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This invention relates to new and useful improvements
in garment hangers, and in particular the invention con-
cerns itself with an attachment which may be readily
applied to a conventional garment hanger for the purpose
of properly supporting garments thereon without creas-
ing, drooping or other distortion.

Conventional hangers, especially those which are
formed from wire, cause creasing of garments along the
shoulder lines inasmuch as they do not have sufficient
width or thickness to support the garments in a manner
comparable to the fit on'a human body. It is, therefore,
the principal object of the invention to eliminate this dis-
advantage, this being attained by the provision of the
instant attachment which is readily applicable to a ¢onven-
tional wire hanger and includes relatively wide shoulder
members for properly supporting a garment placed
thereon.

Also, the attachment of the invention is provided with
an_oval-shaped center portion to properly support the
collar of the garment, while resiliently yieldable, split
sockets are provided on the underside of the shoulder
members of the attachment for engaging the shoulder
portions of the hanger and firmly retaining the attachment
in position thereon.

Some of the advantages of the invention reside in its
simplicity of construction, in its durability, and in its
adaptability to convenient and economical manufacture.

With the foregoing more impotrant object and features
in view and such other objects and features as may be-
come apparent as this specification proceeds, the inven-
tion will be understood from the following description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
wherein like characters of reference are used to designate
like parts, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of the garment sup-
porting attachment of the invention applied to a conven-
tional wire hanger shown by dotted lines;

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the atachment per se;

FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken substan-
tially in the plane of the line 3—3 in FIGURE 1 and
shown on an enlarged scale;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view, taken
substantially in the plane of the line 4—4 in FIGURE 1;
and

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view, taken
substantially in the plane of the line 5—5 in FIGURE 1.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings in de-
tail, the garment supporting attachment of the invention
is designated generally by the reference mumeral 1€ and
is primarily intended for use in association with a conven-
tional wire garment hanger 11 which is illustrated by
dotted lines in FIGURE 1.

As such, the conventional hanger 11 is formed from a
single piece of wire and includes a horizontal center por-
tion 12 provided with a suspension hook 13, a pair of slop-
ing shoulder portions 14° which -extend from the ends of
the center portion 12, and a cross bar 15 which spans the
lower ends of the shoulder portions, as will be readily
understood.

The attachment 10 of the invention is preferably .

formed integrally from one piece of material, as for exam-
ple by being molded from thermoplastic synthetic resin or
light metal. The attachment comprises a horizontally
elongated collar member 16 which is oval-shaped in plan,
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with an open top, a continuous upstanding side wall 16’
and a closed bottom 16”, the collar member 16 being
adapted to overlie the center portion 12 of the hanger
and the bottom 16" thereof being provided with a suitable
opening or passage 17 through which the hook 13 of the
hanger may be projected when the attachment is applied -

to the hanger, as will be apparent from FIGURE 1.

A pair of elongated, sloping shoulder members 18 ex-
tend outwardly from the ends of the collar member 16,
it being noted that these shoulder members have rela-
tively narrow inner regions 18’ which are substantially
of the same width as the collar member, while their outer

“'regions 18" are relatively wider so as to properly sup-

port a garment which is positioned thereon. For the same
purpose, both the inner and outer regions of the shoulder
members 18 are transversely curved as shown in FIG-

' URES. 3 and 4, and it will be observed that shallow rein-
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“forcing ribs 19 extend longitudinally centrally on the

underside of the shoulder members 18 to prevent deflec-
tion thereof in the vertical plane. The outer ends of the .
shoulder members 18 are preferably semi-circular in plan,

to properly fit into the shoulders of the garment.

The shoulder members 18 of the attachment are
adapted to overlie the shoulder portions 14 of the hanger
11 and block-like projections 20 depend from the outer
end portions of the ribs 19. These projections are pro-
vided at the underside thereof with split recesses 21 which
constitute sockets for the reception of and frictional
engagement with the shoulder portions 14 of the hanger.
The recessed or socketed projections 20 thus coact with
the extension of the garment hanger hook 13 through the
passage 17 in the collar member 16 in retaining the entire
attachment in position on the hanger. The material from
which the attachment is formed is inherently resiliently
yieldable to a sufficient extent to permit the socketed pro-
jections 26 to be applied to the shoulder portions 14 of the
hanger.

A thin layer of cushioning material such as sponge rub-
ber, or the like, may be applied to the upper surfaces of
the shoulder members 18, if so desired.

While in the foregoing there has been described and
shown the preferred embodiment of the invention, various
modifications may become apparent to those skilled in
the art to which the invention relates. Accordingly, it
is not desired to limit the invention to this disclosure and
various modifications and equivalents may be resorted to,
falling within the spirit and scope of the invention as
claimed.

What is claimed as new is:

1. The combination of a conventional wire garment
hanger having a horizontal center portion provided with
a suspension hook and a pair of sloping shoulder portions
extending from the ends of said center portion, and a
garment supporting attachment formed integrally from
one piece of material, said attachment comprising a
horizontally elongated oval-shaped collar member over-
lying said center portion of said hanger, said collar mem-
ber having an open top, a continuous upstanding side
wall and a closed bottom formed with a passage having
said suspension hook of the hanger projecting upwardly
therethrough, a pair of elongated sloping shoulder mem-
bers extending from the ends of said collar member and
overlying said shoulder portions of the hanger, said shoul-
der members being substantially wider than the thickness
of the hanger and having a transversely curved across-sec-
tion with relatively wide outer regions and relatively nar-
row inner regions, said inner regions of the shoulder
members being connected to and of substantially the
same width as said collar member, reinforcing ribs ex-
tending the length of and centrally on the underside of
said shoulder members in substantial alignment with the

- shoulder portions of the hanger, and biock-like projec-
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tions depending from said ribs under said wide outer

regions of the shoulder members, said projections being
provided at the underside thereof with downwardly ex-
tending open slots frictionally receiving therein the shoul-
der portions of the hanger whereby.to coact with the
projection of said suspension hook through said collar
member passage in retaining the attachment in position
on the hanger.

2. A garment supporting attachment for a conventional
wire garment hanger having a horizontal center portion
provided with a suspension hook and a pair of sloping
shoulder portions extending from the ends of said center
portion, said attachment being formed integrally from
one piece of material and comprising a horizontally elon-
gated oval-shaped collar member adapted to overlie the
center portion of a hanger, said collar member having an

open top, a continuous upstanding side wall and a closed -

bottom formed with a passage for the hanger suspension
hook, a pair of elongated sloping shoulder members ex-
tending from the ends of said collar member and adapted
to overlie the shoulder portions of the hanger, said shoul-
der members being transversely curved in cross-section
and having relatively wide outer regions with relatively
narrow inner regions of substantially the same width as
said collar member, reinforcing ribs extending the length
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of and centrally on the underside of said shoulder mem-
bers, and block-like projections depending from said ribs
under said wide outer regions of the shoulder members,
said projections being provided at the underside thereof
with downwardly extending open slots adapted to fric-
tionally receive the shoulder portions of the hanger.
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