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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NOAH PRESIDENT GAR-
REIT, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Covington, in the county of Tipton and
State of Tennessee, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Nut-Locks; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in nut-locks; and it consists in
the construction, combination, and arrange-
mentof parts, hereinafter described, and after-
ward definitely pointed out in the claim.

The nature of my invention consists in form-
ing leaf-springs in a plate or washer, said
springs being adapted to engage a shoulder
on the under face of the nut, theshoulders on
the under face of the nut being formed by
cam-surfaces tangent to the bolt-opening.
This object I obtain by the construction illus-
trated-in the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, wherein like
symbols refer tolike parts wherever they oc-
cur, and in which~—

Figure 11is a perspective view of a rail-joint
with my improved nut-lock applied. Fig. 2
is a perspective view of the plate or washer
from which the leaf-springsare struek. TFig.
3 is a perspective view of the nut inverted,
and Fig. 4 is a bottom plan viewof the same.

Referring to the drawings, A indicatesthe
rail provided with the usual fish-plate I3 at
the joint thereof.

C indicates a plate or washer adapted tobe
placed on the fish-plate, said plate or washer
being provided with bolt-openings ¢, register-
ing with the bolt-openings in the fish-plate.

(’ indicates leaf-springs struck up fromthe
plate C, the ends of which are nearly oppo-
sitetotheopeningcand arebent up to present

a yielding surface to theimpinging-nut when
the same is screwed home.

D indieates the bolt, of any ordinary or ap-
proved construetion.

I indicates the nut, having its lower sur-
face e eut away, as at ¢/, to form cam-sur-
faces, thus forming shoulders e’’, against
which the end of the leaf-spring abuts, and
the nut is prevented from becoming dis-
placed.  Should it be desired to remove the
nut, it is only necessary to depress the free
end of theleaf-springout of engagement with
the shoulder ¢’’ of the nut B, when the nut is
free to rotate and can be unscrewed. ‘

Tam aware that heretofore ratchet-faced
nuts have been combined with washers pro-
vided " with projecting lips to engage the
ratchet-face of the nut; but the objection to
such construction is that when it is desired to
unscrew the nut it is necessary to bend or
twistthelip of the washer which abuts against
the ratchet-face of the nut.

It is obvious that many minor changes in
the econstruction and arrangement of the parts
of my device can be made and substituted for
those herein shown and described without in
the least departing from the nature and prin-
ciple of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In a nut-lock, the combination, with the
bolt and thenut provided with ratchets on its
under face, of a continuous washer having
longitudinal leaf-springs struck up from its
side edges, said springs being parallel with
each other,the free ends of which come oppo-
site the bolts and are adapted to engage the
ratchets on the under face of the nut, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. v

NOAH PRESIDENT GARRETT.

Witnesses:

W. I. FELZER,
J. C. ARCHER.
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