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To all, whom it may concern: w 
Be it known that we, EZRA. H. RIPPLE and 

ALOINZAF). WILLIAMS, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Scranton, in the county of 
Lackawanna and State of Pennsylvania, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Convertible Trunks, of which the following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to convertible trunks; 

and it consists in a novel and useful combi 
nation and arrangement of box-cots, covers, 
and fastening devices, by which a number of 
cots may be securely packed for transporta 
tion compactly, and at the same time form a 
Commodious and convenient chest or pack 
ing-case in which numerous other articles 
may be carried. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which 

like reference - signs refer to like parts 
throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a number of cots com 
bined according to our invention, parts being 
broken away to illustrate the internal con 
struction and arrangement. Fig. 2 is a plan 
view of one of the inner cots, showing it in 
use as a stretcher; and Figs. 3 and 4 are de 
tails. 
The invention consists, broadly, in a num 

ber of box-cots arranged in juxtaposition, 
either one above the other or one within the 
other, or arranged in several nests, as shown 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings, in combination 
with top and bottom covers and fastening 
devices for uniting all the parts together to 
form a chest or receptacle. 

It consists, further, in various details of con 
struction, which will be hereinafter pointed 
Out. 

Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows 
three nests of cots A, B, and C, placed, one 
above the other, each nest consisting of three 
cots a, a' abib' b° of gradually-diminishing 
Size arranged one within the other. Above 
the series is placed a cover D and below a 

45 bottom cover E. Upon the corners of the 
covers are protecting-plates f, having depres 
Sions f' to receive the heads and nuts of bolts 
h, which pass through from top to bottom of 
the case, firmly securing all of the parts to 

5o gether. For additional security plates f', 
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having similar depressions, may be placed 

midway between the corner-plates upon the 
covers and united by additional bolts h. On 
the outer cot of the middle tier are shown 
chest-handles i for the purpose of lifting the 
CaSe. 

It will be understood that while we have 
shown in the drawings three nests of cots, 
each composed of three single cots, that any 
number may be substituted, and that said 
chest or packing-case when complete may be 
composed of a single nest of cots, one within 
the other, or a single series of cots, one above 
the other. 

In order to prevent lateral displacement of 
the covers and to strengthen them and pre 
vent warping, cleats F are fastened upon 
the inside of the covers at each end, SO as to 
fit against the ends and sides of the inner 
most cots. Where three or more nests of 7. 
cots are used the inner cot of each nest, ex 
cept those next the covers, is provided with 
corner-plates G, which are fastened by means 
of screws or otherwise upon the bottom of 
the cot and are provided with Websg, which 
extend across the corners, and through per 
forations g' in these webs the bolts h pass, 
thus preventing any lateral displacement. 

Referring to Fig. 2 of the drawings, H. H. 
indicate cleats which are fastened to the Outer 
side of the cots for the double purpose of 
securing the canvas bottoms in place and 
strengthening the sides. These cleats are re 
moved when the cots are to be assembled for 
transportation and may be rolled within the 
canvas and placed inside of the case. Headed 
screws I, or other suitable fastenings, are 
placed upon the ends of each cot to hold the 
ends of the canvas bottoms. 
We adapt the innermost cot of each nest 

to be used as a stretcher, as shown in Fig. 2, 
by providing handles J, in the form of rods 
or bars, which are free to slide in guides K, 
fastened upon the inside of the cot-frame. 
These handles are free to slide out through 95 
openings in the end of the cot, and they are 
prevented from sliding too far in either di 
rection or becoming lost by pins i, which form 
stops. One or more convenient stretchers are 
thus included in each outfit of cots at but 
slight additional expense. 

Fig. 3 is a plan and section of one of the 
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corner-plates f, showing our preferred form. 
These plates may be of cast or wrought metal, 
and are formed with a considerable depres 
sion f' to receive the bolt-head, which depres 
sion is let into a countersunk opening in the 
cover. The plates fare formed in like man 
re. 
The covers D E form convenient tables 

when separated from the cots and suitably 
Supported by trestles or stakes driven in the 
ground. 

It will be evident that various mechanical 
changes in the construction and arrangement 
may be made without departing from the 
Spirit of our invention. Therefore, without 
limiting ourselves to the precise construction 
and arrangement shown, 
We claim 
1. A convertible trunk or chest consisting 

of a series of box-cots placed in juxtaposi 
tion, top and bottom covers therefor, and fast 
ening devices for securing said parts together, 
Substantially as described. 

2. A convertible trunk or chest consisting 
of a nest of box-cots of varying sizes, top and 
bottom covers therefor, and fastening devices 
for Securing said parts together, substantially 
as described. 

460,759 

3. In combination, a series of nests of box 
cots, said nests being placed one above the 3o 
other, top and bottom covers for the series, 
and fastening devices for securing all of said 
parts together to form a trunk or chest, sub 
stantially as described. 

4. In combination, a series of nests of box- 35 
cots, covers having cleats F, and corner-plates 
fand bolts for securing said parts together, 
substantially as described. 

5. A convertible trunk or chest consisting 
of a series of nests of box-cots, in combina- 4c 
tion with the covers and securing-bolts, the 
inner cot of each nest, except those next to 
the covers, being provided with the perforated 
corner-plates G, substantially as described. 

6. In a convertible trunk, the combination, 45. 
with top and bottom covers and fastening 
devices, of a nest of box-cots, the inner cot 
being provided with sliding handles to form 
a stretcher, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa- 5o 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
EZRA. H. RIPPLE, 
ALOINZA. D. WILLIAMS. 

Witnesses: 
SAMUEL N. EDGAR, 
JNO. P. ALBRA. 

  


