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This invention relates to electric lamp Sockets 
of the kind adapted to be detachably secured to 
an apertured panel or the like by . Snap means 
carried by the socket; itself. An example of such a socket is described and 
illustrated in the specification of British Letters 
Patent No. 444,941. The object of the invention 
is to provide an improved form of socket of the 
above kind. ---- According to the invention, in a socket of the 
kind comprising a tubular body portion having 
yieldable Snap fastener projections or prongs at 
one end for securing the socket in an aperture in 
a support, the prongs or the like are formed om a 
ring member secured in the mouth of the Socket, 
there being provided a separate lamp retaining 
ring or plate mounted in the socket, and Spaced 
inWardly of the prong-carrying ring. 
The lamp-retaining ring may be adapted to 

make a bayonet joint, or screw-threaded en 
gagement with the base of an inserted lamp. 
Means, which may be integral with the lamp re 
taining ring, are preferably provided for main 
taining the usual contact-carrying insulating 
block in Spaced relation to the lamp-carrying 
Tling. To enable the invention to be fully understood 
it will now be described with reference to the ac 
companying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a central section of a lamp socket em 
bodying one form of the invention, 

Fig. 2 is an end view of the socket shown in 
Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is a central section of a modification of 
the invention, and Fig. 4 is an end view of the modified Socket 
shown in Fig. 3. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the socket comprises 
a tubular body having a ring 2 provided with 
resilient Snap fastener projections or prongs 3. 
The ring 2 is secured at the mouth of the socket 
by turning over the end of the body f to clamp 
the ring against a shoulder 4. 
Spaced inwardly of the ring 2 the body is 

formed with a shoulder 5 which supports a lamp 
retaining ring 6, the ring 6 being held in posi 
tion by inward embOSSments punched out of 
the tubular wall of the body. The ring 6 is pro 
vided with integral depending portions 8 which 
extend inwardly of the socket to engage a block 
9 of insulating material which carries a lead 
and contact . The block is urged towards the 
ring 6 by a Spring 2 and is maintained in spaced 
relation thereto by the depending portions 8. 
The ring 6 has diametrically opposed slots 
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f3 to provide a bayonet joint connection with 
radial: pins on the base of a lamp-cap and lock 
ing detents 4 to receive the pins when the lamp 
base is inserted and rotated relative to the ring 6. 

According to the modification shown in Figs. 3 
"and 4 the lamp-retaining ring is designed to en 
gages a lamp base of the miniature Edison screw 
type, and for this purpose the apertures of the 
ring 5 corresponds to the thread diameter-ofia, 

l0 lamp base to be inserted and its edge f6 is ini 
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clined to the pitch of the thread and is formed 
With a lead T. The block 9 in the modified 
Socket is located in spaced relation by inward em 
bOSSments 8 punched out of the tubular Wall 
of the body f. By the use of a separate lamp retaining ring 
or plate within the socket, spaced apart from the 
ring carrying the Snap fastener means, the lamp 
can be inserted more deeply into the socket than 
in the known type of holder referred to above. 
I claim: 1. A lamp Socket for mounting in an aperture 

On a support comprising a tubular socket body 
having a mouth and terminal end, an inwardly 
extending annular flange at said terminal end, 
an outwardly extending annular flange at said 
mouth, an inwardly extending annular shoulder 
intermediate said mouth and terminal end ad 
jacent to but spaced from said mouth, a ring 
member Secured to said outwardly extending an 
nular flange and having a plurality of resilient 
prongs adapted for Snap fastener engagement 
with the aperture in the support, said ring mem 
ber and prongs permitting free movement of a 
lamp base therethrough, a lamp-retaining ring 
member Secured to said shoulder within said 
Socket body inwardly of said first mentioned ring 
member, an insulating contact-carrying block 
slidably mounted within said socket body between 
the inwardly extending annular flange at said 
terminal end and said lamp-retaining ring mem 
ber, Spring means tending to urge said block to 
ward said lamp-retaining ring member, and stop 
means for maintaining said block in spaced re 
lation to said lamp-retaining ring member. 

2. A lamp Socket for mounting in an aperture 
on a Support comprising a tubular socket body 
having a mouth and terminal end, an inwardly 
extending annular flange at said terminal end, 
an outwardly extending annular flange at said 
mouth, an in Wardly extending annular shoulder 
intermediate Said mouth and terminal end ad 
jacent to but spaced from said mouth, a ring 
member Secured to said outwardly extending an 
nular flange and having a plurality of resilient 

  

  



2,494,845 3 
prongs adapted for Snap fastener engagement 
with the aperture in the support, said ring mem 
ber and prongs permitting free movement of a 
lamp base therethrough, a lamp-retaining ring 
member Secured to said shoulder within said 
socket body inwardly of said first mentioned ring 
member, Said lamp-retaining ring member be 
ing formed with diametrically opposed slots and 
locking detents to provide a bayonet socket en 
gagement with radial pins on the lamp base, an 
insulating contact-carrying block slidably 
mounted within said socket body between the in 
wardly extending annular filange at said ter 
minal end and Said lamp-retaining ring member, 
Spring means tending to urge said block toward 
said lamp-retaining ring member, and stop 
means projecting in Wardly from Said lamp-re 
taining ring member for engaging and maintain 
ing said block in Spaced relation thereto. 

3. A lamp socket for mounting in an aperture 
on a support comprising a tubular socket body 
having a mouth and terminal end, an in Wardly 
extending annular flange at said terminal end, 
an outwardly extending annular flange at said 
mouth, an inwardly extending annular shoulder 
intermediate said mouth and terminal end ad 
jacent to but spaced from said mouth, a ring 
member Secured to Said outwardly extending an 
nular flange and having a plurality of resilient 
prongS adapted for Snap fastener engagement 
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4. 
with the aperture in the Support, said ring mem 
ber and prongs permitting free movement of a 
lamp base therethrough, a lamp-retaining ring 
member Secured to said shoulder within said 
socket body inwardly of said first mentioned ring 
member, said lamp-retaining ring member having 
a split inclined inner edge adapted to permit a 
screw-threaded lamp base to be Secured into said 
ring, an insulating contact-carrying block slid 
ably mounted within said socket body between 
the inwardly extending annular flange at Said 
terminal end and said lamp-retaining ring mem 
ber, spring means tending to urge said block to 
Ward said lamp-retaining ring member, and in 
wardly extending embossments on the wall of the 
SOcket body spaced inwardly of said lamp-retain 
ing ring and adapted to maintain said block in Spaced relation thereto. 
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