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To dli whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Mancarer K, ’Leary,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brookdyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a certain new
and. ngeful Stocking Exmmniner, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relajes to a stocking exam-
iner and has for its purpose to provide a de-
vice wihich can be inserted in a stocking for
the examinution thereof without danger of
injury to the stocking. )

It 1s well known thut in the sale of stock-
ings, particularly of silk stockings, great
dumage is done in their examination by the
The practice is to insert the
imnd in the stocking down to the toe, ex-
amine the foot poition, and then gradually
draw the stocking from the hand, spreading
the fingers as the size increases, m order to
sxamine all portions thereof for imperfec--
or a
sharp nail or even & piece of hard flesh often
will euich a thread, partiendarly on fine silk
siockings, and break it, thereby ruining the
stocking.  Oue of the objects of the inven-
tion is Lo provide an inexpensive, simple, and
sasily handled device to be inserted in the

‘stocking ipstead of the hand, and adapted

to:display 21l parts of the stocking for ex-
amination as fully ag though the hand was
inserted, but without the same danger of
injury to the stocking: )

Other and further objects of my inveu-
ticn wiil be apparent from the following
Jdeseviption and from  the accompanying
drnwings, In which—

Figmre 1 is a plan of one embudiment of

the invenfion with a stocking thereover
while the toe and a portion of the foot is
beingr cxamined; '

Ifigure 2 & plan similar to Figure 1 with
the deviee ‘extended to permit examination
H the larger pogtion of t{m stocking;

o 3 an cdie view of this embodiment

Figure 4 ancther ambodiment.

Similar veference churncters refer to simi-
fav parts throughout the drawings, :

Tu the enbodiinent of Figures I 2, end 2
a stooth trame 1 is illustrated having hin-
dles 2. and nn end portion 3 preferably form-
wif to fit the toe or heel of a stocking.

Within frame 1 nre pivoted or otherwise
mounted wings or leaves ¢ and 5 adapted to
b extended to the extent of the larger por-

tions of the stocking in any desired manner
as by handles 6 and 7 respectively.

The forward end of wings or leaves 4 und
9 or the handles or frame may be provided
with any desired device to limit the degree
of extension of the wings from frame 1,
such for example as lug 8 on wing 4 and lug
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D on wing 5 adapted to engage with the inner

portions 10 and 1I° respectively of end 3
or any suitable extension therefromn when
the wings arve in maximum open position.
In order to prevent the top of the stocking
from extending beyond the examiner and on
ta the hand of the user, projections or shields
of any desired kind may be provided néar
the back of the examiner, such, for example,
as mrards or shields 12,
he exurniner may be made of any desired
material having the necessary smoothpess
and freedom from projections, among which
muy be mentioned compositions such as are
sold under the names of pyralin, celluloid,
condensite, balelite, and so forth, -
When it is desired to examine a stocking,
the examiner is inserted therein until end
3 of the examiner, which prefernbly is
rounded to- (it the toe, is in the toc of the
stocling. - As the exwminer preferably is
shorter than the stocking in order to facili-
tute ease of handling, the stocking will lie
in loose foids on the exwniner, shield 14 pre-
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venting the upper portion of the stocking -

fremn reaching the hand of the person hold-
ing the examiner.  After the toe of the stoek-
ing Is examined, the foot is pulled grndually
sver the examiner to bring the sole und iu-
step in view for inspection. The heel then

engages the wd portion 3 of the examinei
over which 1% is udnl)ted to fif so that the™

heel ean e inspected. 'The leg portion of
the stocking then is pulled gradually over
the examiner and handles 6 und 7 prossed
to force out wings or leaves 4 and 5 to the
full width of the stocking. Both sides of
the stocking can be examined by turning the
examiner in thie snme manner thab the hand
nad when coversd by o stocking., It

thus is possible to examine all parts of the
stocking for any imperfections without the
dnoger of-iniuring the stocking or breaking
its threads, and in o manner similar to the
present nethod of examination by the in-
sertion of the hand. : '
I the embodinent of Tigure 4, the sup-
porting ivame is omitted und wings or leaves
24 and 25 with hancles 26 and 97 respec-
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tively are shown., Between handle 26 of leaf
24 and handle 27 of leaf 25 preferably is
provided « spring 30 which nermally tends
to keep the handles spread and ledves 24 nund
25 in closed position. To prevent spring 30
from forcing the Jeaves pust closed position,
wing 25 may be provided .with an abutment
28 adapted to. coact with an abutinent 29
on leaf 25, or any simple stop device may
be provided on ths wings or on the handles
to prevent one leaf from passing the other.
Siniiler abutments may be provided on the
embodiment of Iigures 1, 2, and 3 and
placed likewise to prevent a too grest ex-
tension of the wings, the showing Deing in-
tended as ilustrative of means to limit the
movement of the wings in any direction de-
sired or mecessary. The embodiment also
may be provided with a guard or shield 31
similar in function to guard or shield 12 in
the embodiment of Figures 1, 2, and 3. The

ends of leaves 24 and 25 preferubly arve

shaped and rounded similar to end 3 of the
frame 1 in the embodiment of Figures 1, 2,
and 3.in order te fit the heel und tve of the
stocking. In using this embodiment the
stocking will be drawn over the examiner,

which will be in closed position for the ex-,

amination of the tos and heel, and then
handles 26 and 27 pressed togetixer against
the action of spring 30 to force them apurt
as the larger portions of the stocking nre
inspected. It is obvious that the spring also
may be used with the embodiment of Figures
1,2, and 3 or thut the embodiment, of Figure
4 1oay be used without a spring, the use of
the spring in this embodiment being in-
tended as illustrative of & spring action in
any embodiment, either for maintaining the
lenves . together normally or mauintaining
them apart normally. . A

Miny modifications of my invention will

be apparent to those skilled in the art with--

out departing therefrom or from the scope
of the claims, my invention not being limitect
to the particular embodiments chosen for
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purposes of illustration but consisting of n
device adapted to be inserted in & stocking
for the examination of all portions theréof

“What I claim and desire to secure by Let. 50
ters Patent is: ‘ L

1. As an article of manufacture, a device
adapted to be inserted in a stocking for the
examination thereof comprising a- pair of

ivoted .wings, means to maintain sai wings 55
m substantinl superposed alignment, and
means to force suid wings apart in separate
parallel planes. '

2. As an article of manufacture, a device
adapted to be inserted in a stocking for the 60
examination thereof comprising a pair of
wings adupted to be extended in separate
parallel planes to fit only a portion of the
leg of a stocking, and means on said -wings
to limit the movement of said wings.

3. As an article of manufacture, g device
adupted to be inserted in a stocking for the
examination thercof comprising a pair of
pivoted wings having handles thereon, a
spring between said handles tending nor- 70
mally to maintain suid wings one over the
other, und meuns to extend said wings in
separate purallel plunes by pressing said
handles together.

4. As an article of manufucture, n de- 75
vice adapted to be inserted in n stocking for
the examination thereof nnd comprising a
frame huving the end thercof shaped to fit
the toe and heelof » stocking, wings pivot-
ally mounted therein, and means to force 50
said wings apart. :

8. As sn article of munufacture, a device
adapted to bie inserted in a stocking for the
examination thereof und comprising s frame
having the end thereof shaped to At the toe 85
and heel of a stocking, wings: pivotally

- mounted therein, and means to limit the ex-

tension of snid wings.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I
have hereunto set my hand this 25th day of 90
January, 1921.

MARGARET K. Q’'LEARY.
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