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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ARNOLD SCHARER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

BARRETTE. 

999,596. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ARNOLD SCHARER, a 

citizen of Switzerland, and a resident of the 
city of New York, borough of Manhattan, 
in the county and State of New York, have 
invented a new and Improved Barrette, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description. 
This invention relates to a new and im 

proved barrette to be used in the back of a 
woman’s head to catch up the stray locks 
and hold them in position, besides adding an 
attractive ornament to the hair. 

It has been found extremely difficult with 
such types of barrettes as are now on the 
market, to maintain them in the hair in a 
fixed position after having once been in 
serted, without the danger of losing them. 
An object, therefore, of this invention is 

to provide a barrette which when once placed 
in the hair, will be securely locked in posi 
tion by gripping the strands of hair, and 
thus keeping the stray locks in place, and 
avoiding the danger of displacement or loss. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a barrette which will be simple in 
construction, comparatively inexpensive to 
manufacture, strong, durable, ornamental, 
and readily attached and detached. 
These and further objects, together with 

the construction and combination of parts, 
will be more fully described hereinafter and 
particularly set forth in the claims. 

1Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of refer 
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the 
views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a 
woman's head, showing the barrette attached 
thereto: Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section 
through the barrette, showing the parts in 
their open or receptive position, ready to 
be inserted in the hair; Fig. 3 is a longitudi 
nal section similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
parts in position after having been inserted 
in the hair, such that the relatively-movable 
teeth will lock the hair between them; and 
Fig. 4 is a transverse section. 

Referring more particularly to the sepa 
rate parts of the device, 1 indicates the 
barrette, which is secured in any suitable po 
sition in the hair, as for example at the back 
of the head, as illustrated in Fig. 1. The 
barrette may be formed of two relatively 
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movable members 2 and 3, in the form of 
combs having suitable teeth which are 
adapted to move past each other from the 
position illustrated in Fig. 2 to the posi 
tion illustrated in Fig. 3. The members 2 
and 3 are held normally in the locking po 
sition illustrated in Fig. 3 by means of a 
spring 4 secured in one of the members 2 
and engaging the other member 3. 
The comb or member 3 is preferably 

formed with a back 5, having teeth 6 ex 
tending therefrom in spaced relation. 
These teeth may be formed loop-shaped, 
as illustrated in Fig. 4, and bordering the 
teeth 7 provided on the comb 3 on the sides 
and ends thereof. The teeth 7 may be hook 
shaped, as illustrated in the drawings, so 
as to retain the hair within the cavity 
formed between the teeth on the comb 3 and 
the teeth on the comb 2, or they may be 
straight and utilize the gripping action be 
tween the edges of the relatively-movable 
teeth, to grip the hair. 
For the purpose of limiting the movement 

of the comb 3 relative to the comb 2, there 
is provided in the comb 3 a slot 8, which is 
engaged by a pin 9 secured in the comb 2. 
This mechanism forms a stop, which, while 
simple in construction, will positively limit 
the relative movement of the combs, so that 
when the comb 3 is in its inmost position 
relative to the comb 2, as illustrated in Fig. 
2, the teeth 7 will lie within the teeth 6, 
leaving no obstructions between the teeth, 
so that the hair will readily enter. 
The barrette is preferably arcuate inform, 

so as to fit nicely over the hair, and may 
itself form the ornamental feature or may 
be secured to an ornamental backing. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided 
a simple and efficient device which can read 
ily be inserted in the hair, either by draw 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

ing or forcing in straight, and when once 
inserted, will positively grip the hair, and 
maintain its position without the necessity 
of manipulating a separate catch. It will 
also be seen that it can be readily released 
when it is desired to remove the same from 
the hair. 
While I have shown one embodiment of 

my invention, I do not wish to be limited to 
the specific details thereof, but desire to be 
protected in various changes, alterations and 
modifications which may come within the 
scope of the appended claims. 
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Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent:- 

1. A barrette, comprising a pair of slid 
ingly connected combs, teeth radiating from 
One of Said combs, and teeth radiating from 
the other of said combs and located border 
ing said first-mentioned teeth on the sides 
and ends thereof. 

2. The combination with a comb having 
radiating teeth, of a comb slidingly con 
Inected to said first-mentioned comb and 
having loop-shaped teeth bordering said 
first-mentioned teeth. On the sides and ends 
thereof, a spring interposed between one end 
of Said first-mentioned comb and the corre 
sponding end of Said second mentioned 
comb and adapted to urge said first 
mentioned comb to a position in which the 
teeth thereon are disposed opposite the 
spaces between the teeth on said second 
mentioned comb, and a stop for limiting the 

motion of Said first-mentioned counb due 
to Said spring. 

3. The combination with an arcuate comb, 
having teeth thereon projecting in spaced 
relation from each other, of an arcuate 
comb slidingly connected to said first-men 
tioned comb and having loop shaped teeth 
bordering said first-mentioned teeth on the 
sides and ends thereof, a spring adapted to 
cause a relative movement of said cobs, 
Said first-mentioned comb having a slot 
therein, and a pin Secured to said second 
mentioned comb and extending through said 
slot, adapted to limit the relative nove 
ment of Said combs. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. - 

ARNOLD SCHARER. 
Witnesses: 

HORATIO WHITING, 
PHILIP D. ROLLHAUS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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