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(57) ABSTRACT 

A color image display having a spatially uniform distribu 
tion of at least two different “types” of prism structure. The 
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first type consists of a prism, a color filter associated with 
one of the prism's facets and two color absorbing control 
members, each of which can be biased away from or into 
optical contact with one of the prism's other two facets. The 
color filter has a first spectral absorption characteristic, and 
the control members have Second and third spectral absorp 
tion characteristics respectively. The Second type of prism 
Structure consists of a Second prism, a color filter associated 
with one of the Second prism's facets and at least one color 
absorbing control member which can be biased away from 
or into optical contact with one of the Second prism's other 
two facets. The second prism's color filter and control 
member have fourth and fifth Spectral absorption character 
istics respectively. The Spectral absorption characteristics 
are Selected Such that, for any Selected Set comprising 
proximate ones of each of the two types of prism Structure, 
controlled movement of the members between particular 
Selected combinations of their possible respective positions 
causes the Set as a whole to reflect light which has an average 
Spectral reflectance characteristic corresponding to any one 
of three independent colors, with no one of the independent 
colors being obtainable by mixing any other two of the 
independent colors. 
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COLOR FILTERING AND ABSORBING TOTAL 
INTERNAL REFLECTION IMAGE DISPLAY 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0001. A reflective display device in which total internal 
reflection is twice controllably frustrated at an interface 
between materials having different refractive indices and in 
which subtractive color filtration is employed to yield full 
color images. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 U.S. Pat. No. 5,959,777 (the 777 patent, which is 
incorporated herein by reference) titled “Passive High Effi 
ciency Variable Reflectivity Image Display Device” and 
issued Sep. 28, 1999 discloses a multiple pixel image 
display device. Each pixel has at least one element having a 
reflective State in which incident light undergoes total inter 
nal reflection (“TIR”), and having a non-reflective state in 
which TIR is prevented (i.e. “frustrated”). Such prevention 
is achieved by modifying the evanescent wave associated 
with TIR. Specifically, a member is positioned adjacent the 
element and deformed between first and Second positions. In 
the first position, a gap remains between the member and the 
element to allow the evanescent wave to have the usual 
characteristics for TIR. In the second position, the member 
is in optical contact with the element (that is, the gap 
thickness is Substantially less than an optical wavelength), 
Substantially interfering with the evanescent wave, thus 
preventing TIR. 

0003 U.S. Pat. No. 5,999,307 (the 307 patent, which is 
incorporated herein by reference) titled “Method and Appa 
ratus for Controllable Frustration of Total Internal Reflec 
tion' and issued Dec. 7, 1999 discloses controllable Switch 
ing of a TIR interface by means of an electronically actuated, 
micro-structured, elastomer member to controllably deform 
the member into optical contact with the interface, within a 
continuously variable range of optical contact values, to 
produce the non-reflective State. 
0004 U.S. Pat. No. 6,064,784 (the 784 patent, which is 
incorporated herein by reference) titled “Electrophoretic, 
Dual Refraction Frustration of Total Internal Reflection in 
High Efficiency Variable Reflectivity Image Displays” and 
issued May 16, 2000 discloses that an electrophoretic 
medium can be used to controllably frustrate TIR in an 
image display device employing prismatic reflective Sur 
faces. "Electrophoresis” is a well known phenomenon 
whereby a charged species (i.e. particles, ions or molecules) 
moves through a medium due to the influence of an applied 
electric field. 

0005 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/324,103 (the 
103 application, which is incorporated herein by reference) 

filed Jun. 2, 1999 and titled “Electrophoretic, High Index 
and Phase Transition Control of Total Internal Reflection in 
High Efficiency Variable Reflectivity Image Displays”, dis 
closes usage of charged particles Suspended in a medium to 
electrophoretically control TIR at a retro-reflective surface 
on a high refractive index material; usage of a prismatic 
Structure to redirect ambient light from an overhead light 
Source toward a display image and then from the image to 
the viewing region in front of the image, yielding a high 
contrast reflective display; usage of a transparent planar 
waveguide to frontlight a color display; control of TIR at a 
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retro-reflective Surface by means of a vapour-liquid phase 
transition; and, control of TIR by changing the absorption 
coefficient of a material using electrical, chemical and/or 
electrochemical methods. 

0006 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/449,756 (the 
756 application, which is incorporated herein by reference) 
filed Nov. 26, 1999 and titled “Optical Switching by Con 
trollable Frustration of Total Internal Reflection' discloses 
an optical Switch for controllably switching a TIR interface 
between reflective and non-reflective states. In one embodi 
ment, the Switch has a Stiff-Surfaced elastomer dielectric. A 
Separator maintains a gap between the TIR interface and the 
dielectric's Surface. Variation of a Voltage applied between 
electrodes on the interface and the dielectric's Surface moves 
the Stiffened Surface portion into or away from optical 
contact with the TIR interface. In another embodiment, the 
optical Switch incorporates a cell containing a fluid. One side 
of the cell forms a light incident interface. A membrane is 
Suspended in the fluid. One pair of electrodes is applied to 
opposite Sides of the membrane; and, another electrode pair 
is applied to the Side of the cell forming the interface and to 
the cell's opposite Side, A variable Voltage potential is 
applied between Selected ones of the electrodes. Application 
of the Voltage potential between Selected ones of the mem 
brane and cell electrodes moves the membrane into optical 
contact with the interface, producing the non-reflective State 
at the interface. Application of the Voltage potential between 
other Selected ones of the membrane and cell electrodes 
moves the membrane away from optical contact with the 
interface, producing the reflective State at the interface. 
0007 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/585,552 (the 
552 application, which is incorporated herein by reference) 
filed Jun. 2, 2000 and titled “Enhanced Effective Refractive 
Index Total Internal Reflection Image Display', discloses an 
image display with parallel, macroscopically planar, Struc 
tured Surface, non-light absorptive light deflecting and 
reflecting portions which are longitudinally Symmetrical in 
mutually perpendicular directions, both of which are per 
pendicular to the preferred viewing direction. A liquid 
containing a plurality of movable members contacts the light 
reflecting portion. A controller applies an electromagnetic 
force to Selectively move the members into an evanescent 
wave region adjacent the light reflecting portion to frustrate 
TIR of light rays at Selected points on the light reflecting 
portion. The Structured Surfaces on the light deflecting 
portion deflect light rays incident in the preferred viewing 
direction toward the light reflecting portion by imparting to 
the rays a directional component in the direction of longi 
tudinal Symmetry of the light reflecting portion. The Struc 
tured Surfaces on the light reflecting portion totally inter 
nally reflect the deflected light rays toward the light 
deflecting portion at points other than the Selected points at 
which TIR is frustrated. Then, the structured Surfaces on the 
light deflecting portion again deflect the totally internally 
reflected light rays, cancelling the directional component 
therefrom, such that the deflected totally internally reflected 
light rays emerge from the display in a direction Substan 
tially parallel to the preferred viewing direction. 
0008. The present invention improves upon the prior art 
by facilitating production of color displayS. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

0009. The invention provides a color display having a 
Spatially uniform distribution of at least first and Second 
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types of prism Structure. The first type of prism Structure 
consists of a first prism and a first color filter positioned to 
filter light incident upon a first facet (i.e. base) of the first 
prism. The first color filter has a first selected spectral 
absorption characteristic. A first member having a Second 
Selected Spectral absorption characteristic is movable with 
respect to a Second facet of the first prism between a first 
position in which the first member is in optical contact with 
the Second facet, producing a first absorptive State in which 
total internal reflection of light rays at the Second facet is 
reduced as a function of wavelength in accordance with the 
Second Selected Spectral absorption characteristic, and a 
Second position in which the first member is not in optical 
contact with the Second facet, producing a first reflective 
State in which light incident upon the Second facet is totally 
internally reflected toward a third facet of the first prism. A 
Second member having a third Selected Spectral absorption 
characteristic is movable with respect to the third facet of the 
first prism between a third position in which the second 
member is in optical contact with the third facet, producing 
a Second absorptive State in which total internal reflection of 
light rays at the third facet is reduced as a function of 
wavelength in accordance with the third Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic, and a fourth position in which the 
Second member is not in optical contact with the third facet, 
producing a Second reflective State in which light incident 
upon the third facet is totally internally reflected toward and 
through the first color filter. 
0.010 The second type of prism structure consists of a 
Second prism and a second color filter positioned to filter 
light incident upon a first facet (i.e. base) of the Second 
prism. The Second color filter has a fourth Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic. A third member having a fifth 
Selected Spectral absorption characteristic is movable with 
respect to a Second facet of the Second prism between a fifth 
position in which the third member is in optical contact with 
the Second facet of the Second prism, producing a third 
absorptive State in which total internal reflection of light rays 
at the Second facet of the Second prism is reduced as a 
function of wavelength in accordance with the fifth selected 
Spectral absorption characteristic, and a Sixth position in 
which the third member is not in optical contact with the 
Second facet of the Second prism, producing a third reflective 
State in which light incident upon the Second facet of the 
Second prism is totally internally reflected at the Second 
facet of the Second prism. 
0.011 The spectral absorption characteristics are selected 
Such that, for any Selected Set comprising proximate ones of 
all of the types of prism Structure included in the display, 
controlled movement of the members between particular 
Selected combinations of their possible respective positions 
causes the Set to reflect light which has an average spectral 
reflectance characteristic corresponding to any one of three 
independent colors, with no one of the independent colors 
being obtainable by mixing any other two of the independent 
colors. 

0012 Advantageously, the second type of prism structure 
also has a fourth member having a Sixth Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic. The fourth member is movable 
with respect to a third facet of the Second prism between a 
seventh position in which the fourth member is in optical 
contact with the third facet of the Second prism, producing 
a fourth absorptive state in which total internal reflection of 
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light rays at the third facet of the Second prism is reduced as 
a function of wavelength in accordance with the Sixth 
Selected Spectral absorption characteristic, and an eighth 
position in which the fourth member is not in optical contact 
with the third facet of the Second prism, producing a fourth 
reflective state in which light incident upon the third facet of 
the Second prism is totally internally reflected toward and 
through the Second color filter. 
0013 The spatially uniform distribution preferably 
includes a third type of prism Structure consisting of a third 
prism and a third color filter positioned to filter light incident 
upon a first facet (i.e. base) of the third prism. The third color 
filter has a Seventh Selected Spectral absorption characteris 
tic. A fifth member having an eighth Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic is movable with respect to a Second 
facet of the third prism between a ninth position in which the 
fifth member is in optical contact with the second facet of the 
third prism, producing a fifth absorptive State in which total 
internal reflection of light rays at the second facet of the third 
prism is reduced as a function of wavelength in accordance 
with the eighth Selected Spectral absorption characteristic, 
and a tenth position in which the fifth member is not in 
optical contact with the Second facet of the third prism, 
producing a fifth reflective State in which light incident upon 
the second facet of the third prism is totally internally 
reflected toward a third facet of the third prism. A sixth 
member having a ninth Selected Spectral absorption charac 
teristic, the sixth member movable with respect to a third 
facet of the third prism between an eleventh position in 
which the sixth member is in optical contact with the third 
facet of the third prism, producing a Sixth absorptive State in 
which total internal reflection of light rays at the third facet 
of the third prism is reduced as a function of wavelength in 
accordance with the ninth Selected Spectral absorption char 
acteristic, and a twelfth position in which the Sixth member 
is not in optical contact with the third facet of the third 
prism, producing a sixth reflective State in which light 
incident upon the third facet of the third prism is totally 
internally reflected toward and through the third color filter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0014 FIG. 1A is a fragmented cross-sectional view, on a 
greatly enlarged Scale, of a portion of a color image display 
having a filter with different color Segments atop a reflective, 
high refractive index prismatic material. FIG. 1B depicts an 
alternate embodiment in which the color filter is embedded 
within the prismatic material. 
0.015 FIG. 2A is similar to FIG. 1B and shows an 
electrode Structure for Selectably and controllably moving a 
colored, flexible control element between a first position in 
which a gap remains between the element and the longitu 
dinally opposed facets of two prisms adjacent to the element, 
and a Second position in which the element is in optical 
contact with the longitudinally opposed facets of the two 
prisms. 

0016 FIG. 2B is similar to FIG. 1B and shows an 
electrode structure for selectably and controllably electro 
phoretically moving a group of colored absorptive particles 
between a first position in which a gap remains between the 
particle group and the longitudinally opposed facets of two 
prisms adjacent to the particle group, and a Second position 
in which the particle group is in optical contact with the 
longitudinally opposed facets of the two prisms. 
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0017 FIG. 2C is a fragmented cross-sectional view, on a 
greatly enlarged Scale, of a portion of a color image display 
formed by interleaving two different filter-prism-control 
member Structures, and shows an electrode Structure for 
Selectably and controllably moving a colored control mem 
ber between a first position in which a gap remains between 
the member and an adjacent prism facet, and a Second 
position in which the member is in optical contact with the 
adjacent prism facet. 
0018 FIG. 3A schematically shows a FIG. 1A type 
display with FIG. 2A type control elements actuated to 
display the color white. FIGS. 3B-3H show the FIG. 3A 
Structure actuated to display the colors yellow, magenta, 
Cyan, red, green, blue and black respectively. 
0.019 FIG. 4A is a fragmented, pictorial illustration, on 
a greatly enlarged Scale, of a prismatic sheet material. FIG. 
4B shows the FIG. 4A sheet, with each channel between 
each longitudinally adjacent prism facet pair partitioned at 
Spaced intervals to form a multiplicity of compartments 
along each Such channel. 
0020 FIG. 5A is a fragmented, pictorial illustration, on 
a greatly enlarged Scale, of a portion of a display combining 
the FIG. 1A prismatic material and external color filter with 
the FIG. 2B segmented electrode and colored absorptive 
particle group structure. FIG. 5B is a fragmented, pictorial 
illustration, on a greatly enlarged Scale, of a portion of a 
display combining the FIG. 1B prismatic material and 
embedded color filter with the FIG. 2B segmented electrode 
and Subtractive colored absorptive particle group structure. 

DESCRIPTION 

0021 FIG. 1A depicts a portion of an image display in 
which a sheet 10 of high refractive index prismatic material 
is positioned with its flat viewing Surface 12 outward and its 
prism-bearing surface 14 inward. Prisms 16A, 16B, 16C 
forming Surface 14 may have any one of a wide range of 
prism or near-prism shapes, the only requirement being that 
the prisms be capable of totally internally reflecting incident 
light rays unless TIR is frustrated as hereinafter explained. 
Viewing surface 12 coincides with the flat base (or “first 
facet") portions of each of prisms 16A, 16B, 16C and of 
many other prisms (not shown) which extend longitudinally 
parallel to prisms 16A, 16B, 16C on either side thereof as 
viewed in FIG. 1A. Each one of prisms 16A, 16B, 16C, etc. 
is Symmetrical about its longitudinal axis over the entire 
length of the prism (i.e. the cross-sectional shape of each 
prism does not vary as a function of length along the prism's 
longitudinal axis). 
0022. Sheet 10 may, for example, be a thin layer of zinc 
sulfide (ZnS, na-2.4), titanium dioxide (TiO, na-2.5), nio 
bium pentoxide (NbOs, ns2.3) or zirconium oxide (ZrO, 
ns2.1). Although higher refractive index materials are gen 
erally preferred, sheet 10 may alternatively be formed of a 
lower refractive indeX material Such as polycarbonate 
(ns 1.6) if a multiple layered prismatic geometry is used, as 
described in the 784 patent, to enhance the refractive index 
mismatch at the TIR interface. Prisms 16A, 16B, 16C may 
be formed on Surface 14 by machining an initially flat sheet 
to generate the prisms, or, by depositing high refractive 
indeX material via Sputtering or evaporation techniques into 
a machined mould constituting a physical “negative' of the 
desired prismatic surface 10. Prisms 16A, 16B, 16C need 
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only be about 2 microns deep, and sheet 10 need only be 
sufficiently thick (i.e. 5-10 microns) to facilitate provision of 
a generally but not perfectly flat frontward Surface 12. If 
sheet 10 is insufficiently thick to be self-supporting, an 
additional transparent sheet (not shown) can be affixed to flat 
Surface 12 to provide the necessary Support. Any Such 
additional sheet should be designed to minimize refraction 
of incident light rays and thus minimize the impact of Such 
additional sheet on the optical characteristics of the device, 
as hereinafter explained. If a lower refractive index material 
Such as polycarbonate is used, sheet 10 may be formed using 
well-known polycarbonate micro-replication techniques. 
0023. A subtractive color filter 18A having a repetitively 
adjacent yellow Segment F, magenta Segment FM, Cyan 
Segment F. Structure is applied atop outward viewing Sur 
face 12. This can for example be achieved by applying to 
outward viewing Surface 12 a thin layer of a Suitably colored 
adhesive having a refractive indeX Substantially Similar to 
that of sheet 10. The adhesive layer should be sufficiently 
thin and Sufficiently transparent that it does not cause 
Substantial deflection of either incoming or outgoing light 
rays, and Such that it does not contribute Substantially to the 
overall thickness of sheet 10. Care is taken to orient yellow 
Segment F. So that, when viewed along a notional axis (not 
shown) perpendicular to Surface 12 and intersecting the apex 
of prism 16A, yellow Segment F coverS Substantially the 
entire base portion of prism 16A without covering Substan 
tial portions of either of the prisms adjacent thereto. Simi 
larly, magenta segment FM is oriented So that, when viewed 
along a notional axis (not shown) perpendicular to Surface 
12 and interSecting the apex of prism 16B, magenta Segment 
FM covers Substantially the entire base portion of prism 16B 
without covering substantial portions of either of prisms 16A 
or 16C, and, Cyan Segment F is oriented So that, when 
viewed along a notional axis (not shown) perpendicular to 
Surface 12 and interSecting the apex of prism 16C, Cyan 
Segment F coverS Substantially the entire base portion of 
prism 16C without covering substantial portions of either of 
the prisms adjacent thereto. 
0024 FIG. 1B depicts a portion of an alternate image 
display in which subtractive color filter 18B (again having a 
repetitively adjacent yellow Segment F, magenta Segment 
FM, Cyan Segment F. Structure) is embedded within sheet 10 
to more precisely orient Segments F, FM, F over the bases 
of prisms 16A, 16B, 16C respectively, as aforesaid. This can 
for example be achieved by printing Segments F, FM, F as 
a continuously repeated pattern of Suitably colored Stripes on 
a Mylar'. Sheet using conventional photographic printing 
techniques, then using micro-replication techniques to cast 
prisms 16A, 16B, 16C on the MylarTM sheet atop the printed 
filter Segments. 

0025 FIG. 2A shows sheet 10 and its internally embed 
ded F, FM, F Segmented Subtractive color filter 18B 
Supported adjacent a Substrate 20 which extends parallel to 
flat viewing Surface 12. Although FIG. 2A depicts a gap 
between substrate 20 and the apices of prisms 16A, 16B, 
16C no Such gap is required and it may in Some cases be 
more convenient to manufacture the FIG. 2A apparatus with 
the prisms apices contacting and/or bonded to Substrate 20. 
A first, transparent electrode 22 is deposited on and extends 
continuously over Substantially the entirety of inward prism 
bearing Surface 14. A plurality of discrete electrode Seg 
ments 24, 26, 28, 30 are respectively deposited on Substrate 
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20. Care is taken to orient electrode segment 24 so that it 
extends adjacent and parallel to the leftward (as viewed in 
FIG. 2A) facet of prism 16A. Similarly, electrode segment 
26 extends adjacent and parallel to the rightward facet of 
prism 16A, and, adjacent and parallel to the leftward facet 
of prism 16B. Electrode segment 28 extends adjacent and 
parallel to the rightward facet of prism 16B, and, adjacent 
and parallel to the leftward facet of prism 16C. Electrode 
Segment 30 extends adjacent and parallel to the rightward 
facet of prism 16C. 
0026. A flexible, Cyan colored movable control element 
C is fixed to substrate 20 above electrode segment 26. As 
depicted in FIG. 2A, control element C is in a non-actuated 
State in which control element C is retracted toward Sub 
strate 20, away from the rightward facet of prism 16A and 
away from the longitudinally adjacent leftward facet of 
prism 16B, leaving a gap between control element C and 
the prism facets. This can be achieved by forming control 
element C of an electrically conductive (or flexible con 
ductor-bearing) elastomer material which can be controlla 
bly electronically actuated to deform the material into opti 
cal contact with the prism facets, and which regains its 
original Shape when Such electronic actuation is discontin 
ued. Specifically, a first Voltage potential is applied between 
electrodes 22, 26 to produce an electrostatic force which 
biases control element C toward Substrate 20 in the afore 
mentioned non-actuated retracted State, leaving a gap 
between control element C and the longitudinally adjacent 
right-ward, leftward facets of prisms 16A, 16B respectively, 
as seen in FIG. 2A. A second Voltage potential is applied 
between electrodes 22, 26 to produce an electrostatic force 
which biases control element C toward sheet 10, placing 
control element C in optical (but not electrical) contact with 
the adjacent rightward, leftward facets of prisms 16A, 16B 
respectively. In either case, control element C can be 
maintained at ground potential. Avoidance of electrical 
contact between control element C and electrode 22 can be 
achieved by applying a thin, transparent layer of electrically 
insulating material to the control element, or to electrode 22, 
or both. 

0027. A similarly shaped and sized, but yellow colored 
flexible, deformable control element C is fixed to substrate 
20 above electrode segment 28, between the rightward facet 
of prism 16B and the longitudinally adjacent leftward facet 
of prism 16C. Application of the first voltage potential 
between electrodes 22, 28 biases (retracts) control element 
C toward Substrate 20, leaving a gap between control 
element C and the adjacent rightward, leftward facets of 
prisms 16B, 16C respectively. Application of the second 
Voltage potential between electrodes 22, 28 biases control 
element C toward sheet 10, placing control element C in 
optical contact with the longitudinally adjacent rightward, 
leftward facets of prisms 16B, 16C respectively, as seen in 
FIG. 2A. 

0028. Similarly shaped and sized, but magenta colored 
flexible, deformable control elements CM are fixed to Sub 
strate 20 above electrode segments 24, 30 respectively. The 
leftward control element CM is positioned between the 
leftward facet of prism 16A and the longitudinally adjacent 
rightward facet of the (partially shown) prism to the left of 
prism 16A. The rightward control element CM is positioned 
between the rightward facet of prism 16C and the longitu 
dinally adjacent leftward facet of the (partially shown) prism 
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to the right of prism 16C. Application of the first voltage 
potential between electrodes 22, 24 biases leftward control 
element CM toward Substrate 20, leaving a gap between 
leftward control element CM and the adjacent leftward facet 
of prism 16A. Application of the Second Voltage potential 
between electrodes 22, 24 biases leftward control element 
C. toward sheet 10, placing leftward control element CM in 
optical contact with the adjacent leftward facet of prism 
16A, as seen in FIG. 2A. Application of the first voltage 
potential between electrodes 22, 30 biases rightward control 
element CM toward Substrate 20, leaving a gap between 
rightward control element CM and the adjacent rightward 
facet of prism 16C. Application of the Second Voltage 
potential between electrodes 22, 30 biases rightward control 
element CM toward Sheet 10, placing rightward control 
element CM in optical contact with the adjacent rightward 
facet of prism 16C, as seen in FIG. 2A. The optical 
characteristics of Substrate 20 are relatively unimportant; 
Substrate 20 need only Serve as a Suitable mounting Support 
for electrode segments 24, 26, 28, 30 and for control 
elements Cc, Cy, CM. 
0029 FIG. 2B shows sheet 10 and its internally embed 
ded F, FM, F Segmented Subtractive color filter 18B 
Supported adjacent a Substrate 32 which extends parallel to 
flat viewing Surface 12 and is bonded to the apices of prisms 
16A, 16B, 16C creating a plurality of prism-shaped channels 
34A, 34B, 34C, 34D between the adjacent facets of prisms 
16A, 16B, 16C, the rightward facet of the (partially shown) 
prism to the left of prism 16A and the leftward facet of the 
(partially shown) prism to the right of prism 16C. AS in the 
FIG. 2A embodiment, a first, transparent electrode 22 is 
deposited on and extends continuously over Substantially the 
entirety of inward prism-bearing Surface 14. A plurality of 
discrete electrode segments 24, 26, 28, 30 are respectively 
deposited on Substrate 20. Care is taken to orient electrode 
Segment 24 So that it extends within channel 34A adjacent 
and parallel to the leftward (as viewed in FIG. 2B) facet of 
prism 16A. Similarly, electrode segment 26 extends within 
channel 34B adjacent and parallel to the rightward facet of 
prism 16A, and, adjacent and parallel to the leftward facet 
of prism 16B. Electrode segment 28 extends within channel 
34C adjacent and parallel to the rightward facet of prism 
16B; and, adjacent and parallel to the leftward facet of prism 
16C. Electrode segment 30 extends within channel 34D 
adjacent and parallel to the rightward facet of prism 16C. 
0030. An electrophoresis medium is confined within each 
one of channels 34A, 34B, 34C, 34D Such that the electro 
phoresis medium in channel 34A contacts the leftward facet 
of prism 16A, the electrophoresis medium in channel 34B 
contacts the rightward facet of prism 16A and the leftward 
facet of prism 16B, the electrophoresis medium in channel 
34C contacts the rightward facet of prism 16B and the 
leftward facet of prism 16C, and the electrophoresis medium 
in channel 34D contacts the rightward facet of prism 16C. 
The electrophoresis medium is preferably a low refractive 
index, low Viscosity, electrically insulating liquid Such as 
FluorinertTM Electronic Liquid F-72 (ins1.25) or F-75 
(ns 1.27) heat transfer media available from 3M, St. Paul, 
Minn. A Fluorinert:ZnS TIR interface is thus formed 
(assuming ZnS is used to form sheet 10). 
0031. The electrophoresis medium within channel 34A 
contains a finely dispersed Suspension of light absorptive 
magenta colored particles PM Such as dyed silica (ns 1.44) 
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particles, latex (ns 1.5) particles, pigment (in variable) par 
ticles, etc. AS used herein in reference to particles or control 
elements, the term “light absorptive' includes particles (or 
control elements) which are either light absorptive, or which 
are both light absorptive and light Scattering, but does not 
include particles (or control elements) having only a light 
Scattering characteristic with no light absorption character 
istic. The optical characteristics of Substrate 32 are relatively 
unimportant; sheet 32 need only form channels 34A, 34B, 
34C, 34D for containment of the electrophoresis medium 
and particles. The electrophoresis medium within channel 
34B contains a finely dispersed Suspension of light absorp 
tive Cyan colored particles P, the electrophoresis medium 
within channel 34C contains a finely dispersed Suspension of 
light absorptive yellow colored particles P and the electro 
phoresis medium within channel 34D contains a finely 
dispersed Suspension of light absorptive magenta colored 
particles PM. 
0032) The FIG. 2B embodiment facilitates frustration of 
TIR without the need for mechanical movement of control 
elements as in the FIG. 2A embodiment, without the need 
for maintenance of a gap (i.e. a region of non-optical contact 
between the control elements and inward prism-bearing 
surface 14) whenever TIR is not to be frustrated, and without 
the need for precisely matching flat surfaces at the TIR 
interface (i.e. on the facets of prisms 16A, 16B, 16C). 
Mechanical frustration of TIR is best accomplished at a flat 
Surface, Since it is easier to achieve optical contact at a flat 
Surface. It is comparatively difficult to mechanically frus 
trate TIR at a prismatic surface, due to the difficulty in 
attaining the required matching alignment accurately 
between the prismatic Surface and the part which is to be 
mechanically moved into and out of optical contact with the 
prismatic Surface. However, a liquid electrophoretic medium 
easily flows to Surround reflective prism-bearing Surface 14, 
thus eliminating the alignment difficulty and rendering prac 
tical the usage of a prismatic micro-structured Surface as the 
TIR interface. 

0033. Before further explaining the operation of the FIG. 
2B embodiment, it is useful to review Some well known 
color theory principles. The CIE chromaticity coordinate 
System is used to define any desired color hue as a mixture 
of appropriate intensities of three primary colorS X, Y, Z in 
an appropriate ratio. For example, a desired color Q can be 
obtained by mixing an intensity a of color X, an intensity b 
of color Y, and an intensity c of color Z. This is represented 
mathematically as Q=aX--by--cZ. X, Y, Z can be thought of 
as respectively representing the three mutually perpendicu 
lar color intensity (chromaticity) axes of a chromaticity 
coordinate system, defining a color “volume” within which 
all possible colors can be located. The aforementioned color 
Q is defined by the coordinates (a,b,c) within this volume. 
Although it is often convenient to use either the primary 
additive colors red (R), green (G) and blue (B); or, the 
primary Subtractive colors Cyan (C), magenta (M), yellow 
(Y) as the color intensity (chromaticity) axes of a chroma 
ticity coordinate System, many other axial colors can be used 
to define different chromaticity coordinate Systems capable 
of representing all possible colors. It is only necessary to 
ensure that no one of the three Selected axial colors can be 
obtained by mixing the other two selected axial colors. By 
moving a color absorptive member through a range of 
optical contact or near optical contact positions relative to a 
prism facet, one may vary the relative color intensity of light 
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rays reflected (as hereinafter explained) at that facet, thereby 
generating any desired average reflectance spectrum (corre 
sponding to any desired CIE chromaticity coordinates) over 
the Surface of a Selected Subset of prismatic elements. 
Accordingly, although the present invention is hereinafter 
primarily described in terms of the primary Subtractive 
colorS Cyan, magenta, and yellow; and, in terms of the 
primary additive colors red, green and blue, perSons skilled 
in the art will understand that any CIE chromaticity coor 
dinate System can be used to implement the invention. 

0034. It is also convenient to recollect that, when mixed 
together in equal amounts of equal intensity proportions, the 
primary Subtractive colorS Cyan, magenta, and yellow yield 
the color black. The term “subtractive” implies that a 
material of a given color absorbs light of a given wavelength 
(i.e. color), and reflects all others. For example, a magenta 
colored material absorbs green light while reflecting red and 
blue light; a Cyan colored material absorbs red light while 
reflecting green and blue light; and, a yellow colored mate 
rial absorbs blue light while reflecting red and green light. 
When mixed together in equal amounts of equal intensity 
proportions, the primary additive colors red, green and blue 
yield the color white. The term “additive” implies that 
different combinations of red, green and blue wavelengths 
(i.e. colors) yield other colors. If equal amounts of equal 
intensity proportions of only the two primary colorS red and 
green are mixed together the resultant color appears yellow. 
Similarly, a mixture of equal amounts of equal intensity 
proportions of red and blue yields the color magenta; and, a 
mixture of equal amounts of equal intensity proportions of 
green and blue yields the color Cyan. The color black 
corresponds to a complete absence of any colors. 

0035) The embodiments of FIGS. 2A and 2B have three 
different “types” of prism structures. Each of the three types 
consists of a prism, a color filter with a first Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic (i.e. absorption as a function of 
wavelength) associated with a first facet (i.e. base) of the 
prism, a first control member with a Second Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic associated with a Second facet of 
the prism, and a Second control member with a third Selected 
Spectral absorption characteristic associated with a third 
facet of the prism. There is no essential relationship between 
the Spectral absorption characteristics Selected for any one of 
the three types of prism Structure and those Selected for 
either of the other two types of prism structures. One need 
only ensure that the Spectral absorption characteristics are 
Selected Such that, for any Selected Set comprising proximate 
ones of all three types of prism Structure, controlled move 
ment of the members between particular Selected combina 
tions of their possible respective positions causes the Set as 
a whole to reflect light which has an average spectral 
reflectance characteristic corresponding to any one of three 
independent colors. "Independent’ means that no one of the 
three colors is obtainable by mixing any other two of the 
three colors. “Proximate” means that all of the prism struc 
tures in the Set are Sufficiently close to one another that the 
human eye does not distinguish light rays exiting from any 
one prism Structure in the Set apart from light rays exiting 
from any other prism Structure in the Set. A large number of 
each of the three types of prism Structures are interleaved to 
provide a Spatially uniform distribution of all three types in 
any Selected macroscopic portion of the display. 
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0036) Prism 16A shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B is accord 
ingly exemplary of a “first type of prism Structure having 
a color filter F with a yellow spectral absorption charac 
teristic, a control member (element) CM (or particles PM) 
with a magenta Spectral absorption characteristic, and a 
control member (element) C (or particles P.) with a Cyan 
Spectral absorption characteristic. Similarly, prism 16B 
shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B is a “second type of prism 
Structure having a color filter FM with a magenta spectral 
absorption characteristic, a control member (element) C (or 
particles P.) with a Cyan spectral absorption characteristic, 
and a control member (element) C (or particles P.) with a 
yellow spectral absorption characteristic, and, prism 16C 
shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B is a “third” type of prism 
Structure having a color filter F with a Cyan Spectral 
absorption characteristic, a control member (element) C (or 
particles Ps) with a yellow spectral absorption characteris 
tic, and a control member (element) CM (or particles PM) 
with a magenta Spectral absorption characteristic. 
0037. It will accordingly be understood, with reference to 
FIGS. 1A and 1B, that yellow filter segment F. absorbs 
incident blue light while allowing only incident red or green 
light to pass through yellow filter Segment F into prism 
16A, magenta filter Segment FM absorbs incident green light 
while allowing only incident red or blue light to pass through 
magenta filter Segment FM into prism 16B, and, Cyan filter 
Segment F. absorbs incident red light while allowing only 
incident green or blue light to pass through Cyan filter 
Segment F into prism 16C. 
0038 Turning now to FIG.2B, if a first voltage potential 
is applied across the electrophoretic medium in channel 34A 
(i.e. between electrodes 22, 24) the magenta colored par 
ticles PM Suspended in the electrophoretic medium in chan 
nel 34A are electrophoretically moved to within about 0.25 
micron of the TIR interface at the leftward facet of prism 
16A (i.e. inside the evanescent wave region, as is illustrated 
for particles PM in channel 34A in FIG. 2B). As previously 
explained, yellow filter Segment F allows only red or green 
light to pass into prism 16A, and, a magenta colored material 
absorbs green light while reflecting red and blue light. 
Accordingly, when electrophoretically moved as aforesaid, 
magenta colored particles PM in channel 34A absorb green 
light at the leftward facet of prism 16A by causing a 
refractive index mismatch for green light at the TIR inter 
face, but without causing a mismatch for red light. Green 
light rays are therefore absorbed as they Strike particles PM 
inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR interface at the 
leftward facet of prism 16A, whereas red light rays are 
unaffected and are totally internally reflected toward the 
rightward facet of prism 16A. If a Second Voltage potential 
is applied across the electrophoretic medium in channel 34A 
the magenta colored particles PM in channel 34A are elec 
trophoretically moved away from the TIR interface at the 
leftward facet of prism 16A, thus allowing both red and 
green light rays which pass through yellow filter segment F. 
to be totally internally reflected at the TIR interface toward 
the rightward facet of prism 16A. 
0039. If a third voltage potential is applied across the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34B (i.e. between elec 
trodes 22,26) the Cyan colored particles Pc suspended in the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34B are electrophoreti 
cally moved to within about 0.25 micron of the TIR inter 
faces at the rightward facet of prism 16A and at the leftward 
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facet of prism 16B. AS explained in the preceding paragraph, 
yellow filter Segment F. atop prism 16A and Selective 
electrophoretic movement of magenta colored particles PM 
in channel 34A enSures that only red light rays or a combi 
nation of both red and green light rays are totally internally 
reflected toward the rightward facet of prism 16A. As was 
also previously explained, a Cyan colored material absorbs 
red light while reflecting green and blue light. Accordingly, 
when Cyan colored particles P are electrophoretically 
moved inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR inter 
face at the rightward facet of prism 16A, any red light rays 
reaching that interface are absorbed, whereas any green light 
rays reaching that interface are totally internally reflected 
toward and through yellow filter Segment F, which passes 
green light rays as previously explained. 
0040. It is well known to persons familiar with optical ray 
tracing techniques that the above described ray paths are 
reversible. For example, instead of first encountering the 
leftward facet of prism 16A, red or green light rays passing 
through yellow filter segment F may instead first encounter 
the rightward facet of prism 16A. In Such case, and if the 
Cyan colored particles P in channel 34B are electrophoreti 
cally moved inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR 
interface at the rightward facet of prism 16A, then any red 
light rays reaching that interface are absorbed, whereas any 
green light rays reaching that interface are totally internally 
reflected toward the leftward facet of prism 16A. If the Cyan 
colored particles P in channel 34B are not electrophoreti 
cally moved to within about 0.25 micron of the TIR interface 
at the rightward facet of prism 16Athen the red light rays are 
also totally internally reflected toward leftward facet of 
prism 16A. If the magenta colored particles PM in channel 
34A are electrophoretically moved inside the evanescent 
wave region of the TIR interface at the leftward facet of 
prism 16A, then any green light rays reaching that interface 
are absorbed, whereas any red light rays reaching that 
interface are totally internally reflected toward and exit 
through yellow filter Segment F. If the magenta colored 
particles PM in channel 34A are not electrophoretically 
moved to within about 0.25 micron of the TIR interface at 
the leftward facet of prism 16A, then the green light rays are 
also totally internally reflected toward and exit through 
yellow filter segment F. Persons skilled in the art will 
understand that Similar principles of reversibility apply to all 
of the ray paths described herein (including the claims); and, 
that the invention defined by the accompanying claims in not 
restricted to any particular light ray direction. 
0041) If a fourth voltage potential is applied across the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34B the Cyan colored 
particles P. Suspended in the electrophoretic medium in 
channel 34B are electrophoretically moved away from the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16A (as is 
illustrated for particles P in channel 34B in FIG. 2B), thus 
allowing both red and green light rays which pass yellow 
filter segment F and which are totally internally reflected by 
the TIR interface at the leftward facet of prism 16A to be 
further totally internally reflected by the TIR interface at the 
rightward facet of prism 16A toward and through yellow 
filter Segment F, which passes both red and green light rays 
as previously explained. 

0042. Now consider the situation in which Cyan colored 
particles P in channel 34B are electrophoretically moved as 
aforesaid inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR 
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interface at the leftward facet of prism 16B. As previously 
explained, magenta filter Segment FM allows only red or blue 
light to pass into prism 16B, and, a Cyan colored material 
absorbs red light while reflecting green and blue light. 
Accordingly, when electrophoretically moved as aforesaid, 
Cyan colored particles P in channel 34B absorb red light at 
the leftward facet of prism 16B by causing a refractive index 
mismatch for red light at the TIR interface, but without 
causing a mismatch for blue light. Red light rays are 
therefore absorbed as they strike particles P inside the 
evanescent wave region of the TIR interface at the leftward 
facet of prism 16B, whereas blue light rays are unaffected 
and are totally internally reflected toward the rightward facet 
of prism 16B. When the fourth voltage potential is applied 
across the electrophoretic medium in channel 34B the Cyan 
colored particles P in channel 34B are electrophoretically 
moved away from the TIR interface at the leftward facet of 
prism 16B, thus allowing both red and blue light rays which 
pass magenta filter Segment FM to be totally internally 
reflected at the TIR interface toward the rightward facet of 
prism 16B. 
0043. If a fifth voltage potential is applied across the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34C (i.e. between elec 
trodes 22, 28) the yellow colored particles P suspended in 
the electrophoretic medium in channel 34C are electro 
phoretically moved to within about 0.25 micron of the TIR 
interfaces at the rightward facet of prism 16B and at the 
leftward facet of prism 16C (as is illustrated for particles P. 
in channel 34C in FIG. 2B). As previously explained, 
magenta filter segment FM atop prism 16B and Selective 
electrophoretic movement of Cyan colored particles P in 
channel 34B ensures that only red light rays or a combina 
tion of both red and blue light rays are totally internally 
reflected toward the rightward facet of prism 16B. As was 
also previously explained, a yellow colored material absorbs 
blue light while reflecting red and green light. Accordingly, 
when yellow colored particles P are electrophoretically 
moved inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR inter 
face at the rightward facet of prism 16B, any blue light rays 
reaching that interface are absorbed, whereas any red light 
rays reaching that interface are totally internally reflected 
toward and through magenta filter Segment FM, which 
passes red light rays as previously explained. 
0044) If a sixth voltage potential is applied across the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34C the yellow colored 
particles P. Suspended in the electrophoretic medium in 
channel 34C are electrophoretically moved away from the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16B, thus 
allowing both red and blue light rays which pass magenta 
filter segment FM and which are totally internally reflected 
by the TIR interface at the leftward facet of prism 16B to be 
further totally internally reflected by the TIR interface at the 
rightward facet of prism 16B toward and through magenta 
filter Segment FM, which passes both red and blue light rays 
as previously explained. 

0.045 Now consider the situation in which yellow colored 
particles P in channel 34C are electrophoretically moved as 
aforesaid inside the evanescent wave region of the TIR 
interface at the leftward facet of prism 16C. As previously 
explained, Cyan filter Segment Fallows only green or blue 
light to pass into prism 16C, and, a yellow colored material 
absorbs blue light while reflecting red and green light. 
Accordingly, when electrophoretically moved as aforesaid, 
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yellow colored particles P in channel 34C absorb blue light 
at the leftward facet of prism 16C by causing a refractive 
index mismatch for blue light at the TIR interface, but 
without causing a mismatch for green light. Blue light rays 
are therefore absorbed as they Strike particles P inside the 
evanescent wave region of the TIR interface at the leftward 
facet of prism 16C, whereas green light rays are unaffected 
and are totally internally reflected toward the rightward facet 
of prism 16C. When the sixth voltage potential is applied 
across the electrophoretic medium in channel 34C the yel 
low colored particles P in channel 34C are electrophoreti 
cally moved away from the TIR interface at the leftward 
facet of prism 16C, thus allowing both green and blue light 
rays which pass Cyan filter Segment F to be totally inter 
nally reflected at the TIR interface toward the rightward 
facet of prism 16C. 
0046) If a seventh voltage potential is applied across the 
electro-phoretic medium in channel 34D (i.e. between elec 
trodes 22,30) the magenta colored particles PM suspended 
in the electrophoretic medium in channel 34D are electro 
phoretically moved to within about 0.25 micron of the TIR 
interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C (as is illustrated 
for particles PM in channel 34D in FIG. 2B). As previously 
explained, Cyan filter Segment F atop prism 16C and 
Selective electrophoretic movement of yellow colored par 
ticles P in channel 34C ensures that only green light rays or 
a combination of both green and blue light rays are totally 
internally reflected toward the rightward facet of prism 16C. 
AS was also previously explained, a magenta colored mate 
rial absorbs green light while reflecting red and blue light. 
Accordingly, when magenta colored particles PM are elec 
trophoretically moved inside the evanescent wave region of 
the TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C, any 
green light rays reaching that interface are absorbed, 
whereas any blue light rays reaching that interface are totally 
internally reflected toward and through the Cyan filter 
Segment F atop prism 16C, which passes blue light rays as 
previously explained. 
0047. If an eighth voltage potential is applied across the 
electrophoretic medium in channel 34D the magenta colored 
particles PM Suspended in the electrophoretic medium in 
channel 34D are electrophoretically moved away from the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C, thus 
allowing both green and blue light rays which pass the Cyan 
filter Segment F atop prism 16C and which are totally 
internally reflected by the TIR interface at the leftward facet 
of prism 16C to be further totally internally reflected by the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C toward and 
through the Cyan filter Segment F atop prism 16C, which 
passes both green and blue light rays as previously 
explained. 

0048 FIGS. 3A-3H illustrate the foregoing, with I, I, 
I representing incident red, green and blue light rays 
respectively; and, RR, Ros, RE respectively representing red, 
green and blue light rays which undergo total internal 
reflection twice and exit in a direction Substantially opposite 
to the direction of the incident light rays. For clarity, FIGS. 
3A-3H do not show any electrodes; Cyan, yellow and 
magenta colored control elements C, C, CM are shown 
instead of electrophoretically movable subtractive colored 
particles, and, the Subtractive filter incorporating yellow, 
magenta and Cyan filter Segments F, FM, F is shown atop 
prisms 16A, 16B, 16C respectively rather than being embed 
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ded therein. Persons skilled in the art will however under 
Stand that one could Substitute an electrophoresis medium 
containing Cyan, yellow and magenta colored particles P, 
Py, PM for control elements C, C, CM respectively; and/or 
embed yellow, magenta and Cyan filter Segments F, FM, F 
within prisms 16A, 16B, 16C respectively as previously 
explained. 
0049 More particularly, FIG. 3A depicts the situation in 
which the color white is displayed by biasing all of the 
control elements C, C, CM away from the TIR interface. 
The color white is displayed because equal proportions of 
the colorS red, green and blue exit. Specifically, the yellow 
filter Segment F atop prism 16A absorbs blue incident light 
rays I and passes both red and green incident light rays I, 
I, which undergo total internal reflection twice within prism 
16A and exit through yellow filter Segment F as rayS R, 
R respectively. The magenta filter segment FM atop prism 
16B absorbs green incident light rays I and passes both red 
and blue incident light rays I, I which undergo total 
internal reflection twice within prism 16B and exit through 
magenta filter Segment FM as raySRR, R respectively. The 
Cyan filter Segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident 
light rays I and passes both green and blue incident light 
rays I, IE which undergo total internal reflection twice 
within prism 16C and exit through Cyan filter Segment F as 
rayS Roi, RB respectively. 

0050 FIG. 3B depicts the situation in which the color 
yellow is displayed by biasing the yellow control element 
C. into optical contact with the TIR interfaces at the right 
ward facet of prism 16B and leftward facet of prism 16C, 
with the Cyan and magenta control elements C, CM being 
biased away from the TIR interface. The color yellow is 
displayed because equal proportions of the colors red and 
green exit. Specifically, the yellow filter segment F atop 
prism 16A absorbS blue incident light rays I and passes 
both red and green incident light rays I, I, which undergo 
total internal reflection twice within prism 16A and exit 
through yellow filter Segment F as rayS R, R respec 
tively. The magenta filter Segment FM atop prism 16B 
absorbs green incident light rays I and passes both red and 
blue incident light rays I, I, both of which are totally 
internally reflected at the leftward facet of prism 16B toward 
the rightward facet of prism 16B. The yellow control ele 
ment C biased against the rightward facet of prism 16B 
absorbs the reflected blue light rays but totally internally 
reflects the reflected red light rays toward and through 
magenta filter Segment FM as rayS R. The Cyan filter 
Segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident light rays 
I and passes both green and blue incident light rays I, IE 
toward the leftward facet of prism 16C. The yellow control 
element C biased against the leftward facet of prism 16C 
absorbs the blue light rays but totally internally reflects the 
green light rays toward the rightward facet of prism 16C 
where the reflected green light rays again undergo total 
internal reflection toward and exit through Cyan filter Seg 
ment F as rayS R 
0051 FIG. 3C depicts the situation in which the color 
magenta is displayed by biasing the leftward magenta con 
trol element CM into optical contact with the TIR interface 
at the leftward facet of prism 16A, and biasing the rightward 
magenta control element CM into optical contact with the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C, with the 
yellow and Cyan control elements C, C, being biased away 
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from the TIR interface. The color magenta is displayed 
because equal proportions of the colors red and blue exit. 
Specifically, the yellow filter Segment F. atop prism 16A 
absorbs blue incident light rays I and passes both red and 
green incident light rays I, I toward the leftward facet of 
prism 16A. The leftward magenta control element C biased 
against the leftward facet of prism 16A absorbs the green 
light rays but totally internally reflects the red light rays 
toward the rightward facet of prism 16A where the reflected 
red light rays again undergo total internal reflection toward 
and exit through yellow filter Segment F as rays R. The 
magenta filter Segment FM atop prism 16B absorbs green 
incident light rays I and passes both red and blue incident 
light rays I, I, both of which undergo total internal 
reflection twice within prism 16B and exit through magenta 
filter segment FM as rays R, R respectively. The Cyan 
filter Segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident light 
rays I and passes both green and blue incident light rays I, 
I, both of which are totally internally reflected at the 
leftward facet of prism 16C toward the rightward facet of 
prism 16C. The rightward magenta control element CM 
biased against the rightward facet of prism 16C absorbs the 
green light rays but totally internally reflects the blue light 
rays toward and through Cyan filter Segment F as rayS R. 
0.052 FIG. 3D depicts the situation in which the color 
Cyan is displayed by biasing the Cyan control element C 
into optical contact with the TIR interfaces at the rightward 
facet of prism 16A and leftward facet of prism 16B, with the 
yellow and magenta control elements C, CM being biased 
away from the TIR interface. The color Cyan is displayed 
because equal proportions of the colors green and blue exit. 
Specifically, the yellow filter Segment F. atop prism 16A 
absorbs blue incident light rays I and passes both red and 
green incident light rays I, I, both of which are totally 
internally reflected at the leftward facet of prism 16A toward 
the rightward facet of prism 16A. The Cyan control element 
C biased against the rightward facet of prism 16A absorbs 
the reflected red light rays but totally internally reflects the 
reflected green light rays toward and through yellow filter 
Segment F as rayS R. The magenta filter Segment FM atop 
prism 16B absorbs green incident light rays I and passes 
both red and blue incident light rays I, I toward the 
leftward facet of prism 16B. The Cyan control element C 
biased against the leftward facet of prism 16B absorbs the 
red light rays but totally internally reflects the blue light rays 
the rightward facet of prism 16B where the reflected blue 
light rays again undergo total internal reflection toward and 
exit through magenta filter Segment FM as rayS R. The Cyan 
filter Segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident light 
rays I and passes both green and blue incident light rays I, 
I which undergo total internal reflection twice within prism 
16C and exit through Cyan filter segment F as rays R, R 
respectively. 
0053 FIG.3E depicts the situation in which the color red 
is displayed by biasing the leftward magenta control element 
CM into optical contact with the TIR interface at the leftward 
facet of prism 16A, and biasing the rightward magenta 
control element CM into optical contact with the TIR inter 
face at the rightward facet of prism 16C, and biasing the 
yellow control element C into optical contact with the TIR 
interfaces at the rightward facet of prism 16B and leftward 
facet of prism 16C, with the Cyan control element C being 
biased away from the TIR interface. The color red is 
displayed because only red light rays exit. Specifically, the 
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yellow filter segment F atop prism 16A absorbs blue 
incident light rays I and passes both red and green incident 
light rays I, I toward the leftward facet of prism 16A. The 
leftward magenta control element CM biased against the 
leftward facet of prism 16A absorbs the green light rays but 
totally internally reflects the red light rays toward the 
rightward facet of prism 16A where the reflected red light 
rays again undergo total internal reflection toward and exit 
through yellow filter Segment F as rayS R. The magenta 
filter segment FM atop prism 16B absorbs green incident 
light rays I and passes both red and blue incident light rays 
I, I, both of which are totally internally reflected at the 
leftward facet of prism 16B toward the rightward facet of 
prism 16B. The yellow control element C biased against 
the rightward facet of prism 16B absorbs the reflected blue 
light rays but totally internally reflects the reflected red light 
rays toward and through magenta filter Segment FM as rays 
R. The Cyan filter segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red 
incident light rays I and passes both green and blue incident 
light rays I, I toward the rightward facet of prism 16C. 
The yellow control element C biased against the leftward 
facet of prism 16C absorbs the blue light rays but totally 
internally reflects the green light rays toward the rightward 
facet of prism 16C. The rightward magenta control element 
CM biased against the rightward facet of prism 16C absorbs 
the green light rays, So no light rays exit through Cyan filter 
Segment F. 

0054 FIG. 3F depicts the situation in which the color 
green is displayed by biasing the Cyan control element C 
into optical contact with the TIR interfaces at the rightward 
facet of prism 16A and leftward facet of prism 16B, and 
biasing the yellow control element C into optical contact 
with the TIR interfaces at the rightward facet of prism 16B 
and leftward facet of prism 16C, with the leftward and 
rightward magenta control elements CM being biased away 
from the TIR interface. The color green is displayed because 
only green light rays exit. Specifically, the yellow filter 
Segment F atop prism 16A absorbs blue incident light rays 
IB and passes both red and green incident light raySIR, Io; 
both of which are totally internally reflected at the leftward 
facet of prism 16A toward the rightward facet of prism 16A. 
The Cyan control element C biased against the rightward 
facet of prism 16A absorbs the reflected red light rays but 
totally internally reflects the reflected green light rays 
toward and through yellow filter Segment F as rays R. The 
magenta filter Segment FM atop prism 16B absorbs green 
incident light rays I and passes both red and blue incident 
light rays I, I toward the leftward facet of prism 16B. The 
Cyan control element C biased against the leftward facet of 
prism 16B absorbs the red light rays but totally internally 
reflects the blue light rays the rightward facet of prism 16B. 
The yellow control element C biased against the rightward 
facet of prism 16B absorbs the blue light rays, so no light 
rays exit through magenta filter Segment FM. The Cyan filter 
Segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident light rays 
I and passes both green and blue incident light rays I, IE 
toward the leftward facet of prism 16C. The yellow control 
element C biased against the leftward facet of prism 16C 
absorbs the blue light rays but totally internally reflects the 
green light rays toward the rightward facet of prism 16C 
where the reflected green light rays again undergo total 
internal reflection toward and exit through Cyan filter Seg 
ment F as rayS R. 
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0055 FIG. 3G depicts the situation in which the color 
blue is displayed by biasing the leftward magenta control 
element CM into optical contact with the TIR interface at the 
leftward facet of prism 16A, and biasing the rightward 
magenta control element CM into optical contact with the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C, and 
biasing the Cyan control element C into optical contact 
with the TIR interfaces at the rightward facet of prism 16A 
and leftward facet of prism 16B, with the yellow control 
element C being biased away from the TIR interface. The 
color blue is displayed because only blue light rays exit. 
Specifically, the yellow filter Segment F. atop prism 16A 
absorbs blue incident light rays I and passes both red and 
green incident light rays I, I toward the leftward facet of 
prism 16A. The leftward magenta control element CM biased 
against the leftward facet of prism 16A absorbs the green 
light rays but totally internally reflects the red light rays 
toward the rightward facet of prism 16A. The Cyan control 
element C biased against the rightward facet of prism 16A 
absorbs the red light rays, So no light rays exit through 
yellow filter Segment F. The magenta filter Segment FM 
atop prism 16B absorbs green incident light rays I and 
passes both red and blue incident light rays I, I toward the 
leftward facet of prism 16B. The Cyan control element C 
biased against the leftward facet of prism 16B absorbs the 
red light rays but totally internally reflects the blue light rays 
the rightward facet of prism 16B where the reflected blue 
light rays again undergo total internal reflection toward and 
exit through magenta filter Segment FM as rayS RB. The 
Cyan filter segment F atop prism 16C absorbs red incident 
light rays I and passes both green and blue incident light 
rays I, I, both of which are totally internally reflected at 
the leftward facet of prism 16C toward the rightward facet 
of prism 16C. The rightward magenta control element CM 
biased against the rightward facet of prism 16C absorbs the 
green light rays but totally internally reflects the blue light 
rays toward and through Cyan filter segment F as rays R. 
0056 FIG. 3H depicts the situation in which the color 
black is displayed by biasing the leftward magenta control 
element CM into optical contact with the TIR interface at the 
leftward facet of prism 16A, and biasing the rightward 
magenta control element CM into optical contact with the 
TIR interface at the rightward facet of prism 16C, and 
biasing the Cyan control element C into optical contact 
with the TIR interfaces at the rightward facet of prism 16A 
and leftward facet of prism 16B, and biasing the yellow 
control element C into optical contact with the TIR inter 
faces at the rightward facet of prism 16B and leftward facet 
of prism 16C. The color black is displayed because no light 
rays exit. Specifically, the yellow filter Segment F atop 
prism 16A absorbs blue incident light rays I and passes 
both red and green incident light rays I, I toward the 
leftward facet of prism 16A. The leftward magenta control 
element CM biased against the leftward facet of prism 16A 
absorbs the green light rays but totally internally reflects the 
red light rays toward the rightward facet of prism 16A. The 
Cyan control element C biased against the rightward facet 
of prism 16A absorbs the red light rays, So no light rays exit 
through yellow filter Segment F. The magenta filter Seg 
ment FM atop prism 16B absorbs green incident light rays I 
and passes both red and blue incident light rays I, I toward 
the leftward facet of prism 16B. The Cyan control element 
C biased against the leftward facet of prism 16B absorbs 
the red light rays but totally internally reflects the blue light 
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rays the rightward facet of prism 16B. The yellow control 
element C biased against the rightward facet of prism 16B 
absorbs the blue light rays, So no light rays exit through 
magenta filter segment FM. The Cyan filter Segment F atop 
prism 16C absorbS red incident light rays I and passes both 
green and blue incident light rays I, I toward the rightward 
facet of prism 16C. The yellow control element C biased 
against the leftward facet of prism 16C absorbs the blue light 
rays but totally internally reflects the green light rays toward 
the rightward facet of prism 16C. The rightward magenta 
control element C biased against the rightward facet of 
prism 16C absorbs the green light rays, So no light rays exit 
through Cyan filter segment F. 
0057 By selectably varying the voltages applied between 
electrode 20 and each of electrodes 24, 26, 28, 30 one may 
vary the extent to which the respective control elements are 
biased toward and/or away from the aforementioned TIR 
interfaces, thereby varying the extent of color absorption 
and/or reflection at each Such interface and thus display any 
desired color. The apparatus can accordingly be calibrated to 
display any particular color in response to a corresponding 
particular combination of Voltages applied between elec 
trode 20 and each of electrodes 24, 26, 28, 30. Alternatively, 
color absorption can be controlled by means of dithering, 
which is a technique used to Simulate colors that are not 
within a currently available color palette. For example, one 
may group adjacent prismatic elements having different 
reflectivity characteristics Such that the group as a whole 
produces a color which none of the individual prismatic 
elements within the group could produce. A time-dithering 
approach can also be used to oscillate one or more Selected 
control elements into and out of the evanescent wave region 
at a Selected frequency and duty Cycle, thereby controlling 
the amount of time that the control element remains within 
the evanescent wave region and thus varying the absorption 
characteristic at the TIR interface to produce any desired 
color. 

0.058 As shown in FIG. 2C, instead of providing a single 
control element for each longitudinally adjacent leftward, 
rightward pair of prism facets, one may provide a separate 
control element for each prism facet, and provide a separate 
electrode on Substrate 20 for each control element. FIG. 2C 
also shows that useful displays can be formed with only two 
different types of “controllable prism structure”, each con 
Sisting of a prism, a color filter and two color absorbing 
control members. A first type of controllable prism Structure 
is exemplified by prisms 16A and 16C, which both have a 
yellow filter segment F, a Cyan colored control element C 
beneath the leftward prism facet, and a magenta colored 
control element C beneath the rightward prism facet. A 
Second type of controllable prism Structure is exemplified by 
prism 16B, the prism to the left of prism 16A, and the prism 
to the right of prism 16C, all of which have a blue filter 
Segment F, a first black colored control element C. 
beneath the leftward prism facet, and a Second black colored 
control element C beneath the rightward prism facet. It 
will be understood that a large number of the two types of 
controllable prism Structures are interleaved to provide a 
spatially uniform distribution of both types of structure in 
any Selected macroscopic portion of the display. 

0059 Control element C is positioned above electrode 
segment 24, beneath the leftward (as viewed in FIG. 2C) 
facet of prism 16A. Control element CM is positioned above 
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electrode Segment 26, beneath the rightward facet of prism 
16A. Application of a first voltage potential between elec 
trodes 22, 24 biases (retracts) control element C toward 
Substrate 20, leaving a gap between control element C and 
the adjacent leftward facet of prism 16A, without affecting 
the prism to the left of prism 16A. Application of a Second 
Voltage potential between electrodes 22, 24 biases control 
element C toward sheet 10, placing control element C in 
optical contact with the adjacent leftward facet of prism 
16A, again without affecting the prism to the left of prism 
16A. Application of the first voltage potential between 
electrodes 22, 26 biases (retracts) control element CM 
toward Substrate 20, leaving a gap between control element 
CM and the adjacent rightward facet of prism 16A, without 
affecting prism 16B. Application of the Second Voltage 
potential between electrodes 22, 26 biases control element 
CM toward sheet 10, placing control element CM in optical 
contact with the adjacent rightward facet of prism 16A, 
again without affecting prism 16B. Appropriate control 
Voltages are similarly applied to electrodes 28, 30 to move 
control elements C, CM with respect to prism 16C, and, to 
electrodes 26, 28 to move control elements Ck, Ck with 
respect to prism 16B. As in the case of the FIG. 2A 
embodiment, each control element in the FIG. 2C embodi 
ment may be an electrically conductive (or flexible conduc 
tor-bearing) elastomer material which can be controllably 
electronically actuated to deform the material into optical 
contact with the prism facets, and which regains its original 
shape when Such electronic actuation is discontinued. 
0060. In the FIG.2C display, the first type of controllable 
prism Structure can be actuated to display any of the colors 
yellow, green, red or black. More particularly, the color 
yellow is displayed by biasing both control elements C and 
CM away from the respective prism facet TIR interfaces. The 
color yellow is displayed because equal proportions of the 
colors red and green exit. Specifically, the yellow filter F. 
absorbs blue incident light rays and passes both red and 
green incident light rays which undergo total internal reflec 
tion twice within the prism and exit through blue filter F. 
The color green is displayed if the Cyan control element C 
is biased into optical contact with the TIR interface at the 
leftward prism facet with the magenta control element CM 
being biased away from the TIR interface at the rightward 
prism facet. The color green is displayed because only green 
light rays exit: the yellow filter Fabsorbs blue incident light 
rays and passes both red and green incident light rays; the 
Cyan control element C biased against the leftward prism 
facet absorbs red light rays, but totally internally reflects 
green light rays toward the rightward prism facet which 
totally internally reflects the green light rays toward and 
through blue filter F. The color red is displayed if the Cyan 
control element C is biased away from the TIR interface at 
the leftward prism facet, with the magenta control element 
CM being biased into optical contact with the TIR interface 
at the rightward prism facet. The color red is displayed 
because only red light rays exit: the yellow filter F. absorbs 
blue incident light rays and passes both red and green 
incident light rays, both of which are totally internally 
reflected at the leftward prism facet toward the rightward 
prism facet; the magenta control element C biased against 
the rightward prism facet absorbs green light rays but totally 
internally reflects red light rays toward and through blue 
filter F.The color black is displayed by biasing both control 
elements C and CM into optical contact with the respective 
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prism facet TIR interfaces. The color black is displayed 
because no light rays exit: the yellow filter F. absorbs blue 
incident light rays and passes both red and green incident 
light rays; the Cyan control element C biased against the 
leftward prism facet absorbs red light rays, but totally 
internally reflects green light rays toward the rightward 
prism facet; the magenta control element CM biased against 
the rightward prism facet absorbs the green light rays, So no 
light rays exit through blue filter F. 
0061. In the FIG. 2C display, the second type of con 
trollable prism Structure can be controllably actuated to 
produce either of the colors blue or black. More particularly, 
the color blue is displayed by biasing both black control 
elements Ck, Ck away from the respective prism facet TIR 
interfaces. The color blue is displayed because only blue 
light rays exit. Specifically, the blue filter FB absorbs both 
red and green incident light rays and passes only blue 
incident light rays which undergo total internal reflection 
twice within the prism and exit through blue filter F. The 
color black is displayed if either one or both of the black 
control elements CK1, CK2 are biased into optical contact 
with the respective prism facet TIR interfaces. The color 
black is displayed because no light rays exit: the blue filter 
FBabsorbs both red and green incident light rays and passes 
only blue incident light rays which are absorbed by either of 
the black control elements Ck, CK2, So no light rays exit 
through blue filter F. In a practical embodiment of the FIG. 
2C display, one need only provide for controllable actuation 
of black control elements Ck, C between two states; 
namely, a “blue” state in which both control elements Ck, 
Ck are biased away from the respective prism facet TIR 
interfaces to display the color blue, and, a “black State in 
which both control elements Ck, Ck are biased into optical 
contact with the respective prism facet TIR interfaces to 
display the color black. 
0.062. Due to the aforementioned spatially uniform dis 
tribution of both types of controllable prism structure in any 
selected macroscopic portion of the FIG. 2C display, the 
Viewer perceives colors which result from a combination of 
the colors produced by the two types of Structures. Because 
the two types of Structures can be controllably actuated as 
aforesaid to produce the primary additive colors red, green 
and blue; and, by using the aforementioned Voltage variation 
or dithering techniques, one may vary the color absorption 
characteristics at the respective TIR interfaces to produce 
any desired color. 
0063) The embodiment of FIG. 2C is exemplary of a 
more general version of the invention which requires only 
two different types of prism Structures. AS in the case of the 
embodiment of FIGS. 2A and 2B, the first “type” of prism 
Structure utilized in the more general version of the inven 
tion consists of a prism, a color filter with a first Selected 
spectral absorption characteristic (i.e. absorption as a func 
tion of wavelength) associated with a first facet (i.e. base) of 
the prism, a first control member with a Second Selected 
Spectral absorption characteristic associated with a Second 
facet of the prism, and a Second control member with a third 
Selected Spectral absorption characteristic associated with a 
third facet of the prism. The second “type' of prism structure 
utilized in the more general version of the invention consists 
of a prism, a color filter with a fourth Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic associated with a first facet (i.e. 
base) of the prism; and, at least one first control member 
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with a fifth Selected Spectral absorption characteristic asso 
ciated with either a Second or a third, or both Second and 
third facets of the prism. There is no essential relationship 
between the Spectral absorption characteristics Selected for 
the first type of prism Structure and those Selected for the 
Second type of prism Structure. One need only ensure that 
the spectral absorption characteristics are Selected Such that, 
for any Selected Set comprising proximate ones of each of 
the two types of prism Structure, controlled movement of the 
members between particular Selected combinations of their 
possible respective positions causes the Set as a whole to 
reflect light which has an average Spectral reflectance char 
acteristic corresponding to any one of three independent 
colors, with no one of the independent colors being obtain 
able by mixing any other two of the independent colors. 
0064. Because each of the control elements depicted in 
the FIG. 2A embodiment is associated with not one but two 
prisms (i.e. control element C is associated with the right 
ward facet of prism 16A and with the leftward facet of prism 
16B), it is necessary to select spectral characteristics for the 
filter and control elements associated with any particular 
prism in the FIG. 2A embodiment such that none of the 
Spectral characteristics Selected for the filter and control 
elements associated with a prism adjacent to the particular 
prism can be obtained by mixing any two of the spectral 
characteristics Selected for Such adjacent prism. For 
example, having Selected Cyan for control element C 
associated with prism 16B, one must not select Cyan for the 
filter associated with the adjacent prism 16A Since Cyan 
colored control element C is already associated with the 
rightward facet of prism 16A. However this restriction does 
not apply to the FIG. 2C embodiment, because the control 
elements associated with any particular prism in the FIG. 
2C embodiment are not also associated with any adjacent 
prism(s). 
0065 FIG. 4A provides an oblique pictorial illustration, 
on a greatly enlarged Scale, of a sheet of prismatic material 
10. By inverting sheet 10 to place the apices of its prisms in 
contact with an adhesive bearing Surface of Substrate 32 one 
may form a display structure (one Small portion of which is 
seen in FIG. 5A) with channels for containment of electro 
phoretically Suspended Subtractive colored particles P, P, 
PM. The electrophoretic medium and particles can be Selec 
tively placed between adjacent prism facets on sheet 10 after 
it is inverted as shown in FIG. 4A, but before Substrate 32 
is adhesively bonded thereto. Alternatively, sheet 10 can be 
bonded to substrate 32 as aforesaid with an edge of sheet 10 
(i.e. an edge intersecting the direction of longitudinal extent 
of the prisms) being allowed to extend a Small distance 
beyond the adjacent edge of substrate 32. Droplets of 
particle containing electrophoretic media Selectively placed 
in the extended portion of each channel are then wicked by 
capillary pressure into and fill the respective channels. AS 
another alternative, the channels can be formed by inverting 
sheet 10, then contacting the prisms apices with a liquid 
adhesive and allowing the adhesive to cure Such that it forms 
a liquid impermeable barrier bridging the gap between 
adjacent prisms apices and extending almost the full length 
of the prisms, but without filling the Spaces between adjacent 
prism facets. Care is taken to leave a Small adhesive-free 
region along an edge of sheet 10 So that droplets of particle 
containing electrophoretic media can Subsequently be Selec 
tively placed in each channel by means of capillary pressure, 
as described above. As a Still further alternative, precision 
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ultraSonic welding techniques can be used to Seal the prisms 
apices to substrate 32. Subtractive color filter 18A with its 
repetitively adjacent yellow, magenta, Cyan Segments F, 
F, FM can be bonded to the outward surface of sheet 10 
after sheet 10 is bonded to Substrate 32 as aforesaid, care 
being taken to orient segments F, F, FM over the prisms 
as previously explained. Alternatively, before bonding sheet 
10 to substrate 32 as aforesaid, one may first embed sub 
tractive color filter 18B with its repetitively adjacent yellow, 
magenta, Cyan Segments F, F, FM within sheet 10 to form 
a display structure (one Small portion of which is seen in 
FIG. 5B) with channels for containment of subtractive 
colored particles P, P., P. Persons skilled in the art will 
understand that, in practice, many thousands of parallel, 
longitudinally adjacent microscopically sized prisms and 
channels are required to form a high resolution display of a 
Size Sufficient for production of reasonably sized images. A 
large Scale, low resolution image display can be similarly 
formed, but without microscopically Small prisms. 
0.066 As shown in FIG. 4B, each one of the prism 
shaped channels between adjacent prisms formed on pris 
matic sheet 10 can be subdivided into a multiplicity of 
compartments by using micro-replication casting techniques 
to form a plurality of barriers 36 at Spaced intervals along 
each channel. This facilitates even distribution of Subtractive 
colored particles P, P, PM within the channels by provid 
ing a Substantially equal quantity of Cyan colored particles 
P within each one of the compartments in a first channel, 
a Substantially equal quantity of yellow colored particles P. 
within each one of the compartments in a Second channel, a 
Substantially equal quantity of magenta colored particles PM 
within each one of the compartments in a third channel, etc. 
The Separate compartments ensure initial uniform distribu 
tion of the particles along each channel and maintain Such 
uniformity by Substantially preventing particles Suspended 
in one compartment from flowing into adjacent compart 
ments (or channels) over time. 
0067. An important characteristic of the FIG. 2B 
embodiment of the invention is a large refractive indeX 
mismatch between sheet 10 and the electrophoretic medium 
in channels 34A, 34B, 34C, 34D. As is explained in the 103 
application, if the indeX mismatch is insufficient to attain the 
critical angle at the TIR interface, then the FIG. 2B embodi 
ment of the invention will not work. In Such case, a pair of 
prismatic Surfaces can be used to ensure that the incident 
light rays encounter the TIR interface at the requisite angle, 
as is for example described in relation to the FIG. 5 
embodiment of the 784 patent. 
0068 Besides having the desired low refractive index, 
Fluorinerts are well also Suited to use in displayS formed in 
accordance with the invention because they are good elec 
trical insulators, and they are inert. Fluorinerts also have low 
Viscosity and high density, So particles Suspended in Fluo 
rinerts can be moved electrophoretically relatively easily. AS 
noted above, ZnS is a preferred high refractive index mate 
rial suitable for use in forming sheet 10. The sheet is 
preferably optically clear and has a high refractive index of 
approximately 2.4 in the range of visible wavelengths of 
light. (By “optically clear, it is meant that a Substantial 
fraction of light incident on the material at normal incidence 
will pass through a Selected thickness of the material, with 
only a small fraction of such light being absorbed by the 
material. Diminished optical clarity is caused by Such 
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absorption (typically a combination of both absorption and 
Scattering), as the light passes through the material. In the 
FIG. 2B embodiment of the invention, sheet 10 need only be 
approximately 10 microns thick. A material which is 
“opaque’ in bulk form may nevertheless be “optically clear” 
for purposes of the present invention, if a 10 micron thick 
ness of Such material absorbs (or absorbs and Scatters) only 
a small fraction of normal incident light.) ZnS is also well 
Suited to use in displays formed in accordance with the 
invention because it has low absorption characteristics and 
consequently high optical clarity in the aforementioned 
wavelength range. Further, ZnS is available in Sheet form 
and can be machined to yield the desired prismatic micro 
Structure as explained above. 
0069. Application of a voltage across the electrophoretic 
medium in channels 34A, 34B, 34C, 34D electrostatically 
charges particles P, Py, PM, causing them to move into the 
evanescent wave region as aforesaid. When particles P, P, 
PM move into the evanescent wave region they must be 
capable of frustrating TIR at the ZnS:Fluorinert interface for 
appropriate light wavelengths (i.e. Cyan colored particles P. 
absorb red light wavelengths, etc., as previously explained) 
by absorbing the evanescent wave. Although particles P, 
P, PM may be as large as one micron in diameter, the 
particles diameter is preferably significantly Sub-optical 
(i.e. an order of magnitude Smaller than one micron, Say 100 
nm in diameter) such that a monolayer of particles at the TIR 
interface entirely fills the evanescent wave region. Useful 
results are obtained if the diameter of particles P, P, PM 
is about one micron, but the image display device's contrast 
ratio is reduced because the ability of particles P, P, PM 
to pack closely together at the TIR interface is limited by 
their diameter. More particularly, near the critical angle, the 
evanescent wave extends quite far into the electrophoretic 
medium in channels 34A, 34B, 34C, 34D, so particles 
having a diameter of about one micron are able to absorb the 
wave and thereby frustrate TIR. But, as the angle at which 
incident light rays Strike the TIR interface increaseS relative 
to the critical angle, the depth of the evanescent wave region 
decreases significantly. Relatively large (i.e. one micron) 
diameter particles cannot be packed as closely into this 
reduced depth region and accordingly Such particles are 
unable to frustrate TIR to the desired extent. Smaller diam 
eter (i.e. 100 nm) particles can however be closely packed 
into this reduced depth region and accordingly Such particles 
are able to frustrate TIR for incident light rays which strike 
the TIR interface at angles exceeding the critical angle. 
0070 AS previously explained, a small critical angle is 
preferred at the TIR interface Since this affords a large range 
of angles over which TIR may occur. The relatively large 
ratio of the index of refraction of ZnS to that of Fluorinert 
yields a critical angle of about 32, which is quite Small. In 
the absence of electrophoretic activity, as is illustrated for 
channels 34A, 34C and 34D in FIG. 2B, and further in the 
absence of Subtractive color filtration as previously 
explained, an incident light ray which passes through sheet 
10 undergoes TIR at the ZnS:Fluorinert interface and is 
retro-reflected as illustrated. This is because the 45° angle at 
which the ray encounters a leftward prism facet at the 
ZnS:Fluorinert TIR interface exceeds the interface's 32 
critical angle. The reflected light ray then encounters the 
prism's rightward facet and again undergoes TIR at the 
Second prism face, because the 45° angle at which the 
reflected ray encounters the rightward facet (which also 
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forms part of the ZnS:Fluorinert TIR interface) exceeds the 
interface's 32 critical angle. After twice undergoing TIR as 
aforesaid the retro-reflected ray exits through the ZnS:air 
interface and emerges, as illustrated, in a direction nearly 
180 opposite to the direction of the original incident ray, 
thus achieving a “white' appearance in the reflected light. 
0071. As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in the 
light of the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and 
modifications are possible in the practice of this invention 
without departing from the Spirit or Scope thereof. For 
example, yellow, magenta and Cyan filter Segments F, FM, 
F need not occur in that specific order in Subtractive color 
filters 18A, 18B. It is only necessary to select a particular 
ordering of the Subtractive primary colors yellow, magenta 
and Cyan and continuously repeat the Subtractive primary 
colors in the selected order to form filters 18A, 18B; to orient 
the filter Segments as previously described with respect to 
the prisms on sheet 10; and, to ensure that a different 
subtractive primary color is selected for each of (i) the filter 
Segment atop a first prism, (ii) the filter Segment atop a 
Second prism immediately adjacent to the first prism, and 
(iii) the control element or particles disposed between the 
first and Second prisms. Accordingly, the Scope of the 
invention is to be construed in accordance with the Sub 
stance defined by the following claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Color display apparatus comprising a Spatially uniform 

distribution of at least first and Second types of prism 
Structure, wherein: 

(a) said first type of prism structure further comprises: 
(i) a first prism; 
(ii) a first color filter positioned to filter light incident 
upon a first facet of Said first prism, said first color 
filter having a first Selected Spectral absorption char 
acteristic, 

(iii) a first member having a Second Selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said first member movable 
with respect to a Second facet of Said first prism 
between: 

(1) a first position in which said first member is in 
optical contact with Said Second facet, producing 
a first absorptive state in which total internal 
reflection of light rays at Said Second facet is 
reduced as a function of wavelength in accordance 
with Said Second Selected Spectral absorption char 
acteristic, 

(2) a second position in which said first member is 
not in optical contact with Said Second facet, 
producing a first reflective State in which light 
incident upon Said Second facet is totally internally 
reflected toward a third facet of said first prism; 

(iv) a Second member having a third Selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said first member movable 
with respect to said third facet of said first prism 
between: 

(1) a third position in which said Second member is 
in optical contact with Said third facet, producing 
a Second absorptive State in which total internal 
reflection of light rays at Said third facet is reduced 
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as a function of wavelength in accordance with 
Said third Selected Spectral absorption character 
istic, 

(2) a fourth position in which said Second member is 
not in optical contact with Said third facet, pro 
ducing a Second reflective State in which light 
incident upon said third facet is totally internally 
reflected toward and through said first color filter; 

(b) said second type of prism structure further comprises: 
(i) a Second prism; 
(ii) a Second color filter positioned to filter light inci 

dent upon a first facet of Said Second prism, Said 
Second color filter having a fourth Selected Spectral 
absorption characteristic, 

(iii) a third member having a fifth Selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said third member mov 
able with respect to a Second facet of Said Second 
prism between: 
(1) a fifth position in which said third member is in 

optical contact with Said Second facet of Said 
Second prism, producing a third absorptive State in 
which total internal reflection of light rays at Said 
Second facet of Said Second prism is reduced as a 
function of wavelength in accordance with Said 
fifth Selected Spectral absorption characteristic; 

(2) a sixth position in which said third member is not 
in optical contact with said Second facet of Said 
Second prism, producing a third reflective State in 
which light incident upon Said Second facet of Said 
Second prism is totally internally reflected at Said 
Second facet of Said Second prism; 

(c) said spectral absorption characteristics are Selected 
Such that, for any Selected Set comprising proximate 
ones of all of Said types of prism Structure, controlled 
movement of Said members between particular Selected 
combinations of Said respective positions causes Said 
Set to reflect light having an average spectral reflec 
tance characteristic corresponding to any one of three 
independent colors, and, 

(d) no one of Said independent colors is obtainable by 
mixing any other two of Said independent colors. 

2. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
(a) each one of Said first types of prism structure is 

longitudinally adjacent to one of Said Second types of 
prism Structure, and, 

(b) each one of Said Second types of prism structure is 
longitudinally adjacent to one of Said first types of 
prism Structure. 

3. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
(a) said Second type of prism structure further comprises: 

(i) a fourth member having a sixth selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said fourth member mov 
able with respect to a third facet of Said Second prism 
between: 

(1) a seventh position in which said fourth member 
is in optical contact with Said third facet of Said 
Second prism, producing a fourth absorptive State 
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in which total internal reflection of light rays at 
Said third facet of Said Second prism is reduced as 
a function of wavelength in accordance with Said 
Sixth Selected Spectral absorption characteristic, 

(2) an eighth position in which said fourth member 
is not in optical contact with Said third facet of Said 
Second prism, producing a fourth reflective State in 
which light incident upon said third facet of Said 
Second prism is totally internally reflected toward 
and through Said Second color filter, 

(b) said spatially uniform distribution further comprises a 
third type of prism Structure, Said third type of prism 
Structure further comprising: 
(i) a third prism; 
(ii) a third color filter positioned to filter light incident 
upon a first facet of Said third prism, Said third color 
filter having a Seventh Selected Spectral absorption 
characteristic, 

(iii) a fifth member having an eighth selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said fifth member movable 
with respect to a Second facet of Said third prism 
between: 

(1) a ninth position in which said fifth member is in 
optical contact with Said Second facet of Said third 
prism, producing a fifth absorptive State in which 
total internal reflection of light rays at Said Second 
facet of Said third prism is reduced as a function of 
wavelength in accordance with Said eighth 
Selected Spectral absorption characteristic, 

(2) a tenth position in which said fifth member is not 
in optical contact with Said Second facet of Said 
third prism, producing a fifth reflective State in 
which light incident upon Said Second facet of Said 
third prism is totally internally reflected toward a 
third facet of said third prism; 

(iv) a sixth member having a ninth Selected spectral 
absorption characteristic, Said Sixth member movable 
with respect to a third facet of said third prism between: 
(1) an eleventh position in which said sixth member is 

in optical contact with said third facet of said third 
prism, producing a sixth absorptive State in which 
total internal reflection of light rays at Said third facet 
of Said third prism is reduced as a function of 
wavelength in accordance with Said ninth Selected 
Spectral absorption characteristic, and, 

(2) a twelfth position in which said sixth member is not 
in optical contact with said third facet of said third 
prism, producing a Sixth reflective State in which 
light incident upon said third facet of Said third prism 
is totally internally reflected toward and through Said 
third color filter. 

4. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
Said first Spectral characteristic further comprises a first 
primary color, Said fourth Spectral characteristic further 
comprises a Second primary color, and Said Seventh spectral 
characteristic further comprises a third primary color. 

5. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 4, wherein 
Said first, Second and third primary colors are Subtractive 
primary colors. 
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6. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 4, wherein 
Said Second spectral characteristic further comprises said 
Second primary color, Said third spectral characteristic fur 
ther comprises Said third primary color, Said fifth spectral 
characteristic further comprises Said third primary color, 
Said Sixth Spectral characteristic further comprises Said first 
primary color, Said eighth Spectral characteristic further 
comprises Said first primary color, and Said ninth spectral 
characteristic further comprises Said Second primary color. 

7. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
(a) said first member further comprises a first plurality of 

absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said Second facet of Said first prism; 

(b) said second member further comprises a second 
plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in an elec 
trophoretic medium contacting Said third facet of Said 
first prism; and, 

(c) said third member further comprises a third plurality 
of absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said Second facet of Said Second 
prism. 

8. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein: 
(a) said first member further comprises a first plurality of 

absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said Second facet of Said first prism; 

(b) said second member further comprises a second 
plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in an elec 
trophoretic medium contacting said third facet of Said 
first prism; 

(c) said third member further comprises a third plurality 
of absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said Second facet of Said Second 
prism; 

(d) said fourth member further comprises a fourth plural 
ity of absorptive particles Suspended in an electro 
phoretic medium contacting Said third facet of Said 
Second prism; 

(e) said fifth member further comprises a fifth plurality of 
absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said Second facet of Said third 
prism; and, 

(f) said sixth member further comprises a sixth plurality 
of absorptive particles Suspended in an electrophoretic 
medium contacting Said third facet of Said third prism. 

9. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein: 
(a) said first member and said sixth member of another 

one of Said third type of prism Structure adjacent to Said 
first type of prism Structure together comprise a first 
plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in an elec 
trophoretic medium contacting Said Second facet of Said 
first prism; 

(b) said Second member and said third member together 
comprise a Second plurality of absorptive particles 
Suspended in an electrophoretic medium contacting 
Said third facet of Said first prism and contacting Said 
Second facet of Said Second prism; and, 

(c) said fourth member and said fifth member together 
comprise a third plurality of absorptive particles Sus 
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pended in an electrophoretic medium contacting Said 
third facet of Said Second prism and contacting Said 
Second facet of Said third prism. 

10. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein 
Said first, Second and third members each further comprise 
a deformable elastomeric member. 

11. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
Said first, Second, third, fourth, fifth and Sixth members each 
further comprise a deformable elastomeric member. 

12. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 11, 
wherein Said Second member and Said third member together 
comprise one of Said deformable elastomeric members and 
fourth member and said fifth member together comprise 
another one of Said deformable elastomeric members. 

13. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein 
Said first facets of Said first and Second prisms collectively 
comprise a viewing Surface, Said apparatus further compris 
Ing: 

(a) a Substrate extending Substantially parallel to said 
Viewing Surface; 

(b) a first electrode on said Second and third facets of each 
of Said first and Second prisms, 

(c) a second electrode on said Substrate adjacent said 
Second facet of Said first prism; 

(d) a third electrode on said Substrate adjacent said third 
facet of Said first prism; 

(e) a fourth electrode on Said Substrate adjacent said 
Second facet of Said Second prism; 

Said apparatus further comprising a Voltage Source for 
Selectably applying: 

(i) a first voltage potential between said first and Second 
electrodes to move said first member into said first 
pOSItion, 

(ii) a second Voltage potential between said first and 
Second electrodes to move Said first member into 
Said Second position; 

(iii) a third voltage potential between said first and third 
electrodes to move Said Second member into Said 
third position; 

(iv) a fourth Voltage potential between said first and 
third electrodes to move Said Second member into 
Said fourth position; 

(v) a fifth voltage potential between said first and fourth 
electrodes to move said third member into said fifth 
position; and, 

(vi) a sixth voltage potential between said first and 
fourth electrodes to move said third member into 
Said Sixth position. 

14. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
Said first facets of Said first, Second and third prisms col 
lectively comprise a viewing Surface, Said apparatus further 
comprising: 

(a) a Substrate extending Substantially parallel to said 
Viewing Surface; 

(b) a first electrode on said Second and third facets of each 
of Said first, Second and third prisms; 
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(c) a second electrode on said Substrate adjacent said 
Second facet of Said first prism; 

(d) a third electrode on said Substrate adjacent said third 
facet of Said first prism; 

(e) a fourth electrode on Said Substrate adjacent said 
Second facet of Said Second prism; 

(f) a fifth electrode on said substrate adjacent said third 
facet of Said Second prism; 

(g) a sixth electrode on said Substrate adjacent said Second 
facet of Said third prism; 

(h) a Seventh electrode on Said Substrate adjacent said 
third facet of said third prism; 

Said apparatus further comprising a Voltage Source for 
Selectably applying: 

(i) a first voltage potential between said first and Second 
electrodes to move said first member into said first 
position; 

(ii) a second Voltage potential between said first and 
Second electrodes to move Said first member into 
Said Second position; 

(iii) a third voltage potential between said first and third 
electrodes to move Said Second member into Said 
third position; 

(iv) a fourth Voltage potential between said first and 
third electrodes to move Said Second member into 
said fourth position; 

(v) a fifth voltage potential between said first and fourth 
electrodes to move said third member into said fifth 
position; 

(vi) a sixth voltage potential between said first and 
fourth electrodes to move said third member into 
Said Sixth position; 

(vii) a seventh voltage potential between said first and 
fifth electrodes to move said fourth member into said 
Seventh position; 

(viii) an eighth voltage potential between said first and 
sixth electrodes to move said fifth member into said 
ninth position; and, 

(ix) a tenth Voltage potential between said first and 
Seventh electrodes to move Said Sixth member into 
Said eleventh position. 

15. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein 
Said color filters are formed on Said first facets of Said 
respective prisms. 

16. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said color filters are formed within said first facets of said 
respective prisms. 

17. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
Said color filters are formed on Said first facets of Said 
respective prisms. 

18. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
said color filters are formed within said first facets of said 
respective prisms. 

19. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein 
Said electrophoretic medium is Fluorinert. 

20. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 8, wherein 
Said electrophoretic medium is Fluorinert. 
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21. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein 
Said prisms are formed of Zinc Sulphide. 

22. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein 
Said prisms are formed of Zinc Sulphide. 

23. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 10, 
wherein Said elastomer members have Stiff Surfaces. 

24. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 11, 
wherein Said elastomer members have Stiff Surfaces. 

25. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 7, 
wherein: 

(a) said first plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in 
Said electrophoretic medium are confined within a first 
channel formed adjacent Said Second facet of Said first 
prism; 

(b) said Second plurality of absorptive particles Suspended 
in Said electrophoretic medium are confined within a 
Second channel formed adjacent Said third facet of Said 
first prism; and, 

(c) Said third plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in 
Said electrophoretic medium are confined within a third 
channel formed adjacent Said Second facet of Said 
Second prism. 

26. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 8, 
wherein: 

(a) said first and said sixth plurality of absorptive particles 
Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are confined 
together within a first channel formed adjacent Said 
Second facet of Said first prism and adjacent Said third 
facet of said third prism of another one of said third 
type of prism Structure adjacent to Said first type of 
prism Structure; 

(b) said second and said third plurality of absorptive 
particles Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are 
confined together within a Second channel formed 
adjacent Said third facet of Said first prism and adjacent 
Said Second facet of Said Second prism; and, 

(c) said fourth and said fifth plurality of absorptive 
particles Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are 
confined together within a third channel formed adja 
cent Said Second facet of Said third prism and adjacent 
Said Second facet of Said third prism. 

27. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 7, 
wherein: 

(a) said first plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in 
Said electrophoretic medium are distributed among and 
confined within a first plurality of compartments 
formed along and adjacent Said Second facet of Said 
first prism; 

(b) said Second plurality of absorptive particles Suspended 
in Said electrophoretic medium are distributed among 
and confined within a Second plurality of compartments 
formed along and adjacent Said third facet of Said first 
prism; and, 

(c) Said third plurality of absorptive particles Suspended in 
Said electrophoretic medium are distributed among and 
confined within a third plurality of compartments 
formed along and adjacent Said Second facet of Said 
Second prism. 

28. Color display apparatus as defined in claim 8, 
wherein: 
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(a) said first and sixth plurality of absorptive particles 
Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are distrib 
uted among and confined together within a first plural 
ity of compartments formed along and adjacent Said 
Second facet of Said first prism and adjacent Said third 
facet of said third prism of another one of said third 
type of prism Structure adjacent to Said first type of 
prism Structure; 

(b) said Second and third plurality of absorptive particles 
Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are distrib 
uted among and confined together within a Second 
plurality of compartments formed along and adjacent 
Said third facet of Said first prism and along and 
adjacent Said Second facet of Said Second prism; and, 

(c) said fourth and fifth plurality of absorptive particles 
Suspended in Said electrophoretic medium are distrib 
uted among and confined together within a third plu 
rality of compartments formed along and adjacent Said 
Second facet of Said third prism and along and adjacent 
Said Second facet of Said third prism. 

29. A color image display method, comprising filtering 
and totally internally reflecting light at each one of a 
plurality of at least first and Second types of Spatially 
uniform distributed locations, said method further compris 
Ing: 

(a) at each one of Said first type of Said locations: 
(i) filtering incident light through a first facet of a first 

prism to absorb a first Selected Spectral component of 
said incident light and reflect toward a second facet 
of Said first prism a first light ray lacking Said first 
Spectral component; 

(ii) Selectably absorbing a second Selected spectral 
component of Said first light ray at Said Second facet 
of Said first prism and totally internally reflecting 
toward a third facet of Said first prism a Second light 
ray lacking Said first Spectral component and Select 
ably lacking Said Second Spectral component; 

(iii) Selectably absorbing a third Selected spectral com 
ponent of Said Second light ray at Said third facet of 
Said first prism and totally internally reflecting 
toward and through Said first facet of Said first prism 
a third light ray lacking Said first Spectral component 
and Selectably lacking Said Second spectral compo 
nent and Selectably lacking Said third spectral com 
ponent, 

(b) at each one of said second type of Said locations: 
(i) filtering said incident light through a first facet of a 

Second prism to absorb a fourth Selected Spectral 
component of Said incident light and reflect toward a 
Second facet of Said Second prism a fourth light ray 
lacking Said fourth Spectral component; 

(ii) Selectably absorbing a fifth selected spectral com 
ponent of Said fourth light ray at either one or both 
of: 

(1) said Second facet of Said Second prism; 
(2) a third facet of Said Second prism; to produce a 

fifth light ray lacking Said fourth Spectral compo 
nent and Selectably lacking Said fifth spectral 
component, 
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(iii) at said Second facet of Said Second prism, totally 
internally reflecting Said either one of Said fourth or 
fifth light rays toward said third facet of said second 
prism; 

(iv) at Said third facet of Said Second prism, totally 
internally reflecting Said fifth light ray toward and 
through Said first facet of Said Second prism; 
wherein: 

(v) said spectral components are Selected Such that, for 
any Selected Set comprising proximate ones of all of 
Said types of locations, particular Selected combina 
tions of Said Selectably absorbing of Said Spectral 
components causes said Set to reflect light having an 
average Spectral reflectance characteristic corre 
sponding to any one of three independent colors, 
and, 

(vi) no one of Said independent colors is obtainable by 
mixing any other two of Said independent colors. 

30. A method as defined in claim 29, wherein: 

(a) Said fifth selected spectral component of Said fourth 
light ray is Selectably absorbed at Said Second facet of 
Said Second prism and totally internally reflecting 
toward Said third facet of Said Second prism as Said fifth 
light ray; 

(b) said spatially uniform distributed locations further 
comprising a third type of location; 

Said method further comprising: 
(i) Selectably absorbing a sixth Selected spectral com 

ponent of said fifth light ray at said third facet of said 
Second prism and totally internally reflecting toward 
and through Said first facet of Said Second prism a 
Sixth light ray lacking Said fourth Spectral component 
and Selectably lacking Said fifth spectral component 
and Selectably lacking Said Sixth spectral component; 

(c) at each one of Said third type of Said locations: 
(i) filtering said incident light through a first facet of a 

third prism to absorb a Seventh Selected Spectral 
component of Said incident light and reflect toward a 
Second facet of Said third prism a Seventh light ray 
lacking Said Seventh spectral component; 

(ii) Selectably absorbing an eighth selected spectral 
component of Said Seventh light ray at Said Second 
facet of said third prism and totally internally reflect 
ing toward a third facet of Said third prism an eighth 
light ray lacking Said Seventh spectral component 
and Selectably lacking Said eighth spectral compo 
nent; and, 

(iii) Selectably absorbing a ninth Selected spectral com 
ponent of Said eighth light ray at Said third facet of 
Said third prism and totally internally reflecting 
toward and through Said first facet of Said third prism 
a ninth light ray lacking Said Seventh spectral com 
ponent and Selectably lacking Said eighth Spectral 
component and Selectably lacking Said ninth Spectral 
component. 

31. A method as defined in claim 30, wherein said first 
Spectral component further comprises a first primary color, 
Said fourth Spectral component further comprises a Second 
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primary color, and Said Seventh spectral component further 
comprises a third primary color. 

32. A method as defined in claim 31, wherein said first, 
Second and third primary colors are Subtractive primary 
colors. 

33. A method as defined in claim 32, wherein said second 
Spectral component further comprises Said Second primary 
color, Said third spectral component further comprises Said 
third primary color, Said fifth Spectral component further 
comprises said third primary color, Said Sixth spectral com 
ponent further comprises Said first primary color, Said eighth 
Spectral component further comprises Said first primary 
color, and Said ninth spectral component further comprises 
Said Second primary color. 

34. A method as defined in claim 29, wherein: 

(a) said Selectably absorbing said Second Selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a first plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said first prism; 

(b) said Selectably absorbing said third selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a Second plurality of absorptive particles into 
optical contact with Said third facet of Said first prism; 
and, 

(c) Said Selectably absorbing said fifth Selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a third plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said Second prism. 

35. A method as defined in claim 30, wherein: 

(a) said Selectably absorbing said Second Selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a first plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said first prism; 

(b) said Selectably absorbing said third selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a Second plurality of absorptive particles into 
optical contact with Said third facet of Said first prism; 

(c) Said Selectably absorbing said fifth Selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a third plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said Second prism; 

(d) said Selectably absorbing said sixth selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a fourth plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said Second prism; 

(e) said Selectably absorbing said eighth selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a fifth plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said third prism; and, 

(f) said selectably absorbing said ninth Selected spectral 
component further comprises electrophoretically mov 
ing a sixth plurality of absorptive particles into optical 
contact with Said Second facet of Said third prism. 

36. A method as defined in claim 29, wherein: 

(a) said Selectably absorbing said Second Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a first elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said first prism; 
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(b) said Selectably absorbing said third Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a Second elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said third facet 
of Said first prism; and, 

(c) Said Selectably absorbing said fifth Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a third elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said Second prism. 

37. A method as defined in claim 30, wherein: 
(a) Said Selectably absorbing said Second Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a first elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said first prism; 

(b) said Selectably absorbing said third Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a Second elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said third facet 
of Said first prism; 

(c) Said Selectably absorbing said fifth Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a third elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said Second prism; 

(d) said Selectably absorbing said sixth Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a fourth elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said Second prism; 

(e) said Selectably absorbing said eighth selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a fifth elasto 
meric member into optical contact with said second 
facet of Said Second prism; and, 

(f) said Selectably absorbing said ninth Selected spectral 
component further comprises moving a sixth elasto 
meric member into optical contact with Said Second 
facet of Said third prism. 

38. A method as defined in claim 34, further comprising: 
(a) forming a first channel adjacent said Second facet of 

Said first prism, placing an electrophoretic medium in 
Said first channel, and Suspending Said first plurality of 
absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic medium 
within said first channel; 

(b) forming a second channel adjacent said third facet of 
Said first prism, placing an electrophoretic medium in 
Said Second channel, and Suspending Said Second plu 
rality of absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic 
medium within Said Second channel; and, 

(c) forming a third channel adjacent said Second facet of 
Said Second prism, placing an electrophoretic medium 
in Said third channel, and Suspending Said third plural 
ity of absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic 
medium within said third channel. 

39. A method as defined in claim 35, further comprising: 
(a) forming a first channel adjacent said Second facet of 

Said first prism and adjacent Said third facet of Said third 
prism, placing an electrophoretic medium in Said first 
channel, and Suspending Said first and Sixth plurality of 
absorptive particles together in Said electrophoretic 
medium within Said first channel; 

(b) forming a second channel adjacent said third facet of 
Said first prism and adjacent Said Second facet of Said 
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Second prism, placing an electrophoretic medium in 
Said Second channel, and Suspending Said Second and 
Said third plurality of absorptive particles together in 
Said electrophoretic medium within Said Second chan 
nel; and, 

(c) forming a third channel adjacent said third facet of said 
Second prism and adjacent Said Second facet of Said 
third prism, placing an electrophoretic medium in Said 
third channel, and Suspending Said fourth and Said fifth 
plurality of absorptive particles together in Said elec 
trophoretic medium within Said third channel. 

40. A method as defined in claim 34, further comprising: 
(a) forming a first plurality of compartments along and 

adjacent Said Second facet of Said first prism, placing an 
electrophoretic medium in each of Said first plurality of 
compartments, and Suspending Said first plurality of 
absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic medium 
within each of Said first plurality of compartments, 

(b) forming a second plurality of compartments along and 
adjacent Said third facet of Said Second prism, placing 
an electrophoretic medium in each of Said Second 
plurality of compartments, and Suspending Said Second 
plurality of absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic 
medium within each of Said Second plurality of com 
partments, and, 

(c) forming a third plurality of compartments along and 
adjacent Said Second facet of Said Second prism, placing 
an electrophoretic medium in each of said third plural 
ity of compartments, and Suspending Said third plural 
ity of absorptive particles in Said electrophoretic 
medium within each of Said third plurality of compart 
mentS. 

41. A method as defined in claim 35, further comprising: 
(a) forming a first plurality of compartments along and 

adjacent Said Second facet of Said first prism and along 
and adjacent Said third facet of Said third prism, placing 
an electrophoretic medium in each of Said first plurality 
of compartments, and Suspending Said first and Sixth 
plurality of absorptive particles together in Said elec 
trophoretic medium within each of said first plurality of 
compartments, 

(b) forming a second plurality of compartments along and 
adjacent Said third facet of Said Second prism and along 
and adjacent Said Second facet of Said Second prism, 
placing an electrophoretic medium in each of Said 
Second plurality of compartments, and Suspending Said 
Second and third plurality of absorptive particles 
together in Said electrophoretic medium within each of 
Said Second plurality of compartments, and, 

(c) forming a third plurality of compartments along and 
adjacent Said third facet of Said Second prism and along 
and adjacent Said Second facet of Said third prism, 
placing an electrophoretic medium in each of Said third 
plurality of compartments, and Suspending Said fourth 
and fifth plurality of absorptive particles together in 
Said electrophoretic medium within each of Said third 
plurality of compartments. 


