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* Be it knoWn that I, GEORGEC. FERGUSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Odell, 
in the county of Gage and State of Nebraska, 

5 have in Wented a meW and useful Improvement 
in Supers for Beehi wes, of which the following 
iS a, Specification. · · · 
The inWention relates to improvements in 

Supers for bee hives. 
The object of the present in wention is to im 

prOWe the construction of Supers, to provide, 
for controlling the paSSage of bees to the Super, 
means,Which Will be protected from honey de 
pOSitS and Which will, therefore, always be 

I 5 free to Operate, and to prewent the honey see 
tionS from sticking together. 
The inWention consists in the construction 

and m0Wel combination and arrangement of 
partS hereimafter fully described, illustrated 

2? in the accompanying drawingS and pointed 
Out in the claim hereto appended. 

In the draWingS:-H'igure 1 is a perspective 
wieW of a Super embodying my invention,with 
the lid and drop-door open. Fig.2 is a simi 

25 lar wieW, With the follower and cowering-plate 
removed. F'ig. 8 is a similar wiew with the 
honey Section trayS removed. Fig.4 is a lon 
gitudinal Section of the Super. Fig. 5 is a, 

| tranSWerSe Section of the Same, the Section be 
3? ing taken through one of the slides. Fig. 6 

iS a detail wieW in perspectiwe of one of the 
| honey Section trayS. Fig. 7 is a perspectiwe 
WieW of the Super prowided With comb-frames, 
Some of Which are omitted to show the ar 

35 rangement and construction. F'ig.8 is a simi 
lar wieW, Showing the Super provided with 
honey Section holders in lieu of the honey-Sec 
tion trayS, and Showing the manner of Sup 
porting the Same Within the Super. ' Fig. 9 is 

4O a detail wieW, in perspective, of one of the 
honey Section holders and contained honey 
SectionS. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding partS in all the figures of the 

45 draWingS. 
1 represents a Super hawing bottom 2,.side 

Walls 8, a rear Wall 4, a front drop-door 5, 
Which is hinged to the front edge of the bot 
tom, and is adapted to close the front side of 

5? the Super, and a cower 6, which is himged to 
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the upper edge of the , rear wall 4. Suitable 
fastening dewices are prowided for the lid or 
cower and the drop-door, Such devices, in the 
Construction illustrated, . Consisting of a com 
mon form of hook arranged to engage a cor- 55 
reSponding eye. ~ 
The Super is · provided With a false bottom 

7, which is arranged upon the main bottom 2, 
and these parts are prowided with a Series of 
registering openingS 8, forming bee paSSageS. 6? 
Fitted in countersunk grooves or wayS 9, in 
the upper Surface of the main b0ttom 2, and 
below the plane of the false bottom, are slides " 
10, provided with openings · 11, which are 
adapted, in certain positions of the SlideS, to 
register with the openingS 8. These Slides eX 
ceed in length the Width of the Super, and are 
provided at their extremities with perfora 
tionS 12, adapted for the reception of locking 
pins 18. When the slides are extended for 
ward and project at their front ends beyond 
the front drop-door 5 of the Super, the Open 
ings 11 register with the openingS 8, and the 
locking pins 18 may be inserted in the per 
forations 12; and when the Slides are mowed 
to the opposite position and project beyond 
the rear Wall 4 of the Super, the OpeningS 8 
are closed, and the locking-pinS 18 may be in 
serted in the perforationS 12 in the rear ends 
of the slides. 
Secured to the upper Surface of the false 

bottom are the supporting-stripS 14, arranged 
near and parallel with the Side Walls of the 
Super, a front Supporting-Strip 15 and an in 
termediate Supporting-Strip 16, which is pref 
erably divided or cut away at itS Center to 
form bee passages, to allow the beeS to paSS 
from one side of Said intermediate strip to 
the other. The mowement of the Slide is lim 
ited, by means of a screW 17, extending through 
a longitudinal slot, 18 of the slide. It Will be 
understood that this construction is dupli 
cated in the other Slide. 
A honey section tray 19 is employed, and 

it consists of front and rear Walls 20 and 21, 
respectively, and the side Walls 22, Said front 
and rear Walls being prowided at their lower 
edges and in their inner faces with wertical 
kerfs 28, in Which are fitted the wertical web 
portionS 24, of the Supporting-barS 25.-- These r o~ 
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^ the upper edgeS of the Side walls of the super. 
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Supporting-barS are preferably made of sheet 
metal folded upon its longitudinal center to 
form the Said web, and h?wing the free edges 
of the Strip turned outward laterally to form Supporting-ledgeS26. Upon thesesupporting 
ledgeS, and held Separated at their contiguous 
ends by the wertical webs, are the honey sec 
tionS 27, the construction of which forms no 
part of my present in wention. Any desired 
number of these honey section trays 19 may 
be employed, the construction illustrated in 
the draWings being prowided with two, the 
upper tray being cowered by means of a c0w 
ering plate 28, Which rests at its ends upon 
Shoulders 29 formed by cleats arranged adja 
cent_to the upper edges of the side Walls 8, 
Which_are rabbeted, and the upper surface of 
Said plate is_flush With the upper edges of 
Said Walls. Between the front sides of the 
honey Section trayS and the inner surface of 
the drop-door is arranged a hollow rectangu 
lar folloWel' 81, provided at its upper edge 
With earS 80, Said follower, 81, being provided 
with a cawity or receSS formed by marginal 
fiangeS Or StripS to avoid interference with 
the handleS 82 On the front ends of the trays. 
In Fig. 7 of the drawings I have shown the 

Super of the hi we provided with comb frames 
83, in lieu of the "honey sections and trays 
above described, each comb frame being pro 
Wided at itS upper edge With ears 84, for'en 
gagement. With the above-described cleats at 

The function and use of these frames are so 
Well known in the art, as to render further 
explanation thereof unnecessary. 
When preferred, a Series of independent, 

honey Section holders 85, each provided with 
tWO or more honey Sections 86, may be ar 
ranged in the Super in place of the hone 
Section trayS hereinbefore described. These 
independent honey Section holders are shown 
in Fig. 8, and in detail in Fig. 9; and they 
are prowided in their lower sides with open ingS 87, adapted to register with correspond 
ing openingS 88 in the honey sections.' The 
hgney Section holders are provided with du 
plicate opposite doors or closures 89, to facili 
tatéthe removal and replacement of the honey 
Section$. The sides ordoors 89 of the honey Section holders, in Fig.9 of theaccompanying 
drawingS, are Shown SWung down to a hori 
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zontal position, for the purpose of showing the 
honey sections contained withiu the holder; and they are prowided with flexible bands or 
strips, which are adapted to be tied at the top 
of the holder for securing the SideS Or doorS 
in a wertical position. 
From the above description, it Will be Seen 

that the separation of the slides, which con 
trol the passages to the Super, prevents the 
Sticking of said slides, by meanS of a dep0Sit 
of honey; and it will be seen furthermore, that 
the above-described construction of h0ney 
section trayS, by holding the ends of the 
honey sections out of contact, facilitateS the 
independent removal thereof. ? 

Various changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be resorted to without departing from the princi 
ple, or Sacrificing any of the advantage:S of 
this in wention. 
What I claim is- ? 
A Super comprising a bottom having Open 

ingS forming bee passages, the false bottom 
having corresponding openingS, the side Wall$ 
8 having rabbeted upper edges, and provided 
On their inner faces with horizontal cleatS, 
the rear wall 4, the lid or cover hinged to the 
rear wall, the drop door hinged to the bottom 
at the front edge thereof, the slideSconcealed 
within the bottom and provided with perfora 
tionS adapted to register with those of the 
bottom, the supporting strips located on the 
upper face of the false bottom, adjacent tO 
the edges thereof, the intermediate Support 
ing strip 16 cut away to form central bee 
passages, the honey section trayS Supported 
by the strips above the false bottom, honey 
sections located within the Said trayS, the 
wertically disposed follower suspended from 
said cleats and provided at its inner face with 
a recess or cavity, and a cowel"ing board or 
plate supported by said cleatS and hawing itS 
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upper face flush with the upper edges of the 95 
Walls of the super, Substantially aS described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing a.S 

my own I have hereto affixed my Signature 
in the presence of two witneSSeS. 

'' (GEORGE C. E'ERGUSON. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN H. SIG|GERS, 
H. H. SIMMS. 

  


