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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

GEORGE C. FERGUSON, OF ODELL, NEBRASKA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
MATHIAS OSWALD, OF HANOVER, KANSAS.

SUPER FOR BEEHIVES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 529,116, dated November 13,1894,
Application filed April 18, 1894, Serial No. 508,042, (No model,) V

To all whom it may concern:

“Be it known that I, GEORGE C. FERGUSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Odell,
in the county of Gage and State of Nebraska,
haveinvented a new and usetul Iinprovement
in Supers for Beehives, of which the following
is a specification. o

The invention relates to improvements in
supers for Lee hives.

The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of supers, to provide,
forcontrolling the passage of bees to thesu per,
means, which will be protected from honey de-
posits and which will, therefore, always be
free to operate, and to prevent the honey see-
tions from sticking together.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings:—Figure 1isa perspective
view of a super embodying my invention,with
the lid and drop-door open. ~ Fig.2 is a simi-
lar view, with the follower and covering-plate
removed. Fig. 3 is a similar view with the
honey section trays removed. Fig.4 isalon-
gitudinal section of the super. Fig. 5 is a
transverse section of the same, the section be-
ing taken through one of the slides.

Fig. 7 is'a perspective
view of the super provided with comb-frames,
some of which are omiited to show the ar-
rangement and construction. Fig. 8is 4 simi-
lar view, §howing the super provided with
honey section holders in lieu of the honey-sec-
tion trays, and showing the manner of sup-
porting the same within the super. ' Fig. 9 is

a detail view, in perspective, of one of the
honey section holders and contained honey

sections.

Similar numerals of refsrence indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings.

1 represents a super having bottom 2, side
walls 3, a rear wall 4, a front drop-door 5,
which is hinged to the front edge of the bot-
tom, and is adapted to close the front side of
the super, and a cover 6, which is hinged to

Fig. 6-
is a detail view in perspective of one of the
_honey section trays.

the upper edge of the.rear wall 4, Suitable
fastening devices are provided tor the lid or
cover and the drop-door, such devices, in the
construction illustrated, consisting of a com-
mon form of hook arranged to engage a cor-
responding eye.

The super is-provided with a false bottom
7, which is arranged upon the main bottom 2,
and these parts are provided with a series of
registering openings 8, forming bee passages.
Fitted in countersunk grooves or ways 9, in
the upper surface of the main bottom 2, and

below the plane of the false bottom, are slides”

10, provided with openings 11, which are
adapted, in eertain positions of the slides, to
register with the openings 8. These slides ex-
ceed in length the width of the super, and are
provided at their extremities with perfora-
tions 12, adapted for the reception of locking-
pins 13. When the slides are extended for-
ward and project at their front ends beyond
the front drop-door 5 of the super, the open-
ings 11 register with the openings 8, and the
locking pins 13 may be inserted in the per-
forations 12; and when the slides are moved
to the opposite position and project beyond:
the rear wall 4 of the super, the openings 8
are closed, and the locking-pins 13 may be in-
serted in the perforations 12 in the rear ends
of the slides.

Secured to the upper surface of the false
bottom are thesupporting-strips 14,arranged

near and parallel with the side walls of the

super, a front supporting-strip 15 and an in-
termediate supporting-strip 16, which is pref-
erably divided or cut away at its center to
form bee passages, to allow the bees to pass
from one side of said intermediate strip to
the other. The movement of the slide is lim-
ited,by meansof ascrewl7,extending through
a longitudinal slot 18 of theslide. It will be
understood that this construction is dupli-
cated in the other slide.

A honey section tray 19 is employed, and
it consists of front and rear walls 20 and 21,
respectively, and the side walls 22, said front
and rear walls being provided at their lower
edges and in their inner faces with vertical
kerfs 23,in which are fitted the vertical web-
portions 24, of the supporting-bars 25.. These
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supporting-bars are preferably made of sheet
metal folded upon its longitudinal center to
form the said web, and having the free edges
of the strip turned outward laterally to form
supporting-ledges 26. Upon thesesupporting-
ledges,and held separated at their contiguous
ends by the vertical webs, are the honey sec-
tions 27, the construction of which forms no
part of my present invention. Any desired
number of these honey section trays 19 may
be employed, the construction illustrated in
the drawings being provided with two, the
upper tray being covered by means of a cov-
ering plate 28, which rests at its ends upon
shoulders 29 formed by cleats arranged adja-
cent to the upper edges of the side walls 3,
which are rabbeted, and the upper surface of
said plate is flush with the upper edges of
said walls. Between the front sides of the
honey section trays and the inner surface of
the drop-door is arranged a hollow rectangu-
lar follower 31, provided at its upper edge
with ears 30,said follower, 31, being provided
with a cavity or recess formed by marginal
flanges or strips to avoid interference with
the handles 32 on the front ends of the trays.

In Fig. 7 of the drawings I haveshown the
super of the hive provided with comb frames
33, in lien of the honey sections and trays
above described, each comb frame being pro-
vided at its upper edge with ears 34, for en-
gagement with the above-described cleats at

-the upper edges of the side walls of the super.

The function and use of these frames are s0
well known in the art as to render further
explanation thereof unnecessary.

When preferred, a series of independent
honey section holders 35, each provided with
two or more honey sections 36, may be ar-
ranged in the super in place of the honey
section trays hereinbefore deseribed. These
independent honey section holders are shown
in Fig. 8, and in detail in Fig. 9; and they
are provided in their lower sides with open-
ings 37, adapted to register with correspond-
ing openings 38 in the honey sections. The
honey section holders are provided with du-
plicate opposite doors or closures 39, to facili-
tate theremoval and replacementof the honey
sections. The sides or doors 39 of the honey

section holders,in Fig. 9 of theaccompanying
drawings, are shown swung down to a hori-

zontal position, for the purpose of showing the
honey sections contained within the holder;
and they are provided with flexible bands or
strips, which are adapted to be tied at thetop
of the holder for securing the sides or doors
in a vertical position. \

TFrom the above description it will be seen
that the separation of the slides, which con-
trol the passages to the super, prevents the
sticking of said slides, by means of a deposit
of honey; and it will beseen furthermore, that
the above-described construction of honey
section trays, by holding the ends of the
honey sections out of contact, facilitates the
independent removal thereof. .

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prinel-
ple, or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention. .

What I claim is— .

A super comprising a bottom having open-
ings forming bee passages, the false bottom
having corresponding openings, the side walls
3 having rabbeted upper edges, and provided
on their inner faces with horizontal cleats,
the rear wall 4, the lid or cover hinged to the
rear wall, the drop door hinged to the bottom
at the front edge thereof, the slides concealed
within the bottom and provided with perfora-
tions adapted to register with those of the
bottom, the supporting strips located on the
upper face of the false bottom adjacent to
the edges thereof, the intermediate support-
ing strip 16 cut away to form central bee
passages, the honey section trays supported
by the strips above the false bottom, honey
sections located within the said trays, the
vertically disposed follower sglspended from
said cleats and provided at its inner face with
a recess or cavity, and a covering bo.ard or
plate supported by said cleats and having its
upper face flush with the upper edges of the
walls of the super, substantially as dese}-xbed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE C. FERGUSON.
Witnesses:

Joux H. SIGGERS,
H. H. SimMs.
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