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.Paten’ied Dec. 11, 1928,

UNITED STATES

1,694,690
PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. REINHOLD, GF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR TO PACIFIC
MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAN ¥FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, A CORPORATION

OF CALIFORNTIA.

Application filed June 27,

This invention relates generally to parti-
tions which are manufactured in the form of
a number of interchangeable parts capable
of being readily assembled to form a wall.
Structures of this kind are commonly known
as sectional partitions.

It is an object of this invention to devise a
sectional partition which will be so -con-
structed as to facilitate installation of elec-
trical wiring conduit, where it is desired to
provide outlet terminals, switches or other
electrical devices in the partition.

Tt is a further object of this invention to
devise a sectional partition having vertical
pilasters provided with passages for electrical
wiring conduit and to so construct the
pilasters that the passages are readily acces-
sible for installing such conduit after the par-
tition has been assembled.

Tt is a fuarther object of this invention to
devise a sectional partition which may be
readily assembled and will have a neat ap-
pearance.

Further objects of this invention will ap-
pear from the following description in which
I have set forth the preferred embodiment of
my invention. Itisto be understood that the
appended claims are to be accorded a range of
equivalents consistent with the state of the
prior ait.

Referring to the drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a sec-
tional partition constructed in accordance
with thisinvention.

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken along
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Tig. 8 is a detail taken along the line 3—3
of Fig. 1. ‘

Fig. 41is a cross sectional detail taken along
the line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view taken along
the hine 5—35 of Mg, 1.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged cross sectional detail
taken along the line 6—6 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is an enlarged detail illustrating one
of the vertical pilasters showing the manner
in which wiring conduit is installed.

The particular partition which we have
illustrated in the drawing comprising upper
and lower horizontal rails 10 and 11 inter-
connected by a plurality of vertical stiles or
pilasters 12. Disposed between these rails
and pilasters are the main panel sections 13
which are usually made in standard sizes and

SECTIONAL PARTITION.

1827. Serial No. 201,612.
are interchangeable. Where the partition
is extended to the ceiling of a room, there may
be provided a top rail 14 connected with the
rest of the partition by a plurality of auxil-
iary vertical pilasters 16, the rail 14 and
pilaster 16 serving to position a plurality of
auxiliary panels 17.  Both the panel sections
13 and the auxiliary panels 17 may be made
of opaque material such as wood, or may be
made of glass for passage of light.
may also be disposed between any two of the
vertical stiles 12, and this door is made sub-
stantially the same size as the panel sections
13 s0 as to be interchangeable with the same.
The construction of each of the vertical
pilasters has been shown in detail in Fig. 4
and preferably comprises a vertical post 21
which may be formed of one piece of wood,
but which for convenience is preferably con-
structed of an inner strip 22 and a finishing
strip 23  permanently secured - together.
Formed in one side of strip 22, there is a
groove 24 which is made sufficient in width
and depth to receive a rigid or flexible metal
wiring conduit 26 of standard diameter. To
complete the pilaster, there is provided an-
other finishing strip 27 which is adapted to be
detachably secured to the inner strip 22 in a
position to cover the groove 24. Both the de-
tachable finishing strip 27 and the strip 23 are
preferably of greater width than the inner
strip 22, so as to form side grooves 28 to re-
ceive the edges of panel sections as shown.
For detachably retaining the finishing
strips 27 to the vertical stiles, I preferably
employ spring clips which are arranged at
spaced points within the grooves 24. These
clips for example may each be formed of a
strip of metal 81 bent U-shaped and secured to
the strip 22 within the groove 24 as shown.

.The free ends of the strip are provided with

slots 82 adapted to engage the ends of fingers
38 which are likewise secured to the inner
face of the finishing strip 27.. The ends of
the strips 81 are so bent that when the finish-
ing strip 27-is properly positioned, it may be
merely pushed in place against the strip 22
to cause the fingers 23 to interlock with the
ends of strips 81 thus retaining the finishing
strip 27 in position sufficiently secure for all
practical purposes. To remove the finishing
strip for access to the groove 24 it is merely
necessary to exert sufficient force in pulling
the same outwardly from the strip 22.
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The lower portion of each of the vertical
pllasters 1is 1(1211)&(1 to miﬂ"lock with the
bottom rail 11 as shown in Figs. 6 and 7.
This bottom rail is D"OLel“tbly con%rumed of
a floor strip 36 which is suitably secured to
the floor as by means of anchor bolts 87.  Se-
cured to one side oA d}e strip 36, are the base
board sections 88, the ends of which are
;1dsz‘c d to abut the ed\f,e&; o! rmlf“ hing strip
28. 'The base board sections 36 usua Uy have
secured thereto g filler smp 39, the ends of
which are adapted to be detachably clamped
to the vertical pilaster posts 21 Smmb‘e
clamping means for example may comprise
L-brackets 41 secured to the ends of each fller
strip 89. Dolts or SCEeWS 49 are inserted
through these braciets d’ld are threaded to
another bracket 43 secured to the lower por-
tion of ~t1ip 21 i‘ each piiaster. The verti-
cal post 21 of each pilaster and the floor strip
36 are also *Jrc;erably nterlocked by means
which may be readily engaged when the par
tition is be ing as sembxec this iﬁstance
there is shown a U-shaped metal
which i is secure ed to the uppere bdon of the floor

strip 36, an which has slots 4 § provided a
its ends.  One of these siots is : chptﬂd 0 be
engaged by o metal hook 47 secured to the
lower portion of finishing strip 28.  Locking
of the vertical post 21 with the floor strip 86

il

§1\

merely requir os lateral ;vmvement of post 21
in a horizontal divection. A& fter the hool 47

has become engaged with the slotted member
44, and the hase boz ‘d 33 have been secured
in positioz it will bei Lpossi ible to loosen this
Inte 1'100me> engagement. The double ar-

rangement of * slots in member 44 is provided

o that the vertical stiles are reversible.

To com phie the inside of the lower rail,
or the side which foces the interior of the
room GPC]OQBJ_, there is provided a molding
strip 48 which may either be secured to the
floor or to tbe side of the ﬂoor strip 36, and
which extends the 1enmh ot the muuuon
Demgh‘abiy s cured in position above the
molding strip 48, as by means of screws 49,
are the base board secfions 51 which prefer-
ably have tongue and groove connection vith
ihc upper edge of The molding strip 48.
Since the floor st rip 36 and fller strip 39 are
spaced apart vertic cally, the base bouros 38
and 51 enclose a horizontal passageway 52
which is adequate to 1ecesve one or more elec-
trical wiring conduits. ssageway in
the lower rail comm umc& les with the groove
in the vertical stile 19, since the inner strip
992 of each pilaster ferminates short of the
floor strip 36. The apner edges of the base
boaxrds 88 and 81 preferably extend above the
filler strips 39 5o as to form grooves 53 for
receiving the lower edges of the main panels
13. These paﬂeis may be more securely
sorced into position by means of wedges 54
ingerted between the lower edges thereof and
the upper face of the filler strips 39.
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The upper or cornice rail 10 preferably in-
cludes a strip 56 which is secured to the cen-
tral strip 22 of cach vertical stile as by means

of the metal L-brackets 57. This strip is pro-
vided with groove 58 so as to it over the up-
per edges of the main panels, and thus serves
as a means for strengthening the p‘u'uuon
and for keeping the panels in assembled con-
dition. Dlspowd above the groove strip 56

and secured fo the s saime are one or more filler
strips 59 and 61 which form the body of the
upper rail, and to the sides ot which are se-
cured the finishing strips 62. The upper
eﬂﬂe of filler strip 61 is memrabl‘) pro \’l(‘“d
with a groove 63 which is adequate to recelve
additional metal wiring conduit 64. The
appearance of *h1s upper rail may be en-
hfzm} od by the use of cornice molding 65 and
other moiding trips §66. Where the grooved
strip 56 and fller s strips 59 and 61 pass over

each pilaster, they ave cut away to provide a
passegeway 67 which communicates between
{he groove 63 in the upper rail, and the groove
24 in the pilaster.

YWhere 2 door is swung between two of the
vertical pu wsters as shown in Tigs. 1 and 2
one of the panels 13 is omitted anc J a suitable
door frame is secured to the inner edges of
the vertical stiles, and to the bottom edge of
the upper rail 10. For example as shown in
Tig. 5 such a door frame may be constructed
jamb strips T1 secured to the inner e edges of
the adjacent vertical pilaster and having a

strip 72 secured to the same to act as a door
cioy By revers ing *me su‘ip 71 at the swing-

e edge of the door, it is obvious that the
door may be hung to swing in either direc-
tion.

Generally it is not practical to construct
the panel sections so that the assembled par-
tition will L}:ﬂcuv ﬁt between two walls of a
'oony.  Hor this reason a certain ‘Lmount of
space is left bet \ch the vertical pilasters at
he end of the Dam]uom, and the adjacent
room walls and these spaces may be filled by
m ans of filler panels 43 1 the desived width.
These filler panels for e\’fsnmla may be re-
) 'u‘d in position by means of a grooved
strip 74 secured to the wall of the room.

The auxiliary pilasters 16 ave preferably

] with the main pilasters l and this

in Hig. 3.

;,n bt

construction is shown in detail
They may comprise for example a pair of
finishing strips 76 retained upon Opposite
edges of & pair of spaced filler strips 77. A
vertical passageway 78 is thus formed which
is alined with and communicating with the
groove in the lower main pﬂaqter. The
grooves 79 formed between the edges of the
mshmo strips 76 serve as z means for en-
o the edges of the quxlhaly panel 17.
sitioned upen the top of the upper rail 10,
ere iz strip 81 having a lower tongue 82
apted to engage in the groove 63, and hav-

ad
ing sn upper groove 83 adapted to be en-
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gaged by the lower edges of the auxiliary
panel 17. The top edges of the auxiliary
panels are retained together by the top rail
14 which includes a strip 84 suitably secured
to the ceiling. This strip is provided with
spaced grooves 86 adapted to engage tongues
87 on a pair of finishing strips 88 which are
sectired to opposite faces of the upper edges
of auxiliary panels 17. - The interior faces of
horizontal strips 88 are preferably recessed to
provide a passageway 89 for receiving metal
wiring conduit 91. Passageway 89 of course
communicates with all of the vertical pas-
sageways in the auxiliary pilasters 186.

Any time after or during the assembly of
the partition, the electrical wiring conduit
may be positioned within the same 1 any de-
sired manner. For example I have shown
the metal conduit 91 as extending horizon-
tally in the passageway 89, the top rail of the
partition and extending downwardly in one
of the auxiliary pilasters 16 to a suitable
metal terminal box 93 arranged within the
upper rail 10 at the intersection of passages
63 and 88 of the upper auxiliary. pilaster.
From the metal box 93 I have shown the con-
duit 65 extending horizontally thru the pas-
sageway 63 of the upper rail 10, and another
conduit 96 extending downwardly thru the
groove 24 of one of the vertical pilasters 12.
Any desired electrical device may be mount-
ed upon the removable finishing strip 27 of
a wired pilaster. For example I have shown
a switch 94, the face plate of which is flush
with the face of the removable finishing strip
27.  The mechanism of this switch is mount-
ed within a suitable metal switch box con-
necting with the conduits 26 and 96.  When
the electrician installs such a switch, it is a
comparatively simple matter to cut away a
recess in the inner strip 22 of one of the verti-
cal pilasters, in order to provide room for re-
ceiving the outlet box.  Leading from the
switch 94, T have shown the metal conduit 26
extending downwardly thru the end of the
pilaster into the passageway 52 of the lower
rail 11. Mounted upon one of the removable
base boards 51, there is shown a convenient
cutlet terminal 97 adapted to receive the plug
connector of an electrical cord. It is of
course obvious that any arrangement of elec-
trical devices may be employed and that clec-
trical switches, convenient outlets, or other
electrical devices may e mounted at any
point along the removable base boards 51 or
on the removable finishing strips 27 of the
vertical pilasters 12.

In assembling the partition it is preferable
to first secure the strip 36 to the floor and
then interlock the lower ends of the pilaster
post 21 swith the same. The outer base boards
38 together with the filler strips 39 are then
clamped to the vertical pilaster posts by
means of the screws 42, and these base boards
are likewise secured to the floor strips 86, The

e

g

main panel sections are then positioned be-
tween the pilaster posts and the grooved strip
56 of the upper rail 10 extended across the up-
per edges of the same. The wedges 56 are then
serted and the remainder of the partition
parts assembled in any order which may be
convenient. After assembling it is a simple
matter for an. electrician to msert electrical
wiring conduit merely by removing the fin-
ishing strips 27 of the pilasters 12, and the
inner base boards 51 from the bottom rail
11.. The wires may be brought into the par-
tition thru the floor, side walls or ceiling of
the room,

I claim:

L. In a sectional partition, upper and lower
horizontal rails, a vertical pilaster joining
said rails, said pilaster comprising a post
portion having a longitudinal groove formed
within the same and a side strip adapted
to be removably secured to the post to
cover said groove, said lower rail having a
removable side strip which covers a horizon-
tal passage formed within the lower rail,
said passage and groove being in commu-
nication whereby metal wiring conduit may
be concealed within the same and extended
in beth horizontal and vertical directions.

2. In a sectional partition, upper and lower
horizontal rails, a vertical pilaster joining
said rails, said pilaster comprising a post
portion having a longitudinal groove formed
within the same and a side strip adapted to
be removably secured to the post to cover
said groove, said lower rail having a remov-
able side strip which covers a horizontal pas-
sage formed within the lower rail, said upper
rail having a horvizontal passage formed
within the same, said horizontal passages
communicating with the upper and lower
ends of the pilaster groove whereby metal
conduit may be extended vertically thru the
pilaster and horizontally thru said rails.

3. In 4 sectional partition, upper and lower
horizontal rails, a vertical pilaster jeining
said rails, said pilaster comprising .a post
portion having a longitudinal groove, and a
removable side strip adapted to cover said
groove, a metal outlet box disposed within
said - post, metal wiring conduit disposed
within said groove and communicating with
said box, and an electrical instrument dis-
posed within the box and projecting thru
sald side strip.

4. In a sectional partition, a base rail and
a vertical pilaster member, said base rail
member including a strip adapted to be se-
cured to the floor of a room, and means for
locking the lower end of the pilaster to said
strip upon lateral movement of the pilaster
relative to the strip.

‘5. In a sectional partition, a base rail and
a vertical pilaster member, said base rail
nember including a strip adapted to be se-
cured to the floor of a room, and means for
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locking the lower end of the pi]aster to said
strip 1 upon lateral movement of the pilaster
-elative to the strip, said means including a
slotted element secured to one member and a
hook secured to the other member

8. Tn a sectional p:‘armtmn, a base rail, a
pilaster adapted to rest upon a portion of

said ruil, means tor.detachably locking said
pilaster {0 gaid 1 rail, said base rail an*urlmo
a floor stvip a‘nd a filler Ja“m spaced ver t-
cally and d osed parailel to the base strip,
a base board secured to cne su:le 1 said strips,
2 moldis g strip s“cared to the other side of
said floor strip, and another base board hay-

ing a tengue aﬂd eroove connection with said
mmdnm strip and a uapied to be detachaUV
secured to the other gide of said floor and
filler strips.
T.In a

(IJ

a sectional pultlhon, a base rail in-
chuding ¢ loor strip, a pilaster adapted to be
dets chaﬂl locked to said strip, said pilaster
having a vert 103‘ passage Lherednoaon a
filler sivip para Iel to said floor strip and
spaced vertieally from the same, said filler
strip abutting the ] ower portion of the pilas-
ter (md Ja‘)te1 to be clamped to the same,
a base board secured to one side of sald
5 another bau e board detachably secure fl
fhe other side of sa 1(’ strips whereby th
ce beuvce;: 1he strips is enclosed to Iol‘m
ssageway tor metal wiring conduit.

a sectional Qa_tmox a pilaster com-
» & vertical post zwiﬂ.fr a groove
od in one side thereof for receiving > metal
‘ine conduit, and a finishing strip adapted
{0 be de achably secured to said post to cover
said er

9. Tn a sectional partition, a pilaster com-
DYIS Pm a post having a groove formed n one
side thereof for i eceﬂvmo metal wiring con-
it, o finishing strip arnpt“d to cover said

e, and spring clips for detachably re-
gaid strip upon the post
- sectional partition, a pilaster com-
post having a groove formed in
dkcreul for receiving metal wiring
t, o finishing strip @ aapwd to cover

’ove, and spring clips disposed within

e groove for retaining said strip upon the
post, said strip being 1emovublo by foreing
the same oumm-c‘i 7 from the post.

11, In a sect 1011&1 paluLlOH a vertical stile
comprising a pos‘c having a groove in one side
thereot for metal wiring conduit, a finishing

b 7
“._.".!‘n

1,694,600

strip adapted to cover said groove, and metal
clips £ fkuucn%bl) retaining the finishing
strip to the post; a base rail comprising a
1"; 01U strip upon Which the pilaster post is

i

x
adapted to rest, a filler strip arranged in

}’ rweed rela uonthp above the floor strip,
said filler strip having one end abutting the
lower end of the pllaster post and secured to
the same, 2 wmd base boards secured to oppo-
site sides of said strips, one of said boards
bein;zj removable to permit placing of metal

conduit in the passage formed be-
aid strips; an upper Tail extending
acToss the tep of smd pﬂftsber said upper
2il including a member having a groove in

g L‘“p’”' side for recelving metal conduit;

gaid passages in said rails comnmmcatmo
with the groove of said pilaster; and panel
{ ¥

sections chspogcu between the rails and en-
hﬂ edge of the pilaster.

a sectional wood partition, an inter-

’ pﬂﬁmer comprising a wood post

.’2 a} mgit hmnal groove extending along

one side thereof of sufficient size to receive

metal wiring comhnt, and a finishing strip

removabl Iy sncmed to said post and serving

te cover said groove, said structure foxmmor

an mterc'mngeable unit which may be wired

before or afier assembly with the panels of

a pa “tision.

18. In a sectional wood partition, an inter-

changeable pilaster comprising a wood post

¥ longitu&in al groove extending along

e thereof of sufficient size to receive

metal \‘wrmo conduit, a finishing strip of

greater width than the post re movably se-

cured to one side of said 1,ost and serving to

cover said ()f'oove another strip secured to

the Opposfce ¢ of the post of greater width

05
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than the pest, qul strips iooenher with said -

post forming grooves along the edges of said
pilaster for 1°ceiv;'mo p‘u‘utlon panels

14. In a sectional wood partition, a pilas-
tor comprising a posL having a longitudinal
groove in one side thereof for receiving metal
(‘ORL\D a finishing strip, spring chps dis-
posed within said groove and secured to the
;(m, and means for detachably engaging
aaid clips within the groove for removably
securing said strip to the post to cover said
aroove.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set

my hend.
WILLIAM J. REINHOLD.
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