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The jewelry clasp of the present invention
is intended primarily for securing the two
ends of a ﬁeuble article of jewelry, such for
instance as a necklace or bracelet although
it may have a more extended ﬂel\l of use;

An object of the invention is to provide. a
clasp of this character which cannot become
accidentally unfastened and. which will
render the undetected removal of the neck-
lace very difiicult, thereby insuring against
loss.

As one important feature, the parts of the

clasp are so designed that the ends of the
string of the necklace may be secured in-

side of the clasp parts so that they are con-
cealed from view. L

As a further important feature we design
the entire clasp o as to have substantmlly
the appearance of a single bead of the neck-
lace and without any progevtmo parts which
mey cateh on the clothing or distinguish it as
a chﬁp to the casual obcervel .

As a further important feature the clasp
is formed of a pair of similarly shaped
members of a géneral hemi-prolate-spheroi-
dal form h‘wmo their flat faces provided
with i 1merengag1n0 sarts which may be in-
terlocked only by a 1elauve rotation of the
members in the plane of said flat face.

As a further feature, we provide means
for normally. preventing any relative rota-
tion but so connect the ends of the string of
the necklace that the weight of the necxluce
or the pull on the stri_n‘g ends prevents rela-
tive rotation to unlocking position:

The invention may be more fully under-
stood from the following descrlptlon in coh-

nection with the accompanying. drawings

wherein —
Figure 1 is a fragmentary view of a neck-

lace or bracelet, the ends of which are con-

nected by my 1mp1 oved clasp,

Figure 2 is » longitudinal sectlonal view
thrOUOh the clasp,

I‘loures 3 and 4 are views of the flat faces

of the mating and interengaging clasp mem-

ber,

Figure 5 is a tramsverse section on the
line 55 of Figure 2.

Thie shape 2 and external appearance of the
two 1nte1'locklno members A and B of thé
clasp are sub]eﬂt to wide variation and de-
pend in large measure upon the design of the
necklace or bracelet with which the clasp is
to be used, the latter preferably matching or
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h‘u‘monumw with the color and general ap-
nearance of the necklace or bracelet. For
11111 strative purposes I have mdm‘ued the
clasp as applied to the end of a chain of
beads 11, strung on the flexible device, stich
a-cord or wire 12,'the ends of which dre
respect:we]y anchored to the two sections of
the clasp, the clasp itself being of general
prolate sph roidal shape. Edch,
member thereof presents a flat face mating
with the flat face of the other section and a
rounded generally elhptlcal or oval back.

The mfttmo faces are in a plane lengthwise-

of the neckluce rather than transverse there-
to.
chamber or recess 13 opening ifito the flat
face adjacent to one end and in each cham-
ber is an eye 14 or equalcnu device serving
as. an ﬁnclﬂowoe for the "string or otner
flexible device 12, the ends of thch prefer-
ably pass throv<>h openings 15 in the end
walls of the section and are krotted, tied, or
otherwise Qecured to or about the eyes..

One section, for instance, section B, is pro-

vided +with a centrally- disposed cn‘cular
opemno 16 in its flat face and a stud mem-
ber 17 centrally disposed within said open-
ing is promded with an elongated he‘ld 18.
The other section A is tolmed with a circu-
lar boss 19 fitting the opening 16 i section
B and havihg a “slot 20 therein adapted. to
100°ely receive the head of the stud when
the two sections Lue disposed at right atigles

to each other and the boss 19 is pressed 1 into

the opemno 16. Rotation of the sections
from the dotted line position of Figure 3 to
the position of Figure 2 effects int eﬂockmo
of the head of the stud by movement cross-
wise of the slot. Relative turning movement
of the sections toward non- mterlocked POSi-
fion is preferably prevented by a catch, as
for instance, a tit, o1 at the end of one of
the sections Qnappmfr into a recess 2% in the
opp051te section. The manner of interen-
gaging the twe sections of the clasp is to dis-
pose them at right angles to each other, in-
sert the stud in the slot and rotate them
through 90°, at which point, the tit will snap
into place in the socket and {he stud will hold
the sections against relative separation.
With the clasp in the closed and locked
position of Figure 2, it will be evident that
an unlocking operatlon will involve the rela-
tive advance of the two ends of the necklace
toward each other and a consequent tighten-
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ing of the same so that the undetected re-
moval of the necklace is rendered difficult.
Tt will also be apparent that if the tit should
become disengaged from its pocket, the
weight of the necklace will still tend to
swing the interlocking clasp sections toward

locked position and prevent rotation to a

point where the stud could become acei-
dentally disengaged from the slot. '

Obviously the clasp sections might be in
the nature of a pair of elongated bars o

such length that the unlocking operation
would involve still further tightening or.

shortening of the necklace.

It will be noted that when in locked posi-
tion the knots at the ends of the string are
concealed and that the clasp has the general
appearance of a bead with no projecting
catch parts.

Having thus described our invention
what we claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:— :

1. A jewelry clasp including a pair of
members having flat mating surfaces, a boss
on one member adapted to enter an opening

in the other, said boss having a slot therein,

and a stud 1n the opening adapted to enter
the slot when the members are disposed at
right angles to each other and to extend
beyond the edges of the slot when the mem-

" bers are rotated into mating relationship,

40

said members having chambers therein with
openings for the entrance of a flexible de-
vice whereby the ends of the said flexible
device may be ccncealed and secured inside
of said members. ;

2. A jewelry clasp including. a pair of
members having flat mating surfaces, 2 boss
on one member adapted to enter an opening
in the other, said boss having a slot therein,
and a stud 1n the opening adapted to enter
the slot when the members are disposed at
right angles to each other and to extend
beyond the edges of the slot when the mem-
bers are rotated into mating relationship,
said members having anchoring  devices
therein for string ends and concealeds from
view when the members ave in locked posi-
tion. , ‘ .

3. A jewelry clasp including a pair of
members each having a flat face with a re-
cess therein adapted to receive and retain a
string end, and means for locking said mem-
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bers together with the flat faces in register

“and said recesses concealed.

4. A jewelry clasp including a pair of
members each having a side face with a re-
cess therein adapted to receive a string end,
an opening through the end wall of each of
the: members to said recess through which
the string may extend, and means for lock-
ing ‘said” members together with the side
faces in registry, each member serving to
conceal the recess in the other member.

5. A jewelry clasp including a pair of
members each having a side face with a re-
cess therein adapted to receive a string end,
an opening through the end wall of each of
the members to ‘said recess through which
the string may extend, a stud projecting
from said side face of one of said members,
and the other of said members having an
opening adapted to receive said stud, said
stud and opening being adapted to lock said
members together with said faces in contact,
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upon a relative rotation of said members to

bring said string receiving openings to op-
posite ends of the clasp.

6.- A jewelry clasp including a pair of
members having flat mating surfaces, means
at one end of the mating surface of one
member for attaching one end of a string,
means at one end of the mating surface of
the other member for attaching the other
end of said string, a boss projecting from
the mating surface of one member and
adapted to enter an opening in the mating
surfdce of the other member, said boss hav-
ing a slot therein, a stud in said opening
adapted to enter said slot when sald mem-
bers are disposed with said ends projecting
at right angles to each other, and to extend
beyond the edges of the slot when the mem-
bers are rotated about said boss as an axis,
and with said mating surfaces in superposed
parallel ‘planes to bring said member ends
at opposite ends of the clasp, the string at-
taching means of each member being con-

cealed by the other member when said mem-

bers are in the last mentioned position.

Signed at New York, in the county of
New York and State of New York, Febru-
ary, 1925.

CHARLES H. TATE.
"EDMUND R. NEBELING.
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