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57 ABSTRACT 

A hospital type wheelchair with a connecting bathtub 
means, the device comprising a pivotable frame com 
prised of parallel gliding rods having a pair of legs at 
their outer end which are receivable within a conven 
tional bathtub so that the gliding rods extend in a hori 
zontal position from the wheelchair, a foldable inner 
chair member being glidable along the metal gliding 
rods, the inner chair being extendable to horizontal po 
sition and upon which a rubber tub is placeable for re 
ceiving a wheelchair patient and thus permit transport 
ing the patient over the conventional bathtub or help 
ing himself in taking a bath. 

7 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures 
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CHAIR-BATH 
This invention relates generally to invalid apparatus. 
It is generally well known that it is a tedious task to 

wait upon a wheelchair confined patient, and particu 
larly when attempting to assist the patient in taking a 
bath. Lifting a patient in and out of a bathtub requires 
considerable effort and comprises an ordeal for both 
the patient and the attendant. This situation is accord 
ingly in want of improvement. 
Accordingly, it is the principal object of the present 

invention to provide a chair-bath whereby a patient 
may help himself without the assistance of an attendant 
in order to transfer himself from a wheelchair into a tub 
for taking a bath. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a chair-bath which comprises an accessory to a conven 
tional wheelchair. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a chair-bath which does not interfere with normal 
operation of the wheelchair in the conventional man 
ner at times when the person is not taking the bath. 
Other objects of the present invention are to provide 

a chair-bath which is simple in design, inexpensive to 
manufacture, rugged in construction, easy to use and 
efficient in operation. 
These and other objects will be readily evident upon 

a study of the following specification and accompany 
ing drawing wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of the present inven 

tion shown being transferred into an operative position, 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an inner chair, 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of a rubber tub for place 

ment over the inner chair, 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the present invention 

shown in operative use, and 
FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic view of the locks that fasten 

over the tracks when the inner chair is in place, 
FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the present inven 

tion with portions thereof being shown in section, 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged detail sectional view taken 

through line 7-7 of FIG. 6 and in the direction indi 
cated by the arrows, 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational view of the present inven 

tion shown in operative use, portions being shown in 
sectional representation, 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the present invention 

as shown in one stage of its operation, 
FIG. 10 is a fragmentary detail of the locking means 

shown in FIG, 5. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, the reference 

numeral 10 represents a chair-bath according to the 
present invention wherein thereis a conventional hospi 
tal-type wheelchair 11 to which there is secured an ac 
cessory 12 which includes a pivotable frame 13 of gen 
erally L-shaped configuration and which includes a pair 
of parallel spaced apart metal gliding rods or tracks 14, 
the outer ends of the gliding rods each being integral 
with a leg 15 extending at right angles thereto, and the 
terminal end of the legs 15 each being provided with a 
conventional vacuum cup 16 adaptable for placement 
against the bottom 17 of a conventional bathtub 18. 
'The gliding rods 14 are interconnected by cross bars 
19 so to form a rigid construction. 
The wheelchair 11 is provided with one side arm 20 

which is upwardly pivotable out of the way so to permit 
the frame 12 to be downwardly pivotable as is indicated 
by the arrow 21. 
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The wheelchair 11 is mounted upon conventional 

wheelchair wheels 22 for traveling upon a floor 23, 
each of the wheels 22 being prevented from rolling 
when the chair is desired to be maintained in a station 
ary position by means of a series of wheel locks 24, thus 
permitting the wheelchair to remain in a stationary po 
sition when the patient desires to take a bath. 
An inner chair 25, shown in FIG. 2 is made of thin 

sturdy material and is perforated, as shown. The inner 
chair is made of rigid material that is foldable about 
fold joints 26 so that it may be altered between a flat 
position and a step configurated position for placement 
against the back rest 27, seat 28 and lower front por 
tion 29 of the wheelchair as shown in FIG. of the 
drawing. 
The underside of the inner chair 25 is provided with 

a means 30 adaptable for traveling on the metal gliding 
rods 4 so that the inner chair can be transported from 
upon the wheelchair to a sidewardly direction upon and 
over the bathtub 8 as is shown in FIG. 4 of the draw 
ling. 
Upon the inner chair 25 there is removably placed a 

collapsable bathtub 31 made of rubber material. It in 
cludes a flat bottom panel 32 which is of a same size as 
the inner chair and placed directly thereupon. The 
panel 32 includes a series of drain openings 33 there 
through which may be closed when the tub 31 is used 
as a tub bath or selectively wherein the openings 33 
may be opened when used with a shower. 
A head rest 34 is placed at one end upon the panel 

32 and convenient straps 35 are provided on each side 
so to help a patient to turn himself over. The straps 36 
are provided for pulling the sides up into position. 

It is to be noted that the inner chair 25 is also pro 
vided with openings 37 through which securing means 
such as a screw-like tube 40 will fit from the back of the 
bottom of the rubber bathtub, thus holding the inner 
chair and the bottom of the rubber bathtub together As 
shown in FIG. 2, straps 42 may be provided on the 
inner chair for securement to the bath tub 3i. 
As shown in FIG. 4 of the drawing, it is now evident 

that in operative use, the wheelchair arm 20 may be 
raised upwardly and the frame 12 pivotably lowered 
until the vacuum cups 16 at the bottom of the legs 15 
rests upon the bottom 17 of the bathtub 8. 

In FIG. 5 there are shown diagrammatically a pair of 
metal clamps or locks 38 on the chair 39, that serve to 
lock over the tracks 14 when the inner chair is in place, 
thus preventing the inner chair from rolling off. The 
clamps or locks 38 may be pivotable rods as diagram 
matically illustrated in FIG. 5 arrangeable so as to 
block the path of means 30. 
The inner chair 25 is then moved outward along the 

gliding rods and is opened out into a horizontal position 
as shown in FIG. 2 after which the rubber tub 31 placed 
thereupon is adaptable for a patient to lie thereupon. 
This is then moved sidewardly from the wheelchair 
until it is located on top of the bathtub 18 as shown in 
FIG. 4 were a patient may take his own bath. 
When he is through bathing, he is able to again return 

himself to the wheelchair and also return the equip 
ment back to its original position without the assistance 
of an attendant. 
Thus there is provided a chair-bath that serves a use 

ful purpose. 
What I now claim is: 
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1. In a chair-bath, the combination of a wheelchair 
and an accessory for permitting a patient to take a bath 
without the necessity of an attendant to assist him, said 
accessory comprising a frame pivotable sidewardly 
from said wheelchair and attached to one end of said 
wheelchair, said wheelchair having a side arm which is 
upwardly pivotable so as to clear the pivotable travel of 
said frame, said frame including a pair of parallel, metal 
gliding rods each of which at the outer end is integral 
with a leg extending at right angles downwardly there 
from, said legs at their lower ends being provided with 
vacuum cups. 

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein a 
separate inner chair is positionable upon said wheel 
chair, said inner chair being comprised of a thin sturdy 
rigid material that is perforated and an underside of 
said inner chair capable of traveling along said metal 
gliding rods and movement between the opposite ends 
thereof. 

3. The combination as set forth in claim 2, and a col 
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4 
lapsible bathtub, said bathtub including a flat bottom 
panel having the same size as said inner chair and said 
panel having a plurality of selectively closable openings 
therethrough, a head rest at one end of said bottom 
panel and a pair of side straps to permit a patient to 
help himself in turning, opposite side edges of said 
bathtub being provided with straps to pull the sides up 
into position. 
4. The combination as claimed in claim 3 and means 

for securing said inner chair to said collapsible bath 
tub. 

5. The combination as claimed in claim 3 wherein 
said bath tub is formed of a rubber-like material. 

6. The combination as claimed in claim 4 wherein 
said securing means comprises straps secured to said 
inner chair. 

7. The combination as claimed in claim 6 in which 
said bath tub is formed of rubber material. 
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