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UNETED S’E‘ATES
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FRANK C. OSMERS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

DRAPERY-HOLDER FOR SHELVES, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 601,354, dated March 29, 1898,
' Application fled April 2, 1897, Serfal No. 630,346, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frank C. OSMERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Drapery-Holders for
Shelves, &e., of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part hereof.

The object of this invention is to provide
an improved device for the convenient and
easy attachment of drapery to shelves, man-
tels, &c., where it is impossible or undesir-
able to use tacks or other devices of like na-
ture. T&am aware that it has been proposed
heretofore to use clampsfor similar purposes;
but so far as T am aware all of such clamps or
clamping devices have either been incapable
of general use or have been solarge and cum-

bersome as to make it difficult to conceal

them without at least arranging the drapery
in certain set forms. -

My device is capable of application to
shelves or mantels or cornices or moldings
of any description, is inexpensive, holds the
drapery securely, does not require the dra-
pery to be arranged in any special manner,
and may be either wholly concealed or ex-
posed as a feature of ornamentation.

I have illustrated various forms of my de-
vice in the accompanying drawings and will
proceed to describe the features of my inven-
tion more particuldrly with reference thereto.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a portion
of a shelf and itsdrapery in section, with one
form of my improved holder in edge view.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the holder
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa view, partly in
section, of a holder of the same form, but
with & device for securing the drapery there-
to, which forms a feature of ornamentation.
Fig. 4'is a perspective view of a portion of a
shelf having its front edge of a different
form from that shown in Fig. 1, with the
holder adapted thereto. Fig.5 is a perspec-
tive view of a holder adapted to a shelf with
a front edge of still different form, the shelf
being indicated by dotted lines. ’

As represented in the several figures of the
drawings, the holder A consists mainly or
wholly of a narrow strip of sheet metal, more

or less springy, which is bent to conform sub-
stantially to the edge of the horizontal shelf,

 mantel, cornice, or molding B, .to which the

drapery is to be secured, but which com-
prises in each form three several members.
The upper member ¢’ is relatively short and
is bent downward somewhat, so that its edge
shall bear upon the shelf near the front edge
of the latter. The lower member a?is longer
than the member a' and is bent upward
slightly, so that it shall bear against the un-
der sideof the shelf, as at ¢, at a point pref-
erably somewhat beyond the vertical plane
which passes through the bearing-point of
the upper member o', so that the tendency of
the holder to be drawn off from the shelf by
the weight of the drapery shall be resisted.
The middle member a unites the other two
members and conforms more orless in curva-
ture or inclination to the edge of the shelf to
which the holder is applied and bears against
the same. .

It will be noticed that the upper member o'
extends downwardly at an oblique angle with
themiddle member ¢. Thus the lower resili-
ent member causes the upper member to bear
firmly and directly upon the shelf or other
article to which the drapery is to be secured,
and even a strain in aline practically parallel
with the upper and lower surfaces of the shelf
will be resisted.

If the holder is to be wholly concealed by
the drapery, it is used without additional
parts, being provided with holes o4, as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, 4, and 5, through which stitches
may be taken, as indicated at ¢° in Fig. 1, to
secure the drapery thereto.
namental fastening device a° may be em-
ployed, as shown in Fig. 8, having flexible
points a7, which pass through the fabric and
through the holes ¢! and are clenched on the
inside of the holder. B

It will be observed that in the use of my
device the tendency of the downward pull of
the fabric upon the member a to pull the mem-
ber o' off from the upper edge of.the shelf is
resisted by the pressure of the lower member
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a* against the under surface of the shelf and

‘that consequently the holder will remain in

place and will sustain any weight which may
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be attached to it provided such weightisnot
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sufficient to bend the holder out of shape.
Tt will be understood,of course,thatthe holder

~may be made in anyone of a great variety of
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shapes, according to the configuration of the

shelf or other object to which it is applied.

T am aware that it has been proposed to
makea substantially U-shaped tidy-holderto
slip upon the back of a chair, the said back
being substantially vertical and any strain
upon the tidy being in substantially the same
plane as the limbs of the holder. I am also
aware that it has been proposed to ‘make a
U-shaped ¢lip to slip upon or to be secured
to the edge of a drawing board or table tohold
a sheetof paper down uponthe table or board.
In the present case, however, it is to be ob-
served that whatever strain is put upon: the
holder is substantially ‘at right angles to the
general direction of the horizontal members
of the holder, wherefore the holder must be
shaped in a certain manner and its members

must be so related to each other as to enable
it to resist suchstrain withoutbeing dislodged.

I claim as my. invention—

A drapery-holder comprising a.clasp formed
of a single strip having the vertically-dis-
posed member « provided with apertures to
permit the drapery to be secured thereto, a
short downwardly and rearwardly inclined
membera’ and alonger rearwardly-projecting
member ¢ having an upwardly-bent portion
a? in rear of the extremity of the membera/,
and afastening provided with flexible prongs
or points to pass through the drapery and
apertures, to be clenched on the inner side;
substantially as described.

This specification signed and witnessed this
1st: day of April, A. D, 1897,

FRANK C. OSMERS.

In presence of— .

AL N. JESBERA,
AXDREW II. SCOBLE.
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