been the practice to attach a plural-
ity of buttons and the like to a card on which they are to
be soid by sewing such items to the card with a single
tnread. ‘this mvolved a laborious procedure and had
the further disadvantage that, upon removal of one ot
the items from the cara, the thread was broken and all of
the other items became loose. )

‘The object of my invention is to overcome the fore-
going disadvantages and to provide a simple means
whereby a plurality of buttons or like sales items can
be simultaneously attached to ome side of a card, but
independently removed therefrom. My ‘novel means
requires that the sales items to be attached possess pro-
jeciing loop portions that are passed through holes in
the card. 1 provide a locking member on the opposite
side, preferably composed of a sheet or strip of inex-
pensive maierial having a series of integral tongues all
pointing in the same direction and spaced corresponding-
ly to the projecting loop portions of the items to be
carded. By so arranging and constructing the locking
member, a plurality of such tongues can be inserted
simultaneously into an equal number of loop portions,
thus attaching a plurality of the items to the card simply
by sliding the locking member in the direction of the
tongue. Thereafter, it is possible to remove one item
at a time without loosening the remaining items from the
card. The individual tongues are simply torn or bent
away one by one leaving the remaining tongues engaged
within their respective loops. The strength of the at-
tachment may easily be regulated by a suitable choice
of the material constituting the tongues or by varying
the thickness thereof. .

My invention will be more readily and fully under-
stood by reference to the accompanying drawmg§ in
which several embodiments are illustrated by way of ex-
ample. In these drawings: . . )

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a card provided with a series
of openings through which the projecting loops of the
items to be carded may be passed. ) .

Fig. 2 is a similar view of a locking strip having a cor-
responding set of integral tongues suitable for engage-
ment with the projecting portions of the loops,

Fig. 3 is a similar view of the back of th(; card, after
the sew-on loops of a plurality of buttons (indicated by
broken lines) have been inserted through the openings,

Fig. 4 is a side view of the assembly shown in Fig. 3,

Fig. 5 is a top view thereof, i

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the back of the card with the
locking strip placed against the card and the sew-on
loops passing through corresponding openings in the strip
surrounding the tongues, . o

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing the locking strip in
the locked position with its tongues passing through the
sew-on loops,

Fig. 8 is a side view of the completed assembly shown
in Fig. 7, .

Fig. 9 is a plan view showing an alternative form of
locking member in place, having several rows of openings
and tongues, whereby several rows of items are simul-
taneously affixed to the card,

Fig. 10 is a similar view showing another form of
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locking member in place, in which the tongues project
from one side of the strip, thereby climinating the need
for any openings whatever in said member, and

Fig. 11 is a plan view showing still another form of
locking member in place, having a single guide opening
into which a row of tongues project from one side,
whereby the tongues may be readily aligned to lock a
group of items simultaneously to the card.

According to one embodiment, as shown in Figs. 1
through 8 inclusive, my novel sales article comprises a
card 1 having loop receiving slits 2 therein, and a locking
strip 3 for simultaneously affixing a plurality of buttons
7 having projecting sew-on loops 6 to the card. Locking
strip 3 has a series of openings 8 corresponding with the
slits 2. A portion 4 of each opening 8 is unobstructed
for fitting over one of said projecting loops 6, and an-
other portion of each opening 8 is obstructed by a tongue
5 extending into it from one edge. The tongues 5 are
aligned for simultaneous insertion into all the sew-on
loops 6 that extend through the slits 2, thus locking the
buttons 7 to the card 1 by a single sliding motion of the
locking strip 3.

Figs. 3 through 8 inclusive show in detail the step by
step procedure followed in accordance with the embodi-
ment of my invention described above. First, as shown
in Figs. 3, 4 and 5, the sew-on loops 6 of a plurality of
buttons 7 are inserted into the slits 2 of the card 1.
Next, as shown in Fig. 6, the unobstructed portions 4 of
the openings 8 in the locking strip 3 are placed over the
projecting loops 6 and the strip 3 is brought against the
card 1." A sliding motion of the locking strip 3 in the
direction of the tongues 5 then serves to lock all of the
buttons 7 to the card 1, as shown in Figs. 7 and 8. Any
individual button 7 may thereafter be readily removed
from card 1 without disturbing the remaining buttons by
tearing or bending the corresponding tongue 5 of lock-
ing strip 3.

Fig. 9 illustrates an embodiment of my invention quite
similar to the one fully disclosed in Figs. 1 through 8 in-
clusive. This includes several rows of openings and
corresponding tongues, whereby several rows of buitons
may be simulianeously attached to the card.

Another form of locking strip 13 is illustrated in
Fig. 10. The strip 13 has a plurality of tongues 15 aleng
one edge 19 for simultaneous insertion into the project-
ing loops 16 of the sales items (not shown) to be attached
to the card 10. The assembly is similar to that previous-
ly described with reference to the other figures. This
embodiment may also be modified by enclosing the group
of tongues 15 within a guide opening 20 as shown in
Fig. 11. The arrangement shown in Fig. 11 may be
further modified in a manner similar to that shown in
Fig. 9, that is, several openings 20 each with tongues
15, may be made in a wide locking sheet, to accom-
modate several rows of buttons.

In all of the foregoing embodiments of my invention
the locking member may, if desired, be adhesively at-
tached to the card in its locked position, in order to
prevent any inadvertent release of the sales items from
the card during handling of the assembled sales article,
The materials of which the card and locking member
are formed may be of various kinds, depending on the
kind of item to be carded and the strength of attach-
ment desired. Usually the card will be composed of
heavy paper or cardboard, although in some cases metal
or a plastic may be preferred. The locking member is
generally composed of a sheet of paper whose thickness
will depend on how strongly the item is to be attached
to the card. Tn some cases, it may be desired simul-
taneously to release all of the carded items and to reuse
the locking member. In that event the locking member
may be composed of a stronger material, such as metal
or a plastic. Obviously the arrangement of the sales
items on the card, the shape of the card and other such
details are subject to considerable variation.

As many apparently widely different embodiments of
the invention may be made without departing from the
spirit and scope hereof, it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited to its specific embodiments ex-
cept as defined in the appended claim.



2,705,071

3

1 claim:

Carded buttons comprising a card provided with a
plurality of spaced slits, a plurality of buttons arranged
in a single row on one side of the card, each having a
sew-on loop passing through one of said slits, and a single
locking strip on the opposite side of the card, said
locking strip including a plurality of correspondingly
spaced, flat, short, wedge-shaped, integral tongues, each
projecting freely in the same direction in the plane of
the strip into a separate opening therein, and each pass-
ing through the sew-on loop of only one of said buttons,
thus attaching the buttons to the card.
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