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the opposite side has a knife-edge. '. 
In the use of the knife when taken in the 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM C. FOSTER, OF LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN, ASSIGNOR TO HENRY 

BOEHMER, OF BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS, 

FSH KNIFE AND SCALER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 598,463, dated February 1, 1898. 
Application filed April 19, 1897, Serial No. 632,803, (No model.) 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. C. FOSTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at La 
Crosse, county of La Crosse, and State of Wis 
consin, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Fish Knives and Scalers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a cheap and convenient knife for cleaning 
and scaling fish and to prevent the scales 
from flying about and causing unnecessary 
litter during the act of cleaning, &c. 

I accomplish the objects of my invention 
by means of the device illustrated by the ac 
companying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view of the knife and saw edge 
with the flanges closed to form the handle. 
Fig. 2 is a view of the thin sheet of metal cut 
or stamped in the shape to form the knife. 
Fig. 3 is a view of a modification of the same. 
Similar parts are referred to by similar let 

ters throughout the drawings. - 
In the construction of my device I take a 

flat sheet of metal B, cut, as shown in Fig. 2, 
with two flanges a dabout one-half the length 
of the knife, which when bent with the edges 
toward each other form the handle. The 
flange a is a trifle wider than the flange a, 
and which, being turned the whole length of 
the knife, the position at c being narrower, is 
raised to a vertical position and forms a back 
for the knife. This back is made with a saw 
edge. From the end of the saw-edge c it in 
clines to the point, but is not turned. It also 
is made with a saw-edge b. The blade A o 

hand with the saw-edge c down is used as a 
scaler, the point b being useful in scaling 
around the fins or places on the fish not 
reached by the scaler c. 
used for cutting, the same as any other knife. 
It can also be made with the scaling-edge on 
the other side of the blade to accommodate 
those who are accustomed to using the left 
hand. It will be noticed that as the blade A 
covers the scaler c when in use the scales are 
collected underneath and do not fly a Way in 
the process of scraping. 

In the construction of the knife I do not 
limit myself to the exact form of the teethin 
the scaler as shown in the drawings, but re 
serve the right to adopt any other desirable 
form that may suit my purpose without chang 
ing the form of construction of the scaler and 
cleaner. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
In a fish scaler and cleaner a knife Con 

structed of one piece of sheet metal cut with 
flanges one-half its length which having the 
edges turned toward each otherform the han 
dle one side of the blade turned up to form 
the back of the knife and having a saw-edge 
thence tapering toward the point also with a 
saw-edge, the opposite side of the blade hav 
ing a knife-edge as and for the purpose above 
specified. 

WILLIAM. C. FOSTER. 
Witnesses: 

E. M. CHANDLER, 
S. W. MCELDERRY. 
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